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Traffic Garden (def.):

• Mini-worlds of reduced-sized 
streets and scaled-down 
traffic elements

• Facilitate active play and 
development of biking and 
roadway safety skills





1937 2019

Safety Towns + Traffic Gardens



• Clontarf Traffic School alum, 1970s
• Came to US as newly-minted engineer
• Worked in bike & pedestrian design
• Biking & design advocate
• Junior Engineer-in-Training program



• Visited Portsmouth 
Safety Town, VA

• Created business 
to facilitate 
projects

• Structured process 
so children learn 
design ideas too



Traffic Garden Types

Neighborhood
Traffic Garden 

Pop-up
Traffic Garden

Temporary 
Traffic Garden

Permanent 
Traffic Garden 

(painted streets)

Permanent
Traffic Garden
(streets with 

curbs)

PLANNING + IMPLEMENTATION + COSTS + UTILITY + MAINTENANCE 



Traffic Gardens are Community Projects



Shift of Traffic Gardens to School Grounds



Comfortable & Safe Spaces for Experiential Learning

• Fun and play
• Skills building
• Confidence building
• Everyday lessons
• Learning interactions
• Roadway safety education















Lots of Planning & Design Resources Available*

* more in the works



Build Team + Take Action



Getting Projects Done through Partnerships

School Administration
DOT staff

SRTS Officials
Parks & Recreation
Biking Organization

MPO
TDM group

Public Works
Facilities Dept.

Local University & 
Researchers

Child Health NPs
Sponsors & Funders



Traffic Gardens Site Possibilities Throughout Community



BEFORE AFTER



Traffic garden is planned 
based on factors like:

• Site size and geometry
• Program plans
• Future activities









Traffic Garden Project Source of Funding
Hillcrest Park Traffic Garden, Winterville, NC AARP Community grant

Various Virginia elementary schools State DOT SRTS grant

District of Columbia school system School modernization process

Seattle school system School modernization process
Bike Safe Play Court, Hagerstown, MD Maryland Department of Health 

Mountain View Elementary Traffic Garden, 
Lacey, WA

State Farm insurance plus
community volunteer assistance

Two elementary school traffic gardens,
District of Columbia

DDOT Vision Zero grant

Lil’ Philly Safety Village, Philadelphia, PA Play Everywhere grant

Montbello Bicycle Course, Denver, CO SRTS Capital Improvement Program

Charlotte Bike Playground, Charlotte, NC Knight Foundation community grant

Seven Oaks Traffic Garden, Odenton, MD Community homeowner association

Westside Traffic Garden, Roanoke, VA Department of Motor Vehicles safety grant



Companion STEM Box Kit for School









Installation







Measuring Success

• George Mason 
University research in 
progress

• Penn State University 
launching north 
American survey (200 
installations)



Volunteers





QUESTIONS
+

Thank You

TRAFFIC GARDEN HQ
TrafficGardens.com

Fionnuala Quinn
Finn@TrafficGardens.com

703.981.7052


