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SHOT DOWN BEHIND ENEMY LINES
RAF MUSEUM, HENDON, 24 October 2012

WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE SOCIETY'S CHAIRMAN
Air Vice-Marshal Nigel Baldwin CB CBE

Ladies and gentlemen — good morning. It is a pleat see you
all here in our usual and much appreciated venue.

Today’s Chairman, Air Marshal Sir Roger Austinsimever been a
prisoner of war but, like many of us, has beenddrto serve in the
Ministry of Defence in Whitehall. Some might fedlat that bears
some comparison.

But well before that he was a QFI on Jet Provtisés, in the
1960s, he flew Hunters from Tengah with No 20 Saming) the
Confrontation with Indonesia. He then commanded 9doSqgn at
West Raynham before converting to the, then newri¢taGR1 as a
Flight Commander on No 4 Sgn in Germany. Back tttéfing as the
wing commander CO of the Harrier OCU before comnvamndRAF
Chivenor with its Hawk-equipped Tactical WeaponstUn

He subsequently filled the posts of: Gp Capt Op#l@ Strike
Command; OC RAF Stanley in the Falkland Islands édiately after
the 1982 war; Air Officer in charge of the CentFalctics and Trials
Organisation; Commandant of the RAF College at @snand a
series of ever ascending posts within the MOD Pwoent
Executive, eventually culminating in his appointiag Deputy Chief
of Defence Procurement (Operations) from 1995 t@61®ith a seat
on the Air Force Board.

Since retiring from the RAF, he has been the Mati®resident of
the Royal British Legion, the President of the Wigt Services
Association and a trustee of the RAF BenevolentdFdm fill in his
spare time, for a decade from 1997, as a flyingeffin the Voluntary
Reserve, he flew with No 6 AEF at Benson, introdgcimore than
5,000 Air Cadets to the joys of flying.

Sir Roger — thank you for volunteering to keepatgd show on the
road. You have control.



OPENING REMARKS BY SEMINAR CHAIRMAN

Air Marshal Sir Roger Austin KCB

Thank you Nigel. | have to confess that my knalgke of escape
and evasion is extremely limited, although | haae hwo somewhat
superficial brushes with the trade. The first wasrdy the war when a
generous Ministry of Food provided three-year dikis me, and many
of this audience too, | suspect, with a daily mataé orange juice and
cod liver oil. If you are not familiar with the tat, just imagine a
cod’s liver being put through a mangle — what dripsg is what it
tastes like. So, whenever | saw my mother reacfin¢he spoon’ |
would escape and evade by taking refuge in oneyofiey holes in
the garden. It wasn't a very big garden, but neittes | at the time.

My second experience occurred when | was with Bl&gn when
it was involved in the Confrontation with Indonesiathe mid-1960s.
At one stage it seemed possible that we might Hytba required to
do something beastly to the opposition and a mameda brief us on
escape and evasion. Rule Number One was the stiamdatra of, ‘if
you get caught stick to Number, Rank and Name.” 3éeond bit of
helpful advice was, ‘Be wary of approaching thealscbut do try to
get back.” Easier said than done, of course, asingeback’ would
have involved a swim of at least 30 miles, so | baén hoping for
something a little more specific.

So, as you can see, | have much to learn anddsaeager as you
are to hear today’'s’ speakers, so without moreladd introduce the
first of them, Air Cdre Graham Pitchfork.



THE ORGANISATION OF ESCAPE AND EVASION
Air Cdre Graham Pitchfork

Following an initial Canberra tour in Germany,
in 1965, Graham Pitchfork, a Cranwell-trained
navigator, was seconded to the FAA to fly
Buccaneers. Thereafter his career was
inextricably linked with that aeroplane,
culminating in command of No 208 Sqgn. He later
commanded RAF Finningley and was
Commandant OASChefore a final tour as

A Director of Operational Intelligence. Among the
many aviation-related books he has written, &t Down And On
the Run' is particularly germane to today’s proceedings.

Introduction

An inevitable outcome of war is that some men bdlcaptured by
the enemy and others will find themselves cut efiibd enemy lines.
It was just as inevitable that a few would attertgptescape from
captivity and others would go to great lengthsvioiéhbeing captured.
Some would succeed and this created significantamjilimplications
for all sides.

During the Second World War it was stressed to#titers and
men that it was their duty to escape. The diversibmanpower to
cater for prisoners of war (POWSs), escapers, esaderd the
underground movements that supported them was stasdrproblem
for enemy forces, and kept many men tied down in-oyerational
activities away from the battlefield. In this inelat way, those who fell
behind enemy lines were still able to play an ingatr part on the
path to victory.

The return of evaders and escapers provided eetr@ous boost
for the morale of others, demonstrating to thent tha unthinkable
and unknown could be mastered and lead to sucoesfreedom. It
also highlighted that those who were properly pregpa both
physically and mentally, could achieve successnofigainst great
odds. From a military standpoint there were alsgehbienefits, none

1 Pitchfork, G; Shot Down and on the Run: True Stories of RAF and

Commonwealth Aircrews of WWIThe National Archives, Kew, 2003).
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more so than the return of highly-trained men whald continue to

make a valuable contribution to the war effort.sTiias a major factor
for the RAF, when the training of aircrew was betry long and

expensive, and the return of those shot down retitieeneed to train
replacements. Many of them also returned with \@kiintelligence,

not least a lot of technical data about how and waingraft had been
shot down, on bomb damage assessment and theiti@po$ enemy

forces in the areas they had travelled through.

As the war progressed, great advances were madgtiering
intelligence to support POW camps and the escapeanaation,
making it possible to establish and support estdaqes’, and some of
these will be discussed in detail by Roger Staftee pages 74-1p2
To gather and assess the wealth of informationmigtg evaders were
able to provide, a comprehensive de-briefing systeas created in
order to gain a better understanding of the teclesiqof evasion,
where the safest routes existed, and the valueevfqus training and
the escape aids they carried. In turn, these expess were acted
upon to provide better advice and escape aidshfiset that followed
and this information was disseminated in bulletifesgtures and
briefings. At the same time, agile minds developeate sophisticated
and subtle escape and survival aids to be issuatd®w before they
flew on operations. All these measures had an impac¢he attitude,
knowledge and ability of aircrew to avoid captuaed thus, there was
an ever-changing approach to escape and evasiotheFuramatic
changes occurred when the Allies landed in Italyuty 1943 and in
Normandy in June 1944, creating new situationsef@ders, not least
the new problem of having to cross battle linesetch safety.

After that brief introduction, | want to look irose detail at how
MI9 came into being and how it developed.

Development of MI9

Throughout the First World War there still exiseedomewhat old-
fashioned notion that to be captured by the enemmy some kind of
disgrace. There was, therefore, little encouragénten escape,
although this did not stop some determined men ftonmg, and
some were successful. It was not until 1917 thextethivas a realisation
amongst the military intelligence staff that thevas a potentially
large untapped source of intelligence materiallalsée from returning
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escapers. To exploit this opportunity the War Cffiestablished a
small intelligence directorate, known as Mila. #dhlittle time to

have any significant impact but it was at leastegifning and a
realisation that specialist support for escapes eraders was both
necessary and valuable.

With the end of the ‘war to end all wars’, littention was paid
to the possibility of other major wars in the fareable future, least of
all a need to maintain Mila. However, by late 198% war looking
very likely, two staff officers started to give serattention to the need
for an organization similar to the old Mila. CapRARawlinson, who
had been a young officer on the staff of Mila & &md of the First
World War, was mobilised in the summer of 1939 wherwas tasked
to review arrangements for the interrogation ofrey@risoners, and
the support for escape and evasion. The othereoffias Maj J C F
Holland who had been appointed to a research brdatdr named
MIR, to study irregular warfare. Amongst the subgebe reviewed
was the need to provide prisoners of war with suppar escape
attempts, and in October he submitted a detailgbrpautlining the
organization that would be needed. Others had stisded to pay
attention to the needs of prisoners of war andpessaincluding those
who had experience of such activities in the Rivsrld War, and MI1
arranged a series of conferences to discuss théomagrd.

From the outset of these discussions, it was appdhat a joint
service approach was necessary, and the DirectorNa¥al
Intelligence (DNI) and the Director of Intelligen¢® of I) at the Air
Ministry were consulted. The outcome of these varimitiatives was
the establishment on 23 December 1939 of a nevioregithin the
Directorate of Military Intelligence (DMI), MI9, wh the task of
combining the work of Mlla with certain aspectdtué work of MIR.
The brief minute to establish MI9 was given a vianjted circulation
to MI5, MI6, the naval and air intelligence branstend DMI's two
deputies.

Initially, MI9 was a very minor operation sustaih@most entirely
by the force of personality of a very few peoples e war
progressed, and more men ended up behind enemy, lihe
organization expanded significantly. Understandalby far the
largest element was based in London in supporh@fwar in north-
west Europe, not least because of the increasingpbeu of aircrew
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shot down over enemy-occupie
territory. In later years, MI9 establishe
other large sections in Cairo and |
Calcutta.

Placed in charge of MI9 was Ma
Norman Crockatt DSO MC, who hag
served with distinction in the Firs
World War, and he would provide 3
focused and dynamic leadership for t
section for the remainder of the war.
defined his objectives as:

1. To facilitate escapes by British _
prisoners of war, thereby gettin _Maj Norman Crockatt
back service personnel an DSO MC, Head of MI9.

containing additional enemy manpower on guard dutie

2. To facilitate the return to the United Kingdom diose who
succeeded in evading capture.

3. To collect and distribute information.
4. To assist in the denial of information to the enemy

5. To maintain the morale of British prisoners of vimrenemy
hands.

MI9 was accommodated in the Metropole Hotel, closé/hitehall
in Northumberland Avenue. It was divided into twecsons, MI9a
dealing with enemy prisoners and Rawlinson wadrpaharge of this
section. The second section, MI9b, was respondireall aspects
relating to Allied prisoners and evaders. Followitite German
bombing of London in September 1940, Crockatt moved
organization to a country house at Wilton Parkhie €hilterns where
it became known as Camp 20, Beaconsfield.

A top secret section of MI9 was formed in the isgrof 1941 for
the purpose of assisting evaders and escapersoid aapture in
enemy occupied Western Europe and return to theetikingdom. It
remained located in Room 900 in the War Officeratte rest of MI9
moved to Beaconsfield and initially was controlladts activities by
the over-riding authority of the Special IntelligenService (SIS),
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Lt Col Jimmy Langley MBE MC (left) and Lt Col Aifdgave DSO
OBE MC joined MI9, as captains, in 1941 and 194spextively, and
remained with the organisation for the rest of .

better known as MI6.

Appointed to this section on formation was Captndy Langley
MC of the Coldstream Guards who had been capturBdikirk after
being severely wounded. Despite having his left amputated, he
made a daring escape to Marseille, where after va rigonths
internment by the Vichy French, he was repatrigtedhe United
Kingdom. Unfit for combat duties, he was offeredagpointment in
MI6 to organise escape lines through north-westopelr Although
paid and commanded by MI6, he was nominally on Katits staff in
MI9 where he served with distinction throughout tingr. Joining his
staff in May 1942 was Capt Airey Neave DSO who laégb been
wounded and captured at Dunkirk before ending uth@infamous
prison at Colditz Castle. He made a brilliant escap reach
Switzerland before completing his escape througimée and Spain to
Gibraltar. He spent the rest of the war with MI9Qamising and
supporting the escape lines.

In the early stages of its existence, 1S9(D) hastbp secret section
was known, faced considerable difficulties and laypabwards its
work. At the end of the war, Crockatt stated in feport on MI9
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activities, ‘The oft repeated statement that NUgEsith Cavell, who
apparently worked for SIS, had been discoveredutitroassisting a
prisoner of war seemed to dictate the whole atitatl SIS towards
the section. They were determined to prevent egadrd escapers
from involving them in any way. This attitude magvie been correct
from their own security aspect, but it was a tarrdfandicap to those
trying to build up an organization.” Crockatt aclwiedged that after
two years MI6 had begun to recognise the needujgpart for IS9(D).
However, he added the rider, ‘this was due to the@disation that
increased numbers of evaders on the Continent ezgning under the
orbits of their organizations and endangering thgents.’

As the establishment of MI9 increased, Crockatinsappreciated
that there was a need to prepare combatants b#feyewent on
operations. This included ‘preventive training’ qfiruction in escape
and evasion), and the issue and regular updatimgnefv publication,
The MI9 Bulletin which passed on information on all aspects of
escape and evasion including sanitised reportsafessful evasions.

All this added to a significant expansion of MI9grk and, in
December 1941, a separate Deputy Directorate wablisfied to deal
with POWs and Rawlinson’s MI9a was formed into avreection,
MI19. The original MI9b became the new MI9, whichasvre-
organized into two sub-sections. One dealt withothnation, the
distribution of information and liaison with otheservices,
government departments and overseas commands. thbe MI9d,
was responsible for organising training for alkethiServices, the issue
of escape and evasion equipment, and the promaitgatiinformation
to units at home and MI9 organizations overseafckatt was
promoted to become the Deputy Director of this weganization.

An important development stemming from these rarajements
was the establishment of a school in Highgate,hnbandon, which
was given the non-committal title — Intelligenceh8al 9 (1S9). Its
role was to train Intelligence Officers from alkréle Services so that
they could then brief the men in their units onititeicacies of escape
and evasion.

One very important section of the school was ISP(@éponsible
for the interrogation of escapers, evaders andniapd personnel. It
soon became apparent that these people had adg@adf valuable
information for various organizations, and the d&fbrg was
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structured accordingly before reports for wide rilistion were
compiled

Most returning escapers and evaders were intdedga London
after an initial debrief in Gibraltar. MI9 was vegpnscious of the
welfare aspects of those returning, many of whouh been ‘on the
run’ for many months, and others who had suffertiqular hardship
and gruelling experiences. A standard form was umd the
interrogations and designed in such a way thatviddal annexes
could be distributed to appropriate authoritieshaitt necessarily
disclosing the whole report. The main report corgdiinformation on
an escape or evasion up to the point where theithdil passed into
the hands of ‘an organization.” No names of perseeie mentioned,
or any descriptions given which might have ideetlfihelpers. The
main report had a fairly wide distribution. Appexdi was classified
Top Secret and contained the names and addresdesipafrs, the
nature of the assistance that they had providedeladant dates. This
information was particularly important for IS9(D)@ eventually, the
sections charged with tracing and rewarding help@kack List’
foreigners were also included in Appendix A, whibhd a very
limited circulation. Appendix B contained militaiptelligence and
information and was distributed to the service depents and others
that might have an interest. Appendix C was alsasgified Top
Secret. It continued the narrative after the escapecvader came
under the control of an organization. Names andesses of helpers,
and their descriptions where necessary were indludénally,
Appendix D gave details of the use and value okEwape aids.

These reports had a considerable influence omefygalicy. Non-
classified information could be incorporated imaining, lectures and
publications. Planning of escapes could be modiéiad kept up to
date based on the changing situation in the thedtoperations. An
important aspect was to identify individuals foraads to escapers
and helpers, to settle claims for expenses incureeil to pay
compensation. The interrogation allowed MI9 to kéepouch with
the progress of escape lines on the Continent. rQ&®/ernment
departments and the three Services could be kdptniad on
conditions in enemy and enemy-occupied countrieb @m military
and specialist subjects. Finally, MI5 could be mfed of matters of
security interest affecting prisoners of war andd®=rs and to assist
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them in interrogating any personnel whose case® wegarded as
doubtful from the security point of view.

