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Compatriot Stephen Almy shaking hands 
with Lafayette on the stair landing at the 
Rhode Island State House August 25th, 
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It’s the 200 year anniversary of Lafayette’s re-
turn to the newly formed United States of 
America in 1824. Recently French diplomats, 
Lafayette’s direct descendants, and an actor 
playing Lafayette are retracing, Lafayette tri-
umphant return to the United States, where he 
received with a hero's welcome when he ar-
rived at Staten Island NY on August 15th 1824. 
From there Lafayette visited not only all of the 
original 13 colonies, but all 24 states that ex-
isted at that time, ending his tour on Septem-
ber 7th, 1825. Why do I mention this? Well, 
Lafayette was a young man when he first ar-
rived to assist the Continental Army in June 
1777. And being young and new to the colo-
nies he naturally found friendship in another 
young man who also made a name for himself 
during and after the Revolutionary War. His 
name was Captain Stephen Olney of Rhode 
Island. The exploits of Stephen Only are re-

nowned with over 5,000 different scholarly articles written about him – including sev-
eral about him being bayonetted in the stomach, and surviving, at the Battle of York-
town 1781. One of Captain Onley’s most famous and emotional moments in his life 
occurred in the summer of 1824 when General Lafayette visited Providence RI during 
his return. And I quote…. 

“As Lafayette walked up the State House steps, they strew his path with flower petals. 
At the top of the stair landing, he was greeted with affection by Captain Stephen 
Olney. Olney had served in the Second Rhode Island Regiment of Continentals at the 
Battle of Rhode Island and as commander of the Rhode Island Regiment under the 
command of Lafayette at the Siege of Yorktown in 1781. He met Captain Olney, his old 
comrade in arms, and each embraced the other with such warmth and affection that, 
according to one observer, “among the many hundreds who witnessed this honest 
and patriotic effusion of tenderness, scarcely a dry eye was to be seen.” 

Compatriot Stephen Almy  

standing next to his patriot’s grave   

Capt. Stephen Olney of Rhode Island. 
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Matt is a firefighter with Sacramento and lives in Placerville with his 
wife Hilary and his 4 children. He is a 3rd generation resident of the 
area. His Revolutionary War ancestor is Colonel James Hunter of 
Topsham Massachusetts Bay Colony (Maine). Colonel Hunter’s father 
served in the French and Indian Wars. Matt and his family were able 
to visit the family farm in June this year and were greeted by his 
Hunter family cousins which he met for the first time. The kitchen in 
the house is as it was in the 1700's and Matt and his family were able 
to visit his ancestorial graves. 

CASSAR President Don Littlefield,  
Hilary Anderson, Matt Anderson,  

and Mother Lode President Steve Belden 

Welcome Mother Lode new member Matt Anderson 



BOM Meeting Bakersfield CA October 26th, 2024 

DAR Honor Guard:  November 2nd - Granite Bay Golf Club  
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Color Guard 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chapter flag committees and chapter members can 
present flag certificates to individuals, corporations,  busi-

nesses, fire departments, police departments, schools,      
libraries, etc. that properly display the American Flag. 

CASSAR President Don Littlefield, Mother Lode Chancel-
lor Doug Drake, Mother Lode President Steve Belden pre-

sent the SAR Flag Certificate to Post Commander          
Lauralee Flannery August 7th 2024 
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Flag Certificate Presentation 
American Legion - El Dorado Post 119  
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Mother Lode’s 2024  
Law Enforcement Award Recipients 

Mike Potts -Volunteer of the Year 
Photos by Mountain Democrat Eric Jaramishian 
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Photos by Mountain Democrat Eric Jaramishian 

Steve McCallum –Sheriff’s Technician 

Sheriff’s Sargeant Nicholas Milbank 
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Placerville Detective Michael Pullman  

Corporal Eric Tutuwan 

and Sheriff ‘s Dispatcher Alexandra Santini 

Sheriff’s Deputy Scott Bate (not pictured) 

Photos by Mountain Democrat Eric Jaramishian 
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Meeting Minutes – Sept. 24, 2024 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm 

 

Attendance: Don Littlefield, Steve Belden, Bob Conover, Matt Anderson & guest Hilary An-
derson, Vince Adam, Mike Metz, Jack & guest Joy Krahn, Tom Douglas *, Gene Bell*, Randy 
Keith*, and prospective member Derek Weller. 

