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Make Mine Granite  
(or Take with a Dash of Hope) 

Bob Schwerdt (#505-L) 

Among my many (50+) early Swiss perfins in the 
sitting Helvetia stamp design is the frequently seen 
small “GB” type used by Gerbruder Benziger of 
Einsiedeln during the 1879-1898 decades. This type 
is Number G11 in the 1998 Martin Baer Switzerland 
catalog: CH PERFINS.  
 
Scott numbers these early Helvetias from #52-59 on 
white wove paper and #60-68 on granite paper. The 
granite paper issues contain small fragments of red 
and blue silk threads and have a considerably higher 
catalog value used rather than unused.  The granite 
paper also has a higher catalog value than the white 
wove paper issues.  
 
Naturally, I carefully examined all my copies for the 
red and blue evidence of the granite variety, but 
found only one - shown here alongside a different 
issue with a completely punched perfin.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mine is a poor copy with face scrape at left edge and 
minus a few perimeter perforations because of a 
partial double strike of the perfin pattern. The 
postmark is an Einsiedeln cds (circular date stamp), 
dated 29 V 82, but the bottom of the cancel is off the 
stamp.  My copy is the 40 rappen gray issue, Scott 

#66. This stamp without the perfin now catalogs 
$3,400 in used condition – almost double in value 
since the 1996 catalog estimate.  Unused, it is valued 
at $1.80!  The stamp must be scarce in used 
condition to deserve such a high catalog value.  The 
perfin, on the other hand, is common with a rarity 
factor of 5, halfway between 1 (abundant) and 10 
(never seen).  I wonder if this is the highest Scott 
valued stamp with a perfin? 
 
Normally, we consider CTO (canceled to order) 
stamps as lowering the value of both mint stamps 
and those used copies that went through the mails.  
Scott’s note after Switzerland #68 indicates that 
forged and backdated postmarks are evident on all of 
the granite paper varieties of 1881.  So, here we may 
have an example of stamps canceled to increase their 
value! 
 
As I examine my fifty plus copies of white paper 
sitting Helvetias with “GB” perfins, I find that most 
have similar position postmarks with the town name 
prominently displayed, almost socked on the nose!  I 
wonder if someone had access to a cancel device and 
decided to augment his income by backdating a great 
many unused copies to sell at a profit?  Is it possible 
that all of those mint copies had the “GB” perfin 
before the stamps were postmarked?  Perhaps 
someone with more information knows the real story 
of these early Swiss issues?  If so, please send it to 
me at 9 Memory Lane, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603-
5231 or to the editor. 

Some Interesting Double Punches 
Allan Oleksyn (#1908) 

After collecting perfins for 40-50 years, my 
retirement now gives me more time for my passion.  
Over the years, I have tucked away certain perfins 
that are “different” or “interesting” in some way.    
 

Here are two perfins that have Double Punches; i.e. 
punches from two different companies.  How did this 
happen?  Were these companies associated in some 
way?  Is this a case of theft?  Can any of the Club 
members shed any light on this? 

At right is SC #807 
with U.S. perfins D130 
(DuPont) and N129A 
(Northern Pacific 
Railway).   What is the 
connection between 
these companies? 

At left is SC #558 
with U.S. perfins 
J144 (Johnson Smith 
& Company) and 
S287.5 (Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railway). 
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