
The collections of 8 collectors have been reviewed … There’s a factor of 6 between L3180.01/01a. 
 

 A B C D E F G H Total 
L3180.01 57 6 18 60 12 36 27 9 225 
L3180.01a 10 4 5 8 0 3 4 1 35 

Totals 67 10 23 68 12 39 31 10 260 
 
These are now the master modules for the two dies … 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The late Dick Mewhinney reported two ‘Graphites’ with “LINE” (L3180.01) in March 1991.  This is a 
scan of  his photocopied stamps, along with their Scott numbers.  Not brilliant I know, but it was the 
best we could do at the time …  
 
 
 

 

In use: 1903-1951. 
Dates: 3 Apr 1903 - 21 May 1935. 
Issues: Upright (1905-1951): 22 DDF 

F ½d (ye-gn), 2d, 2½d 
I(RC/BC) ½d-1½d 
M ½d 
N ½d 
Q ½d-2½d, 4d, 6d 
R ½d, 1d, 2½d 
S ½d, 1½d, 2d 
T 2½d (SG491) 
 

 

Note: A company owned press, fitted with a single headed die.  
Note that the foot to the “E” is concave. 

 

Ident: Ø John Line & Sons Ltd, 
Artistic Wallpaper  Manufacturers, 
162-163 Aldersgate St, London EC. 
Showrooms: 50 Berners St, London W. 
Also provincial branches in Birmingham, 
Bournemouth, Bristol, Doncaster, Edinburgh, 
Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham, Reading, 
Sheffield, Taunton, … 

 

Pmks: Reading. 
 

 
As a result of the re-appraisal of “LINE” (L3180.01), 

the following stamps are unresolved (26 DDF): 
 

E 1½d, 3d 
I(RC/BC) 9d (gn) 
L ½d, 1d 
M 3d, 1/- 
N 2½d 
Q 7d, 8d, 10d 
R 2d 
T ½d, 2½d (SG479/483) 
T 2½d, 6d, 1/- (SG495/7/8) 
T 4d (SG514) 
U(TC/MC) ½d, 1½d, 7d 
 

Graphites: 
U(SEC) 3d 
 

V 2d (I) - issued 5 Feb 1968. 
X 2½d (SG532 
X 3d (SG567/619) 

 
 

L3180.01a 

 

In use: 1895-1960. 
Dates: 13 Apr 1897 - … 1950. 
Issues: Diagonal (1895-1957): 76 DDF 

B 1d (16 dots) 
E ½d (both), 2d, 2½d, 5d, 6d 
F ½d (both), 1d-3d, 4d (gr/bn), 6d 
H ½d, 1d 
I(RC/BC) ½d-6d, 1/- 
M ½d-2½d   N ½d, 1½d 
O ½d-1½d, 2½d 
P 1½d  
Q ½d-3d, 5d, 6d, 9d, 11d, 1/- 
R ½d, 1d, 2½d, 3d 
S 1½d, 2½d, 4d, 2/6d 
T 1d, 2d, 3d (SG480/2/4) 
T 2½d (SG491/513) 
U(TC/MC) 2d (dk), 2½d-4d, 6d 
U(TC/MC) 8d, 9d, 11d, 1/- 
U(MC) 2/6d 
Graphites: 
U(SEC) 2d   U(MC)3d 
 

Note: A company owned press, fitted with a single headed die. 
 

Ident: John Line & Sons Ltd, 
Artistic Wallpaper Manufacturers, 
162-163 Aldersgate St, London EC. 
Showrooms: 50 Berners St, London W. 
Also provincial branches in Birmingham, Bournemouth, 
Bristol, Doncaster, Edinburgh, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Nottingham, Reading, Sheffield, Taunton, … 
 

Pmks: Berners St, London W, (London) EC, and London WC.  
Also Bournemouth - Poole, Lavenham, and (Shrew)sbury. 
 

In 1958 ‘K L Holdings Ltd’ was formed by the Kydd 
and Line families to acquire wallpaper manufacturers 
‘Shand Kydd Ltd’ and merchant ‘John Line & Sons Ltd’. 
Then, in 1961 ‘Wall Paper Manufacturers’ acquired a 
majority interest in ‘K L Holdings Ltd’. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertisement from September 1902. 

L3180.01 

Company Logo 



“LINE” (L3180.01) Used mainly in London 1895-1960.  74 DDF confirmed.  
 
