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(1-12)  And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.


Introduction

Jesus was moved with compassion over their desperate plight and need. He knew that He could not reach them by Himself, so He was driven to get alone with His disciples. He had to begin preparing them for their ministry to the multitudes.

Who is Jesus addressing in verses 1–2?
What repeated word begins each statement in verses 3–11?
List each group of people Jesus calls “blessed.”
What promise is given to the “poor in spirit” (v. 3)?
What will happen to those who mourn (v. 4)?
What inheritance is promised to the meek (v. 5)?
What satisfaction is promised to those who hunger and thirst for righteousness (v. 6)?
What is the outcome for the merciful (v. 7)?
What is promised to the pure in heart (v. 8)?
What title is given to peacemakers (v. 9)?
What reward is given to those persecuted for righteousness (vv. 10–12)?
How does Jesus expand on persecution in verses 11–12?

Imagine how the crowd’s attention was riveted on Jesus when He uttered His first word: “Blessed.” (The Latin word for blessed is beatus, and from this comes the word beatitude.) This was a powerful word to those who heard Jesus that day. To them it meant “divine joy and perfect happiness.” The word was not used for humans; it described the kind of joy experienced only by the gods or the dead. “Blessed” implied an inner satisfaction and sufficiency that did not depend on outward circumstances for happiness. This is what the Lord offers those who trust Him!


5:3  Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 
To be “poor in spirit” is to be in spiritual poverty, to be conscious of one’s continual dependence on God.  Kingdom people recognize their own inadequacy and insufficiency apart from God.  Dr. John McArthur says, “As long as you think you are rich in spirit, you’ll actually be independent and proud.  So become a spiritual beggar.”  We need God for more than just a “get out of jail free” card.  We need God to empower us to be what He created and called us to be in His kingdom.

God’s kingdom refers to God’s rule & reign.  If you are poor in spirit, you will get to see God’s heavenly rule & reign in your earthly life nor life eternal.  Only by being desperately dependent on God can you become what he created you to be.  Our surrender to God enable us to see through God’s eyes, think God’s thoughts, and live as God lives through us.

To be poor in spirit means to be humble, to have a correct estimate of oneself (Rom. 12:3).  It does not mean to be “poor spirited” and have no backbone at all!  Believers are not spiritual weaklings, but spiritual warriors; ready to fight against the “powers and principalities of this world.”  The “poor in spirit” is the opposite of the world’s attitudes of self-praise and self-assertion.  It is not a false humility that says, “I am not worth anything, I can’t do anything!”  It is honesty with ourselves: we know ourselves (the good and bad), accept ourselves (who we are and can be), and try to be ourselves to the glory of God.  1 Corinthians 15:10 says, “But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”

5:4  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  This refers to being saddened by the things that sadden God.  God grieves over the sin and wretchedness of the world (Read Genesis 6:5–6).  Jesus lamented over the disobedience of Jerusalem (Matt 23) and wept over the existence of death, which sin had produced (John 11:35).  We must not laugh at sin or make excuses for that which causes God to mourn.  Sin and its consequences surround us in so much that we are tempted to become numb.  Think about those things that we overlook, ignore and have accepted as social norms that are sin in God’s eyes.  The Church is not a critical over unmarried couples living together as husband and wife as we once were.  The Church has excused the consumption and sale of alcohol, when according to our doctrine, we vowed to with stain.  Rather than accepting sin, we must pray that God would give us the emotions of His heart, so that we can experience the comfort of God to encourage and strengthen us.

We mourn over sin and despise it. We see sin the way God sees it and seek to treat it the way God does. Those who cover sin or defend sin certainly have the wrong attitude toward sin.

5:5 Blessed are the meek (humble), for they will inherit the earth.  Some translations render “the humble” as “the meek.”  It’s important to understand that meekness doesn’t mean weakness.  Meekness is not weakness, for both Moses and Jesus were meek men (Num. 12:3; Matt. 11:29).  Consider, for example, the process of breaking a horse.  The idea is not to break the horse of its strength or speed; rather, the goal is to break the horse of its self-will.   This word translated “meek” was used by the Greeks to describe power under control.  As long as you remain independent and “wild,” you will never maximize God’s intention for you.  To be meek is to learn to submit your will to God’s.  Those who do will inherit what God has allotted for them.

Ps 37:11 says, “But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.”  It promises that the meek (the humble, the lowly, those who depend on the Lord rather than themselves would inherit the earth. the earth. Although this could mean simply “the land,” which the Jewish people of Jesus day spoke of concerning the righteous “inheriting the kingdom” and thus ruling the world (Dan 7.14).


