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My Favorite Perfins – Part VII 
Steve Endicott (LM#2284) 

This issue of my favorite and most unusual U.S. 
perfins discusses the area of perfins on stamps with 
Kansas or Nebraska overprints, which was an 
important portion of the display at the St. Louis 
convention.  As many of you know, perfins on  these 
overprints is one of my very favorite collecting 
subjects. 
 
The Kansas and Nebraska overprints were produced 
on the rotary press to document that the stamps were 
being sent to post offices for sale in Kansas and 
Nebraska.  This was being done as an experiment to 
thwart theft from shipments of stamps to post 
offices. If successful, the program might have been 
expanded to every State.  Some people mistakenly 
believed, then and now, that the stamps could only 
be used in Kansas and Nebraska – not true.  The 
confusion, even amongst postal staff, led to a quick 
discontinuation of the program. 
 
The first two pages of this portion of the exhibit 
provide examples of the University of Kansas perfin  
pattern U39 (U(K)) on the Kansas overprint series.  
Examples of all stamps in the set are shown here 
with U39, except the 3-cent Lincoln.  The second 
page illustrates two multiple blocks of this perfin on 

this Kansas overprint.  Finally, the third page is an 
example of a usage of the Nebraska overprint with 
perfin pattern W199-3 (WU), Western Union 
Telegraph Company – as used in Minnesota. 
 
Those desiring to read more about perfins on these 
overprint issues are referred to my previously 
published articles in the February 2000 Bulletin 
(54:19, 30-32) and in March 2007 issue of The 
American Philatelist (121:236-239). 
 
There is a current, active request in the Bulletin for 
census information regarding stamps with perfins on 
these overprints. Interestingly, each time this census 
is conducted (this is the third one in 27 years), new 
patterns are discovered and previously know patterns 
disappear. 
 
As always, I would enjoy hearing from anyone 
regarding perfins that they own on Kansas/Nebraska 
overprints.  I am particularly interested in the 3-cent 
Lincoln (Scott #661 ) with a Kansas overprint and a 
U39 (University of Kansas) perfin. All comments 
are most welcome. My contact information is on 
page 130 of this Bulletin.   

A Correction & An Addition 
Steve Endicott (LM#2284) 

Thank you to Dave Smith (#1514)  and your sharp 
eyes for correcting the identification of the U.S. 
perfin pattern S25 with the Detroit precancel that 
was pictured in my article “My Favorite Perfins - 
Part VI”  in the September/October 2009 Bulletin 
(63:110-111). This imperforate stamp is on Scott 
#481, not Scott #343 as stated in the article. (The 
denomination is a numeral 1, not the word ”one”.)  
My mistake.  I apologize for any confusion.  

Dave also forwarded a scan of perfinned imperforate 
stamp that he has in his collection.  The stamp 
pictured below is example of deleted pattern B86.5 
(BD/C) on a Scott #384.  As explained on page B-16 
of the current Catalog of United States Perfins, 
pattern B86.5 is a  partial of pattern B88 (BD/Co). In 
The identified user of this B rated pattern is Brown 
Durrell Company, Boston, MA.   
  

Deleted Pattern B86.5 on Scott #384 
(Partial of Pattern B88) 
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