As the number of airmen returning after succelsescaping or
avoiding capture increased, so further refinemeatdd be made. As
planning for the invasion of Normandy, Operation ERLORD,
commenced in 1943, it was realized that a new @eatiould be
required to meet the changing circumstances ofdhmccupation of
France, and IS9(WEA), ie Western Europe Area, wsatabdished
under the command of Jimmy Langley. Some of thabdished
escape lines would no longer be required, but neablepms would
arise as Allied armies advanced through the ocdup@untries. In
particular, it was anticipated that many men shmtr behind enemy
lines after the invasion would remain in hidingatwait liberation. The
work of IS9(WEA) in establishing reception areas these men
behind enemy lines are epic stories deservingpdrsge accounts.

It is important to mention the close co-operattbat developed
with the United States. In many aspects of warféwe Americans had
their own views on how to achieve their aims, vefien pursuing
their own course of action. As Foot and Langleyl saitheir history
of MI9,” ‘Escape and evasion provided a body of common
predicaments for British and American fighting meand the
Americans, finding a British set-up in working ordbat was already
producing results, were delighted to join in. Mestape and evasion
training, inter-service already on the British sidecame inter-Allied
as well.” The Americans appointed W Stull Holt t@nk alongside
Crockatt to establish for American aircrew guidetirbased on MI9’s
experience. Following his report, they set up ayveimilar
organization for dealing with escape and evasiothiwithe US
Military Intelligence Service (MIS) called MIS-X. it British and
American aircrew operating in the same skies owaope, it was
manifestly sensible for MI9 and MIS-X to work iroske harmony and
to share knowledge on escape lines and evasionitees. The two
men formed a very close relationship and the ssooEMIS-X, under
the excellent leadership of Lt Col Ed Johnston assured. The return
of almost 3,500 American airmen from behind eneimgd in north-

2 Foot, M R D and Langley, J Myll9: Escape and Evasion 1939-19Bodley
Head, London, 1979).



west Europe speaks
volumes for the co-
operation and efficiency
of the two organ-
izations.

Overseas Theatres

Finally, we should
not overlook the plight
of those operating in
other theatres of war. As
early as August 1940,
MI9 had established a
section in the Middle

ast and Mediterranean
( fea under the overall

command of Col
Dudley Clarke, and known under various cover nanieg, most
frequently as ‘A’ Force. Many of the principles @éyped in London
were relevant in the Mediterranean and Middle EBasas and there
were a number of successful escapes and evasiorssabe whole
area particularly from Italy and the Balkans. Dgrthe North African
campaign, a number of aircrew came down behind gie@s. MI9,
with the support of the Long Range Desert Groutaldished a
network of contact points using local Senussi Arahg they assisted
in the recovery of numerous aircrew, some fromaasab 450 miles
behind the fluctuating front line and there are sastirring accounts
of men who walked back after spending as long asl®& in the
harsh climate of the desert.

In October 1941, MI9 started work in the Far East, it was not
until the autumn of 1943 that it became a signifidarce when it was
known as the ‘E’ Group. Treatment by the Japanesddcbe, and
often was, brutal and escaping from a POW camp wdsally
impossible. The evader faced significantly différproblems to those
in a similar situation in Europe. Just as in Europ®9 produced
bulletins and guides to assist those who came dovtine jungle but
the colossal areas to be covered on foot were almssrmountable
and it was also impossible for a white-skinned pscar evader to

In North Africa many downed aircrew wer
assisted by Senussi tribesmen.
Historical Branch)
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This Beaufighter crew, Wg Cdr George Nottage andCfFgNorman
Bolitho of No 177 Sqgn, were in the jungle for 28sland were helped
by Chin tribesman before they were picked up by Rgti aircraft
landing behind enemy lines. (N Bolitho)

make himself look like the local population. Despihese incredible
difficulties, a handful of RAF aircrew did manageavoid capture in
Burma and return to Allied lines but survival wae first priority in
the jungle before attempts to evade could be censid

Early days in North West Europe

Turning now to a brief review of how the first egealines in
north-west Europe became established before Rdgetdd looks in
more detail at the creation and activities of thibhse followed.

By June 1940, German forces occupied the wholaooth-west
Europe except the United Kingdom. The withdrawahfrFrance of
the BEF left some 2,000 British forces free in Emanlt has been
estimated that about half of them managed to retbengreat majority
having travelled south through France and overdgraarcation line
set up between the German-occupied north and tbley\Gontrolled
unoccupied zone in the south. Once south of theadzation line they
were still liable for arrest, but the Vichy polid&l not hand them over
to the Germans. Instead, they were lodged in &seaf forts in the
Marseille region. The experiences of these earlgdexs heading
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Shot down in May 1940, Wg Cdr Embry was being neatcimto
captivity when he passed this roadsign. Taking ilma omen, he broke
away and eventually reached Spain. This picture ta&sen in 1950
during a visit to France to thank those who hadsied him.

south helped pave the way for the humerous ‘esliapg’ that soon
developed, and which proved so successful. Wittuaily no ground
actions over the next four years, evaders in Weskrope came
almost entirely from the air forces.

We have seen how Crockatt and his staff struggpedstablish
MI9, and to foster interest in escape and evasitie. return of men
who escaped from Dunkirk aroused some interesttHaue was still a
considerable degree of apathy amongst senior doffioé all three
Services but in particular, and very surprisinglyose of the RAF.
The return of Wg Cdr (later Air Chf Mshl Sir) Bagimbry DSO, who
was shot down on 28 May 1940 as he led a formatfdBlenheims
against a target near St Omer, suddenly alerte@ sdements of the
RAF that it was possible for shot down aircrew é&burn safely to
fight another day. Embry managed to escape twideréehis third
attempt succeeded when he made his own way hom&pam in
August. He was a very charismatic and energeticefiwith a very
forceful personality. He had a distinguished reaafrdervice spanning



The division of France prior to the German occupatof territory
previously administered by the Vichy governmeitomember 1942.
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many years in the RAF; he had been selected fangtion to group
captain on the day he was shot down; he was wedwhnand

respected, so people listened to what he had toFsmy and Langley
commented, ‘His example and his energy did mucliixavasion

firmly in the heads of both MI9’s staff and of tlér Ministry’s, as

one of the modes of war to which they would thesrafieed to pay
full heed.’

Following the fall of France and the chaotic aativf men in
Marseille, Claude Dansey, the highly influentiapdty chief of MI6,
tasked a young man, Donald Darling, to travel tacBmna and
establish routes into France using Spanish guidesrder to obtain
information on the situation in Vichy-held Frand@arling, who
assumed the codename ‘Sunday’, had been in Spaingdthe
Spanish Civil War. He spoke the language fluerdiyd he had an
excellent knowledge of the border area between Aadand the
Mediterranean coast. He immediately set to worketwuit guides to
accompany agents over the Pyrenees into Francee @ms was
established, MI6 offered to establish an escape ilinreverse, from
Marseille to Barcelona.

Darling made contact with Michel Pareyre, a garageer in
Perpignan, and successfully negotiated a deal vhittm. The
arrangement required Pareyre to provide his gai@gthe reception
of evaders before he passed them on to DarlinggiSp guides who
would take them into Spain. For each successfuhputo Spain, the
guides were to be paid £4fdr each officer and £20 for other ranks.
In Spain, Darling established routes from waysigevay stations to
the British Consulate in Barcelona where, afters@arly difficulties,
he was able to establish a reception system bef@eers were passed
to the British Embassy in Madrid, where he expareheven greater
difficulties with the British Ambassador, beforeethvaders moved on
to Gibraltar.

Darling’s activities soon came to the attentiontbé Spanish
authorities, and in May 1941 he was forced to dpefilom Lisbon
where he remained until January 1942 when he mpeedanently to
Gibraltar to become MI9’'s chief. From this time ards, Darling
interrogated every evader before arranging his gogssback to

3 About £1750 in today’s money. Ed.
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England. By seeing each one, he was able to quidklytify trends,
spot new opportunities, and the need to change eimforce
procedures. It also allowed him to monitor the warld assess the
validity of the helpers, and he was one of thet ficsrecognise the
treachery of a British soldier who had escaped fiamkirk, who had
assumed an identity of Captain Harold ‘Paul’ Ca@ename that did
not appear in the British Army List, and a man would do
irreparable damage to some of the escape linedtingsun the
execution of many patriots before he was gunnednddy the
Maquis

Once Darling had established the route from Pagpighrough to
Spain, he needed to create the link to Marseilleita that was
particularly suitable as a major reception area @bendestine
activities. He made contact with Capt lan Garrowowlad escaped
from Dunkirk to Marseille, and the first major epealine, later to
become the famous ‘Pat’ Line, came into existence.

From these early beginnings, escape lines throhigiiand,
Belgium and France developed quickly from 1940 awwawith
losses increasing as the Allied bomber offensithagad momentum,
resulting in large numbers of Allied aircrew findirthemselves in
enemy-occupied territory.

Of the many aircrew shot down, almost all headedblland and
Belgium en route to France as this offered the éedsible route for
returning to England. Due to the heavily defendedsdines, there
was virtually no opportunity to return by sea, Buance had common
borders with neutral Spain and Switzerland. A fawhie very north of
the region headed for neutral Sweden. The oddsuofess were
heavily against an evader, but the climate and gebical
environment were familiar and he could mingle wite local
population, once he was properly attired, withdtrtaating too much
attention. Most importantly, the vast majority betpopulation of all
occupied countries were anti-German, and many vpeepared to
offer assistance. There never seemed to be a ghodh willing
helpers prepared to take the gravest risks totamgslers, and their
courage reaches heights that few of us can eitltamaor fully
appreciate.

By 1941, the method of evasion was well definedvikg landed
safely, aircrew headed for the occupied countriberes the majority
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The 95 ton, 117 ft Camper & Nicholson MGB 502 aes) one of
several fast RN gunboats used to pick up evaders the coast of
Brittany (Norman Hine)

were picked up by an ‘organization’ and fed intesystem of ‘safe
houses’ whose owners hid and fed them before sgntiem to a
collecting point in the Hague, Amsterdam, Liegeus¥els, Paris,
Marseille or Toulouse. They were provided with éalgapers and
clothes before being taken by couriers on trainadimg for the
frontier zones where they met guides who led thewver othe
mountains to Spain. Later in the war, a few wereovered from
Brittany by Royal Navy motor torpedo boats.

The reception of evaders in the two neutral coestivaried
significantly. Entry into Switzerland presented major geographical
obstacles and the Swiss border police were mositalmito return an
evader once he had arrived on Swiss territory. rAfée brief
interrogation at a police station they were handeel to the British
Legation in Berne.

Crossing into Spain presented an altogether diffteproposition.
The natural barrier of the Pyrenees provided a iftaibie obstacle,
which was virtually impassable without a guide. Therder was
declared a ‘Forbidden Zone’ through which civiliamsre not allowed
to travel, and it was heavily patrolled by the Gans: If an evader
succeeded in crossing the mountains, the Spanistebpolice were
likely to return him to the Germans, so it was imignt to treat the
border area in Spain as if it were enemy territ@nyd to continue
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evading until well clear. If the crossing had beeith the aid of a
guide, it was important to send him ahead to makgact with the
British Consul, and await his return. Taking mormyfalse papers
into Spain was a crime that often resulted in agorisentence and, as
one Intelligence Officer used to brief the aircréisons in Spain are
not nice places.” Many evaders were to discoverftrahemselves.

The Germans soon became aware that aircrew weadingv
capture and must be receiving organised help. Ratdly, troops
could not be on the spot whenever aircrew crastieldror arrived by
parachute. Adding to the German’s problems wasetlex-growing
army of those willing to assist aircrew, despite thuch-advertised
consequences displayed on the many posters in &wery outlining
the penalties for ‘Aiding the Enemy’. However, tliestapomade
strenuous efforts to infiltrate the escape linesd @hey achieved
considerable successes with the help of their ovem mposing as
Allied aircrew or by a few traitors, such as CoMho served them.
The treatment of those caught sheltering evadess lwatal. Those
considered to be unimportant to their enquirieso ithe wider
organization were executed, sometimes with theiilfas. If the real
organisers and main characters were captured, ezlt wubmitted to
severe torture and incarceration in a concentratamp where many
died. There was always the risk to an escape hirmugh treachery,
and Airey Neave estimated that 150 or more helged as result of
being betrayed in addition to the hundreds captimedhe Gestapo
who never returned to their homeland.

Before | start to stray into the domain of theadms that follow,
this is an appropriate place to finish, in memdryhe many hundreds
of helpers who gave their lives to assist Allieditaniy personnel to
return to fight another day.
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MAPS (AND MORE) FOR THE CHAPS — ESCAPE AIDS AND
TRAINING

Peter Elliott

After training as a technical librarian, Peter Eilit
spent six years working for the Ministry of Defence
including two years at Farnborough, before joining
the RAF Museum in 1984. He is currently Senior
Keeper in the Department of Research and
Information Services, which manages the Museum'’s
. archive and library collections. He holds an MA in
Archives and Records Management, and in January
2012 he was appointed Chairman of the Royal
Aeronautical Society’s Historical Group.

‘Now pay attention, 007..." How many times have waatd that
phrase heralding some remarkable gadget cunnirigijeh in what
would seem to be a harmless everyday object? Yobabty know
that lan Fleming worked in Naval Intelligence andsvthus likely to
have seen some of the clever devices used by gajpiamties and
others, but did you know that Desmond Llewellyn,omblayed Q,
spent most of the war as a POW#e would probably have come
across several of the escape aids produced by Mi%auggled into
POW camps.

Some of the gadgets developed as escape aidshlrenawn, but
less is known about the way in which they were eorexd, and only a
little has been published on how aircrew were meghéor Escape and
Evasion. The most frequently-cited sources are ddidt Official
Secretand Foot and LangleyM|9: Escape and Evasion, 1939-1945
Although Christopher Clayton Huttdmas a strong claim to be the
originator of many escape devices, my paper witskhat a number
of ideas came from the RAF itself. The Museum ha@dsextensive
collection of illustrations created by or for Huitpshowing how his
devices were hidden and used.

| will also look at the training given to aircraw prepare them for
life on the run or in camps, and describe the wiaysvhich MI9
supplied POWSs with material to help them escape.

But first, it would be wrong not to say somethadgput Hutton. In
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the First World War he served in the
infantry before transferring to the
Royal Flying Corps, and in February
1940 he was commissioned into the
Intelligence Corps and joined MI9.
Foot and Langley sum him up fairly
well: ‘His enthusiasm was as unlimited
as his ingenuity, or his capacity for
getting into trouble with the staid
authorities of service and civilian
officialdom. At one time or another he
was in difficulties with senior officers
of all three services, with MI5, MIG6,
Scotland Yard, the Customs
, authorities, the Bank of England, the
Christopher Clayton Hutton Ministries of Food and of P?oduction,
as a Capt, RFC. and several local police forces.’

It is perhaps unsurprising that he left MI9 dueiltohealth —
although a Treasury Solicitor’s fflesays that his ‘methods were
causing embarrassment to MI9.” He then worked eisiban at RAF
Medmenham and in January 1944 tried to join theciab®©perations
Executive — his filtwas stamped ‘Not To Be Employed.’

