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PHILATELISTS ARE COLLECTORS
BUT NOT JUST OF STAMPS

• Philatelist  =  Horder

• Moved to France

• New study

• Picture of 25m2 study on the day 
I wrote these notes – after 9 
months of sorting out!



PROJECTS



IT’S A COMMON PROBLEM:
ZE’EV GALIBOV - †2018

“The son described Galibov as a
hoarder, but, unfortunately, the
family had already started throwing
stuff in a skip before I got there. It
was only when they called in a stamp
dealer (Moti Kremner) to advise
them about the stamps, that he
stopped them throwing stuff away
and phoned me.”

Casper Pottle, HH Sales



HOW DID I GET INVOLVED IN LITERATURE?

• Age 9 began to collect 
stamps

• At 25 got my first real job –
Technical Information Officer

• By the end of the 1970s, I 
had given up stamp 
collecting and turned to 
collecting the literature: All 
of it!

• Little did I know that the 
APRL would need a multi-
million dollar building

• I just had my bedroom and 
my parents’ loft



WHAT LITERATURE DOES ONE COLLECT?

Bibliographies & Indexes

History of Philately

Biographies



THE PHILATELIC BIBLIOPHILES COMPANION

• If libraries had a problem, 
bibliophiles had a bigger 
problem

• Key to literature by category –
not a library catalogue

• Essentially, I collected literature 
about the literature – primarily 
articles



THE PHILATELIC BIBLIOPHILES COMPANION
GREW LIKE TOPSY

• The Philatelic Bibliophiles Companion

• 2.2.1.2 Philatelic Periodicals

• 2.2.1.5 Current-Awareness & 
Retrospective Indexes

• 3.1.6 Translations (Personal)

• 3.3.2 Library Collections (Personal)

• 5.2 Biographies of Philatelists & Dealers

• 5.4 Philatelic & Postal Bookplates

Total

1348 pages

988 pages

276 pages

2,863 pages

463 pages

3,417 pages

973 pages

10,328 pages



THERE ARE GREAT THREATS



SO,  WHAT SHOULD I DO ABOUT IT?

• How about the Internet?

• My own web site – August 
2001

• www.philatelicliterature.org



SO,  WHAT SHOULD I DO ABOUT IT?
• FIP Literature Commission



FINE FOR A TIME
BUT TIME FOR A CHANGE

• Frank Walton – Setting up 
Royal’s expanded web site

• 2016-2018 – Nothing

• 2018 – Offered them to 
Frank

• Global Philatelic Library



SO FAR SO GOOD
BUT I’M 70 AND NOT IMMORTAL – NOW WHAT?

• Time to take stock

• Be realistic

• Cut back: Finish started projects

History of philately 
Biographies

• Make space - Get rid of all non-
essential material



GET RID - HOW?

• Sell them Books – No problem?
Stamps?
Ephemera/Archives?

• Dump them on an auction house 
- 20% in bin

60% in bulk lots

• Donate them to an organisation 
foolish enough to accept them



WHAT ABOUT THE ROYAL?
I HEAR YOU SAY

• Joined 9th April 1981

• APS/APRL; NPS; CC of NY

• Library volunteer from 1996

• Lack of space for Library

• Archives/Museum revitalised

• New building, new space & 
new policies


