
Mount Wade Missionary Baptist Church
Adult Bible Study Lesson

God’s Will And Purpose For Humanity

Focus Part 1:  I Was Create By God Intentionally With Purpose
Primary Scripture: Ephesians 2:10
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” (CWSB)

"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." (ESV)

Note:  In this lesson, we will reference multiple scriptures to support Ephesians 2:20.  I encourage you to take personal notes, bring a Bible, and read complete text in your home study time.

The Purpose:

To help believers understand that God created every person with a divine purpose and that our greatest fulfillment comes from discovering and living according to His will and purpose in our life.
The Plan:

To focus on three key areas that will help students…
Understand that God created them on purpose and for a purpose.
Discover that salvation is the beginning of God's purpose, not the end.
Learn practical ways to fulfill God's purpose every day.

Lesson Introduction
One of the greatest questions people ask is, "Why am I here? OR What is my purpose in life?”  This is a question that should be asked by every believer especially.  Believers should not wonder the life aimlessly just taking each day as it comes.  Believers should be in a hurry constantly trying to accomplish the will of God outlined for their life.  We are created in God’s image, meaning that we should strive to be like Him.  And we are charged to do His work, which means we should be doing what He does.  
When was the last time that you witnessed to a sinner or encouraged a saint? During the earthly ministry of Jesus, He spent every opportunity present daily to share the word.  He even created opportunities by seeking the lost where the lost could be found.  To often we don’t seek the lost, especially in places were they can be found.  We wait for them to show up and church and then we run them away because we don’t know how to properly evangelize unbelievers. 
If you have ever felt incomplete, lacking something or empty, it may be the result of unfulfilled purpose in your life.  People search for purpose in careers, money, popularity, education, relationships, or possessions.  Yet none of these can fully answer the question what is my purpose.  God allows us to gain education, embark upon amazing careers, travel the world and do all sorts of things, but thats only allowed to enable and empower our purpose.  Have you ever wondered why you are working on this particular job, or why you live in this particular neighborhood.  I heard Rev. Banks say once, “The people are blessed in my neighborhood because I live there.  It my job to pray for my neighbors and partner with them to make our neighborhood a safe place to live and raise our children.”  Wow!  What an awesome way to see your place and purpose for living in his neighborhood.  He’s not there just to co-exist, but the create change for the better.
The Bible teaches that our purpose is not something we invent, it is something God reveals.  The only way to ever know and truly understand your life’s purpose is through God.  I believe that purpose is something that you love, something that brings satisfaction (even when it causes suffering), and that allows you to advance citizenship into the kingdom of God.  Restart
Before you were born, God had a plan for your life.  He created you with gifts, opportunities, and a calling to glorify Him.  Don’t you think it’s time to be about your Father’s business.  Let’s get into this lesson
Our purpose is not about becoming famous, it’s about being faithful.

I. My Purpose Begins with My Creator
Scripture: Genesis 1:26-27; Psalm 139:13-16
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.
There are some KEY WORDS in this text that deserve our attention.  A marked them in BOLD print for easy identification.  
The word “make” in the Hebrew vernacular is āśāh.  It is a verb meaning to do, to make, to accomplish, to complete.  In honoring the text, it means what God decided to do, to make, to accomplish, and to complete.  God alone decided to to this, He solemnly made it happen, He accomplished it alone and completed it with any outside assistance, advice, opinions, or resources. 
The word “image” in Hebrew is ṣelem.  A masculine noun meaning an image, a likeness, a statue, a model, a drawing, a shadow.  God image of man was according to His own likeness, statue and model. It as if He were to draw Himself in human form; therefore we are a shadow of God.  We have the shape, form and likeness imagery.  The Bible provides a literary visual description of God in man’s creation.
The word “likeness” in Hebrew is demût.  A feminine noun meaning likeness.  This word is often used to create a simile by comparing two unlike things, such as the wickedness of people and the venom of a snake.  God used the word in reference to the creation of man to express divine similarities not exact imagery.  None of us look exactly alike (not even identical twins).  But we have likenesses because we are all of the human race.  Our divine nature is in the likeness of God.
The word “dominion” is the language is rādāh.  A verb meaning to rule, to have dominion, to subjugate.  Theologically significant is the use of this word to identify people’s God-ordained relationship to the created world around them.  God created a world and then gave man control.  God’s intent is that we would control or rule the world as He would.  When God put Adam in the garden of Eden, His instructions to man was to “keep the garden,” not change, corrupt or contaminate the garden. 
The word “created” (v.27) is the Hebrew word bārā’.  It is a verb meaning to create; to bring into existence that was non-existent.  To understand who created man, we must identify the subject of the verb in the text.  (So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created…) Only God is the subject of this verb which means that God brings man into existence.  We are here because God alone decided to bring US into existence.
The word “male” differs from “female” according to the Hebrew transliteration.  Which means they are separate or different in bara (creation).  Male in Hebrew is zakar. Defined as the anatomical opposite of female (neqēbah).  Neqēbah refers to a woman, girl, or any female including animals.  God’s create the human race as two distinctive beings with the anatomy being the determining factor. (Note:  If you were born with one specific predominant anatomy, that is your gender.)
With this understanding, we know now that we are created in the likeness of God with the ability to live lives transformed by God’s word and empowered by the Holy Spirit; with a future of life eternal.