Reading Hutton’'s book gives the impression that \wes
responsible for devising all the escape aids dgeeldor the British
services, but it is evident from wider study thamg of the ideas
came to MI9 from the Royal Air Force. There is ayvaseful series of
Bomber Command files in the National Archivdsyt very little from
the other commands — we do not know whether thanigndication
that they were less inventive, or whether the fiye simply not
preserved.

It seems that the RAF recognised that war was gnm 1936 Air
Publication 1548 was issued, giving instructions ‘regarding
precautions to be taken in the event of fallingittie hands of an
enemy’ but it was simply a rehash of a 1918 pubitcd® — even the
reprint issued in May 1940 talked about ‘writingi@te to say you are
safe [...] to be dropped over the lines.” Althouglydtve good advice
regarding interrogation and the need to avoid dsoh information,
the only advice regarding escape was: ‘Don’t be wnlogarted if
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By January 1940 crews were being provided with allsrhox
containing chocolate, malted milk, beef extracteéthand matches. A
later addition was water purifying tablets and Beddne, in a
container that could be used as a water bottleesghllustrations are
from the Museum’s extensive collection of Huttoorspred artwork.
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captured. Opportunities for escape will preseninbadves. Keep your
eyes and ears open for any information which yooktmay be of
value should you succeed in escaping.’ | think gould forgive any
serviceman who read that for adding, ‘You’re onryown, chum!’

However, as early as October 1939 Bomber Commasdseeking
instructions for officers and other ranks in methad escap&. The
War Office — and we should bear in mind that thssvduring the
Phoney War — was ‘inclined to think that such mstion would be
bad for morale’® MI9 had determined that the three essentials for
escape and evasion were a supply of food, maps@mgasses. A
memo giving hints for travelling through Germanyswiasued later
that month, and it mentions that all members ofwsrevould be
provided with a small map of Germany and a magnagiedle:* By
January 1940 crews were being provided with aldnel containing
chocolate, malted milk and beef extract tabletsyels as maps. The
escape pack was developed over time and graduastives to
include water purifying tablets and Benzedrine,aircontainer that
could be used as a water bottle. A supply of ferergpney — obtained
via the Bank of England — was also provided, ihitian the pack but
later in separate wallets with maps of the relevamitory.

You are probably aware that escape maps on sitke vesued to
aircrew; a letter dated 27 March 1940 reported tBat Hall of
No 102 Squadron has made a tracing from the Yzomilinap on a
piece of parachute silk using Columbia non-stialooa paper™® Just
over a month later MI9 issued maps on both silk pager. Hutton
had persuaded the map publishers Bartholomew andsSo allow
their maps to be used, waiving royalties as theitribution to the
war effort, and he found printers capable of praggenaps on silk —
a tricky process, as the ink ran and the detaitauine blurred. The
answer was to use pectin — more familiar as anggétgent in jam! —
although he could have asked the Ordnance Sufve¥hey had
produced silk maps of the Lake District some 50yearlier’ Maps
were also printed on tissue, which could be folddd a very small
pack for concealment, and the quality of some ef¢his remarkable.
The silk used was material deemed unsuitable foagbates, but
supplies of silk soon ran low, and Rayon was stilisti*®. Those of
you who were issued with cloth maps of Eastern geirand the
Soviet Union may recall that such maps have alstaréeel to them.
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More Hutton-sponsored illus-
trations showing methods of
secreting a small compass or a
magnetised ‘needle’.
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Compasses came in @&

o . Compasses:
bewﬂdermg. variety of forms. TheY Round base 1,061,927
could be hidden in tunic buttona,Medium 140 561
trouser button_s and collar StUd"Midget 14,394
Almost anything that could b Tunic 65.096
magnetised, from hacksaws t Pin point 22’ 759
razor blades to pencil clips, could . ST
become a compass. In addition ,‘Pencn. 13,242
the magnetised needle mentionee\j‘:)en nib 1,376
earlier, by May 1940 crews hagComb 18,319
been issued with magnetised”€n/Pencil clip 100,354
hacksaw blades, but these wepd!y button 359,228
withdrawn as they affected aircraftP1Pe 9,519
compasses. Figure 1 providgsStud 91,591
some idea of the scale on whichMarching 1,100
these items were produced. Swinger 197,067

The Senior Air Staff Officer at| Cigarette lighter 22,310
Bomber Command decided thatRazor blades
collar stud compasses would not Maps:
be issued, citing’ In purses 468,524
. German control of Europe| N Pouches 14,48y
which would reduce the
chances of a successfulHacksaws 743,550
escape. Fig 1. Aids manufacturet.
e Cost.

« If such devices were detected they would be remdrad all

POWs.

This last point would, in effect, deprive aircreftheir compasses
so that the Germans could not take them away fr@W#& Portal

rapidly overturned that decision.

In October 1940 HQ 3 Group pointed out to HQ Bombe
Command' that the button compass issued by MI9 was ‘exactly
similar to that invented by PIt Off C W Waft'and that he should,
therefore, have the credit. HQBC replied that Waitiesign had not
been forwarded to the Air Ministry or War Officendathat it was
reasonable to assume that MI9 had arrived at thsigme
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The, not entirely successful, flying boot, wi
a map concealed in a heel that could be q

down to become a shoe.

independently. The Air
Ministry arranged that
aircrew could have
maps and compasses
sewn into their tunics
by a tailor in Brick
Lane (Messrs Gland-
field & Sons) but their
premises were bombed
in 1941%° An experi-
ment in  concealing
Gompasses in pipes led
0 complaints that ‘the
quality of the wood was
very poor and con-
sequently smoking them
produced painful re-
sults’ — providing a
more pleasant ‘smoking
experience’ would make
the pipes look more
used and therefore less
suspicious?

One escape aid that

is fairly well known is the flying boot which coulde cut down to
look more like a civilian shoe; | am told that thwe-lined leg portions
could be joined together to make a body-warmer.tdfutsent a
sample of his boot to HQBC in June 1941, identiyihe de signer as
Fit Lt Haynes of RAF Newtoff. It was also possible to conceal a
compass or map in the heel. Unfortunately it wasansuccess — a
number of comments and criticisms were made, radtlef which
was that the boot was not warm endiigh and MI9 wrote to
commands in December explaining that it was not sictamed
serviceable for high or continuous flying. No mareuld be produced
but stocks would be used up by Fighter Commanda@cbup?’

HQ 3 Group pointed out in August 1940 that a nundfémperial
Airways pilots had flown on German routes and sevkrGerman
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Another, not entirely successful, idea was a umniftinat could be
re-tailored to become civilian suit.

aerodromes. They suggested that photos of the itecsp German
aircraft should be provided for use in esc&pEhis was taken forward
by both MI9 and Al1(g), and MI9’s version appeasgdund the same
time as Air Ministry Pamphlet 114A was publishedie t MI9
document was quickly withdrawn as it contained miber of serious
errors®® In any case, it was felt that there was only a atem
possibility of using a German aircraft to escape that such pilot’s
notes might be of more use to test pilots at tsearch establishments
who would evaluate captured aircriftn the following months notes
on a number of other enemy aircraft types wereyred by Al1(g)*

Another of Hutton’s suggestions — a reversibldarmi that could
become a civilian suit — was initially regardedBgmber Command’s
Senior Intelligence Officer as excellent, but t@mgerous to adopt.
It seems that, after discussion with Fighter Conuinahe idea was
taken forward, but the change from the No 1 tunithie battledress
jacket scuppered the plan. We will see later thatenals were later
supplied to POWSs to help them make civilian cloghend foreign
uniforms.
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Training

In the early part of the war training was a littlaphazard. Those
who had escaped during the First World War wer@earaged to give
lectures, and the books they had written betweenwhrs were a
useful source for study by aircrew. Although sonfeth® advice
issued to RFC aircrew was still valid, some waseatoutdated by
1940:

e Carry a cheque book with you always so that indhent of
your being made prisoner of war you may be ableash a
cheque immediately. This cheque would pass thraagyour
bank at once, and would enable the proper autésritd
become acquainted with your whereabouts.

* When writing home, enumerate in detail the artigles wish
sent out to you. Repeat this list in subsequenerketin case
your first letter goes astray.

< Do not order parcels from neutral countries. Ordmir parcels
either from your own relatives or through the Ro¥#ing
Corps Aid Committee, Surrey House, Marble Arch®Ww.

Some more helpful hints were disseminated in 1B#lyding:**

» Don’'t whistle while on the road.

e Don’t march, but slouch along.

< If you have a meal in a café [in France] don’t be fastidious
in your manners.

* To go unshaven is quite correct but NOT on Sundays.

MI9 staff travelled the country speaking to undt all three
services; as the war progressed recent escaperewatbrs were
encouraged to talk to operational crews and traireed gradually the
training became more formalised. The expanding siz¢he RAF
meant that training had to be delegated, and irieSdger 1941 the
RAF Intelligence School in Harrow began running rses for unit
Intelligence Officers who would then be able toirtrpersonnel on
their stations® The course included a visit to MI9’s HQ; the coiaad
Michael Bentine records in his autobiography:

‘We were taken in a special sick-making, blacketlbus to the
headquarters of MI9. [...] After driving around fwhat seemed
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like hours, presumably to confuse us as we satismped in
the bus, we arrived at a tree-lined location, sohere in the
heart of the countryside. On being gratefully reézhfrom our
bus, we said in unison: “Ah, Beaconsfield®”

The students on the course, which lasted five ,dagge expected
by the end to be able to give lectures on a raridepacs, including
evading capture, travel through Germany and ocdugoeintries, how
to contact the escape lines and how to behaveyfwlere captured.

In general terms aircrew were introduced to eseaqukevasion at
the Operational Training Unit level, and in Bomi@ommand this
was then topped up on the Conversion Units. Boakiden by some
of those who had escaped during the First World Were provided
for station intelligence libraries, but a key tdot escape and evasion
training was theMll9 Bulletin®’ — a remarkable volume with contents
including:

e Escape Aids

* International Law

« POW Examination (ie Interrogation)

e Information on specific areas (Crete & the Aegean,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Eire, the Far East, Geyman
Holland, Italy, Norway, Poland, Spain & Portugalveslen,
Switzerland and Yugoslavia)

< Hints on travel — including where to look on railywaagons to
find details of their destination — and ‘blendimg i

» Details of Frontiers

e Maps & photos

* Recent Escapers’ ruses

» Food/Fieldcraft

I mentioned earlier the pilot's notes that werevalieped for
German aircraft — the Bulletin mentions that sorseape kits would
include notes on starting and running Norwegianllstoastal boats.

The level of detail given in the Bulletin is veimpressive. There
are, for instance, maps of ports intended to hetagers to get aboard
ships from neutral countries. These could be ssimmiy detailed, the
map of Danzig, for example, is annotated, ‘Avoidstlgate’ and
‘Fence which can be crossed’, while that of Gdymiges the position
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.} Above - plan of the port area in
| Danzig  with  surprisingly
detailed annotations and, left,
the rural Swiss-German
border. Both from theMI9
Bulletin.

of a ‘sentry [who] does not ask
for documents'’.

There are also photographs
and maps of the Swiss/German
border® In the valley between
Riedheim and Barzheim the
border followed a small stream,
and the caption to the
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Maps in cotton reels and cash
in gramophoneeacords.

photograph simply notes that ‘The sentry patroésdbuthern bank’ —
Steve McQueen would have had far less trouble here!

The Bulletin was intended as a textbook, primarily for the
Intelligence Officers who would be instructing athdut ‘Individual
members of operational air crews may have accefisetBulletin at
the discretion and in the presence of the Comman@ificer or the
Station Intelligence Officer’ presumably for thoséio wanted to
refresh their memorieS. They were not allowed to make notes —
everything had to be memorised.

I have not found much evidence to indicate thatraiv in training
were subjected to the sort of evasion exercises dbme of this
audience will have ‘enjoyed’ in the post-war peri@though the
Canadian aircrew joining 6 Group went through alB&chool which
included two such exercises, before they joinedaversion Unit?

It is clear that a great deal of effort was pubihelping aircrew to
evade capture, but significant efforts were alsalento help those
who had been captured to escape. Hutton's invemtivel ran riot,
developing ways to hide escape aids in materidl ¢bald be sent
legally to POWs in their camps. Maps could be hiditea variety of
innocuous-looking everyday objects from pencilstaéanis racquets
and cotton reels, hacksaw blades in harmonigwgs and cash in
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FLEET STREET.
LONDON, EC4
ENGLAND.

A letterhead and an acknow-
ledgement note from two of the
bogus welfare organisations
used to smuggle material into
the camps.

gramophone records and even
messages in tiddlywinks!
Waddington’s produced special
versions of the Monopoly board
with maps hidden inside — if
there was a full stop after
Marylebone station, the map
inside was of Italy, while a full

stop after ‘Free Parking’ denoted
a map of Northern France,
Germany and its frontief$.MI9

took the decision not to use Red Cross parcelssfich purposes,
reasoning that if the Germans found escape matedden in these,
prisoners would be denied further parcels and iimgortant welfare
material that they contained. Instead MI9 set uparge of bogus

welfare organisations, includirig:

* Authors Society

¢ Old Ladies Knitting Committee (Reading)
* Licenced Victuallers Sports Association

* Browns Sports Shop

¢ Prisoners’ Leisure Hours Fund



37

e Order of the Sacred Thoughts
e Jigsaw Puzzle Club
* Rev C O Verrall MA Fund

A camp history ofStalag Luft lllrecords that ‘ltems sent included
a few Trilby hats, a Marine officers suituftwaffe insignia, and
blankets. Blankets were sometimes sent with an coatrdesign
traced on, which showed up when rubbed with a deloih. These
could be made up in twelve hours. On one occasioRAF officer's
uniform was received [...] which proved on close expn to be a
completeLuftwaffeuniform cleverly disguised?

By 1944 the Germans had learned about most oéskape aids
that could be carried by recently captured aircievd they were
certainly aware that aids were being smuggled thi® camp$’
Hutton quotes a former Commandant Stalag Luft 11l as saying,
‘This fraud was extremely well carried out, but edteless as each
new society started to send parcels, our searfs steamined them
and at last located the different escape aids weae inside the
parcels... Only a few parcels in each batch from ang society
contained [contraband].Post-war figures show that about one parcel
in three was ‘special’ and we should remember thaby innocent
items — such as pens and paper — could be puteaodinugorging
documenté® Some impression of the amount of material serthéo
camps is conveyed by Figure 2.

Some of the material smuggled into camps was nictty
concerned with escape. Small radio receivers, ¥ample, were used
to pick up British news broadcasts and the contemild then be
disseminated among the prisoners to boost morale.

| am conscious that | have not said anything abhdi®ts work in
the Far East. In many ways helping aircrew to senin the jungle
was more important than helping people to escapm flapanese
POW camps, and | am sure that you will appreciht it was
virtually impossible to get escape aids into thengs. Nevertheless,
the courses on jungle survival did include matedriain MI9. Aircrew
were provided with maps, compasses and other eguipthat would
help them to get back to friendly territory, ané 19 Bulletin gave
advice about surviving in the jungle; this was depented by two
booklets that could be given a wider circulatibmder the greenwood
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Maps 9,247

Compasses 3,128

Hacksaws 1,119

Wirecutters 78

Files 78

Screwdrivers 101

Passport photographs 61

Identity cards 7

Blankets 297

Dyes 427

Civilian suits 30

Rubber stamps 120
Plus:

Keys

Sets of drawing materials

Cameras

Handkerchiefs (with hidden messages)

Special messages on shirts

Passes, travel pages, etc.