5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  This blessing is about having the right spiritual appetite.  Far too many of God’s children are malnourished, not because they don’t eat, but because they eat the wrong things.  Donuts taste good, but they have no nutritional value, unlike kale, spinach and broccoli.  You can’t have a donut-level spiritual diet and then wonder why you don’t experience God’s blessings.  To hunger for righteousness is to apply the righteous standard of God to your life.  You need to be hungry for that which pleases God.  Real value comes from real truths.  Real truth will reveal how for we are away from God.  It will change what we consume so that we will become spiritually healty.  If you train your appetite in this way you will be filled, that is, you’ll be satisfied with divine contentment.  Discontentment will give way to satisfaction in God.  Christian meekness is based on humility, which is not a natural quality but an outgrowth of a renewed nature.

Shall be filled (χορτασθήσονται). A very strong and graphic word, originally applied to the feeding and fattening of animals in a stall. In Apoc. 19:21, it is used of the filling of the birds with the flesh of God’s enemies. Also of the multitudes fed with the loaves and fishes (Matt. 14:20; Mark 8:8; Luke 9:17). It is manifestly appropriate here as expressing the complete satisfaction of spiritual hunger and thirst.

5:7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  John Wesley refers to the merciful as the tender-hearted; those who love all men as themselves.  Whatever mercy therefore we desire from God, let us show the same towards our brethren.  He will repay us a thousand fold, the love we give to others for his sake.

To receive mercy is to not get what you deserve, to receive pity instead of just condemnation.  Rather, when you’re guilty, mercy removes the misery you ought to receive.  There’s a blessing for those who extend it, because you can bank on the fact that a time is coming when you’ll need mercy.  This is the Golden Rule in action.  “Whatever you want others to do for you, do also the same for them” (Matt 7:12).

The adjective for merciful means those whose are determined to show mercy, not those who engage in an occasional merciful impulse.  Such people will receive mercy, a truth we often observe in this life.  But Jesus is surely referring basically to a final factual truth.  There are people who show by their habitual merciful deeds that they have responded to God’s love and are living by his grace.  They will receive mercy on the last day.

5:8  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  Purity of heart involves being authentic, and this begins with honesty before God.  Prayer for many people is a stale practice because there is no raw (completely honest, unfiltered, and emotionally real) conversation with God; a conversation that is respectful, but raw.  We must go to God with our hearts completely open because we’re not hiding anything from Him; He knows everything already.  So come clean with him about the good, the bad, and the ugly, and you’ll see him operating powerfully in your life.  Remember this, it is impossible to hide anything from God.

This beatitude probably alludes to Ps. 24:3–4 which says, “Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart.”  Those who are pure in heart, Jesus promises, shall see God.  “This is the generation of those who seek Him, who seek Thy face, even Jacob” (Ps. 24:6).  The promise to see God stands in tension, with the story in which Moses is denied his request to see God’s face (Exod. 33:20).  But in the eschatological day (end of time), the righteous (pure in heart) shall see God.  This is a promise that we have from God to all those who believe in Him and strive to prepare their heart to see God.

5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.  To be at peace is to be in harmony.  To be a peacemaker is to be a mediator and resolve conflicts between estranged parties, whether individuals or groups.  You make peace by identifying the truth, addressing the sin, and constructing a bridge between those who are at odds with one another.  Peacemaking can be difficult work.  But, if we persevere in it, we will be called “sons of God” because we will resemble our Daddy.  He sent the Son of God to be our mediator, bridging the gap created by our sin and granting us peace with Him.

The peacemakers, Jesus promises, shall be called sons of God. The righteous are called “sons of God” in a few places in the Old Testament and related literature: “You are the sons of the LORD your God” (Deut. 14:1); “You are the sons of the living God” (Hos. 1:10; 2:1); “Blessed be my son Jacob and all the sons of God Most High, unto all the ages” (Jub. 22:11); see also Exod. 4:22; Jer. 31:9.


5:10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, they shall be called the children of God.  The kingdom of heaven is not about being persecuted because of wickedness.  Instead it’s about being mistreated because you display the kingdom characteristics that are described in Matthew 5:3–9.  Some people won’t like you for being what God redeemed you to be.  

Persecution may take on a variety of forms and come from a variety of sources (family, friends, employer, society, cultural surroundings, and even the government).  But in receiving it you’ll be in the company of a class of an amazing class of people identified in the Bible as a “great cloud of witnesses (see Heb. 11) of whom the world is not worthy (Heb 11:38).  If you’re willing to be rejected by men to be accepted by God, the kingdom of heaven is yours.  

5:11–12 These verses expand on the idea in 5:10.  It’s hard to believe that undergoing persecution is a blessing, but Jesus wanted his disciples to know that he was serious.  Notice that the persecution that brings blessing is directly tied to Jesus.  When they insult you and tell lies about you because of Jesus, you are blessed (5:11).  Since essentially the same thing happened to the Old Testament prophets, you’re in good company.  But how can you be glad and rejoice in the midst of the mess?  You can remember that your reward is great (5:12).  God knows how to deliver; this is what Paul told the Romans, “The sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us.” (Rom 8:18).  There is a blessing coming to those who remain faithful in under fire.  Don’t allow the world to change you.  You become a world changer.
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