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THEPERFIN§ 
of 

. Ho ML §T A TIONERY OFFKCE9 
1922=-1983 

Exhibit ·Scope 
This exhibit follows the use of perforated postage 
stamps in His/Her Majesty's Stationery Office from their 
introduction in late 1922 until their use ceased in late 
1982. Then the remarkable discovery of a large group of 
unused postage stamps in the S. 0. Mail Room in the 
Spring of 1983. 

Exhibit Plan 
Introduction (1 page), and photograph of the Hurlin & 
Son perforating machine. (1 page). 
Uses of the S Crown 0 dies through the reigns of Kings 
GV, EVill and KGVI. (14 pages). 
The changeover to HM/SO dies in 1949, why this was 
necessary and why the 1949 modification to the machine 
was unsuccessful. (4 pages). 
The Joseph Sloper modification to the machine that was 
a success explained and a die proof shown. (2 pages). 
Uses of KGVI commencing with the earliest known 
date, to the changeover the QEII. (6 pages). 
The "Constant Variety" explained. (1 Page). 
Uses through QEII, Wildings (23 pages) to Sterling 
Machins (6 pages) to, finally, the Decimal Machins. (18 
pages). 
A single-headed die only known used with four values 
of the Sterling Machin defmitives. (1 page). 
The 1983 S. 0 . Mail Room discovery. (2 pages). 

Exhibit Highlights 
Photographs of the actual perforating machine and a die 
proof provided courtesy of the British Postal Museum & 
Archives, and now owned by the exhibitor. 

Several earliest and latest dates of use. 

A number of relatively rare items 

- several examples of double and inverted perforations. 
- a vertical pair of the 1951 10/- with the lower stamp 
initialed but the upper stamp not. 
- eight mint low value Decimal Machins, with selvedge 
showing the cylinder numbers and HM/SO initialing in 
the selvedge. 
- mint gtitter pairs of the £2 and £5 Harrison & Sons 
photogravure high values -these are believed to be, in 
philatelic literature, rarely seen -that also demonstrate 
why some of the Machin decimal high values have 
reversed initialing. 

Significant items are outlined in BLUE. 

II!SS ~.n: ~GY ,t,IB'RARIAN , 
UNIVUSrrt Of 11AR!LAND , 

LAJ SCHOOL, 
BALt'DIORE, 

ADN. IIRYL.UD,u.s.A. 

fr'OIII H.M. STATIONERY OFFIC£, 
GEE STREET, 
lnNnnw 1: ~ • 



THE PERFXNS of H. M. ST A TXONERY OFFICE: 

INTRODUCTION. 

The Stationery Office was established in 1786 during the reign of His late Majesty King 
George IIi as the central organization for the printing and binding of official government 
documents, stationery and publications. 

The use of perforated postage stamps appears to have commenced in late 1922 with a 
Crown design splitting the letters Sand 0 . The machine was a treadle operated one with 
a 12 X 1 perforating die, manufactured by Messrs. Hurlin & Son. 

·=· .... ·.:. · .... 
.... e e I I I .... ·.· .·.· .... 

1922- 1949 

Late in 1948 the Post Office informed the Stationery Office that the use of a Crown in the 
perfin design contravened regulations. A provisional 12 X 1 die reading HM/SO was 
made by the Hurlin Firm and is known used only during 1949. The Stationery Office 
was allowed to use up already perforated S Crown 0 stamps while the new die was made. 
The. Hurlin modification was not successful and late in 1949 the machine was sent to 
Joseph Sloper. The Sloper firm modified the Hurlin machine with a new 12 X 1 HM/SO 
die, and it was then in use from 1950 until postage meters caused the use of postage 
stamps to cease c1982 - the actual cessation date has not been fully determined. 

. . . . . . .... ... . . : . . . 
... ... ... . . . .. . .. 

Provisional die -
Hurlin, 1949 only 

. . . . : . : .... ... . . 
.. . : ·· . ... ... . .. 

New die - Sloper, 
1950 - c1982 

Constant Variety, 
Missing pin in the M. 

l . . 
:·· ·: . ... . . . . . . ... . . . .. . . . 

Sloper s-h Die, 
c1968 - c1970. 

The differences between the provisional and new dies can be readily seen in the size and 
shape of the letters and in the positioning of the three pins that form the centre of the M. 

Sheets were perforated three at a time, one row at a time, so that inverted perfins, while 
known, are not common. There is a constant variety that exists for much of the Sloper 
period; it occurs in the fifth die from the left, the lower pin in the · centre of the M is 
missing. 

Joseph Sloper also produced a single-headed die c1968, about which very little is known, 
with use confined to four values of the Sterling Machin stamps. 



THE PERFKN§ of Ho MoST A TKONERY OFFKCE~ 

This machine, made by Hurlin & Sons, London, EC in 1922; modified by them in late 
1948; modified again in early 1950, this time by J. Sloper & Co., perforated almost all of 
the postage stamps used by the Stationery Office from 1922 until the S. 0. switched to 

postage meters c 1 98111982. 

1922-1949 Provisional 
Die 1949 only 

1950- cl98l / l982 

Photograph courtesy of the British Postal Museum & Archives (BPMA)and is the property of the exhibitor: 



THE JPERF[N§ of Ho ML §T A T[ONERY OFF[CE~ 

S Crown 0 

·:· . . . : .... . . · ·. ':. . .· ... . · ... ·.·••.· ... . 