Hats

Make-up boxes

Composite tools

Fig 2. Escape Aids despatched to POW
Camps’

tree: Or how to acquire Burm-eas@dThe Jungle Hiker

Conclusions:

A vast effort was put into helping RAF personnel eéeade
capture or escape, by providing escape aids, gather
information and, of course, setting up the escapes|about
which we will hear more later. All this, and thesasiated
training, helped to tie up German resources; seaaygbarcels
for escape aids and tracking down evaders and esc&ppt
German troops out of the front lines.

The need to provide escape aids involved ingeni@ssgners,
and firms who were able to work with scarce matgriander



39

strict security.

e Christopher Clayton Hutton was something of a malera
thorn in the side of a number of people, and peytepdoesn’t
deserveaall the credit that he gave himself — but he was gurel
the grit in the proverbial oyster that produces earp He
literally came up with the goods!

* RAF personnel made up some 11% of the total nunaber
British personnel who evaded capture or escajheaiks to the
training, equipment and support provided by MI9ytiveere
able to fight another day.
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AIR FORCE PRISONER-OF-WAR CAMPS
IN THE THIRD REICH

by Charles Rollings

Charles Rollings began his career as a trainee
reporter on his local newspaper and a freelance
photo-journalist until taking a BA at Reading.
b After a spell as the military books buyer for
~ Hatchards in Piccadilly he managed two
specialist bookshops before becoming a full-time
author. He has written on general history and
military history for The Times The Daily
Telegraphand a variety of magazines. Since
specialising on POWSs he has had three books pwdisind he is
currently working on new histories of the ‘Greatckpe’ and ‘The
Wooden Horse'.

People who have read only the classic accoumdlietl Air Force
prisoners in the Second World War — sucffs Wooden Hor$and
The Great Escapewhich have been repeatedly, and recently, re-
issued as well as successfully filmed — could bgiven for assuming
that there was only one prison camp for them ini IG&rmany Stalag
Luft I, and that this camp was in existence throughauttitire war.
At a pinch, there might be some readerdTbé Sergeant Escapets
published some twenty-five years later, who canemiver Stalag
Luftsl andVI.

In fact, Stalag Luft Idid not open until the summer of 1940, when
the war was already eight months old. This, dedpagal Air Force
and Fleet Air Arm personnel having been flying @p$’ since the
first day of the war, some being shot down and wagk as early 3/4
September 193%talag Luft llldid not come into being until the end
of March 1942, whileStalag Luft Vlopened in the summer of 1943.
Even then, these camps did not reach their peakgafnisation until
1944,

It was the avowed intention of tHeuftwaffe to hold captured
enemy airmen in camps built exclusively for thend aon by the
Luftwaffe itself. This was not a requirement of the Geneva
Convention, which insisted upon segregation only rage and
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Oflag IXA, Elbersdorf, with Oflag IXA/H, Spangenipeait ‘A’ above.

nationality, but of the German POW organisationjchitdelegated to
each of the three services responsibility for gumrgbrisoners of the
corresponding enemy service. Aidan Crawley, indffigial history of
RAF* escape attempts during the wdEscape from Germarly
identifies no fewer than twenty-two camps in whaih force POWs
were held — not only does this fall far short o tictual number, but
most of them were run by the armpas Heej, and not by the
Luftwaffe

In the first eight months of the war — the so-@aliPhoney War’ or
‘Sitzkrieg’ — the only British and Commonwealth soners the
Germans took were aircrew, thirty-two alone in 198@inly RAF but
also some Fleet Air Arh. At this stage, the only POW camps
established in Germany were for Poles capturechduheBlitzkrieg
on Poland, all run by the German Army; but in Oetobwvo camps
were opened for prisoners captured in the westvamic the only
camps for non-Poles throughout the remainder ofRheney War'.

The first was in Spangenberg bei Kassell in trstridi of Hesse.
This was in fact two camps: one, a former dowrydeoin the village
of Elbesdorf for NCOs and other ranks; the other, dfficers, a
Schlossperched atop a conical mountain overlooking thieage and
the town of Spangenberg itself. Although the NC©@ainp was
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opened first, the two camps together
were  designated Offizierslager
(Oflag) IXA ‘Offizierslager stood
for officers’ camp, the IX was the
number of the army administration
district or ‘Wehrkreis’ — that of
Kassel — in which Spangenberg was
situated; the suffix ‘A’ was applied
because it was the first camp opened
in that district (subsequent camps in
that area would be IXB, IXC and so
on). Once the castle was opened to
POWs it became known as IXA/H,
the ‘H’ for ‘Haupt’ — not because it

. was higher up, but because it housed
{he Kommandantur or headquarters,

f the camp. Prisoners would
down in a Whitley of No 10 hen(‘erally refer to ,the dowry house as
Sqn on 8 September 1939 e ‘ Lower Cam;? and the castle as

the ‘Upper Camp’.

The second camp opened was at Oberursel, whezep@nimental
farm and model housing estate nestling in the fti®tbf the Taunus
Mountains to the north-west of Frankfurt am Mainreveonverted
into a transit camp, initially for potential Frenphisoners. To begin
with it was known agOffiziersdurchgangslager literally, officers’
through-camp; peculiarly, it was not given a number

Neither of these camps was ready when the firdt RAd Fleet Air
Arm crews were captured in September. While thogd wounds
remained in hospital until the camps were readseteive them, the
others were sent to Polish camps — three officegs Ldr S S Murray
and PIt Offs A B Thompson and L H Edwardsffag XAat Itzehoe
in Schleswig-Holstein (Hambur§Vehrkrei$; another two officers,
both from the Fleet Air Arm, toOflag XIB Braunschweig
(Brunswick, in the Hannover military district); aachandful of NCOs
and other ranks tBtalag IXA Ziegenhain, an&talag VIIA Moosburg
(Minchen district) Stalag VIIAwas a vast camp one kilometre north
of Moosburg itself and some 130 kilometres soust-eANurnberg. It
consisted of a series of hutted compounds, eacirateg from the

gy 3 ho-"5 i

Sgn Ldr S S Murray and Pl
Off A B Thompson were shat
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other by its own barbed-wire fence,
surrounded by a main double-fence of
barbed-wire overlooked by wooden
sentry towers and illuminated at night by
arc lights. Most camps for NCOs and
other ranks would follow this pattern.
Although the stay of the first RAF
prisoners was brief, the camp — destined
to become the biggest in Germany with
prisoners of every Allied nationality
segregated by compound — would open
its gates to airmen several times in the
next five and a half years.

In the last week of October the
Germans had started gathering the
officers in the Upper Camp at
Spangenberg and the other ranks in the
Lower Camp at Elbersdorf, although
some of the latter were soon sent to camps fuehst in the former
Polish territories, such aStalag XXID at Posen (Pozhy the
Wehrkreisheadquarters town, ar@talag XXAat Thorn (now Tori)
in Wehrkreis Danzig (now Gdansk), where they languished in
subterranean fortresses built in the Bismarck ethveere put to work
by the Germans.

In the meantime, the camp at Oberursel had seefirst RAF
arrival, Wg Cdr H M A Day. Shot down on 13 Octoldi®&39, he was
to be the senior RAF officer POW in Germany up tiu6e 1942. But
he was not long at Oberursel, for on 1 Novembetdw, was sent to
the castle at Spangenberg, along with personriblegtrmée de I'Air
the French Air Force.

However, by December thaiftwaffehad taken over the facility at
Oberursel, and began to convert it into an inteatiog centre and
transit camp, known aBurchgangslager der Luftwaffe Dulag Luft
for short — literally, ‘through camp of the Air Fem’. On 18 December
they transferred a number of British and French FRarce officers
from the castle to form a permanent POW staffpugpose being to
administer the prisoner side of things and to Imelwcomers adjust to

Harry Melville Arbuthnot
‘Wings’ Day as a post-war
group captain.



L %

v -~ ] i ' "
1R ! bl "l 1| =
! . ‘ 4 i T ot % | i
] - )" W T
. bl e o I Ny T 32y
el { . Sk TN R 20y 4 '}
3 woa s v e

Dulag Luft (Auswertestelle-WestDberursel. Original quarters,
1939-41

prison camp life. In practice, althou@hulag Luftwas supposed to be
a transit camp, almost every officer and senior N@@tured up to the
Norwegian campaign in April 1940 was retained tgraant the
British and French Permanent Staff.

In the first half of 1940 those RAF NCOs and otraatks not kept
at Dulag Luftor being sent to Spangenberg, Posen or Thorn hetde
at Stalag XIIA an army camp at Diez, near Limburg an der Lafty fi
kilometres north-west of Frankfurt am Main and sothety-five
kilometres north of Wiesbaden, thé&ehrkreis XII headquarters.
Officially opened in February, this would, four ntbs later, become
primarily a transit camp for prisoners awaitingnser to permanent
camps deeper in Germany and occupied Poland.

When the war in the west developed in May 1940hwhe
Blitzkrieg against Holland, Belgium and France, there wdk rabi
permanent prison camp exclusively for the RAF. e German army
had re-opened old First World War camps and coadermy
barracks, fortresses, palaces, schools and theinike camps for
Polish, French and Belgian prisoners, RAF persomnvexe sent to
these. Notable amongst them wé@#ag IIA, Prenzlau, in Pomerania
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in the military district of Stettin (now Szczecim Poland);Oflag
VIIC at Laufen, down near the Austrian bord&talag IVB at
Muhlberg an der Elbe, some fifty kilometres nortestvof Dresden,
HQ of the military districtStalag XVIlIAat Karnten, near Wolfsberg
in the Salzburg military districStalag XXIBat Schubin, in the Posen
Wehrkries and, again, the camps at Posen, Thorn and Limi&yg
the time France surrendered, there were at Limbarge eighty-five
RAF NCOs and other ranks.

Stalag XXIBlay on the fringe of the village of Schubin (Szubi
formerly known as Altburgund. Schubin was sometyhkilometres
south-west of Bromberg (Bydgoszcz), sixty-five wesft Thorn
(Torun) and 240 south-west of Warsaw. It had once bepleasant
country residence, then a boys’ school. A huge evmiansion, known
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Stalag Luft I, Barth.

unimaginatively as ‘The White House’, dominated tveunds, but
six long brick barrack blocks had been built to #weest of this to
accommodate the prisoners. The number of RAF N@btthere in
1940 was small, but the camp would hold hundredRA¥F officers
later in the war.

Shortly after the capitulation of France, the RAFRsoners in
Limburg were transferred t&talag VIIIB three kilometres outside
Lamsdorf in Silesia. There had been a prison camhis site during
the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, and the basrdeked back to
the First World War, when they had been built tad® British and
French prisoners. Lamsdorf (now tambinowice) wasased within
the military district of Breslau (now Wroctaw, Pol), the capital of
Silesia.

It was not until July that theuftwaffe opened its first camp, at
Barth, in the same military district as Prenzlaut, ¢n the Baltic coast.
The camp was purpose-built, withvarlager — or front compound —
in which were the cookhouse, sick quarters, pastmie and prison
cells (or ‘cooler’), and two prisoners’ compounds:small one for
officers and a slightly bigger one for NCOs andeottanks. All was
surrounded by two parallel barbed-wire fences withtch-towers
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along the perimeter. German staff accommodation eugside the
camp. About three-quarters of a mile away were peemanent
buildings of a Flak’ training school. The presence of tlkikak school
had been one of the determining factors in thetiogaf the camp, as
the area was serviced by good concrete roads angetisonnel under
training could be called out to assist in searclimgescapers.

Its official title wasKriegsgefangenenslager der Luftwaffieough
it was generally known &Stalag Luftand, after other air force camps
opened,Stalag Luft | Stalagis short for'Mannschaftsstammlager’
meaning ‘permanent camp for common stock’ — in gtiverds NCOs
and other ranks. AlLuftwaffe camps were known &aStalag Lufts
even when a large number of officers were predemtause it was
assumed, quite correctly, that only a fractionhaf &ir force prisoners
would be officers.

The Luftwaffe now started gathering British and French air force
prisoners from the army camps with the intentioncohcentrating
them all at Barth. This goal was never achievedhdlgh, for
example, thirty officers were transferred thererfroflag IXA/H the
rest were left behind; the same applied to the N&Qsmsdorf.

On 20 February 1941 the process of gathering RAd- in
Luftwaffe camps was reversed, with fifty officers being mdadrom
Barth to Spangenberg. From there, on 4 March, Wexg sent with all
the other ‘Spangenbergers’ to Fort 15 at Thorn, cacatled
‘comparative’ camp that was supposed to mirroraifegedly adverse
conditions in which German prisoners lived in ometigular camp in
Canada. The prisoners themselves referred to bas HStraflager’,
or punishment camp. When tBérafecame to an end on 5 June, they
were all returned, not to Barth — but to Spangember

By this timeStalag Luft Iheld about 250 officers and about 750
NCOs’ It had, however, become apparent to thétwaffe that the
number of captives would soon exceed the camp’aap with the
result that in August RAF NCOs were again being ser.amsdorf,
which went on accepting them until 1944 (by whichet it had been
re-named Stalag 344 Neither was the castle at Spangenberg
completely cleared of RAF officers, except for thatef period in
March-June 1941 when they were at Fort 15. When teturned to
Spangenberg they found the Lower Camp once againpeed, this
time by RAF prisoners who were ill or badly woundet! were being
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Fort 15, the Straflager; or punishment camp attached to Stalag XXA
at Thorn.

considered for repatriation. The ‘repat’ negotiatiobroke down,
however, and most of them were returned to theiicamps.

On 29 July 1941 the German army opened anotherp ciam
officers,Oflag XC outside a small, former German artillery barraaks
few kilometres from the Baltic port of Libeck, inet same military
district as the camp at Itzehoe. Army officers fr@reece and Crete,
and up to a hundred RAF and Fleet Air Arm offictnam Greece,
Crete and North Africa as well as the Western tieeaf war, were
sent there before the camp was closed to the Botis8 October

In late July 1941 nineteen aircrew officers armdivag Oflag VIIC
from Dulag Luft On 7 August they, too, were moved @flag XC
(Laufen itself was closed at the end of Septemi$21iwhen the
British Army officers were sent tOflag VIBat Dossel, near Warburg.
It was re-opened later as a civilian internment garin addition, on
8 August, a purge of thirty officers, deemed ‘bamyd), arrived at
Lubeck fromStalag Luft |

By the end of the year there were, however, apprabely 230
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officers atStalag Luft ] but for the two large parties being purged to
Spangenberg and Lubeck there would have beensati&a.

In mid-June four RAF officers captured in the Gremmpaign
were sent by mistak®flag VBat Biberach, in the Stuttgaitehrkreis
they were followed by a further ten RAF aircrewicdfs fromDulag
Luft in the last two weeks in July. The latter wereetako Libeck at
the end of the month; the original four were evatyuclaimed by the
Luftwaffeand sent t®ulag Luft thence to Barth.

In the first week of October 1941, the German aopgned yet
another officers’ campQflag VIB at Ddssel, and all the inmates —
army, air force and Fleet Air Arm — of Spangenbang Libeck were
transferred there, along with army officers fronemgvother camp in
Germany. The plan was to collect all officer POWssrmy camps in
one ‘reconciliation’ camp, where, presumably, ctiopds would be
better, and to have the sick and wounded officerene place so it
would be easier to repatriate them should such tisgpms be
resumed.

