
“Called To Be A Fisher Of Men[image: ]"
Scripture:  Luke 5:10

Age Group:  16-18


Key Verse
“Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.’”  Luke 5:10

INTRODUCTION

In this lesson, we will learn how Simon Peter and his friends met Jesus and became Fishers of men. No one who meets Jesus stays the same. This lesson is aimed at pre-teens and teens. By the end of this study, they should have learnt about the following: • Inviting Jesus into our lives. • Trusting God even when it's not easy. • The need to follow Jesus. 

MEMORY VERSE: Simon answered him, “Master, we worked all night, and took nothing; but at your word I will let down the net." Luke 5:5 

The Lesson

Simon Peter and his brother Andrew were experienced Fishermen in Israel. They were friends and possible business partners with two other brothers named James and John. Before they met Jesus, they were ordinary working-class men carrying on with their daily life and responsibilities.

One day, after an unsuccessful fishing expedition, frustrated, they began to wash their fishing nets to return home empty-handed after catching no fish the whole night. Then, Jesus stepped in. 

Jesus asked Simon to use his boat as a pulpit to preach God's word to the people. When Jesus finished, He told the fishermen to go out and fish again. Simon Peter informed Jesus of their unfortunate night of fishing, but they obeyed the instruction of Jesus, which birthed a great miracle that brought an abundance of fish. When the fishermen thought they had seen it all, Jesus called them to follow him and become "fishers of men." They chose to follow Jesus, and this was the beginning of a brand-new life for them all. 

A few years later, they became part of the Apostles who led the early church. They moved from being Fishermen to "Fishers of Men!" 

KEY POINTS FROM THE PASSAGE 

1. IT ALL BEGINS WITH SURRENDERING TO JESUS. (Luke 5:3) 

The miracle that happened in today's passage began when Simon Peter surrendered his boat to Jesus to preach the gospel to people. After a disappointing outing overnight, Simon Peter could have declined to help Jesus with his boat and go back home downcast and disappointed. Perhaps, if Simon Peter did not allow Jesus to use His boat, he would have lost the miracle that Jesus performed. Maybe, he would have also lost his opportunity to become an Apostle. Even the little choices we make have significant consequences. In essence, we must learn to look past our current disappointments and do God's will. Often, we get caught up in ourselves, focus on our problems and forget about Jesus. We are to invite Jesus into every aspect. We must invite Jesus into our homes, classroom, workplace, relationships, hobbies, conversation, etc.

2. TRUST JESUS EVEN WHEN YOU THINK YOU KNOW BETTER (Luke 5:5) 

Simon Peter was an experienced Fisherman; he didn't need a carpenter from Nazareth to teach him how to fish. He must have tried all the skills and tactics to catch fish throughout the night, all to no avail. So, it was strange, maybe even belittling, when Jesus told him to let down his fishing nets one more time. Now it was the wrong time of day to catch fish. If they couldn’t catch any fish in the night, there was no chance at day. He must have thought, "What real difference would it make to throw the net over the other side of a small boat?" However, Simon Peter trusted Jesus and obeyed His instruction and what a glorious result it yielded! Similarly, we must never think we know it all. God might give us instructions that sometimes seem not to make sense. Nonetheless, we must always realize that He knows more than we do, and He always wants the best for us. We must stop our ego from getting in the way of obeying Jesus. When we trust God, we will obey all His instructions, no matter how unusual they seem, because they will always bring something great in the end. 

3. JESUS WANTS US TO FOLLOW HIM (Luke 5: 10) 

Jesus performed a miracle for Simon Peter and his friends not just because He wanted to make them happy or say "thank you" for lending the boat. Jesus wanted to reveal who He was and invite them to follow Him. That was the whole idea behind the miracle from the start! When Simon Peter and his friends chose to follow Jesus, they got much more than they could ever imagine. Just like the fish in the nets. Jesus wanted to give them life and have it abundantly (John 10:10). He was teaching them He is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think (Ephesians 3:20). God always blesses His children tremendously. But He wants us to follow Him despite these blessings. The biggest blessing is not the things God can give us but that God gives us Himself. 

4. FOLLOWING JESUS MEANS LEAVING SOME THINGS BEHIND (Luke 5:11) 

It is impossible to move forward and remain in the same place. It's the same with following Jesus. You can't follow Him and stay in the world at the same time. God wants us to choose one: either we follow Him or the world and its sinful ways. Jesus’ invitation is "leave and follow." When we choose to follow Jesus, we must also decide to leave all our sinful ways and all that God does not want behind. It must have taken Simon Peter a lot to follow Jesus. He had to leave the vast number of fish he had just caught. He had to leave his family business behind. He had to leave the comfort of a familiar life and surrounding to follow Jesus. However, God rewarded him greatly. God always rewards those who choose to follow Him. But it never comes without a cost. Jesus challenges us to have an eternal perspective and choose the eternal over the temporary (Matthew 16:25). 


CONCLUSION 

We should welcome Jesus into our lives. God desire is to use us to change the world.
God knows what’s best for our life, so we should trust Him and obey His instructions. It will always lead to great blessings in the end.
God’s plan for us is more than we can imagine. God has the power to do the impossible even when we have experienced a drought. 
Following Jesus comes at a cost. We must leave certain things behind.  Sometimes we even have to leave some people behind.
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