* On-Line 

 

Invocation: led by Steve Belden 

 On this occasion, Almighty God, fill us with your grace and understanding as we conduct the 
business of our Society. Grant us words of wisdom, and direct our paths, as we fulfill our 
roles as guardians of our national heritage. Join with us as we endeavor to honor the 
dreams of our founders by holding aloft the light of liberty. In your holy Name we pray. 
Amen. 

  

Pledge of Allegiance: led by Steve Belden 

  

The SAR Pledge: led by Steve Belden 

  

Mike Muetz motioned to approve the previous Meeting Minutes. Motions passed unani-
mously. 

  

Old Business 

Colonel Thomas Carpenter (Ret.) could not adjust his Schedule to be the guest speaker at 
the awards banquet October 30th. 

Dr. Mathew Bowdish, who is an expert on George Washington’s health, also could not com-
mit to the 30th.   
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Meeting Minutes –  Sept. 24, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 
 

Colonel Joseph Scheimer (Ret.) confirmed that he can be the guest speaker. Joseph was a 
pilot for the CIA’s Ravens (Air America) during the Vietnam War (bombing of Laos). He 
is giving his presentation at the Folsom Rotary in a few weeks and invited me to 
attend (see the President’s update below for more information.) 

 

The Sheriff’s Explorers indicated that volunteerism has been low lately and cannot com-
mit to serving at the banquet. I will be asking for help from chapter members and the 
Air Patrol Cadets to assist with set-up, kitchen, serving, and take-down. 

 

We will not be able to leverage Grilldorado (Sheriff’s internal team) as there is not 
enough time left for them to prepare. Also, the Sheriff’s Department will not be able 
to provide a Color Guard as that would cost overtime, and the Explorer’s Color Guard 
is not available.  

 

Quotes from our 2 other caterers:  

 

 



Mother Lode Dispatch Volume 19, Issue 2 Page 13 

Meeting Minutes –  Sept. 24, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 
 

It was motioned by Jack Krahn to go with Texas Back40 -3 ribs, 1 chicken, and pulled pork 
with. It passed unanimously. 

 

Tom Douglas confirmed that Doug Drake has 12 table clothes. 

Steve Belden has 11 table center pieces. 

 

Mike Muetz will provide Steve Belden with contact for the Air Patrol to perform Color 
Guard and help with serving. 

 

Ticketing / payment app - It was agreed that a RSVP Post Card will not be necessary. 

  

Bob Conover confirmed that the Sheriffs Dept. will recommend four people to be recog-
nized. Steve should have their bios by this Friday. 

 

Bob Conover confirmed that the Police Dept. will recommend two people to be recog-
nized. Steve should have their bios by this Friday. 

 

CDCR will not be recommending anyone to be recognized due to requirements to sup-
port a virtual presentation from any place in the state. This presents both jurisdictional 
and technical issues. The Sheriff’s Dept. may be able to recommend a CDCR person, how-
ever timing will probably prevent that from occurring. 

 

There was no update on the participation of CHP. 

 

Steve will prepare and donate the banquet program once the bios are received. 
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Meeting Minutes –  Sept. 24, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 
  

Outstanding payments - payments 

Insurance - completed. 

Bar - Mike Muetz has the check and will deliver this week. 

Hall Rental - Mike Muetz has the check and will deliver this week. 

Keys - Mike Muetz will secure the keys. 

Napkins - Steve Belden will provide. 

Water bottles - Steve Belden will provide. 

 

 

  

Bob Conover requested we consider using a paper ticket system to support entry control 
and post event reconciliation. Tom indicated that the list that was used last year worked 
fine. However, if we are forced to go buffet style then a paper ticket system may be war-
ranted.   

 

Don Littlefield suggest Steve look at using PayIt2 which is a no cost webpage. The link can 
be shared and posted with the Sheriffs and Police Dept. Then individuals with the link 
can purchase tickets. The service fee can be passed on to the purchaser. 

 

Gene Bell agreed to perform Taps at the end of the banquet. 

 

Randy Kaiser agreed to perform the Invocation and Benediction at the banquet. 
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Meeting Minutes –  Sept. 24, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

New Business: 

  

Tom Douglas reminded everyone that chapter dues are due Nov 1st. Matt Anderson's 
application fee did not cover the 2025 dues.  

 

Steve Belden will be attending the BOM Meeting: October 25 & 26 - Bakersfield CA. 
Don Littlefield stressed the importance of chapter participation for the state society to 
perform its business such as bylaw changes, etc. 

 

War and Service medals for chapter members - tabled. 

 

Honor Guard: October 15 - 1400 at the Sacramento Valley National Cemetery (brother 
of Neal Emory). 