Oflag VIB sprawled across an exposed plain on the westegefr
of Ddssel, to the north of Warburg in Westphalidlitery district:
Minster). But even this became overcrowded, cramnmmmore than
2,500 officers (the majority British Army) and 4%8@derlies. Again,
Spangenberg had to be re-opened. Most army offufetise rank of
major or above were sent there and wergtuwhenDulag Luftonce
again began sending air force prisoners there limuaey 1942.

Air force NCOs were experiencing much the samespiea —
being sent not only to Lamsdorf but alsoStalag IXC Bad Sulza,
and Stalag IlIE Kirchhain, both opened in July 1941; and again to
Stalag VIlIAat Moosburg.

Stalag IXCwas twenty-five kilometres north-east of Weimarr, i
the same military district as Spangenberg. In tmamser of 1941 a
hundred or so RAF POWs were sent to the camp, wkahattached
to a chain of hospitals and occupied by woundeddBrisoldiers —
mostly from the BEF of 1940 — and by French, Belgind Serbian
prisoners used for manual labour.

Stalag llIE in the Berlin Wehrkreis lay about one and a half
kilometres north of the Doberlug-Kirchhain railwgmnction, halfway
between Leipzig and Frankfurt an der Oder. It cstesi of four one-
storey huts built, unusually, of brick, surroundég the usual
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Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan — officers compound.

defences. The total number of RAF prisoners woelenexceed 200.

In the winter of 1941-42 a typhus epidemic swépbuigh the
camp at Lamsdorf owing to the inhumane conditiong/fhich Soviet
prisoners were forced to live. One of the consegegwof this was that
fifty RAF prisoners sent there froBulag Lufton 12 December 1941
were diverted en route t6talag VIIA This was repeated in January
1942, bringing the RAF contingent Stalag VIIAto more than one
hundred.

Meanwhile, the_uftwaffewas building another camp, at Sagan in
Lower Silesia, now famous — notorious even -Stdag Luft 11l As at
Barth, it comprised two POW enclosures — one fdicefs and a
bigger one for NCOs. In March, April and May 194k #orce
prisoners were transferred to this new camp fromB&pangenberg,
Warburg, Lamsdorf, Bad Sulza and Kirchhain, andnfrihe various
POW hospitals at Obermassfeld, Bad Sulza, Hildbawgan, Kloster
Haina, and so on. A party of new prisoners alsivedlrfrom Dulag
Luft, amongst them members of the British Permaneffit \8Btem the
new Commandant, Oberst Killinger, had decided t@@uecause he
found their presence disruptive.

However, as in 1940-41, the army camps were maret entirely
of aircrew, who still remained in scores at Warhurgmsdorf and
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Moosburg. Why they were not transferred immediaiglgot clear, as
there was enough room liuft Ill at the time.

By late August, however, it would appear that¢henp was over-
crowded, at least bliuftwaffe standards, and that more space would
be needed for the increasing number of survivorthefescalating air
war. More than a hundred RAF men had been capturdde first
quarter of 1942, nearly 600 in the second and dsimumber in the
third, the majority again being NCOs. A new compadior officers
was planned to the west of the existing compourmlg, in the
meantime, the army camps again took up the surpiuSeptember
and October some 2-300 officers and orderlies werg in stages to
the formerStalag XXIBat Schubin, now re-designat&flag XXIB
the 200 or so RAF officers remaining at Warburgenaiso sent there
in September, along with eighty-five army NCOs avttler ranks
employed as orderlies. Warburg was now — at lastared entirely of
British prisoners.

Up to the end of December, all new aircrew prigssreapart from
some USAAF — were sent to Sagan, but from mid-Jgni@43 they
were purged instead to Schubin. By April the latteuld hold more
than 600 RAF officers, as well as fifty-six NCOsdarsome fifty
orderlies, mainly army.

In mid-September 1942 the NCOsSttlag VIIAwere purged to
Stalag 383at Hohenfels in Bavaria. This had until recentyebOflag
XIIE and was situated in a valley some thirty kilometmerth-west of
Regensburg, and about ninety miles from Minchennitdh). New
prisoners were also sent there frbmlag Luft

In October,Stalag Luft Iwas re-opened, and 200 warrant officers
and sergeants from Sagan were purged there torprépaa new
influx of NCOs. At first only the former officerscompound was
occupied, but owing to regular purges fr@ulag Luftthe number of
NCOs would reach approximately 600 by the end efytkar, and in
April 1943 the old NCOs’ enclosure would also h&wvée re-opened.

At the end of March 1943 the long-awaited and rmminted new
compound at Sagan was ready for occupation — tim@ehs behind
schedule. The old officers’ compound was now knasnEast, the
NCOs' as Centre (or Middle), and the new compounitially — as
West. Almost all of the officers in East Compoundumbering about
850 — moved to their new ‘home’ between 27 Marcth arApril, and
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Classic guard tower, at Sagan.

were followed shortly afterwards by newcomers fidalag Luft The
prisoners from Schubin — including those who haehbleft behind at
Warburg, those who had been purged there from Saayah those
who had come in frorDulag Luftfrom January onwards — arrived in
early April and were sent to the East Compoundhoalgh some were
allowed to transfer intermittently during the negight or nine
months®

Soon after this the Germans at Sagan began buildivgher
compound to the south of the new West Compoundusixely for
American prisoners.

More than 2,000 British and American aircrew haerb captured
during the first half of 1943, forcing the Germdasopen yet another
camp. They chose a former military base some tlarége kilometres
south-east of Heydekrug railway statiorVifehrkreis I(Konigsberg —
now Kaliningrad). Close to the Lithuanian bordeEast Prussia and
barely a dozen kilometres from the Baltic co&alag Luft Viwould
prove to be the most northerly as well as the reasterly of all the
camps in which British prisoners were held. Likattht Sagan, it was
built on sand and, like that at Barth, the surragongaountryside was
flat, swampy and swept by strong winds.

In early June 1943 fifty NCOs were purged to teevrcamp from
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Dulag Luft followed by a further fifty, who arrived on th&th. In the
meantime, from the 10th to the 20th, most of theOd@t Sagan were
transferred in batches (among them one RCAF offiEérLt W F
Ash, who had swapped identities with a sergeant)eyT were
accommodated in ‘A’ Lager, in which there were, alec Calton
Younger, a former Sagan prisoner, ‘four brick beksa each divided
into nine rooms, a dozen or so wooden huts, twkloases, and two
latrines. Two compounds adjoining were under coetitbn . . .’

In late October 1,200 NCOs arrived fro8talag Luft § they
occupied K’ Lager. This doubled the population of the camp. By the
beginning of November 1943 the number of prisomad swelled to
3,000, leading to considerable overcrowding and &evere lack of
toilet facilities. Although a third.ager, ‘E’, was opened in February
1944 for American NCOs, when a hundred new prisomeached
Heydekrug fromDulag Lufton 8 May they had to be accommodated
in a large tentStalag Luft Viwould eventually have four compounds,
one of which remained unused.

In the meantime, back at Sagan, Centre Compouadeajits gates
to newly captured British and American officers.tBun 8 September
1943 all the USAAF personnel in North, and mosttlodse from
Centre, were transferred to the new compound. Wais known as
South, and what was once West Compound was noedcilibrth. As
for the British and Commonwealth officers in Centtempound,
some stayed, some were sent to the old East Cordpamad some
were sent to North. Within two months of the Amaris being
marched out of North Compound their place was takanonly by
new purges fronbulag Luftbut also by old lags — from ltaly.

Their POW itinerary was tortuous: from northeralyitthey were
taken through Austria to Bavaria and gathere®talag VIIA they
were then sent t8talag VD Strasburg, then t@flag VA Weinsberg.
(Some also passed through the for@diag XIB at Brunswick, now
re-numbereddflag 79. When they finally arrived étalag Luft Illat
the end of October and the first week of Novemberst were sent to
North Compound, but a small number were sent t¢ &ad an even
smaller number to Centre.

Back to Centre Compound: Eventually the last ef Bitish were
moved, in January 1944, to a makeshift camp atrBel&entre
Compound became all-American; yet another compowad then
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Figure 1. The total POW strength at Stalag Luftoil 22 February, a month before ‘The Great Escape’.

built for the Americans, known —
just to confuse the issue — as West
Compound!

The total POW strength at
Stalag Luft lllon 22 February, a
month before the famous ‘Great
Escape’, was 4,585 prisoners,
divided between the different
compounds as shown at Figure 1.

RAF NCOs were now being
sent not only tdstalag Luft V] but
also — yet again — tStalag IVBat
Mihlberg. The first purge of 1943
to this camp arrived on 14 August
and was seventy-eight strong. At
the end of the month, another 105
were transferred fror8talag VIIA
where they had been sent for a few
weeks in July and August to avoid
the typhus epidemic at Lamsdorf.
By the end of the year the number
of RAF POWs at Muhlberg would
increase to nearly 1,500. This is
without the men of the Parachute
Regiment and the Glider Pilot
Regiment who also found
themselves living cheek by jowl
with fighter pilots and Bomber and
Coastal Command crews.

In the first quarter of 1944
Bomber Command alone lost
1,300 aircrew to captivity, and in
the second quarter a further 865,
the vast majority of them NCOs.
The Americans, too, were losing
hundreds of B-17 aircrew.
Following Operation MARKET
GARDEN in September 1944,



Sketch of ‘Belaria-on-the Hill’, the makeshift date to Stalag Luft
I, established in January 1944.

more glider pilots and paratroopers turned up atligkrg. On 23
December 1944 many of the US Army Gls capturechan Battle of
the Bulge arrived in th&orlager, the following morning they were
allocated to the RAF compound.

In the meantimeStalag Luft lwas also expanding, with separate
compounds for RAF officers, RAF NCOs, USAAF offiseand
USAAF NCOs. At the end of October 1943, howeversimuf the
1,200 RAF NCOs at Barth were takenStalag Luft VI About fifty
other ranks elected to stay behind as orderliesviduen the bulk of
the NCOs leftStalag Luft Ibecame predominantly an officers’ camp.

A new compound, known as North, was opened in&epri944.
A South-West Compound, built on what had once liberrecreation
field, opened in March 1944 for both British and énigan personnel.
When another new compound was opened in Octobet, 19drth
Compound became North 1 and the new enclosure 2o/l the end
of November North 3 was opened, though it was soteady for
Habitation.
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The much-expanded site at Stalag Luft |, Barthairlyel945.
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When the Protecting Power visited on 22 Febru@dblthere were
8,346 prisoners irstalag Luft 1 7,202 Americans and 1,144 British
and Commonwealth — the latter being broken dowo #89 British;
260 Canadians; 59 Australians; 49 South African§;, Rew
Zealanders; five Rhodesians; three lIrish; one lidperand 34 ‘New
arrivals’.

Despite the fact that the Soviet Army was rapaltizancing from
the east, théuftwaffedecided to open a new canfitalag Luft VI
one kilometre west of Bankau (nowgl®w, Poland), which stood
about halfway between Breslau and Oppeln (Opola], directly in
the path of the Russians.

Even though the accommodation barracks were stilter
construction Stalag Luft Vllaccepted its first purge frobulag Luft
on 6 June 1944. Most of these prisoners had bestndsiwvn in May,
during the build-up to D-Day. At the end of Julyyhwere joined by
ninety-eight NCOs who had been transferred frStalag 383at
Hohenfels on the 27th, bringing the number up .23

For the time being they had to live in tiny, sgdiavooden shacks.
Some prisoners likened them to hen-huts, othed®gpkennels. Each
POW was issued with a palliasse, filled walzatzwool, and two
blankets. The camp lacked many of the amenitieadao the more
established camps — such as electric light — aadettvas only one
water pump.

In late Septembe8talag Luft Vllwas inundated with paratroopers
and NCOs from the Glider Pilot Regiment, who hadrbeaptured a
few days earlier in Operation MARKET GARDEN. Thaeirrival
brought the prisoner complement up to 800. Buiagllast, on 13
October, the RAF NCOs moved into permanent quarterssisting of
eight wooden barrack blocks, each with fourteerm®either side of
a central corridor, plus a small utility room ateoend for communal
use. Each room was intended for twelve occuparepimg in
double-bunks, and had a wooden table and a smatingestove. In
addition, the compound now had two toilet blocksshewer block
(for occasional hot showers), an administrationding, and a kitchen
and storehouse. There was also an adequate waiply sy and
electricity. A theatre-cum-recreation hut was costgadl in November.
By 1 January 1945, the camp held 1,578 prisoneost raf them
British, Canadian, American, Russian and Polisbfso
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With the Soviet advance the German POW systemernmally
efficient, began to fall apart, and since summet4lthe OKW had
been evacuating prisoners west to prevent thenmdalhto Russian
hands.

The evacuation oBtalag Luft Vlat Heydekrug began on 15 July.
By this time there were more than 3,900 British &@mmmonwealth
prisoners in A" and ‘K’ Lagers plus some 2,400 Americans. Most of
them ended up &talag Luft IVandStalag 357

Stalag Luft IVwas three kilometres from the small village of
Kiefheide (now Podborsko, Poland), which lay to thest of Gross
Tychow (Tychowo), and roughly halfway between Dgremd Stettin
(HQ of Wehrkreis 1). On 14 May 1944, two weeks before the camp
was officially opened, sixty-four Americans arriveehd when Red
Cross representatives inspected it on 29 Jundreiddy held 1,485
American (but only four RAF) NCOs. The Red Crosgevmld that
the camp was to have four separate and equal-s@agounds, each
capable of holding 1,600 men. The second compownddibe ready
by 15 July (presumably to coincide with the arrigélthe prisoners
from Stalag Luft V), the third by 1 August, and the fourth by 1
September.

When the men from Heydekrug did arrive, howevee, barracks
were still not ready and they had to spend thest fiight sleeping out
in ‘A’ Lager. The next day they were given ‘dog kennels’ likede at
Bankau. Ten men were crammed into eaCh.L'ageropened (behind
schedule) on 26 September for the Americans, tugraemore days
were to pass before their barracks were ready. WBenLager
opened for the RAF they, too, had to live in pdlsttaompleted
barracks.

On a second visit to the camp, on 5-6 OctoberRim Cross noted
that it held 7,089 American and 886 ‘British’ pmsws — 2,146
Americans in A" Lager, 1,959 in ‘B’; 1,913 inC’; and 1,071 in D’
with the ‘British’, this contingent being made up @06 British, 147
Canadians, 37 Australians, 22 New Zealanders, &ghth Africans,
five Czechs, 58 Poles, a Norwegian and two Frenohriiée Red
Cross noted, too, that ‘the men are housed in 4fem huts, each hut
containing 200 men. The huts are only partiallyistied.” By late
December the total number of prisoners in the cérag risen to
almost 10,000, of whom about 900 were ‘British’dahe Germans
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were building two more compounds.

The camp at Thorn, to which some 3,000 of the Idkyuab
veterans were sent, lay in a hilly and wooded aoe#h of the Vistula,
in between an artillery practice range and the rosathe city itself to
the west, and the main railway line to Bromberg &ahzig to the
east. Consisting of eight compounds, it had opeidide beginning of
March 1944 to take British Army prisoners from camall over
Germany and Austria, the majority of them frogtalag 344 at
Lamsdorf.