Typo-graphed issues of King George V - Simple Cypher watermark 1922- 1924. 



THE lPERJFlN§ of H. M. §T A TITONERY OJFJFITCE~ 

S Crown 0 

.. ... :::·: : ·::· · . . .. . · .· .•.· .... 

Typo-graphed issues of King George V - Block Cypher watermark 1924- 1934 . 
. . ... ______ _ ,. ... .,. ... -. . . 

, ... •·•······ 



THE lPERFliN§ o£ H. M. §T A TliONERY OFFICE: 

S Crown 0 

·=· .... ·.: .. · .... ... . . . . . . .... ·.·.·.· .... 

Typo-graphed issues of King George V - Block Cypher watermark 1924 - 1934. 

-----··-···-. . . . . . . 
• . . . . . 
t onnopoeeeeppe 

On His Majesty's 

, .rnst.J.tu.t :f'fir !Ju.ndwirtsohu:ftliohe Betriehle 
der Un1ve'!'si tcLt G6tting~n. 

G8ttingen. 

H.M. Stationery Offi.ce, 
Sale Office, 

Adastral House, 
Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 

G~Y. 

'I 



THE PERFRNS ofH. M. STATRONERYOFFRCE~ 

S Crown 0 

... 
: ... ·.:. · .... ... . . . . . ... . ·.·.·: .... 

Typo-graphed issues of King George V- Block Cypher watermark 1924 - 1934 . 

.. ,. ·······•· 

On His Majesty's Service. 
.. 

In the event of 
an'!j correspondence 
respecting this parcel, 
please quote 

N D "87966. o. 

FROM 
THE DffiECTOR, 

Duplicating &Distributing Division 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE, 

SBEPBEBDBSS W ALX, 

Crrr RoAD, 
LoNDoN, 

N.l. 

Tne Manager. . ... 
Banque de L ' Union Paris'ienne, -

Coupon Dept. , 
6 & 8, Boulevard Haussman, 

PARIS (9e). 

16342/99 300m 11/32 886 G & S 115 200 



THE lPERFKN§ of H. M. §T A TKONERY OFFKCE: 

Government 
Publications 
of to-day 
cover a 
wide range 

S Crown 0 

·=· ... ~ .. :. · .... ... . . . . . ... . · .· .•.· .... 

Photogravure issue of King George V - 1934 - 1936. 

of subjects. ;_: 
1 

) i' ''" • ~ . ~ 1 ,.. " T 
• ' ~ ·' \ f L t I ~ J .:> !'\ I F: ~ z • E. 3 Q •• 

T-Yrite for 
Jpecimen 
MONTHLY 
CIRCULAR 

H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE, 

SHEPHERDl'SS \V ALK, 

CITY RoAo, LoNDON, N.I 

PH.D. 

IOWt. CITY. 
I 0 ·r: A , U • S • A • 



: 

THE JPERFKNS of Ho Mo ST A TKONERY OFFICE 

w 
(J -> n:: 
w 
(/) 

(/) 

~ 
(f) 
Ill 
J 
<2: 
:E 
(f) -:r: 
z 
0 

\ 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

' 
\ 

. ..... 
i 

S Crown 0 

·= . . .. . . . :. · .... .... . . . . . .... ·.·.·: . ... 

Issue of King Edward VIII. 



THE IPERFKNS of H. M. ST A TKONERY OFFICE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

S Crown 0 

·=· .... ·.:. · .... ... . . . .. . . .. . ·.·.·.· .... 

Issues of King George VI- 1937 issue: 

Sideways initialing. 



THE IPERFRN§ of H. M. ST A TRONERY OFFRCE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

S Crown 0 

·=· .... ·. : . '• ... . .. . . . . . . ... . ·.·.·: .... 

Issues of King George VI- 1941 - 1942 issue: 

11 January 1949 - latest recorded date of use for this perfm. 



THE PERFKN§ of H. M. §T A TKONERY OFFICE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

S Crown 0 

·=· .... ·.:. · .... .... . . . . . .... · .· .·.· .... 

Issues ofK.ing George VI- 1941 - 1942 issue: 

ON HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S SERVICE 

H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE,. 
SHEPHERDESS WALK; 

CITY RoAD, LONDON, N.t. 

H.M. STATIONERY OFFIC~. 

SHEPHERDESS WALK.· 

LONDON, Nl. 

,.turn Eo '""• · 
,.USLISHED IN 

8MAT 8RITAIN 

THE LIBRAR Y . 
OREGON STATE COLLEGE OF 

AGRICULTURE. 
CORVALLIS. ORE·. • 

WPR/K/F . ISI U.S.A. 

THE L 1-B-R/di! ld l, .. :· "" 
P U B 1. 1 C L I t:·R A , Y , 

DETRO I T , 
QJG/t:".• L11, , ·r ! ~ C H • , U , S • A • 

' ' . 



THE PERFKN§ of H. M. §T A TKONERY OFFICE 

His Majesty' s Stationery Office. 

S Crown 0 

·=· : ... ·. :. · .... .. . . . . . ... . · .·.·.· .... 