 

DAR Honor Guard: October 25th - Woodcreek Golf Club. 

 

DAR Honor Guard:  November 2nd - Granite Bay Golf Club. 

 

Folsom Veteran Day Parade November 11th. 

 

El Dorado County Veterans Day Ceremony - Nov 11th. 
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Meeting Minutes –  Sept. 24, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 

Officer's Report: 

  

President by Steve Belden:  

Joe served for 24 years in the United States Air Force and retired as a Colonel.  He has 
1,005 combat hours directing air strikes in the Vietnam War and was a member of the 
Ravens, a select group of pilots who flew in the CIA’s Secret War in Laos.  After the Air 
Force, he worked as an Investment Advisor for 20 years with LPL Financial and flew 
the Intel Shuttle as a corporate pilot for several years. He joined Rotary in 1996 and 
was president of the Rotary Club of Rancho Cordova in 2012-13.  He is now a member 
of the Rotary Club of Fair Oaks.  Joe led a Group Study Exchange Team to Colombia in 
2010.  He participated in 2 wheelchair distributions to Peru and led one to Costa Rica.  
He was the District Rotary Foundation Chair for 4 years and is now the Grants Sub-
committee Chair.  Joe is married to Marie, a retired public elementary school teacher.  
They have two successful daughters, and two beautiful granddaughters, and finally a 
6-month old grandson.  He enjoys fishing, cycling, reading history and autobiog-
raphies, Corvettes and traveling. 

  

Steve Belden will talk to Tom Douglas about presenting Joseph with a Certificate of 
Appreciation. 

 

Registrar by Tom Douglas: 

No progress has been made on Tim Voss's application. 

 Secretary by Tom Douglas: 

No update 

 Treasurer by Bob Conover: 

Bob Conover noted that the current bank balance is $4,372.90, excluding outstanding 
liabilities (bar, rental, Explorers, CA Air Patrol). Several dues are outstanding. 

 Youth Activities:  

No update 
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Meeting Minutes –  Sept. 24, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 

Induction of new member Matt Anderson: 

Matt lives in Placerville and is married with 4 children. He is a 3rd generation resident of 
the area. His Revolutionary War ancestor is Colonel James Hunter of Topsham Massachu-
setts Bay Colony (Maine). His father served in the French and Indian Wars. Matt and his 
family were able to visit the family farm in June this year and were greeted by his Hunter 
family cousins which he met for the first time. The kitchen in the house is as it was in the 
1700's and Matt and his family were able to visit his ancestorial graves. 

Benediction: led by Steve Belden 

May the blessing of God Almighty rest upon us and upon all our work done in name of 
God. May God give us light to guide us, courage to support us, and love to unite us, now 
and evermore. Amen. 

SAR Recessional: led by Steve Belden 

God Bless America: led by Steve Belden 

  

Meeting Adjourned 7:40pm 
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AMERICA 250 Minute:             

 

 

 
  

 

Washington's Farewell Address is a letter written by President George Washington as 
a valedictory to "friends and fellow citizens" after 20 years of public service to the United 
States. He wrote it near the end of the second term of his presidency before retiring to his 
home at Mount Vernon in Virginia. 

  

The letter was first published as The Address of Gen. Washington to the People of Ameri-
ca on His Declining the Presidency of the United States in Claypoole's American Daily Ad-
vertiser on September 19, 1796, about ten weeks before the presidential electors cast 
their votes in the 1796 election. In it, he writes about the importance of national unity 
while warning Americans of the political dangers of regionalism, partisanship and foreign 
influence, which they must avoid to remain true to their values. It was almost immediate-
ly reprinted in newspapers around the country, and later in pamphlet form. 

The first draft was originally prepared by James Madison in June 1792, as Washington con-
templated retiring at the end of his first term in office. However, he set it aside and ran for 
a second term because of heated disputes between Secretary of the Treasury Alexander 
Hamilton and Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson which convinced Washington that the 
growing tensions would rip apart the country without his leadership. This included the 
state of foreign affairs, and divisions between the newly formed Federalist and Democratic
-Republican parties. 

  

As his second term came to a close four years later, Washington prepared a revision of the 
original letter with the help of Hamilton to write a new farewell address to announce his 
intention to decline a third term in office. He reflects on the emerging issues of the Ameri-
can political landscape in 1796, expresses his support for the government eight years after 
the adoption of the Constitution, defends his administration's record, and gives valedicto-
ry advice to the American people. The letter also attempted to reunite the country, which 
had partly turned against Washington following the controversial 1794 Jay Treaty. 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 

 
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:36 pm 

 

Attendance: Steve Belden, Tom Douglas, Matt Anderson, Mike Metz, Don Littlefield*, , 
Randy Keith*, and prospective member Derek Weller. 

