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[bookmark: policy-statement]1. Policy Statement
Academix Learning Alternative Provision is committed to providing an inclusive, supportive and nurturing environment where pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) are able to engage with learning, feel safe and make progress from their individual starting points.
We recognise that many pupils attending alternative provision have complex needs, including ADHD, autism, SEMH, trauma-related needs, anxiety, PDA and behavioural challenges. This policy sets out how we identify, support and review SEND within a safeguarding-focused, trauma-informed framework.

[bookmark: scope]2. Scope
This policy applies to all pupils attending Academix Learning Alternative Provision, regardless of whether they have a formal diagnosis or Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).

[bookmark: send-definition]3. SEND Definition
Academix Learning AP follows the definition of SEND as set out in the SEND Code of Practice (2015).
A pupil has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.

[bookmark: send-aims]4. SEND Aims
Our aims are to: - identify SEND needs early - provide appropriate support and reasonable adjustments - remove barriers to learning and engagement - promote inclusion, wellbeing and positive behaviour - work in partnership with parents, schools and local authorities

[bookmark: identifying-send]5. Identifying SEND
SEND may be identified through: - information from referring schools or local authorities - EHCPs or support plans - assessment and observation - behaviour, attendance or emotional regulation concerns
Identification is ongoing and responsive.

[bookmark: supporting-pupils-with-send]6. Supporting Pupils with SEND
Support strategies may include: - personalised timetables or phased attendance - short, focused learning sessions - sensory or movement breaks - adapted teaching approaches - small group or 1:1 support - emotional regulation and wellbeing support
All support is tailored to individual needs.

[bookmark: curriculum-access-and-adaptation]7. Curriculum Access and Adaptation
The curriculum is adapted to ensure pupils with SEND can access learning.
· reasonable adjustments are made
· learning is delivered in manageable steps
· progress is measured against individual starting points
This aligns with the Curriculum Policy.

[bookmark: behaviour-and-send]8. Behaviour and SEND
Behaviour is understood as communication.
· behaviour expectations are adapted where appropriate
· behaviour support plans reflect SEND needs
· escalation procedures consider SEND and safeguarding
This approach aligns with the Behaviour Policy.

[bookmark: send-and-safeguarding]9. SEND and Safeguarding
Pupils with SEND may be more vulnerable to safeguarding risks.
· staff remain vigilant to safeguarding indicators
· behaviour or attendance concerns may trigger safeguarding review
· concerns are reported to the DSL without delay
This aligns with the Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy.

[bookmark: risk-assessment-and-send]10. Risk Assessment and SEND
Individual risk assessments are used where pupils have additional needs that impact safety.
· risk assessments support safe inclusion
· control measures are personalised
This aligns with the Risk Assessment Policy.

[bookmark: X469569c90837291ac3460198b1fe138ce9c6e5c]11. Working with Parents, Schools and Local Authorities
Academix Learning AP works in partnership with: - parents and carers - referring schools - local authorities
Information is shared appropriately to support pupils.

[bookmark: training-and-staff-awareness]12. Training and Staff Awareness
· staff are trained in SEND awareness
· staff understand trauma-informed and neurodiversity-informed practice
· guidance is provided as needed

[bookmark: monitoring-and-review]13. Monitoring and Review
SEND support is monitored through: - regular pupil reviews - observation of engagement and progress - review of support strategies
Adjustments are made where necessary.

[bookmark: complaints]14. Complaints
Concerns relating to SEND provision are managed in line with the Complaints Policy.

[bookmark: policy-review]15. Policy Review
This policy is reviewed annually or sooner if statutory guidance changes.

This SEND Policy supports inclusive practice and meets Independent School Standards requirements.
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