Issues of King George VI - 1941 - 1942 issue: 

On His Maj_~stt:_s Service 
,.1.-;- --____... •. .--.- - ·,-.... ._...__ ___ ......---
'I • 

BY AIR Jr:AIL 
THE DIRECTORS , 

CESKOS LC·VE~;SKY RCZHLA3, 
PP.AGUE. 



THE PERFKN§ of Ho Mo §T A TKONERY OFFiCE 

His Majesty' s Stationery Office. 

S Crown 0 

·=· . • .. ·.:. · .... ... . . . . . .... ·.· .·.· .... 

Issues of King George VI - 1941 - 1942 issue: 

Many examples of this perfin are found on British Industries Fair covers. With both being Crown 
Corporations, the Stationery Office looked after the printing and mailing requirements for the B. I. F. until 
it ceased in 1960. 

U undelivered :return to 
Board of Trade, 

Export Promotion Department, 
· (British Industries Fair), 

35, Old Queen Street, 
WNDON, S.W.t, 

I 



THE PERFKNS of H. M. ST A TKONERY OFFICE 
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His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

..... 
N .... .... ....... 
9 
....... 
If\ 
0 .... 
• c.:. ..... 

CQ 

S Crown 0 

·=· ..... :. . . ... ·. . ... · · . . .. . ·.·:.· . .. . 

Issues of King George VI-
1941 - 1942 issue: 

British Industries Fair, a 
second example . 



THE JPERFRN§ of H. M. §T A TRONERY OFFRCE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

S Crown 0 

. : . . • .. ·.:. · ..... ... . . . . . ... . ·.· ••.· .... 

Issues of King George VI: 

For the most part the staff at the Stationery Office who were charged with perforating the postage stamps 
seem to have been very careful, so that perforating errors are few and far between. Three perforating 
errors are shown on this page. Sideways initialing on some of the high value stamps is not considered to be 
a perforating error. 

Double perforation. 

Double perforation - upper pair of stamps. 

Inverted perforation. 



THE PERFRNSof H. M. §TATRONERYOFFRCE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

S Crown 0 

. =· .... ·.: . · .... ... . . . . . ... . ·.· .•.• .... 

Commemorative Issues: 

The Stationery Office made very limited use of Commemorative issues. The stamps show on this page are 
the only Comrnemoratives used by the S. 0. with this perfin. 

1929 Postal Union Congress. 

1935 Silver Jubilee. 

1937 Coronation and 1946 Peace issue 3d. 



THE PERFKN§ of H. M. ST A TKONERY OFFKCE 

His Majesty' s Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 
. . 

~ :·: ;·:: 
: ::: ... ~ . . .. . . . ~ 

f ............ J 

The 1949 Provisional Dies: 

As noted in the introduction, late in 1948 the Post Office informed the Stationery Office that the use of a 
Crown in the perforation pattern was in violation of the Postal Regulations; that initials only were 
permitted. The Stationery Office sent the perforating machine back to the Hurlin Company, who replaced 
the twelve S Crown 0 dies with twelve HM/SO dies, as shown in the example above. The Stationery 
Office was allowed to use up the already perforated S Crown 0 stock while the modifications were being 
made to the perforating machine. As will be explained later, this modification was not successful, and 
these dies are only known used in 1949 - hence the title. 



THE lPERJFliN§ of H. M. §T ATliONERY OFFliCE 

H undelivered return to 
Board of Trade, 

Export Promotion Department, 
{British Industries Fair), 

35, Old Queen Street, 
WNDON, S.W.l, 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 
. . :·:: :· i . . 
.. . ... . .. . .. . .. . .. 

The 1949 Provisional Dies: 

18 February 1949- the earliest recorded date. 



THE PERFKNS of H. M. ST A TKONERY OFFICE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 

1"""""""""""···1 

. ~. i ; ·:~ J 
.. . . .. . .. . . . .. . .. 

The 1949 Provisional Dies: 

Uses on wrappers and cover. 

ON HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S SERVICE 

H.M. STATIONER 
SHEPHERDESS 

LON 

ON HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE 

University I'oo': Jtorl:! _, 
4326 T!'niversi t:r 11iJ".l 

: .elrose 3h'"0 
..Jeattle. 5 • 

. ns hin_ton. 

' 
V E r; U E • 

K' 
y •• 

U . S • A • 



THE PERFKNS of H. M. ST A TKONERY OFFICE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 
. . . . 
:·: .... : . : 
.. . ... . .. . . . .. . .. 

The 1949 Provisional Dies: 

The Hurlin modification was not successful. It is believed that the pins were too long and kept jamming in 
the paper. Increased pressure by the operators to force the pins through the paper resulted in distortion of 
the letters; several examples are shown on this page. Late in the year the machine was sent to Joseph 
Sloper & Co., whose modifications will be fully explained in the next section of the exhibit. 

Distortion was evident early in the period of use as this example from the 8th of April shows - note the bend 
to the bottom pin of the right side of the M. 

H Slight bend to the bottom pin on left side. 
M Quite visible bend to several of the pins with this letter. 

S Noticeable upward bend to top three pins. 
0 Outward bulge to the upper left pin. 

S and 0 both distorted in the example on the right. 



THE PERFKN§ of H. M. §T A TKONERY OFFKCE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 
. . . =· •! ... . . .. . : ·· . . . . ... . .. 