* On-Line 

 

Invocation: led by Steve Belden 

Almighty God, we ask your blessing on this chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution. 
As our purpose is to promote sound learning and true patriotism and to further all that is 
good in our community, so we pray that you will strengthen our hands in all that we under-
take, that we may serve our nation to your honor and glory. Amen. 

  

Pledge of Allegiance: led by Steve Belden 

  

The SAR Pledge: led by Steve Belden 

  

Previous meeting minutes have not been published. 

 
 Old Business 

Guest Speaker: Steve Belden confirmed that Colonel Joseph Scheimer (Ret.) is still com-
mitted to presenting at the awards banquet. Steve had a chance to see his presentation at a 
Folsom Rotary event. The topic and presentation were excellent, but a little long. Joseph 
agreed to cut it down by 5-10 minutes were possible. He bought Steve dinner, and so Steve 
will reciprocate for the SAR banquet. Joseph has 1,005 combat hours directing air strikes in 
the Vietnam War and was a member of the Ravens, a select group of pilots who flew in the 
CIA’s Secret War in Laos.   
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 

 
Explorers: Sergeant Schlag indicated that a full group of Explorer's are still uncommitted, 
but he hopes to have a show up to help. Matt Anderson suggested having the Boy Scouts 
help. Matt will work on getting a few members to help - Troop 117. Steve will work it into 
the banquet program. 

 

Texas Back 40 has agreed to cater for the event on the 30th. We will need to have a bank 
check ready for them when they bring the food to the banquet. We will include an addi-
tional $100 tip. 

 

Steve Belden will confirm with Doug Drake that he will bring 12 tablecloths. 

 

Steve Belden has the table center pieces. 

 

Steve Belden has been in contact with the CA. Air Patrol cadet liaison Steve Anderly and 
he believes the cadets will be able to help out with service in addition to Color Guard. 

The RSVP date is confirmed as October 23rd. 

 

Steve Belden will work with Rebecca of Post 119 to secure the kitchen keys. 

Steve Belden will provide water and napkins. 

Tim Voss confirmed he will be providing home-made cookies for dessert. 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 

 
Outstanding payments - payments. 

Bar - paid. 

Rental - paid. 

Explorers - not paid. 

CA air patrol - no paid 

 

 

  

 

Steve Belden investigated the on-line 
ticket app Payit2 and believes it will work just fine. Steve will work with Tom Douglas to 
connect the app to the chapter's bank account. We will still accept a bank checks up to 
the start of the event for anyone who RSVPs before the 23rd. 

 

Steve Belden reviewed the logistics of entry control, point of sales payment, and on-line 
payments. 

 

Doug Drake has agreed to give his "Farm Boy to Soldier" presentation during dinner at 
the banquet. 

 

Gene Bell confirmed he will play Taps at the banquet. 

 

Randy Kaiser confirmed he will provide the Invocation and Benediction at the banquet. 

 

Steve Belden will be attending the BOM Meeting: October 25 & 26 - Bakersfield CA. 

 

War and Service Medals will be awarded in the November 26th Meeting. 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 

 
Steve Belden reviewed the PayIt2 orders - sales to date: 50 ppl head count (paid and 

comped) is $1,696, $583 due at door or P.O. Box, $954 transferred to bank. 

Total revenue/expense is a $337 loss. 

 

Steve Belden confirmed that the Mountain Democrat will be there to take photos and 
will receive a complimentary meal. 

 

Steve Belden reviewed the event timeline.  

 

Tom Douglas noted that he wants the flags to stay put so that photos are taken at a pre-
ferred location. 

 

Tom Douglas volunteered to meet and greet guests and to track entry and payments. 

 

Mike Muetz and Matt Anderson volunteered to help coordinate kitchen activity to make 
sure meals are plated and served in a timely manner. 

 

Steve Belden asked all chapter members to help with clean-up and take down. 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 

 
 

 Honor Guard: October 15 - 1400 at the Sacramento Valley National Cemetery (brother of 
Neal Emory). 

 

DAR Honor Guard: October 25th - Woodcreek Golf Club. 

 

DAR Honor Guard:  November 2nd - Granite Bay Golf Club. 

 

Folsom Veteran Day Parade November 11th. 

