
WHEN THE FAITHFUL FAIL[image: ]
Text:  Matthew 26:31-34
Age Group:  2-5

“Then said Jesus to them, All of you will be turned away from me this night: for it is said in the Writings, I will put to death the keeper of the sheep, and the sheep of the flock will be put to flight. But after I am come back from the dead, I will go before you into Galilee. But Peter made answer and said to him, Though all may be turned away from you, I will never be turned away. Jesus said to him, Truly I say to you that this night, before the hour of the cock's cry, you will say three times that you have no knowledge of me.”
Introduction
One evening, Jesus and His disciples finished eating a special meal together called “The Lord’s Supper.” Then they began walking to a quiet garden called Gethsemane. As they walked, Jesus told them something very sad. He said, "Tonight, all of you will run away when I am arrested."The disciples could not believe it.  Peter quickly said, "Even if everyone else leaves You, I never will! I will stay with You forever!” The other disciples agreed. They all believed they would be brave in the face of danger.
Jesus loved them, but He knew what would happen. He told Peter, "Before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will say three times that you do not even know Me.” Peter shook his head. "Never! I would rather die than leave You."
Later that night, soldiers came to arrest Jesus and He had been praying in the garden of Gethsemane.  The garden was an olive press used to crush the olives to get the oil out of them.  The best part of the olive could only be removed by crushing the olive.  Jesus had to be crushed in order to complete His best work.  
When the soldiers arrived, Peter tried to protect Jesus. He even pulled out a sword to fight. But Jesus told him to put the sword away because God's plan was different. Then something sad happened. The disciples became afraid. One by one, they ran away and left Jesus alone.
A little later, Peter stood outside where Jesus was being questioned. People recognized Peter and said, "You are one of Jesus' followers!” Peter became frightened. The first time he said, "I don't know what you're talking about.” A second person asked him, and Peter answered, "I don't know Him.” A third time someone said Peter had been with Jesus. Again Peter said, "I don't know Him.” Just then, a rooster crowed. Peter remembered what Jesus had said. He realized he had not kept his promise. Peter was very sorry and cried because he loved Jesus.
Have you ever promised to do the right thing but then made a mistake? We all do sometimes. Even great people in the Bible made wrong choices. Noah got drunk. Abraham told a lie because he was afraid. Samson told his secret.  David had a man kill to cover his sin. Moses disobeyed God. Peter was afraid and denied knowing Jesus.  All of us have failed at some point.  
Conclusion
The good news is that even when our faith fails, God still loves us and continues to work in our favor.  It would be long after this that Jesus would go to the cross and die for our sins.  Yes He died for your sins and mine and now we have forgiveness through salvation. Even when people fail, God never fails. The Bible says, "If we are faithless, He remains faithful" (2 Timothy 2:13). God always keeps His promises. His love never runs out. Every morning His mercy is new. When we confess our sins and trust Him, He forgives us and helps us become stronger. Peter failed that night, but Jesus did not stop loving him. After Jesus rose from the dead, He forgave Peter and gave him important work to do. Peter became a bold preacher who told many people about Jesus.
We may make mistakes, but Jesus is always faithful. He loves us, forgives us, and helps us follow Him.
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