With some 7,000 soldiers already there when thgdeleug men
arrived, after a 400-mile, two-day journey by eattluck, the
Germans had to build a new compound, and begatireye¢be usual
barbed-wire defences. But shortage of building nmeltedelayed the
construction of new huts and in the meantime thevcoeners
occupied some old army barracks. They were podtlyhad no
heating, and the water supply was inadequate.

On 9 August, however, the POWs at Thorn found Hewes once
more on the move. (Not included in the purge wamall contingent
of Polish airmen who had been moved elsewhere adtexs earlier.)
This time the destination was Fallingbostel.

The Army and RAF POWs from Thorn arrived on 10 idr
August. Though loosely referred to &talag 357 Fallingbostel)’, the
camp’s official German designation waStalag 357(Oerbke)’, to
distinguish it from the Army cam§$talag XIBat Fallingbostel, which
lay 800 metres to the north-west. They were sitlatean area of flat,
wooded heathland that before the war had been ased training
ground for German troops. Oerbke itself, a smaihfag village, was
roughly two kilometres from Fallingbostel, whictyla the southern
part of the Lineburg Heath in Lower Saxony, sorftedn kilometres
south-west of Soltau and fifty kilometres northHg#nnover.

Stalag 357had been in existence since 1941 for Soviet peison
initially as Stalag XIQ and contained sixteen wooden and fifteen
stone barracks. These were now occupied by theeaifrom Stalag
Luft VI and by soldiers frorStalag VIlICat Kunau (Kunowo). At one
point there were 9,332 airmen in the camp: 7,518isBr 681
Canadian, 349 Australian, 225 New Zealand, andSti#h African.

In 1945, evacuation westward began anew, with Bardnd Sagan
being cleared in January, and Gross Tychow andrTindFebruary.



The camp complex at Fallingbostel.

The Bankau evacuation began at 0330 hours onrigada After
each prisoner had been issued with two and a lagi§’ dations the
first evacuation involving the RAF in 1945 began $wub-zero
temperatures. There was no transport — for theopeis or for the
guards.

Their journey ended on 8 February 1945 when 1,dB3hem
arrived atStalag Ill1A Luckenwalde, fifty-two kilometres south of
Berlin. All were severely malnourished, and therereav sixty-nine
cases of dysentery; twenty of frostbite; forty éérchoea; eight of
bronchitis and twenty-five of muscular rheumatigknother twenty-
three men had blood poisoning and a hundred atydviifre so weak
that they were unable to attend roll-calls.

The prisoners abtalag Luft Illand the satellite camp at Belaria
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Stalag VIIA, Moosburg.

had very little time to prepare for their departustarting on 27
January with the Americans in South Compound, wheyewgiven
barely thirty minutes’ notice. Taking only what yheould carry, they
left Sagan at about 2300 hours and reac®iathg VIIAon the 31st.
Next to leave, at 0300 hours on the 28th, weréAthericans from the
West Compound, who arrived &talag XlIlID at Langwasser, near
Nurnberg, on 3 February.

Some three hours after the evacuation of West ©ang the
1,500 RAF and 523 Americans in North Compound weoged out,
clearing the camp at 0400 hours on 28 January Ahiericans joined
their compatriots from the West Compound Stalag XIIID The
fourth compound to leave Sagan — the Centre — a@doulit later on
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the morning of the 28th, also bound, like the Sddtdmpound, for
Stalag VIIA

Turning to RAF officers, those from Belaria set af 0500 hours.
The POWSs in the East Compound were the last te|estv0600 hours
on 28 January. They met up with the POW columneftbe North
Compound and from Belaria. Left behind at Saganydwer, were
500 American and British hospital cases, who wemed to the
empty North Compound.

The RAF prisoners, like the Americans, were dididbetween two
camps. Those from North Compound wenMarlag-und-Milag Nord
at Westertimke, along with half of East Compountle Test of the
prisoners from East Compound went with the Belaniaates to
Stalag IlIA

On 6 February the prisoners who had been in Shgspital when
Stalag Luft lllwas cleared were evacuated by train. They turipeat u
Stalag XllID, to which the Americans from North and West
Compounds had been sent, on 11 February.

Stalag XIIID had become one of the biggest assembly points for
prisoners captured in, or evacuated to, the wesdt aready had
30,000 POWs on its nominal role, of whom 21,000enmengaged in
work details. Consisting of four large compounds;hewith several
sub-compoundsStalag XllIDwas situated on the grounds of a former
SS and Hitler Youth camp in a wooded area six kidtes to the
south-east of Nirnberg. It was also barely thréametres from the
Maerzfeld railway marshalling yards — and close ugo for two
thirds of the huts to have been destroyed by RARIBEy Command
on the night of 27/28 August 1943. The huts had ben rebuilt.
Others were simply falling to pieces, with gapswesn the planks
letting in the light and the cold.

The officers fromStalag Luft Ill were separated from the rest of
the POWs in five compounds, numbers 3 to 7. Theoelld have been
twelve huts in each compound, each capable of iglt60 men, but
compounds 3 and 4 had only eight or nine huts batvtleem, the rest
having been destroyed by the aforementioned RA&. fBents had
been erected in the empty spaces in compounds 3l,aadd these
accommodated newly shot-down airmen.

Marlag und Milag Nord opened in 1942, was Wehrkreis Xand
situated on a flat, sandy plain north-west of Tdedlis As the name
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suggests there were two campMarlag (short forMarinelagel) for
the Royal Navy, andMilag (Marineinterierenlagey Nord, about a
mile away, for the 10,000 prisoners of the Merchidatry. Marlag
was itself split into two compounds — ‘O’ for oféis Offiziere), to
the west, and ‘M’ Mannschall for the ratings, to the east. In between
the two compounds was tMorlager. At the time the RAF arrived on
4 February there were still some 400 officers in &@d about 2,000
ratings in M. The RAF prisoners, numbering some 2,000, were
housed ifMarlag ‘M'.

The compound contained the cookhouse, the wasbhangbort
(a communal lavatory), the theatre building, thek sguarters and
eight barrack blocks. An adjacent compound, toethst, contained an
auxiliary kitchen, anotheibort, and five barracks. The RAF prisoners
were segregated from those of the Royal Navy. Tiperir of the camp
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had been deliberately vandalised by the previougimants in the
belief that it would be used for German soldiers.

The Belaria inmates and the rest of the East Comgbgrisoners
reached Luckenwalde station on 4 February 1945emteredStalag
IIIA at 0600 hours on 5 February. The 1,493 NCOs fatatag Luft
VII, Bankau, who had been moved out nine days befagarSwas
evacuated, arrived a couple of days later.

The evacuation of Gross Tychow began at midday &ebruary.
A new Stalag Luft IV was under construction at Wobbelin bei
Ludwigslust, roughly halfway between Berlin and Hamg, but was
never completed. Instead 8,561 POWs were marchEdlliogbostel,
and a further 1,500 went tStalag Luft ] which they reached on
14 February.

The RAF prisoners destined for Fallingbostel reacthe town on
29 March 1945. Some 800 of them were directe®tiag 357at
Oerbke, the rest t8talag XIBat Fallingbostel itself. The latter camp
was re-designatedbtalag 356 but soon afterwards merged with
Oerbke, and the two camps were administered togati&talag 357

Most of the Allied airmen captured in March 194&re sent to
Stalag XIlID. But some were being held &talag VA a former
German cavalry barracks near the River Neckar diMgsburg that
had been a camp for Polish Army prisoners sinceoltgrct 1939.
Ludwigsburg was about twelve kilometres north ofitgjart, under
which military district it came, but more importgntfrom the
viewpoint of the prisoners, only about fifty mildeom the River
Rhine. Allied troops had crossed the Rhine on 24ckd945. Hopes
of an early liberation were dashed, however, whethe night of 1/2
April the camp was evacuated towards Minchen. #f laweek later,
the prisoners were liberated by the US Seventh Arthgy were
flown back to England from Memmingen on 8 May, ttay on which
the war in Europe officially ended.

Other ‘second marches’ were also taking place3@pril all able-
bodied British and American airmen were evacuatesnfStalag
XIID. By now the German guards were so demoralised ritzaty
POWSs were able to leave the column at will. Nevaes$s, most of the
prisoners reache8talag VIIAon 20 April. By this time there were
about 100,000 prisoners at the camp. On 28 Apd @erman
Commandant handed over the internal administratiothe senior



A column of POWSs on the march in April 1945.

Allied officer, and the majority of the German gdsreft. The camp
was liberated by men of the US Third Army’'s 14thmawured
Division the following day.

The sick POWSs aStalag XIIID left on the morning of 4 April
1945, also heading foStalag VIIA They eventually crossed the
Danube on 24 April, but were never to reach thepcanhey, too,
were liberated by the US Third Army, but not ug8l April.

On 5 April the prisoners at Westertimke, Fallingtsb and Oerbke
were told that they were to be marched to the #eecaNorthern
Redoubt’ in Schleswig-Holstein and Denmark.

At Fallingbostel, the first column of 1,500 prigse was moved
out at about 0500 hours on 6 April. The rest ofchmp followed the
next day, all 12,000 being marched in a north-elystérection, each
man carrying a loaf of bread and a kilogram of raarge. Two days
later 1,500 of them were ordered to march back&damp, as the
number of prisoners on the move was blocking Geriiags of
communication. On their return to Fallingbostel ythiound that
thousands of prisoners from other camps had takein place. They
erected temporary shelters and awaited liberatidnich happy event
took place on the morning of Monday, 16 April, wreespearhead of
the British 7th Armoured Division appeared at trenrgate.

Those prisoners who had not been sent back tingladistel
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continued their north-easterly trek until, east dheburg, the column
split, one half going in a northerly direction twss the River Elbe by
the railway bridge at Lauenburg (forty kilometresuth-east of
Hamburg), the other taking an easterly route taxibby ferry even
further to the south-east at Bleckede.

With the British Army pressing from the west thmd¢ had also
come forMarlag und Milag Nordto be evacuated. After a number of
false starts the prisoners left on the morning Of April, finally
fetching up at Lubeck on 23 April. Some occupietbraner artillery
school near the ol®flag, while others squatted in farm buildings and
factories or camped out in the open.

By the last week of April the RAF from Westertimiend the
majority of the former Fallingbostel prisoners webdleted or
camping out about thirty kilometres from Libeckr Faost of them,
liberation came on 2 May 1945 by units of the Bhti2nd Army’s
11th Armoured Division.

A handful of RAF officers were also &flag IXA/H which was
evacuated 1 April. The prisoners from Spangenbexng wberated by
the Americans three days later.

In addition to all the camps mentioned above, esithe beginning
of 1941 some forty RAF officers had also been ser@olditz. This
was aSonderlager or ‘special camp’ — run by the German army for
nuisance prisoners and valuable hostages. TraimgfdRAF prisoners
there was done on post hocbasis as a deterrent to further escape
attempts and was outside the normal, mass movefr@mntcamp to
camp.

By VE-Day, all the prisoners in Colditz and thetlaamps, as well
as those camping out, had been liberated and wetleer way home
— except for those liberated by the Russians, sis@talag 1VBand
Stalag IlIA

By mid-day on 21 April all the guards at Luckengealhad gone.
The next day the Russians arrived. The Germangliongg®talag VB
left on the evening of 22 April. The Russians reatlkhere, too, on
the following day. In both cases they ordered sl prisoners to stay
where they were.

Discussions were taking place at the highest lavelork out the
administrative details for the prompt release astdrn of all British
and American POWSs using available air or motor dpamt. At a
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Oflag IVC, Colditz.
meeting in Halle with SHAEFon 16 May, the Soviet authorities
prolonged the negotiations by insisting that thest®ien prisoners be
repatriated through the Black Sea port of Odessiabgntying in the
release of American, British, and other Allied POWshe return of
all Soviet prisoners and displaced persons in tiestyWnany of whom
preferred to stay put.

Some of the RAF personnel Stalag IllA lost patience, going
through the wire and heading towards the Ameriéaesl! either on
foot or on stolen bicycles. But there were stilD0Q ex-POWSs at
Stalag IVBon 18 May in need of medical supplies, medicadraidon
and food. The actual number of British and CommaithieAir Force
NCOs in Stalag IVBat the time of liberation was 1,593, including
thirty-three who had been commissioned but not senbfficers’
camps.

Finally, on 22 May 1945, the Halle Agreement ohe‘tmost
expeditious overland delivery of Allied and Sovit-prisoners of
war’ was signed. It stipulated how and to whicheggmon points both
sides should send the former prisoners, the dealysit capacities of
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each reception point, the transportation plans, atiter details.
However, the Luckenwalde and Muhlberg POWs wereassd two
days before the signing and taken by road andtoaiHalle. On
22 May they were flown from there to Brussels by fimericans in
C-47 Dakotas. There they joined the large queughioiirlift back to
England.

Notes:
1 williams, Eric;The Wooden HorggCollins; London; 1948).

2 Brickhill, Paul:The Great Escap@-aber and Faber; London; 1951).

3 Dominy, JohnThe Sergeant Escapgisondon. lan Allan. 1974).

4 For the purposes of this paper, ‘RAF’ can be ialeemean also RAAF, RCAF,
RNZAF, SAAF and Fleet Air Arm.

5 Crawley, AidanEscape From Germany: A History of R.A.F. Escapemduhe

War (London; Collins; 1956).

6  They were, in order of capture: Sgt G F Booth, WC J Slattery, Plt Off L H
Edwards, Sgn Ldr S S Murray, Fg Off A B Thompsogt S A Hill, AC | S A Burry,
AC | P F Pacey, Lt R P Thurstan RN, Lt G B K Gt RM, Fg Off R D Baughan,
PIt Off R M Coste, Sgt R L Galloway, AC | H Ligge®gt G J Springett, Plt Off D G
Heaton-Nichols, Fg Off A C MacLachlan, Wg Cdr H MDay AM, Fg Off J Tilsley,
Cpl A R Gunton, LAC R E Fletcher, Sgt J W Lamb&it, Off M J Casey, Sgt A G
Fripp, AC | J Nelson, PIt Off H R Bewlay, Sgt S Mtjre, AC | T P Adderley, PIt
Off P A Wimberley, Sgt H Ruse, Sgt T May and LACAHIones.

" In June 1940 all RAF ‘other ranks’ — that iscedftmen — who carried out flying
duties were promoted, literally overnight, to tlamk of sergeant. For the rest of the
war, the only ‘other ranks’ in air force camps wibdle those captured performing
ground duties on aerodromes overrun by the Gerngarme, as in France, Crete and
the Balkans, or accompanying Combined Operatioits,for example at Dieppe

8 The camp at Schubin was re-numbeBdthg 64and re-opened on 6 June 1943 to
take American soldiers, most of them captured inttNéfrica. The change from
Roman to Arabic numerals to designate camps camadtlly explained, though in
view of the fact that the latter were used fwlags especially in the occupied
territories, it is possible that the OKVODIlperkommando der WehrmachtArmed
Forces High Command) now considered these camgsorainy.
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MORNING DISCUSSION

Wg Cdr Jeff Jefford. When an evader succeeded in crossing the
Pyrenees into Spain he was in a neutral, but fagole state, which
was, at least ideologically, sympathetic to Germadgw secure were
they?