The 1949/50 Sloper Dies: 

With the Hurlin & Son modifications not being successful - as noted in the previous section - the 
Stationery Office sent the perforating machine to the expert Firm of Joseph Sloper & Co. Ltd. late in 1949 
-possibly in December. Sloper's made a set of twelve new dies, slightly smaller than Hurlin's, and solved 
the paper jamming problem by making the letters of different lengths, so that only one letter at a time was 
going through the paper. At the same time they put one of their maker plates on the machine. This 
modification was a complete success and almost all of the perfins used by the Stationery Office for the next 
thirty-two years were perforated with these dies'. 

Photograph courtesy of the BPMA and is the property of the exhibitor: 



THE PERFINS of H. M. STATIONERY OFFICE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 
. . =· ·: :. : :. : 
... : ·· . ... ... . .. 

The Die Proofs. 

The perforating machine is now preserved in 
the British Postal Museum and Archives (BPMA) 
storage facility in Debden, Essex. 

... ·:.· . 

. 
.... :·· 

. . ... . . . 

... ·:.: . 

... ·: . . 

· .. ··: . . 

... . .. . . ... 
.. .· . . . . 

. · .· . . . . 

/ . ... ·:.: . 
• . 

··: . . 

... . . ... 

: .·. ·.· 

· .. 
•,. ... · .. 

. .. . . . .. 

... ·:.: . 
. . .. . ·.· 

... . . . .. 

·. :. ·. . ... 
: .· . 

.. •: .. . 
'• · ... . ·. 

· ... . 
: ... 

. . ... 

... .. . . 

. ... .. . . ··. . .. 
·.( · .. : 

... · . . . · 
·. . . .. 

·. :· .. ·. 
... .. . ·.. . .. ·. · .. : ··: .. 

... 
·:.· " .... . . ... 

,.·.·. .. · 

.· .·. ·.· 
. . ..• . 

. . . 

Note the missing pins in theM's of Dies 
2 and 5. The two pins in Die 2 were 
removed AFTER the machine was 
acquired by a member of the Perfin Society 
cl982/83, subsequent to its cessation by 
the Stationery Office. The pin in the centre 
of theM in Die 5 went missing very early 
in the period of use and was not replaced. 
This "constant variety" will be fully 
explained in the following pages. 

... ... . · .. ·.· 
'• · ... ·. .· .· .. ·.· 

. .. . . ... 

Die Proof provided courtesy of the BPMA and is the property of the exhibitor: 



THE PERFINSof H. M. STATIONERYOFFKCE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 
. . :· ·: :. : :. : 
... . .. .. . . . . . . . .. 

i 

1941 - 1942 issue: 

The Sloper dies were put into service early in 1950. 

ON HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE 
~ '~.: ~ t: :v JJl i w_.') I Alll· 
~ - i9 rH MAY 1950~ 
JDON ~ B IRM INGHAM: 

If undeliverE'd return to 
Board of Trade, 

Commercial Relations & Exports Department. 
(British Industries Fair), 

Horseferry House, Thomey Street, 
LONDON, S.W.l. 

S11r 19TH ~A 1 
LONDON 6 BIRM:NGHAM 

London F. S. [Foreign Section] 9 March 1950 - the earliest recorded date for the Sloper dies. 



THE PERFKN§ of H. M. §T A TKONERY OFFKCE 

His Majesty' s Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 
. . :. ·: : . : ... . . 
... ... ... ... . .. 

1941 - 1942 issue: 

ON HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S SERVI 

CHIEF TELECOII.MUNICATIONS OFHC 
CIVIL AVIA'r.IOH BRANCH, . 

J COIIISSIONER~s OFFIC~ 
HllqM~~· ;._ 

SO.UKAP.F.2870 ~ 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE, 

SHEPHERDESS WALK, 

LONDON, N.l . 
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THE IPERFKN§ of H. M. §T A TKONERY OFFKCE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 
. . =· •! :·: :. : . . ... ... ... . . . . . ... 

1950 - 1951 issue: 

The 1951 Festival of Britain 4d stamp, issued on 3 May 1951 was the only King George VI 
commemorative stamp used by the Stationery Office with the Sloper perfin dies. 



THE PERFllNS of H. M. ST A TllONERY OFF[CE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 
.. :. ·= :. : ... .. . . 
... . .. ... . . . . .. 

1951 High values- issued 3 May: 

The Stationery Office did not use the £1 value in this set. 



THE JPERFRN§ of H. M. §T ATRONERY OFFRCE 

His Majesty's Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 
.. :· ·: :I!! : . : 
.. . ... .. . . . ... ... 

1951 High values - issued 3 May: 

10/- Perforating Error- the lower stamp is perforated but the upper stamp is not . 

........•......... ..... 

. . =· ·= .... . ·: :· : ... . .. . . . . 
... . .. . .. . .. . . ... . .. ... . . . . .. . .. 



THE PERFRN§ of H. M. ST A TRONERY OFFRCE 

Die 1 

:·: :-·: ... 
• '· ... ... ... 

His I Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 

:. : !• ·= . . 
... ... .. . . . ... . . . 

The Constant Variety. 

Die 2 Die 

:· : :·:: :· : 
... ... . . ... ... ... 

3 

=· ·= . . : 
... . . 

