


Economists had expected 
the rate to rise to 6.2 percent, 
with a loss of 25,000 more 
jobs. 

Wall Street surged on the· 
news, with the Dow Jones in­
dustrial average up more than 
84 points and the Nasdaq up 
44 points at close.·

The jobs increase gave the 
See ECONOMY, 7 A► 

Retribution: 

Acquitted in 
'97 of charges 
he stole 
$350,000, 
Mario Martinez 
eventually 
sued Brink's. 

Ex-Brink's 
worker wins 
$8.2 million 
judgment 

By SCOTT McCABE 
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

Six years ago, Brink's Inc., 
the tightfisted, heavily ar­

· mored security company, ac­
cused Mario Martinez of slip­
ping out of its Riviera Beach
branch office with $350,000.

Now, he's walking away
with $8.2 million.

A federal court jury in Mi­
ami awarded the former
Brink's carrier that amount
Thursday, agreeing that the
company maliciously sought
criminal charges against
Martinez and should pay for
destroying his reputation.

''He deserved it," said
Martinez's attorney, Daren
Stabinski of Miami. "I
wouldn't go through what he
went through for $10 million."•

Martinez, 40, spent nearly

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

six months in the Palm Beach
County Jail in 1997 awaiting
trial for allegedly stealing
$350,000 in cash in an elabo-

See BRINK'S, 7A ► 
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Pudge is de 
Pudge Rodriguez thought it would 

be hard to top the nights he dined at 
the White House as President Bush's 
guest His performance Friday evening 
in Game 3 of the National League divi­
sion series against the San Francisco 
Giants came awfully close. 

, __ · ng factor 
• 

The Marlins' catcher would have to 
call it a tie and you know what they 
say: A tie goes to the stunner. 

"Both experiences were very nice 
but tonight was really exciting," said 
Rodriguez, who drove in all the Mar­
lins' runs and made two of the game's 
more memorable defensive plays as 
Florida's season swung 180 degrees, 
from the brink of defeat to the fringe of 
a new frontier. 

The 13th-year vet­
eran's two-out single in 
the 11th inning scored 
Alex Gonzalez and 
Juan Pierre to seal the 
Marlins' 4-3 victory at 
Pro Player Stadium. 
As quickly as Rodri­
guez got around a 90-
mph fastball by Tim 
Worrell, that's how 
suddenly the natural 

fr 
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· the National League was
turn · pside down. 

Marlins hold a 2-games-to-1 
lead · the best-of-five series. It's aston-
1s ut true: The guppy in the NL's 
food !lain has the big bad shark in its 

St Lucie West Centennial cheerleaders carry balloons in memory of Jessica Clinton before Friday ni 

'I felt her here in spirit with 

Centennial High students mourn Jessica 
Clinton, who died of a heart defect. 

By LINDSAY JONES 
Palm Beach Post StajfWrite-r 

PORf ST. LUCIE - South County Stadium was 
awash in shades of pink at Friday night's football 
game between St Lucie West Centennial High 
School and Jupiter High. 

The cheerleaders wore matching pink sandals 

and pink and white ribbons in 
streaming into the stadium carri 
donned pink T-shirts and pinne 
their shirts, all in honor of 17-ye 
ton, the school's student coun 
cheerleading captain who die 
school Thursday afternoon. 

With tightly linked arms an 
down their faces, the varsity 
squads - perfectly matching fr 
red and silver uniforms down 
flip-flops - walked to the middle 

See 
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