Queen Victoria … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
King Edward VII …  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
King George V … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
King Edward VII 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
King George VI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QEII 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“LINE” (L3180.01a) used only in Reading 1903-1951.  22 DDF confirmed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Slater’s Manchester directory (January) 1903 … 
 
 
 
Slater’s Manchester directory 1909 … 
 
 
 
Article from B351 - December 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



B352 (Feb 2008) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading postmarks are significant in that Reading is where the family first started up in the wallpaper 
business with a warehouse situated at 30 Broad St, sometime between 1881 (Auctioneer & Upholsterer 
in Bath) and 1883 (paperhanging warehouse in Reading). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is their entry in an 1883 Reading Trade directory … 
 
 
 
Between 1899 and 1915 they had taken on ‘Ltd’ liability (in 1904) and moved to 22 Blagrave St, 
Reading.  
 
 
Company moved to London in 1905 - presumably their H/Q. 
JOHN LINE & SONS LIMITED, Company No. 00620703, Dissolved 22 November 1988. 

 

In use: 1902-1915. 
Dates: 13 May 1902* - 26 Nov 1908. 
Issues: F ½d (both), 1d, 2d, 2½d 

F 4d (col n/k) 
H ½d 
I(RC) ½d, 1d 
 

Note: Perfin also known upright. 
 

Ident: John Line’s Sons & McDougall, 
Wall Paper Mfrs, 
16 John Dalton St, Manchester.  
{McDougal dropped from the 
company name by 1909}. 
{B352, Feb 2008}. 
 

Pmks: Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne.  
Sheffiel(d)*. 

L5120.01 



 

In use: 1930-1954. 
Dates: 21 Aug 1940 - 6 Oct 1942. 
Issues: I(BC) ½d-1½d 

M 1d, 1½d 
N 1d 
O 1½d 
P 1½d 
Q ½d-1½d 
R 2½d 
S ½d 
T 1d (SG480 
T 2½d (SG491/513) 
U(TC) 2½d 
 

Note: Perfin also known sideways. 
 

Ident: John Line & Sons Ltd, 
Wallpaper Manufacturers,  
44 Peter St, Manchester 2. 
 

Pmks: Manchester. 

L4880.01 

 

In use: 1935-1954. 
Dates: 19 Aug 1939*. 
Issues: M ½d-1½d 

O ½d 
P 1½d 
Q ½d-1½d, 1/- 
R ½d, 1d, 2½d 
T 1d, 2½d (SG480/3) 
T 2½d (SG493/499) 
U(TC) 1½d, 2½d 
 

Note: Single, central strikes on large 
format stamps point to a single 
headed die. 
 

Ident: John Line & Sons Ltd, Wallpaper Mfrs, Haymarket, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 1.  {*B324 June 2003}. 

 

Pmks:  
 

See also: 
 

“DUNN” D5000.01 1903-1935 Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
“LINE” L3180.01 1895-1969 London EC, London WC. 
“LINE” L3180.02 1940-1954 Edinburgh. 
“L.S.” L4880.01 1930-1954 Manchester. 
“LS/Mc.D” L5120.01 1903-1915 Manchester. 
 

J5010.01 

 

In use: 1940-1954. 
Dates: 25 Oct 1949*. 
Issues: Q 1d-2d 

R 1d   T 2½d (SG499) 
U(TC) 1½d 

Note: Perfin also known sideways.  
Ident: John Line & Sons Ltd, 
 Artistic Wallpaper Mfrs, 

16 Picardy Place, Edinburgh 1. 
{*B286 Feb 1997}. 

Pmks: Edinburgh*. 
 

L3180.02 

 

In use: 1895-1968. 
Dates: 26 Apr 1896 - 7 Oct 1960. 
Issues: Diagonal (1895-1957): 75 DDF 

ED: 13 Apr 1897. 
LD: … 1950. 
B 1d (16 dots) 
E ½d (both), 1½d-2½d, 5d, 6d 
F ½d (both), 1d-3d, 4d (gr/bn), 6d 
H ½d, 1d   I(RC/BC) ½d-6d, 1/- 
M ½d-2½d   N ½d, 1½d 
O ½d-1½d, 2½d 
P 1½d   Q ½d-3d, 5d, 6d, 9d 
Q 11d, 1/- 
R ½d, 1d, 2½d, 3d 
S 1½d, 2½d, 4d, 2/6d 
T 1d, 2d, 3d (SG480/2/4) 
T 2½d (SG491/513) 
U(TC/MC) 2d (dk), 2½d-4d, 6d 
U(TC/MC) 8d, 9d, 11d, 1/- 
U(MC) 2/6d 

 

Pmks: Berners St, London W, 
(London) EC, and London WC.  
Also Bournemouth - Poole, 
Lavenham, and (Shrew)sbury. 
 