Die4 

: ·: 
.. . . .. 

.... . .. 

. .. . . . .. 

Die 5 

. .. 
... . .. . .. 

It has not been possible to determine with any complete degree of accuracy just exactly when the centre pin 
in the M of Die 5 went missing. Based on examples in the exhibitor's collection it seems to have gone 
missing very early in the reign of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. A single example bas been recorded on 
the light colour 3d of KGVI, but this stamp was not replaced by the QEII 3d until 18 January 1954. The 
variety has not been recorded on any of the 1950/1951 changed colour values. To date it has only been 
recorded on the 1951 5/-. 

The QETI examples on this page are all from the first issue of 1952/1954. 
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1952/1954 issues - Tudor Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

A prefatory note to the Wilding issues ofQEII. The Stationery Office only used ten of the low value 
stamps in these issues. These were Yzd to 3d, 4d, 6d, 9d and 1/-. 

The Stationery Office only used these two values of the Coronation Issue. 
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1952/1954 issues- Tudor Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

he ..... ·• .!.''axon Go. J:.>td., 

·;.;, Frencis Street, 
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.:ass., U.:J. A. 
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1952/1954 issues- Tudor Crown 
Watermark- Dorothy Wilding 
portrait. 

Late use of a KGVI 
Envelope. 

HM 
so 
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1952/1954 issues - Tudor Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

ON 

ROHLtN & tEID A/8., 
S.KYRKOGATAN 5, 

HJltSlNGBORG. 

BIF.99/3490 

/f liMifi>n"trf ntu,., ID 

Btilish Industries Fair 

LONDON 

SWEDEN. 
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1952/1954 issues- Tudor Crown 
Watermark - Dorothy Wilding 
portrait. 
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1955/1958 issues- St. Edward's Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

The Constant Variety. 

Type I 

British Commonwealth Games 6d. The only value in this set used by the Stationery Office and the last 
commemorative stamp used by it. 
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1958/1965 issues - Multiple Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

I 

Light red-brown Dark red-brown 

Type I Type II 

Inverted perf Albu;o print 

Double perf 
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1958/1965 issues- Multiple Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

2d usage from two of the Stationery Office London facilities, Cornwall House, Doon Street and 29-55 Gee 
Street. 

ON HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S SERVICE 

I~E'.'! YO~K 

• U. S. A. 

From H.M.S.O. MAILING SERVICE, 
CORNWALL HOUSE, 
DOON SfR.EBT, 
LONDON. S.B.J . 

..... 
~~ 
li:,~ 
0 t: 

c~ 
~ c: DR.~.DAELEN, Q 
~~ -~ ..: EUNDESMINISTERIUII DES IHNERN, 
~ ~ RHEINDORFER STRASSE,l9S, 
. c:;; DJ'WJU 

~ " INUOt 

:t ~ GRO.'fiR. (F)69 GERVART. 
E.,.. 
c ";' 
Lt~ 

rrw l7' 
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1958/1965 issues- Multiple Crown Watermark - Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

._TEAR HERE. 

BUIID£SIIIISTERIUI ruR IIRTSCHAFT. 
ZOL1.BURO. 

Fmn . BOIIIIIBIR. 
ODIAIJ. H.M. STATIONERY OFFICB, 

P.O. Box 569, IC/CII.J'.S29 
LoNDON, S.E.l . 
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195811965 issues- Multiple Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

\ i ··:\ ,~ 
""\..:.0 

BY AIR h-tAi I. 
PAR AVICN 

.Agricultural Institute (;)f Canada , 
· Suite 100, 

176 Gloucester Street, 

O'r!Mf A, 4 , CfiT ARIO, 

C.ANADA. · 

CODE No. 23-:n. 

.i 



THE PERFKN§ of H. M. ST A TliONERY OFFICE 

Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 

!•: :· ·: : : .. . ... .. . ... . .. 

HM 
so 

. . . . 
·: 

. 
. : . ....................................... . 

1958/1965 issues- Multiple Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

The Constant Variety. 

Type II 
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195811965 issues- Multiple Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

The Constant Variety. 

ON HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S SERVICE 

ltONGELIG DANSie ....... '"-'AJ~ 
ROIERSGADE "19 

COPERHAG 
EA.I D-EO!RK 
LA.F .IO 

From H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE, 

29/SS GEE STREET. 

LONDON, E.C.l. 

Type II 
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1958/1965 issues -Multiple Crown Watermark - Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

Bright White Paper. 

Type I Type II 

Inverted perf 



THE PERFRN§ of H. M. §T A TRONERY OFFiCE 

Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 

I HM 
so 

. . 
:· .... . :. : 
... :·· . ... ... ... 

r 

... t: . 
• • ' . . ~ . : 

. . . 
........ - ... : ........ __ ! 

1958/1965 issues - Multiple Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

Bright White Paper. 

ADD. 3 

ON HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S SERVICE 

·.~~ .. 
BUlfDESr.tnJISTERIUII FUR WIRTSCHAF'l'.,. t . ' 

-ZOLLBURQ-, . . 

KEA.F.l68;~ BONN/RHE~Ruur. -fE'O'tiC ffi ftATf 
From H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE, 

29/SS GEE STREET, 
LONDON, E.C.l. 

Type II 
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1958/1965 issues- Multiple Crown Watermark - Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

Bright White Paper - The Constant Variety. 