Air Cdre Graham Pitchfork. They were certainly at risk in the area
close to the border, which is why the guides tt@edet them 20 or 30
kms into Spain — towards Barcelona in the eastaor &ebastian in the
west. The privations suffered by evaders who waieert by the
Spanish police could be quite significant and sarhéhem spent
several months in the Miranda Camp until their asée could be
negotiated by the Embassy staff. But they wereseotre while they
were in the immediate border area and there weataick instances
of people being taken back across the mountainshanded over to
the authorities in occupied France.

Mike Meech. We’ve heard about Spain. What about Switzerland? |
believe that Freddie West, the First World War M&as involved
there.

Air Cdre Graham Pitchfork. Yes, Freddie West was the Air
Attaché and he would have been influential in theséters. It was, of
course, sometimes easier for someone shot down Gganany to
head for Switzerland and it could be relatively yeés cross the
border. Once you were in, however, it was diffidaltget out again
and some people were in Switzerland for a yeamor Those who
were eager to get back were fed into the Frenctesyand over the
Pyrenees. The extreme south east corner of Framnseoacupied by
the Italians and the frontier could be easier tssithere.

Gp Capt Jock Heron. Some reference has been bade to a ‘Prisoner
Exchange Scheme’. Can anyone enlarge on that?nBtance, how
were prisoners classified as being suitable foharge, and how were
the practical political issues involved in movingople to and from a
hostile Europe?

Charles Rollings. The camps were visited at intervals by a Mixed
Medical Commission which would include one or tvepresentatives
of the Protecting Power, ie Switzerland, a Germactat and a Swiss
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Col Friedrich Von Lindeiner,
Commandant, Stalag Luft 1l from
April 1942, was relieved of his
command following ‘The Great
Escape’ of March 1944.

doctor. They would examine
prisoners who were nominated by
the British Medical Officer for that
camp. Suitable candidates might be
those suffering from wounds
sustained when they were shot
down, those who had become
seriously ill while in captivity and
people suffering from mental
illness. Some of the latter were
feigned cases, of course. Even
though the screening process was
very thorough, some Camp Commandants were deeplpicsous
about the psychiatric cases and were reluctamdorse them. One of
the worst offenders was von Lindeiner&tlag Luft Il He had no
time at all for the British doctors and their recoendations and he
was instrumental in stopping a number of repatnesi.

As to the politics, the arrangements for repatmatvere negotiated
between the War Offices of the governments conckrgenerally
through the Attachés appointed to the ProtectingdPe- Switzerland
— and sometimes through neutral Sweden. It wasrgiynaecessary
to reach some sort of parity, similar numbers freath side. The
British prisoners would all be moved to one camgrelthey boarded
a specially commissioned neutral train which tob&n to a Baltic
port and from there by sea to Sweden. The Germatingent would
sail to the same port where the exchange would pékee and they
swapped ships for the return journeys.

That, broadly speaking, is how it worked but, as gan imagine,
there was a good deal of very sensitive negotidtivnlved and the
whole business was fraught with difficulty. Thesfirrepatriation
scheme, of 1941, actually broke down because then&e were
insisting on recovering more of their prisoners nththey were
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prepared to release. So it was 1942 before the eyecttange took
place, and that involved Italy. There were no mdBetish
repatriations until September 1943.

Heron. Did this work in the Far East?

Rollings. Perhaps surprisingly, it did, but on an even fnalcale.
There were a few exchanges — to America — but fesvy

Sir Freddie Sowrey. Peter provided us with an excellent description
of the escape aids. Do we know how effective theyewin use?

Peter Elliott. The effectiveness was difficult to measure. We know
that a lot of people did use them — and got back.algo know that
the Germans knew about them. | think that somelaytGn-Hutton’s
designs may have been better in theory than irtipeae for instance,

| fancy that a magnetised pencil clip that woultlaeca compass if the
pencil it was attached to was floated in a bowlvater might have
been a bit difficult to use in practice.

Rollings. A couple of thoughts. One article that was memtwas a
blanket which, if rubbed, revealed a pattern pemgjtthe blanket to
be cut up and reassembled to make a suit. It tuvoethat the quality
of the blanket was too good to be made into ab®gause the clothing
worn by foreign workers was of much coarser cloMs. for the
compasses, @talag Luft lllthey did not use those provided by MI9
because the ones they made themselves were better!
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THE ESCAPE LINES OF NORTH-WEST EUROPE IN WW I
by Roger Stanton

Roger Stanton spent 22 years serving with the
Royal Corps of Signals and the Intelligence
Corps. Post-retirement he remained with the
latter for a further ten years and he has

sustained his connections with the military as a
contract instructor in Combat Survival

Techniques. During his service he developed an
interest in the work of the Intelligence Services
and the Escape Lines of WW Il and became

associated with the, now sadly defunct, Royal Aircé Escaping
Society. This led to his founding of the Escaped.iMemorial Society
(ELMS) and its excellent website.

May | first thank the organisers of this meeting inviting me to
speak to you today. Building on Graham Pitchfogitesentation on
MI9, | shall attempt to provide an overview of tinain escape lines in
operation during WW ILI.

Introduction

The nature of the ‘parcels’ being passed along#uape routes of
Western Europe changed as the war progressedia@iviligitives
aside, the first consignments were soldiers andeairof the BEF who
had been left behind to fight rearguard actions wack still at large
or who had escaped while being marched into caytinithe summer
of 1940. They were followed by downed RAF and Comwealth
aircrew who were joined, from 1942 onwards, by Aicer flyers and
in 1944 by soldiers, particularly airborne troops.

With the fall of France, stragglers from the BE&dhbegun to
gather at the main ports, along with casualties b escaped from
hospitals. Other evaders were in hiding in Parid Brussels while
still more were lying low in the countryside, soe&rning their keep
by working for farmers, until the situation becaohearer. It was time
to try to get them home.

Before being sent to Lisbon as Vice-Consul in t@mmer of 1940,
Donald Darling was interviewed by Col Claude Dangbg Assistant
Chief of SIS, who briefed him on the need to essabtovert lines of
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communications with occupied France. By Septemberliiyy was
stationed in Gibraltar, with offices in Madrid amdgsbon, and his
agents had infiltrated into France via routes otle Pyrenees.
Although he would become intimately involved withilitary
personnel who succeeded in reaching Gibraltar,ii@awas primarily
an officer of SIS, rather than MI9.

While probing into France, Darling had set upassthn with a Capt
lan Garrow of the Seaforth Highlanders. Garrow based himself in
Marseille whence he had set up evasion routes ffenpignan over
the eastern Pyrenees into Spain where he had ehgalggble agents
in Catalonia and the Basque region. The people wperated
Garrow's network of routes, which stretched north far as the
Franco-Belgian border, came from all walks of liflem peasant
farmers to doctors, rich and poor alike.

While significant early progress had been madis,worth making
the point from the outset that the greatest riskhto security of any
escape line was collaborators. It is generally tausay that, in any
major city, it is very difficult to find someone whdoes not wish to be
found. In many cases people involved in the esdiaps who were
arrested had been betrayed — not caught — and wresee substantial
rewards on offer to anyone who was prepared topavate with the
occupation authorities.

For ease of reference | shall discuss the escapes by country,
running from north to south.

Norway

For men on the run in Norway the challenge wasenodien a case
of survival than of evasion. Much of the countryinside the Arctic
Circle; the nights are very long with inland temgiares often below
-40'C. For the evader, total darkness was both an asde liability.

The main escape routes from Norway ran east iw&d8n or west
towards the North Sea. In the south east, from 194 became the
focal point for many of the organised escape liwéh some 50,000
fugitives reaching freedom, most of those enter8weden being
civilians.

Most of the Norwegian population lived in the lartpwns and
cities or in small fishing villages spread alongrenthan 1,000 miles
of rugged coastline. In the hinterland there wedaited farms and



76

farming communes but many of these were unoccugigithg the
harsh winter period. Isolated farms in the mourgaiere often linked
to the Norwegian Resistanddli{org) and it was this organisation that
came to the rescue of many evaders. Whichever tousaveden was
chosen, and dependent upon how far north the eweateand/or the
time of year, the weather could be extremely hesfihere was only
one alternative to walking in the snow or ski-manghand that was to
hitch a lift on the ‘Shetland Bus’, but this cowdly be arranged by
Milorg in conjunction with the Special Operations Exe@it{SOE).
MI9 had no established route structure in Norway.

When evaders made contact with the Resistaviterg informed
the local SOE agent, who notified London by radBDE ran a
delivery service of arms, ammunition and agentsguaifleet of small
fishing boats — the ‘Shetland Bus’ — from its baséuna Voe in the
Shetland Islands; on its return run the ‘bus’ bidugack agents and
other fugitives, including evaders. The ‘ShetlandsBwas the most
northern of all escape line routes but it was aetasf SOE not MI9.

The boats were manned by volunteer fishermen, mvade up to
three trips a week. The passage across the NodhirSainter is
difficult enough as it is, but the hazards were ifired by the risk of
interception by German gunboats. Although lightisned, if attacked
the boats stood little chance; their only cover dakness.

Evaders bound for Sweden on foot or on skis wdiddpassed
along a chain of isolated rural communities oftscoeted by local
folk. When a farm house was not available they walpéged to
shelter in caves or woodcutters’ huts. It was galhethe practice to
rest by day and travel at night, although it iseresompletely dark
during the Norwegian summer. Many aircrew on the suffered
badly from foot problems as flying boots were utehle for
mountain walking.

There were no major land operations in Norway rafte40,
although a number of Commando-style sabotage vwadnle mounted
in conjunction withMilorg and SOE, one of the most daring being the
destruction of the heavy water plant at Vemork,rnepkan. The
plant was destroyed and the saboteurs were puisteedweden by
over 3,000 German ski troops. Nevertheless, witth @xception, the
whole team eventually got back to England. The wat® stayed
behind was the radio operator, Knut Haugland, wpens several
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months in Norway training Resistance operators reefeturning to
the UK via the Shetland Bus.

The main organisations that assisted escapers\au®rs in
Norway were:

* Milorg (Organised by the Norwegian Military)
« Sivorg(Organised by civilians)

* XU (a covert intelligence agency)

« The Communist Resistance Organisation

Denmark

Since Denmark is flanked on three sides by theasé€ashares its
only land border with Germany, this imposed sewarastraints on
MI9’s activities. As with Norway, with the excepticof Commando
raids, Resistance and SOE operations, there vi@sditert action in
Denmark so very few Allied soldiers were directlydlved. Since the
main bomber ‘corridor’ to Germany ran further squikier Holland,
Belgium and Northern France, this was also true agtrew.
Nevertheless Allied aircraft were occasionally lylou down over
Denmark and the first formal evasion route, opegatiout of
Frederikshavn, was established in early 1943. Raodhis individual
fishing boats had ferried fugitives across to Swede transferred
them to Swedish vessels at sea. MI9 briefingsryeaw taking part in
operations over Denmark and Norway recommendedfttiiay were
brought down they should keep clear of the deferdest coast and
head east towards Sweden. The arrangements atriksb@en were
followed by others, all involving fishing boats.

In October 1943 the Germans began the arrest epdrtation of
Jews. The Danes reacted swiftly and, of a Jewishnuanity of
approximately 8,000, just over 7,500 were trangubtdb Sweden by
fishermen while others were kept in safe-housemg&ther more than
18,000 fugitives left Denmark for Sweden during WWVincluding
nearly 200 aircrew.

Of the aircrew who were brought down over Denmarigny
headed towards Aarhus, Aalborg and Alback; fronrehal routes
converged on the northern fishing port of Saeby. Jimall, shallow
draft, local boats, which were able to use watergiatl to larger
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enemy vessels, took their passengers as far ag@ntly, a distance
of 60 miles, or passed them on to Swedish shipbénKattegat. A
transfer at sea was the preferred option, as mipexd the whole
exercise to be conducted under cover of darkneth, the fishing

boats being back at Seeby before the harbour wésebuchecked by
the German authorities.

At Seeby, Ditlev Pederson organised vessels tows#il evaders
between Saeby and Copenhagen. Small ships likdcldie and the
Marie had hidden rooms constructed for one or two fugiti The
fishing boatsLaura and Karen were added to this fleet. By the
summer of 1944 all the Jutland routes and theitsboambined into
one organisation that included the ports of Skag8trandby,
Frederikshavn, Saeby, Aalborg, and Grena. Many airwigo ditched
were rescued by small fishing boats and taken tallgorts for
onward movement to safe-houses.

The Netherlands

The history of escape lines in the Netherlanasase complex and
fragmented than those in Belgium or France for pwincipal reasons.
First, in contrast to most of Western Europe, thethdrlands was
controlled by the SS, not the German Army. As aultedife in
Holland was far more tightly controlled and rulesorm rigidly
enforced than was the case elsewhere. That shite Whe SS was
in overall command, it is worth noting that therereslarge numbers
of German troops in the Netherlands because itagued a heavy
concentration of anti-aircraft guns and night fagistas a counter to
Bomber Command aircraft overflying on their way @&ermany.
Secondly, assistance provided to evaders in thaedands was far
more localised and, with the exception of John \Weits Dutch-Paris
Line, no Dutch group sponsored a route that exinme through
Belgium and France, most groups simply transfertivgyr evaders to
the Cometeand O’Leary networkssge beloy

Most escapers and evaders in occupied Europe thesmeh to
cross the Pyrenees into Spain. This entailed amasdand dangerous
journey of up to 1,000 miles by train, bicycle ar fmot, most of it
through German-occupied territory, with the auttiesi often being
assisted by local police and militia. The naturetlod help that a
downed aviator might receive — if any — was deteadiby the place



Johanna Maria (Joke) Folmer was one
the leading figures in the Dutc
Resistance. Not yet twenty years of a
she began acting as a courier in 1942 a
before her arrest in 1944 she had assis
more than 300 men, many of thg
aircrew, to escape. Miraculously, s
survived and subsequently received
number of decorations, including t
George Medal.

that he had been shot down. Many lod&l
folk were deterred from assisting evadeg
for fear of reprisals by the occupyingf
forces and a number of evaders wellex
simply handed over to the authorities.

There was also significant activity by .
the German Counter Intelligence Services, tAbwehr which
employed double agents with considerable succebssel agents
infiltrated both the SOE Sections and many of theape line groups;
as a result, many agents were compromised, ofteg loaptured on
landing as they parachuted into Holland. Any evadeho were
assisted were quickly transferred to organisation®elgium and
France, both for their own safety and for thathaf €scape lines.

Throughout WW 11 there were many well-organisedugs in the
Netherlands that gave help and assistance to Alisthpers and
evaders. Some worked independently; others wereciassd with
lines that operated in Belgium and France. The dehgnd most
independent organisation was the so-called Dutels-Rane, which is
believed to have been established in early 1943ndime is said to
have originated in a question put to an RAF airm&en he reached
Paris, ‘Where did you come from?’ to which he resjexd, ‘Dutch to
Paris’.

The Dutch-Paris route had been started by Johmigeiwho had
studied at Collonges on the Franco-Swiss borderavhe had walked
extensively and knew the area well. Many of Weithearly couriers
were known to evaders only by their code names ran€oise’,
‘Okkie’,’” Anne-Marie’, ‘Lucy’, ‘Simone’ and ‘Jaquéhe’. Although
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this route was successful, evaders arriving in &#liand found
themselves interned for the duration, unable todethe country
because of Swiss neutrality. Many internees théralseut escaping
from Switzerland into France with the assistancéhefO’Leary Line
(see below

A new influx of fugitives arrived in September 494 paratroopers
from the 1st Airborne Division. Following the faiki of Operation
MARKET GARDEN, some of the survivors were hiddenHplland
pending the arrival of the Allies while others wegsisted by Dutch
helpers to find their way back to Allied lines.