Exposition
The Bible begins by declaring that mankind was created in the image of God.  This was an intentional act of God.  Man’s creation was not accident as the “big bang theory” suggestion.  It was intent with intentions.  Our objective in this lesson is to better understand God’s intentions for our life.  Therefore let us all agree that we are God’s creations.  We read in Psalm 139 that God formed us in our mother's womb and knew every detail about us before we were born.  V. 13-14 says, “For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.” (CWSB). Let’s read it again from a different version (BBE).  “My flesh was made by you, and my parts joined together in my mother's body. I will give you praise, for I am strangely and delicately formed; your works are great wonders, and of this my soul is fully conscious.”  
The human body is an amazing creation.  It takes 17 muscles to smile, 43 to frown.  It’s much easier to smile.  An adult has 206 bones in the body, but was born with 270 bones as a new born baby.  God gave 64 additional bones in the body to protect a babies structure, organs, and limbs until muscles and tendons were strong enough to support the body.  The 64 additional bones eventually fuse together.  I’m sure this can be better explained by a science teacher, which I am not!  I’m simply hope to help you see how wonderfully made you are.  When same breath of air that fills your lungs provided need oxygen for your brain; can be blown out of your lungs at a temperature that will cool coffee and warm you hands on a cold day at the same time.  Again, we are wonderfully made and God’s greatest creations on earth.  The Bible says (Psalm 8:5), "What is man, that you keep him in mind? the son of man, that you take him into account? For you have made him only a little lower than the gods, crowning him with glory and honour.”

Consider this…
If God is our creative designer, that means that He knows exactly how we are built, He knows what we are capable of accomplishing, He know how much we can tolerate, He knows our value and worth, and He knows our purpose.  He created us with all of that in mind so that we could fulfill our purpose.
God did not create anything that He created with purpose.  God created the sun to provide warm and light.  If the sun was 10% further or 10% closer we could not survive on earth.  We would either burn up or freeze.  The sun was created with purpose and it has continued to fulfill its purpose since creation.  The only created being that has not fulfilled its purpose since creation is MAN.
Should we compare ourselves to others?  If God want us to be exactly the same, He would have created us exactly the same.  God did not make a mistake when He made you.  You look the way you look because that’s how God wanted you to look.  When we take measures to transform our look, are we doing those things to look better in the eyes of people or in the eyes of God?  Now ask yourself this question, if God created my looks, do I trust that God is satisfied with me just as I am?  
My purpose in life exceeds external beauty.  Remember what the Bible says. 
"For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7 (ESV).  
"Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.” Proverbs 31:30  
“Do not let your adorning be external... but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious.”  1 Peter 3:3–4 (ESV)
Our ultimate purpose in life is to glorify God and bring glory to God. The Bible repeatedly teaches that God's glory is the highest purpose of human life. "So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31 (ESV).  God says in Isaiah 43:8, ”Everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory.

In our next lesson we will focus on “My Purpose Is Found In Christ.”
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