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New Members Q & A 
Where can I find information about personal perfins and how is their 

value determined? 
By way of background, the latest Catalog of United 
States Perfins (1998) lists security punches for both 
commercial and personal patterns.  At the time the 
catalog was published, there were 6351 different 
commercial patterns recorded.  In contrast, there 
were only 65 non-commercial patterns identified. 
 
In that edition of the catalog, reference was made to 
personal punches as “so-called vanity punches.  
They were not made for commercial purposes but for 
personal use by collectors.”  As we might suspect, 
over the years there have been several inquiries as to 
why personal perfins have no ratings. 
 
Two years ago, in an effort to shed some light on the 
subject of personal perfins, Bob Szymanski 
(LM#145) undertook a “Census of Unrated Perfins”.  
His survey request was published in the September 
2007 issue of The Perfins Bulletin (61:186-188).  
The results of the survey were published in the 
February 2008 issue of The Perfins Bulletin  (62:21-

22). 
 
With regard to the value of personal perfins, the 
accepted standard rate of exchange has been fifty 
cents for those patterns readily available.  In a recent 
auction, four patterns that were identified as “hard-to
-find” (fewer than 10 copies known) in Szymanski’s 
survey, ranged in hammer price from $29 to $93. 
 
Because of the recent increased interest in 
identifying and collecting personal perfins, a 
checklist of U.S. Personal Perfin Punches has been 
updated to include all new and deleted patterns 
through August 2009.  Copies are available from 
Personal Punch Checklist, PO Box 490450, 
Leesburg FL 34749-0450. 
 
If new members have questions they would like to 
have answered, or other members have suggestions 
or alternative answers to this or previous questions, 
please mail them to Jerry Hejduk, PO Box 490450, 

Black Harding Cover Helps to Identify Pattern T97A 
Bob Szymanski (LM#145) 

What a terrible perfin cover!  The stamp is visibly 
way off center and it is on a return reply cover that 
wasn't even used because neither had the stamp been 
cancelled nor the envelope sealed. 
 
However, just maybe this would be the once in a 
great while that such a cover could add some 
information to perfin collecting. A careful look at the 

"B" in the "TSB" indicates that this is pattern T97A  
- a B+!  And checking the catalog user listing shows 
a blank space! ...one more user identified!  Brad 
Baker, U.S. Catalog Chairman concurs and advises 
this new identification, “The State Bank, New York, 
NY”, will be in the next Additions and Corrections.   
 
Wow, what a fun hobby we perfin collectors have! 

Unused Cover with Pattern T97A 
(Size reduced to 50% of actual size) 

Stamp  cropped 
from cover  

(Actual size) 

Perfin electronically 
“lifted”  from stamp 

(Actual size) 

Note:  Horizontal Bar 
and Bottom of “B” 
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