 

El Dorado County Veterans Day Ceremony - Nov 11th. 

 

Wreaths Across America event at the Capitol Grounds - December 9, 2024. 

DAR District II meeting at the Timber Creek Ballroom, in Roseville. DAR will gather around 
9:00 a.m., with a meeting start time at 10:00 a.m. We should be there at about 9:15 a.m. 
to prepare. January 25, 2025.   

 

Folsom Veteran Day Parade November 11th. 

 

El Dorado County Veterans Day Ceremony - November 11th. 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 

 
 

Steve Belden reviewed proposed seating and project set-up. 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 

Steve Belden reviewed the draft banquet program. 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 
 
 
 

New Business: 

No new business 

  

Officer's Report: 

  

President by Steve Belden:  

No update 

  

Registrar by Tom Douglas: 

No update 

  

Secretary by Tom Douglas: 

No update 

  

Treasurer by Bob Conover: 

Tom Douglas noted that there is about $5,300 with outstanding liabilities including 
due to CASSAR. 

  

Youth Activities:  

No update 
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Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2024 
~ continued ~ 

 
 
 
 

Benediction: led by Steve Belden 

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which is good; render 
to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; 
honor all people. Love and serve the Lord. And may the blessings of God Almighty be upon 
you and remain with you forever. Amen. 

SAR Recessional: led by Steve Belden 

God Bless America: led by Steve Belden 

  

Meeting Adjourned 7:28pm 
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AMERICA 250 Minute:             

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Hopelessly trapped at Yorktown, Virginia, British General Lord Cornwallis surrenders 8,000 
British soldiers and seamen to a larger Franco-American force on October 19, 1781, effec-
tively bringing an end to the American Revolution. 

Lord Cornwallis was one of the most capable British generals of the American Revolution. 
In 1776, he drove General George Washington’s Patriots forces out of New Jersey, and in 
1780 he won a stunning victory over General Horatio Gates’ Patriot army at Cam-
den, South Carolina. Cornwallis’ subsequent invasion of North Carolina was less success-
ful, however, and in April 1781 he led his weary and battered troops toward the Virginia 
coast, where he could maintain seaborne lines of communication with the large British ar-
my of General Henry Clinton in New York City. After conducting a series of raids against 
towns and plantations in Virginia, Cornwallis settled in the tidewater town of Yorktown in 
August. The British immediately began fortifying the town and the adjacent promontory of 
Gloucester Point across the York River. 

  

General George Washington instructed the Marquis de Lafayette, who was in Virginia with 
an American army of around 5,000 men, to block Cornwallis’ escape from Yorktown by 
land. In the meantime, Washington’s 2,500 troops in New York were joined by a French 
army of 4,000 men under the Count de Rochambeau. Washington and Rochambeau made 
plans to attack Cornwallis with the assistance of a large French fleet under the Count de 
Grasse, and on August 21 they crossed the Hudson River to march south to Yorktown. Cov-
ering 200 miles in 15 days, the allied force reached the head of Chesapeake Bay in early 
September. 

Meanwhile, a British fleet under Admiral Thomas Graves failed to break French naval su-
periority at the Battle of Virginia Capes on September 5, denying Cornwallis his expected 
reinforcements. Beginning September 14, de Grasse transported Washington and Ro-
chambeau’s men down the Chesapeake to Virginia, where they joined Lafayette and com-
pleted the encirclement of Yorktown on September 28. De Grasse landed another 3,000 
French troops carried by his fleet. During the first two weeks of October, the 14,000 Fran-
co-American troops gradually overcame the fortified British positions with the aid of de 
Grasse’s warships. A large British fleet carrying 7,000 men set out to rescue Cornwallis, 
but it was too late. 
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AMERICA 250 Minute:             

 

 

 
 ~ continued ~ 

 

 

 

On October 19, General Cornwallis surrendered 7,087 officers and men, 900 seamen, 144 
cannons, 15 galleys, a frigate, and 30 transport ships. Pleading illness, he did not attend 
the surrender ceremony, but his second-in-command, General Charles O’Hara, carried 
Cornwallis’ sword to the American and French commanders. As the British and Hessian 
troops marched out to surrender, the British bands played the song “The World Turned 
Upside Down.” 

Although the war persisted on the high seas and in other theaters, the Patriot victory at 
Yorktown effectively ended fighting in the American colonies. Peace negotiations began in 
1782, and on September 3, 1783, the Treaty of Paris was signed, formally recognizing the 
United States as a free and independent nation after eight years of war. 


