
 
 
 
 

A Selection of JUTE Industry Perfins on GB 

Stamps 
 

Jute is a soft, flexible and hard-wearing bast fibre. Its fibres are long, lustrous, resilient and softer to 

touch. It has a natural colour in light tan to brown range and its fibre can be bleached and can be dyed 

well. It is the second most important vegetable fibre after cotton due to its versatility and is used chiefly 

to make cloth for wrapping bales of raw cotton, and to make coffee sacks and coarse cloth. The fibres 

are also woven into curtains, chair coverings, carpets, area rugs, hessian cloth, and backing for linoleum.  

More than a billion jute sandbags were exported from Bengal to the trenches during World War I and 

even more during WWII. 

The Jute trade is centred mainly around the Indian State of West Bengal and Bangladesh due to its 

natural fertile soil. Bengal Jute was taken to Europe early in the 17th century by the Dutch and the 

French and later by the East India Company, to Britain. By the 1790s a much larger trade had developed 

in the Scottish city of Dundee, then known as the European home of jute spinners. Crude fibre in bulk 

was exported from Bengal after 1790, but a thriving trade did not really begin until after 1850 through 

mechanised processing to meet rising demand.  

Raw jute was imported from Bengal by the British East India Company who had monopolistic access to 

this trade during that time and British entrepreneurs, known as the Jute Barons, grew rich processing 

jute and selling manufactured products made from jute. Dundee's jute factories injected new blood to 

the industry but the Dundee jute industry started to decline when the Jute Barons began investing 

money directly in jute mills in East Bengal, where the raw product mainly grew, making the finished 

products cheaper. By 1895 jute industries in Bengal overtook the Scottish jute trade and subsequently 

many Scots emigrated to Bengal to set up jute factories.  
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This presentation will explore the known Perfin users, with examples, of Jute related companies in the 

United Kingdom.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bengal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dundee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bengal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Bengal
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjFp_76t9ziAhVGhRoKHQVfCx0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.contrado.co.uk/blog/what-is-jute/&psig=AOvVaw24qVixxfgo97hjenEzJnGE&ust=1560170877167349
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0235/7459/products/DSCF8786_1024x1024.jpg?v%3D1522744725&imgrefurl=https://www.dropcoffee.com/products/jute-coffee-bags&docid=ZdZPTy4YlMqRSM&tbnid=wighm9X0z3n4PM:&vet=10ahUKEwj35LXIt9ziAhUuDWMBHXJJBvAQMwiLASgpMCk..i&w=1024&h=1024&bih=765&biw=1607&q=What%20does%20jute%20look%20like?&ved=0ahUKEwj35LXIt9ziAhUuDWMBHXJJBvAQMwiLASgpMCk&iact=mrc&uact=8


 
 
 
 

List of identified perfins known associated with the Jute industry as per Gault 

catalogue. 

 

 

Catalogue number                 Letters             Industry                                         Dates                                              

Dates in use 

 

C5680.03     (diag)                   COX                 Linen Hemp & Jute mfrs               1910 - 1920                  

C5680.03a   (diag)                   COX                 Jute mfrs & Spinners                     1895 -1910                        

C5680.05                                 COX                 Jute mfrs & Spinners                     1885 -1895              

C5680.06                                  COX                Jute mfrs & Spinners                     1881 -1885 

D0120.01                                  D.A/&Co.         Linen, Hemp & Jute mfrs               1895 - 1915                      

D0210.01p                                DB                   Jute & Flax Spinners                     1941 - 1948                         

D0300.01M                               D.B/B.Co         Jute Merchant                                1895 - 1941                             

H1470.02                                  HCo                 Jute & Fibre Merchants                 1908 -1957   

H2410.01     (diag)                    HEWETSON    Canvas, Jute & Sailcloth mfrs       1888 - 1900                          

H4970.01                                  HM/&Co          Jute, Sack Bags & Canvas mfrs     1888 – 1930                                                

H4970.05                                  HM/&Co           Hemp, Jute & Coir Merchants        1890 -1905                          

H4970.06                                  HM/&Co           Hemp, Jute & Coir Merchants        1895 -1904            

J0170.01M                                JAFFEE           Linen & Jute Merchants & mfrs      1873 - 1895                      

J0660.03                                   J.B/&Co.          Linen & Jute Merchants & mfrs      1888 -1900                      

J2843.01                                   JFL/&/CoLd     Jute, Flax & Hemp Machinery mfrs     c1910                        

L0280.05                                   L&B                 Law & Bonar Ltd                              1895 -1939                                            

L0300.01                                   L/B.                  Jute Goods mfr                               1925 -1939                   

L1970.01                                   LEVY               Jute & Flax Spinners & mfrs          1870 - 1890                          

W1340.03                                  W/&Co             Hemp, Flax, and Jute Merchants  1895 - 1915                      

W1340.05                                  W/&Co             Hemp, Flax, and Jute Merchants  1925 - 1941                        

W1340.06                                  W/&Co             Hemp, Flax, and Jute Merchants   1895 -1915                                        

W1340.06a                                W/&Co             Hemp, Flax, and Jute Merchants   1920 -1925                      

W3640.01                                  WHH/&Co..      Jute & Canvas mfrs                        1900 -1905                          

W3640.02                                  WHH/&Co..      Jute & Canvas mfrs                       1884 - 1901                      

W3660.01                                  WH/HLd.          Jute & Canvas mfrs                        1902 - 1910                              

W6830.02                                  W.S/&Co.         Hemp & Jute mfrs                          1905 - 1924                           

Des0520.01                              Diamond & Dot  Jute Goods mfr                              1905 – 1930 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 