Type II 
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1958/1965 issues- Multiple Crown Watermark - Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

The Phosphor-lined issues. 

Starting late in 1957 the Post Office commenced experiments with Automatic Letter Facing machines in an 
effort to speed up the processing of mail. In order for this process to work the machines needed special 
stamps and stamps with graphite lines printed on the backs were introduced. Because these experiments 
were conducted in Southampton, where the Stationery Office did not have a facility, the S. 0. did not 
require, or use, graphite lined issues. The graphite lines issues were superceded by those with phosphor 
bands added to the face of the stamps and then by stamps with phosphor bands alone. With these stamps 
being put into general use, they were used at the S. 0., but no commencement date bas been determined. 
These can be very hard to detect, even with a good quality UV light. All of the examples shown here, and 
on the following pages, have been checked for accuracy by using the Freeman & Foster VSC6000 machine 
at the V. G. Greene Philatelic Research Foundation in Toronto, courtesy of Mr. Garfield Portch, FRPSC. 

All of the stamp~ shown here (green phosphor, which leaves an afterglow) have two bands, unless 
otherwise indicated. 

Single Band Left Type II 
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1958/1965 issues­
Multiple Crown Watermark­

Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

The Phosphor-lined issues. 

The stamp on this cover 
has the green phosphor, 
which leaves an afterglow. 
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195811965 issues - Multiple Crown Watermar~- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

The Phosphor-lined issues. 

All of the stamps shown here (blue phosphor, which leaves no afterglow) have two bands, unless otherwise 
indicated. 

The bands on the I/- stamps can be seen with the naked eye. 

Single Band Left Single Band Right 

Typell 
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1955/1958 issues- St. Edward's Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

High Values- Waterlow & Sons and De La Rue & Co. Ltd. 

Waterlow held the contract until31 December 1957, De La Rue from 1 January 1958. It is very difficult to 
distinguish the work of the two printers; De La Rue used the Waterlow plates and the ink colours are very 
similar. Also, it is not Imown how much carryover the stationery Office had of the 1951 GVI high values. 
There is no Waterlow 10/- shown here and it is possible it did not exist. 

Waterlow. 

) 

Constant Variety. 

De LaRue. 

Constant Variety. 

Constant Variety. 



THE PERFliN§ of H. M. §T A TliONERY OFFICE 

Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 

=· ·: . : . ... : · . 
... ... . .. .. . ... ... ... . .. 

HM 
so 

=··: . .. 
... ... • -' ·-: 

-

• . . . 
·: . . • ' . 

• w : . . 
• - .:.4. __________ ! 

1958/1965 issues - Multiple Crown Watermark - Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

High Values -De La Rue & Co. Ltd. 

De La Rue commenced the use of the Multiple Crowns watermark paper on 22 July 1959. The Company 
held the contract until 31 December 1962, when it was turned over to Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. 

Constant Variety. 

Constant Variety. 
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1958/1965 issues - Multiple Crown Watermark- Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

High Values - Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. 

Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. took over the contract 1 January 1963. The engravip.g was deeper than with De 
La Rue and the colours were more bright. 

Constant Variety. Inverted perf. 
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No Watermark, April1968 
Dorothy Wilding portrait. 

High Values 
Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. 

Nice mixed franking dated 11 June 1969, 
2/6d Wilding with 6d and 5/- Machin 
to pay the 8/- rate of this item to Germany. 
The 5/- bas the Constant Variety. 

Constant Variety . 
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196711970 Sterling definitive issue- No Watermark - Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

From this point on all stamps were printed on un-watermarked paper with the Arnold Machin plaster cast 
design. Stamps have two phosphor bands, unless otherwise indicated. 

Type I Type II 

Single Centre Band Single Centre Band 

Double perf 
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1967/1970 Sterling definitive issue - No Watermark- Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

The Constant Variety - two phosphor bands, unless otherwise indicated. 

Single Centre Band. 
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1967/1970 Sterling definitive issue. 

[I] [';] ~ [!J On Her Majesty's Service 

~::~;~~· ,.;,)11¥\,f Co f" e. ~ . 'l'...,.., 
ITW3751 

.......,__ --­ItiTfRt~ATIONAL OCCtlPATIONAL SAFETY &: 
HlAI TH lNrt.R ~ATlON CENTER 

C.l.S., CASE POSTAI.E 500 
LAB. 1211 t)EUE:VE ~2 
I S • .57l1 

/\...~---.. 
SW l i t.£RI.AND 

'<... ~ 

564606 

ON HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S SERVICE 

l~ . ~ALPH E.CULLMANN 
NEni\Ri< STATE COLLEGE 

UNl ON , N.J. 07GG3 

UKAEA.F.2084 

From H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE, 

29/55 GEE STREET, 

LONDON, E.C.l. 

U.S.A. 



THE PERFKNS of H. M. §T ATKONERY OFFKCE 

Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 

HM 
so 
.. :- ·= :. : : . : . . .. . . .. ... . . . . .. 

1967/1970 Sterling definitive issue. 

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 

-+TEAR HERE 

BUNDESIINISftRitll FUR I!RTSCRAFT • 
ZOLLBURO, 

From MC/CH.r .321 

... /RHEU, 
CBIIAit. 