Upright (1905-1951): 24 DDF 
ED: 3 Apr 1903.  
LD: 21 May 1935. 
F ½d (ye-gn), 2d, 2½d 
I(RC/BC) ½d-1½d   M ½d   N ½d 
Q ½d-2½d, 4d, 6d 
R ½d, 1d, 2½d, 3d   S ½d, 1½d, 2d 
T 2½d (SG491) 
U(TC/MC) 3d 

 

Pmks: Reading. 
 

Unresolved (27 DDF): 
E 3d 
I(RC/BC) 9d (gn) 
L ½d, 1d   M 3d, 1/-   N 2½d 
Q 7d, 8d, 10d   R 2d 
T ½d, 2½d (SG479/483) 
T 2½d, 6d, 1/- (SG495/7/8) 
T 4d (SG514) 
U(TC/MC) ½d, 1½d, 7d 
 

Graphites: 
U(SEC) 2d, 3d   U(MC) 3d 
 

V 2d (I) - issued 5 Feb 1968. 
X 2½d (SG532), 3d (SG567/619) 
 

Note: Perfin also found upright which may well represent a quite 
separate die.  Both dies probably single headed. 

 

Ident: John Line & Sons Ltd, Artistic Wallpaper Manufacturers, 
162-163 Aldersgate St, London EC. 
Showrooms: 50 Berners St, London W. 
Also provincial branches in Birmingham, Bournemouth, 
Bristol, Doncaster, Edinburgh, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Nottingham, Reading, Sheffield, Taunton, … 
 

In 1958 ‘K L Holdings Ltd’ was formed by the Kydd 
and Line families to acquire wallpaper manufacturers 
‘Shand Kydd Ltd’ and merchant ‘John Line and Sons Ltd’. 
Then, in 1961 ‘Wall Paper Manufacturers’ acquired a 
majority interest in ‘K L Holdings Ltd’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertisement from September 1902. 

L3180.01 

Company Logo 

Slightly taller 
variety noted: 

O ½d, 1½d 
Q ½d, 1½d 

S 2d 
U(Gph) 2d, 3d 

L3180.01a 

 

In use: 1903-1935. 
Dates: 10 Apr 1903 -15 July 1910. 
Issues: F ½d (both), 1d, 4d (gr/br)    

H 1d 
I(RC/BC) ½d, 1d 
M 1½d, 2d 
N ½d-1½d 
 

Railway Newspaper/Parcels: 
GER Type 3 (o/p L&NE) 1d 
NER Type 1 - 1d, 4d, 6d 
NER Type 2 - 6d 
 

Ident: J John Dunn & Son, 
(Incorporated with John Line & Sons Ltd), Paper Hangings 
Mfrs and Wallpaper Merchants, Low Friar St, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Also 6/20 Thornton St, 22 Clayton St, and 
Elswick Court, Northumberland St, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
  

Pmks: Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

D5000.01 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Line & Sons, Wallpaper advertisement from 1900 The Studio Magazine 
 

John Line (Senr) (1827-1911) 
His three sons were all born at Bath … 

Charles Line c1855, John Line (junr) c1858, and George Line c1861. 



 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The mixture of orientations found on the stamps with the Diagonal “LINE” (L3180.01), in which the 
sheets of stamps have been folded about both the horizontal and vertical axes prior to perforating, 

point to a customer owned perforating press. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is the ‘proving’ piece (from the collection of John Nelson) that the diagonal die, L3180.01, 
was used by ‘John Line & Sons Ltd’ at their Bournemouth branch. 

Note: The orientation is unusual in that it was fed in (after folding about both axes) upside down! 
 
 
 
There is no mention of John Line & Sons in an 1891 edition of a London Trade directory, however … 
 
London Trade directory 1895 (Dated December 1894) … 
 
 
 
 
 
Their Trade Mark says J/L&S/LandR, where presumably ‘LandR’ signifies ‘London & Reading’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DD Inv DD Inv-Rev 

Diag Down DD Rev 

DU Inv-Rev DU Inv 

DU Rev Diag Up 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Kiddies Town’ (1951), designed by Jacqueline Groag (1903-1986). 
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