NORTH CAROLINA

ENERGY POLICY TASK FORGE

What It Is and What It Does

Governor Josh Stein created the North Carolina Energy Policy Task Force on August 26, 2025 to
help guide the state’s energy future as electricity demand rises across North Carolina, driven in part
by population growth and large energy users like data centers.

The Task Force is charged with developing recommendations to keep energy reliable, affordable, and
clean while reducing carbon emissions, and will release annual public reports on state energy policy
beginning February 15, 2026.

WHO

m Co-chaired by Representative Kyle Hall and NCDEQ Secretary D. Reid Wilson

® Up to 30 members, currently at capacity. For a full list of members, visit this site and find the Agenda
and Member Packet.

® Members include elected officials, business and commerce representatives, and some nonprofit
organizations, but do not include direct representation from everyday North Carolina workers.

m Supported by staff from the NC Clean Energy Technology Center, the Governor’s Office, NCDEQ, and
the NC Department of Commerce.

WHERE

Task Force meetings are open to the public and may be attended in person or watched virtually.
Registration for upcoming meetings is available online through this form.

WHY IT MATTERS

As electricity demand and prices rise, Governor Josh Stein created the Task Force to help strengthen
North Carolina’s electricity system while keeping power affordable, reliable, and clean. Its work comes
amid recent state energy legislation that delayed interim carbon-reduction targets for utilities, shifted
more fuel costs onto residential customers, and raised concerns about long-term costs for ratepayers.

At the same time, residential electricity prices have increased faster than overall inflation, according to
federal data. This comes at a time where a surge of Al data centers is driving up power and water
demand across North Carolina, increasing emissions and electricity costs for customers.

The Task Force will also study the expansion of data centers across North Carolina and how their growing
energy and water demands could affect electricity costs, emissions, and reliability for residents.

It is charged with recommending policies that reduce carbon emissions and support North Carolina’s
clean energy economy, which employs more than 100,000 people statewide.



https://www.wral.com/news/investigates/north-carolina-data-center-costs-electricity-water-air-quality-questions-february-2026/
https://governor.nc.gov/executive-order-no-23-establishing-north-carolina-energy-policy-task-force
https://governor.nc.gov/NCEPTF
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/704
https://www.deq.nc.gov/about/leadership/d-reid-wilson
https://governor.nc.gov/NCEPTF
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=3IF2etC5mkSFw-zCbNftGUeihtl_k5tBsFJTH-Bx74FUQVdDM1pLRERUMFkxWVMxRTZGSExPNjFMRS4u&route=shorturl
https://businessnc.com/legislators-override-stein-repeal-interim-carbon-cut-goal/
https://ncnewsline.com/2025/08/01/will-the-power-bill-reduction-act-make-electric-bills-in-nc-go-up-or-down/
https://ncnewsline.com/2025/08/01/will-the-power-bill-reduction-act-make-electric-bills-in-nc-go-up-or-down/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-ZU9hz-hVh2gWopla5R1WdHN5uLiEI6L/view
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=65284&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.wral.com/news/investigates/north-carolina-data-center-costs-electricity-water-air-quality-questions-february-2026/