The Government Bookshop, 
RM. Stationery Office, 

P.O. Box 569, 
LONDON, S.E.l. 
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1967/1970 Sterling definitive issue. 

fRNMENT PUBLICATION 

•·•·••··•·•··•••• •• ··· ·······•· 
PULL 

.••..•••......•.•..... ........•. 

.,.,.,.~. I 

Prom · The Government B~ 
H.M. Stationery Offi~ 

P.O. Box 569, 
. LONDON, S.B.l. 

DESIINI~t£RIUI FUR IIRr,.,ca~ 
ZOLLBURO 

5I BONH, (RHEIN) 

COD! Nn. 23·31 

GERIANT 

~ 
BY AIR MA.~ L 

PAR AV10N 

• • 

~!(-~~ {;l 
;23~ f aa- us'-~ 

!11~ A/d 
Imprint on flap of cover. 

IL44 . . ~ 
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5 March 1969, Sterling High Values- recess printed by Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. 
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1970 Decimal High Values, recess printed, Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. - No Watermark 
-Arnold Machin plaster cast. Issued, 17 June 1970. 

These high values were the first Machins to be issued in the new decimal format and were designed to get 
people used some of the new decimal coinage issued around the same time. Where the previous Sterling 
high values bad been issued in sheets of 40, which could be accommodated quite easily in the perforating 
machine, these stamps were printed in sheets of 100 - 10 X 10, which could not. In order to be able to do 
the perforating the sheets were folded in half, so that half of the sheet had the perfin the right way on when 
viewed from the front, and the other half had the perfui reversed - as shown in the scans at the top of the 
page. 
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1970 Decimal High Values, recess printed, Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. - No Watermark 
- Arnold Machin plaster cast. Issued, 17 June 1970. 

20p used on piece to Germany. Reversed perfin. 

GJ [MJ ~ t!] On Her Majesty's Service 

From Her Majesty's Stationery Office 
29 Gee Stre et 
london, EC1V 3RN 

BUNDE:SUiifiST£RIUf.t FOR 311.2 
' ·wiRTSCHAFTUND FINA~ZEN 

5:S BONN-DUf5DORF 
3 CPS. POSTFACH 
TJ .F. EX. 3026/3112 GERMM!Y 

\.. 
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1970 Decimal High Values, recess printed, Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. - No Watermark 
-Arnold Machin plaster cast. Issued, 17 June 1970. 

SOp used on piece to Germany. 

This example, dated 1 April 1977, shows that two months after the SOp recess printed stamp had been 
replaced with the SOp photogravure, the Stationery Office, Gee Street Branch, still had stock of the old 
issue on hand. It can also be noted that the 20p is the photogravure issue. 

III m ~ [!) On Her Majesty's Service 

From Her Hajesty•s Stadone ry Office 
29 Gee Street 
Lo ndon, ECIV JRN 

3U:::::::;::.L.:.-;rr.:::i.U:d ?OR ':.'IRI;';Cf1AFT 3112 
53 i30~·!N-DU ISD:JRF ,ZOLLRI::FGRAT 

VILLE~0~3LER STRABS 76 
3 C?S. GER~ANY 
TJ.F.~X.~C~6!311 2 



THE PERFKNS of H. M. ST A TKONERY OFFKCE 

Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 

:· ·: ... 
... . .. ... .. . . . 

HM 
so 

: 
• 

.. ~ .... ~ 

:· ·! . .. : ·: 
. . . .. 

1970 Decimal High Values, recess printed, Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. - No Watermark 
- Arnold Machin plaster cast. Issued, 17 June 1970. 

£1 and 20p used on piece to Switzerland. The perfin is reversed on both high values. 

This undated example is from the Stationery Office's Basildon, Essex warehouse. 

HMSO 

Docket No. 
Departmental 
Demand/ 
Requisition Na. 

Contents 

To: 

VOL. I. 

T.EST..A.3I7 

VOL- 2. 

RAVAIL 
I22II GENEVE 22 
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1971/1982 Decimal definitive issue- No Watermark- Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

First issue, 15 February 1971. Photogravure. Two phosphor bands, except as otherwise indicated. 

Inverted perf 

Single Centre Band 

?? October 1982, the latest recorded date of regular use 
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197111982 Decimal definitive issue - No Watermark- Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

Later issues. Dates of issue shown. Photogravure. Two phosphor bands, except as otherwise indicated. 

11 Aug. 1971 

n.d. Dec. 1974 

25 Feb. 1976 Double perf 

Single Centre Band 
1 0 Sept. 1973 

24 Sept. 1975 

25 Feb. 1976 

24 Oct. 1973 

25 Feb. 1976 

2 Feb. 1977 
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1971/1982 Decimal definitive issue- No Watermark- Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

2p on periodical wrapper, 9 July 1971, to the U.S. A. 

ON HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S SERVICE 

•• RALPtl E.CULUL\111 
.. llllt STATE COLLmE 

UMIOJ.R.J.01083 
u.s.A • 

. UIAb.J'.2084 

From H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE, 

29/SS GBB STREET, 

LONDON, B.C.l. 

,.) , 
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1971/1982 Decimal definitive issue- No Watermark - Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

Two covers, both postmarked 20 October 1971, to Geneva, Switzerland, 5p and two 2'1zp stamps to pay the 
5p rate. The Stationery Office Coat of Arms is on the back flap of both covers . 

.. -.. l ' . J L•_ .. l 
- . l . 

International Vocational Information & 
Research Centre 

CIRF 

DIT 

GENEVA, S'ti!TZERLAND 

I : • • t . ' 

Jn-tUf,n~ L~ ~; . 
s~ · ,o~> 
ell 1.2.11 Gene~ 22 .; 

S.Ht.f:f~. 
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1971/1982 Decimal definitive 
issue- No Watermark­

Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

6p on cover, 28 April 1976, 
through the 

London Foreign Section 
to Montreal. 
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197111982 Decimal definitive issue- No Watermark - Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

3p and 4p on form postcard to Germany, 5 November 1975, advising a customer that a requested 
publication is not available. 

rm 
lllliSO 
ICCliS 

Buchhandlung 
Elwert und Meurer 
Hauptstrasse 101 
1 BERLIN 62 
GERMANY 
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1971/1982 Decimal definitive issue - No Watermark - Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

6p and 9p - first issue - on publication wrapper to Germany, 22 July 1971 . 

BRNMENT PUBLICATI 
..... ............................. 
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1971/1982 Decimal· definitive issue- No Watermark- Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

The Constant Variety. All stamps have two phosphor bands, except as indicated otherwise. 

Single Centre Band Right Stamp 

Left Stamp Left Stamp 

.0 -Ill~ .': '~~ _ _ _. 

Centre Stamp 
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1971/1982 Decimal definitive issue- No Watermark- Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

The Constant Variety. 

The left-hand 2p and the 2Y:zp have the Constant Variety. The Stationery Office Coat of Arms is on the 
back flap of both covers. 

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE, 
ILO PUBLICATIONS, 
CH-1211 GENEVA 22, 
SWITZERLAND. 

,_. -- - -··-·-- -

Ideal r tome 
Exhibitipn 
OLYMl?IA LO NDON . 

f ,-

INDINATION.AL LABOVR OFFICE, 

GENEVA, 

SWITZERLAND. 
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1971/1982 Decimal definitive issue - No Watermark - Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

The Constant Variety. 

The 3p stamp on the part-cover from the Basildon, Essex warehouse has the Constant Variety. 

On Her Majesty's Service 

ON HER MAJESTY'S SERVICE D63A 

HMSO 
Docke t No. 

Depa rtme ntal 
Dema nd/ 
Requis ition No. 

Contents 

To: CSD.CSPCS . 231 
COtE <GREEN >1 

CHIEF OF THE SOCIAL SECUR ITY BRANCH. 
lNTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE. 
BUREAU INT8RNATIONAL DU TRAVAIL, 
I22II GENEVE 22 . 
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1977 High Values, issued 2 February- No Watermark- Arnold Machin plaster cast. 
Photogravure, Harrison & Sons Ltd. 

These £1, £2 and £5 stamps were the last high value stamps used by the Stationery Office. Because of the 
large size and the layout of the sheets - 100 stamps in a 10 X 10 format with a centre gutter- they would 
not fit under the perforating dies of the machine. It seems that the sheets were folded down the right side of 
the gutter, thus resulting in reversed initialing on possibly half of the stamps in each sheet. 

Reversed Initialing. 
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1977 High Values, issued 2 February- No Watermark- Arnold Machin plaster cast. 
Photogravure, Harrison & Sons Ltd. 

The Constant Variety. 

Reversed Initialing. 
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1967/1970 Sterling definitive issue- No Watermark - Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

The Sloper Single-Headed Die. 

This is a very scarce die and not very much is known about it; how it came into being; where it was used 
and what t)fpe of mail the stamps from it were used upon. All known postmarks are from the London 
Foreign Section 

The die letters were larger than those in the Hurlin/Sloper machine, but the main difference was that the bar 
to the "H" consisted of two holes instead of one- see below 

: .. : :· .·: . . . . . . . . .. . . . . : ... 

While no firm dates of use have been established, the best estimate is c1968- c1970. It is only known on 
four values of the Sterling Machin definitives - three are shown here. 
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1971/1982 Decimal definitive issue- No Watermark - Arnold Machin plaster cast. 

Epilogue. 

Starting in the early 1980's the Stationery Office commenced making the switch to postage meters. By 
early 1983 the changeover was complete and postage stamps were no longer used. 

In the Spring of 1983 a financial audit of the mail room uncovered a quantity of unused perforated postage 
stamps that were about to be returned for a refund. The person doing the audit notified another auditor, 
whom he knew as a stamp collector. This person made arrangements with the Stationery Office and was 
able to purchase a quantity of the stamps. He kept the ones with the cylinder numbers for himself and 
disposed of the others. The exhibitor has since been able to acquire them from him. As can be readily 
observed, the clerk doing the p.erforating also perforated the sheet selvedge. 

They are shown at the end of the exhibit because they were discovered AFTER the Stationery Office had 
ceased to use postage stamps in favour of postage meters. 
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Epilogue - High Values. 

Also discovered in the mail room were these gutter pairs of the £2 and £5. They are believed to be unique. As noted 
previously, these sheets were too wide to go under the perforating dies without folding. These pairs demonstrate 
tbis. The £2 stamps were folded at the left side of the gutter; the £5 at the right, thus making mirror images . 
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