The Biesboch area, a fresh water delta regionatémways, creeks
and islands was a natural hiding place for evaderddolland.
Operations from the Biesboch resulted in large remnlof men,
particularly aircrew, returning to Allied lines. &hprice of their
freedom was high; many couriers and safe-houseckeeyere lost. In
one incident, a young girl courier was arrestedParis carrying an
address book in her handbag which unfortunatelylicated other
helpers. One hundred and fifty people were arredtaty of whom
died or never returned from the concentration campsie were from
the Dutch-Paris Line, one being John Weidner'€sist

MI9’s successful Operation PEGASUS |, took placetloe night
of the 22/23 October 1944. One hundred and thigiitefugitives,
mainly British airborne troops together with menthef the Dutch
Resistance, were led through woods to the Rhinaday of the Glider
Pilot Regiment. The US 506 Parachute Regiment hiadady
established a bridgehead on the north bank wheitsiBrand
Canadian engineers provided boats to ferry the aceoss. Based on
the success of PEGASUS I, a similar operation wasmed on the
night of 17 November but PEGASUS Il was compromifedn the
start and was a failure; only a handful of men made safety by
making their own arrangements over the next fevsday

Belgium

In May 1940 the Belgian King surrendered his arrfedes and
the country was occupied. Many of the BEF's woundad been left
behind in Brussels, some injured soldiers beingggrtad from their
hospital beds to be hidden in safe-houses. By tiike of the year,
others, who had escaped while being marched inpbivity, were
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being hidden near the Franco-
Belgian border or in Brussels, but
with fuel and food becoming
scarce it became increasingly
difficult both to shelter and to
move evaders.

What began as an informal
network of friends (many of
whom had been nurses and had
known Edith Cavell) who were
prepared to harbour evaders, now
had to devise a means of getting
them back to England. By the
spring of 1941, AndréeDédée
de Jongh had become the main
_ organiser in Brussels. Through a
Pte James Cromar, the first mag.pqg| friend, Arnold Deppé, who
to reach freedom via the Cometg,s \orking for an American film
Line. company in San Sebastian,
arrangements were made to set up a route throwgic&to the south
western Pyrenees at St Jean de Luz.

Deppé organised the Spanish links with local guided safe-
houses; he also set up safe-houses in Paris whilmigigh organised
the Belgian end of the network with links to Pamil on to Bayonne.
The arrangements were in place by summer of 194dnvae Jongh
led her first group down the route. Using falsegra@and travelling by
train they succeeded in reaching St Jean de Lueneéthey were
taken across the mountains and the River Bidassoeedch their
ultimate destination, the British Consulate in Bibb The first evader
to reach freedom, accompanied by two Belgians, wteat was
initially known as the DD (Deppé-de Jongh) Line,swate James
Cromar of the Gordon Highlanders on the 17 AugQ4tll

By September a second network of safe-houses reeh b
established in the Bayonne area run by anotheridgldlvire de
Greef, from her newly acquired home at Angl€hé Villa Voisin
That month more evaders, again soldiers, were meiedhat, after
several more changes of name, would eventuallyrbedbe famous
ComételLine. Sadly, on 19 August 1941, while making oris




82

Andrée de Jongh. personally escorteghs
more than 100 men to safety. Althoudit

she was eventually arrested and spejiss
more than two years in captivity, the
Comete Line, which she had founde
continued to function and is crediteds=
with have assisted more than 80
fugitives. Among her man
international decorations, she was
awarded the George Medal.

second trip, Arnold Deppé was arrests
at Lille Station.

De Jongh requested money to p
for safe-house keepers, mounta
guides and trains but, suspected by e
Embassy and Consulate staffs in Spain of bem};;stapoplant she
experienced some initial difficulty in convincingem that she really
could rescue evaders. Despite their suspicions,ehery she was
encouraged to recover pilots. TBeMeéEteobliged and the first group
to reach Spain was accepted as proof of her laylatom this point on
the movement of Allied aircrew became a priority fhe Comete
Line, although de Jongh also delivered intelligenmeports for
London, hence her code name ‘Postwoman’.

Brussels itself, and the link between there andsPhecame the
most dangerous section of the Line. In February21#4was blown
again and in August 1942 nineteen year-old Andkaaline’ Dumon,
the main courier organiser between Brussels anid,Raas arrested.
Once more the Line was rebuilt and evaders resuhed travels to
the western Pyrenees. In November 1942 two Germganta posing
as Americans infiltrated the line and it was bloyet again. As a
result, In January 1943 three aircrew were captatalg with Andrée
de Jongh and safe-house keeper Francia Usandizhga farm in the
foothills of the Pyrenees. Due to the machinatioh®ther German
agents the Paris sector was also blown. By late 1643 Jacques Le
Grelle and his associates had repaired the Lingrendighest number
of aircrew evaders ever was on the move. For exarfitheline
‘Michou” Dumon, who had replaced her younger sist&ndrée,
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Left, Andrée ‘Nadine’ Dumon and (right) her sistdficheline
‘Michou’ were both prominent members of the Conhéte. Although
Michou was a year older; she was small, able tospgas sixteen and
dressing as a schoolgirl helped her to avoid treytdhe was another
Belgian who was awarded a George Medal.

following her capture, is credited with having fdaaied the
movement of no fewer than 150 aircrew. In Deceni@43 a guide
and an evader were tragically lost in the dangeBidsssoa River
when confronted by border guards.

In April 1944, Cométewas back in commission following yet
another infiltration of the line by a German ageiittthis point in the
war with D-Day approaching, it was becoming inciegly dangerous
to move evaders by road or rail because of aircldtaon
communications linksCometés role was therefore reappraised in
conjunction with MI9 and it was decided to creasnps in forested
regions, where aircrew could be hidden until thesrevliberated by
the advancing Allies. This operation, MARATHON, @lved evaders
being held in secret in Brittany, the Belgian Ardes and in the
Fréteval Forest near Chateaudun in France. In \&k@@one 152
evaders were hidden from May to September 1944.

France — The Pat O’Leary Line

During the summer of 1940 stragglers from the BHFof them in
need of assistance, funds and shelter had beguworigregate in
Bordeaux while others had made for Marseille. Amtng latter was



84

Capt lan Garrow (left) and The Rev Dr Donald Cur@askie
(Courtesy of www.christopherlong.co.uk)

the aforementioned Capt lan Garrow of the Seafasths set about
finding a way to get these men out of France.

Having made contact with Capt Frederick FitchWitliam Sillar
and Flt Lt Paddy Treacy (of No 74 Sqgn), Garrow Iloegacreate an
organisation based on Marseille. Treacy soon masl@wn way to
Spain and after Fitch had followed him across theeiees his place
was taken by Capt Charles Murchie, who had escéped a POW
camp. Another early member of the team was Dr GeoRpdo’
Rodocanachi; born in Liverpool, of Greek parentage,had been
educated in Paris and had spent his holidays irsélé&. Together
with his wife, Fanny, and their elderly maid, Sdnae, Rodocanachi
ran the line’s main safe-house in Marseille at 2de RRoux de
Brignoles and used his surgery as a collecting éxdos fugitives.
Many other helpers joined the line at this stagduniing: Tom Kenny,
a Canadian resident in Marseille; Elizabeth Hadeesg who had
fled there from Paris; Georges Zarrifi and LouisuMeau.

Another key player was the Rev Donald Caskie wleojiig
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vt

Cométe Line
——————— Shelburn Line
200 mks

Gibraltar

The Main European Escape Routes.

vacated his Scottish Church in Paris one step abe#te Germans,
had taken over the Seaman’s Mission at 46 Rue dbirfFon the
understanding that it was to be used only for ianmilrefugees. As a
fellow Scot, Caskie joined forces with Garrow, tomoyde a very
effective safe-house. Indeed, the Seaman’s Midssmame what may
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Albert-Marie Edmond Guérisse
aka Pat O'Leary. After the war,

Guérisse rejoined the Belgian
Army. Having risen to become
head of its medical branch, he
retired in 1970 as a major general;
among his 35 international
decorations the British had
conferred a KBE, the DSO and a
GC.

have been the largest safe-house in
France. Food was left in the
doorways of the Mission at night
by well-wishers and anonymous
telephone calls provided advance
warning of police checks. Caskie
took the soldiers’ unwanted uniforms and disposédhem in the
harbour at night in sacks weighted with rocks.

Meanwhile, fugitives continued to home in on Méksgwhence
they were evacuated by sea or escorted acrosashere foothills of
the Pyrenees and on to Gibraltar or Lisbon. Theldeship of the
group evolved as members of the original team maredut by the
spring of 1941 Garrow was running the line.

In May 1940, Albert-Marie Guérisse, a medical adfi in the
Belgian Army, had left the beaches of Dunkirk fargkand. As was
customary, he assumed a false identity in ordgarédect his family
and was commissioned into the RNVR as Patrick AlGELeary, a
French Canadian. He was assigned toltheRhin a French-crewed
vessel that was being adapted for covert opera@gna ‘Q’ ship —
HMS Fidelity By the spring of 1941 O’Leary was second-in-
command of the SOE-sponsorédelity that was now working out of
Gibraltar carrying out clandestine operations & tMediterranean
coast of France.

On the night of the 25 April 1941 O’Leary’s skiferturned and
he was stranded ashore. Arrested, he was imprisomgel relatively
relaxed conditions along with other captured Bhitisfficers in St
Hippolyte du Fort. Garrow was able to engineeréisase and he was
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soon at the Rodocanachi safe-
house where he began to work
with Garrow’s organisation.

Unknown to Garrow and
O’Leary, a British traitor,
Harold (aka ‘Paul’) Cole, had
infiltrated the line. Cole had
escorted many evaders from
the north of France to Marseille
and was well acquainted with
all of the line’s safe-houses,
couriers and routes but he was
now working for theGestapo
The organisation was seriously
compromised. In October 1941

arrow  and many helpers
hroughout France were
Srrested and O’Leary assumed
command.

In November 1942 the Germans took over the unaoedugone of
France, which effectively closed O’Leary’s sea esytwhich had
operated from beaches in the vicinity of Perpignamd tightened
security in coastal regions and the eastern Pysen®¥éth the
arrangements in  Marseilles disrupted, O’Leary movdils
headquarters to Toulouse where it resumed opesatiom the flat of
Marie Louise ‘Francoise’ Dissard, evaders contiguim be moved on
across the Pyrenees from there but now using higiuges.

A few weeks later Garrow was freed in an audacaperation and
evacuated to Spain following his own route out Hriee, courtesy of
the line that he had been instrumental in estahlishn March 1943
disaster struck again. A French traitor, Roger &gibnnaire, had
penetrated the organisation and O’Leary and othene arrested.
Once again, the line had lost its leader and méiitg &ey figures and
safe-houses. However, Francoise Dissard was r&tél dnd due to her
courage and tenacity the line was rebuilt to bectirad-rancoise Line
which continued to function, albeit on a reduce@lec until the
Liberation.

A 63-year old Marie Louise Dissar
meeting General De Gaul after th
Liberation.
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France — The Marie-Claire
Line
Mary Ghita Lindell was
impeccably English in
upbringing and  manner,
extremely resourceful,
courageous,  strong-minded
and used to getting her own
way. She had served as a
nurse in England during WW
l, later joining theSecours aux
Blesses Militariesa branch of
the French Red Cross.
Decorated for gallantry under
fire, she was awarded the
FrenchCroix de Guerrewith
R % 7 Star and the Russian Order of
) \ St Anne for her dedication to
s Y \\ &= | French and Russian wounded.
=1 After the war Mary married
Mary Ghita Lindellakathe Comtessethe Count de Milleville and
de Milleville, aka the Comtesse ddived in Paris.
Moncyaka‘Marie-Claire’. In May 1940 Mary sewed
her English, French, and
Russian war medals onto her Red Cross uniform,rigigsthat there
was no doubt as to her nationality and allegiaicgether with her
children, Maurice, Oky, and Barbe, she began theiffy business’ of
collecting army evaders and transporting them ¢outiioccupied zone,
usually handing them over to the Marseille-based@heary Line.
Later she did the same for aircrew. The routes \vetially based on
the houses and farms of friends and personal asntélerough sheer
bluff Mary managed to acquire petrol and permitsdaurse and a
mechanic/driver to travel freely on humanitariarssions. She had
obtained these through General von Stulpnagel, @&&man
commander in Paris, who had personally signed daratating that
the punishment for men found helping evaders wdnddexecution
and, for women, incarceration in a concentratiomgaThus Mary
travelled unimpeded on her ‘humanitarian missionsshe as the
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nurse, accompanied by an evader masquerading as her
mechanic/driver.

Despite her success, Mary had not been trainedhfertype of
work and her activities eventually attracted théerdton of the
German authorities. She was arrested by the Paren8 sentenced to
nine months’ solitary confinement in Fresnes Priséfer son,
Maurice, was also arrested and given eleven mdothzossessing an
illegal firearm. On her eventual release Mary waarned that a
warrant was being prepared for her re-arrest. Hpvimade
arrangements for her children to stay in a safesbdo Ruffec, she
followed her own escape route to Marseille and ¢keover the
Pyreness and on to England.

After appropriate training by MI9 she was flowrckdo France by
Lysander, landing near Limoges on the night of 28 tober 1942.
Within 24hrs of her arrival, stranded aircrew wagain moving south
down her newly organised ‘Marie-Claire Line’ whigtas based on
Ruffec.

Mary was injured in a traffic accident in Decemhi@d2. She was
taken to hospital where she had to be hidden iallarcto avoid the
Gestapasearch. Despite her absence, the Line continugaaion.

In early January 1943, Major Haslar and Marinerlpathe RM
Commando survivors of Operation FRANKTON, the camaie on
shipping in Bordeaux harbour, arrived in Ruffec,end they were
sheltered by the Marie-Claire organisation. Duriag visit to
Switzerland for medical treatment Mary was ableprovide the
British Military Attaché with an update on her adtiies, including the
fact that Haslar and Sparks had survived. In Febrbath men were
taken across the Pyrenees; both eventually rea@ledltar.

Money and communications were constant problerhs;oarse,
and with the coastal regions and the lower levélshe mountains
becoming increasingly insecure, it became necessamnove the
routes inland. Following Mary’s return to Ruffedjetefore, new
evaders were sent to Foix in the foothills of theelRees to follow
onward routes into Andorra. Wanted by tBestapoas the Comtesse
de Milleville, it was at about this time that Maaglopted the alias of
the Comtesse de Moncy. Meanwhile, her son had aeested again.
Although badly beaten, Maurice was eventually rbeaand when he
recovered he resumed his commitments to the line.
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The summer of 1943 was very busy; there were problat the
Spanish border after the Germans had declared riee @ special
security zone. Evader traffic was now directed talséPau on a route
organised by Maurice and it was at Pau stationttieivorst tragedy
happened. Four airmen were caught by@estapoon the Toulouse-
to-Pau train but the subsequent interrogation efdburier, nineteen-
year-old ‘Ginnette’, revealed nothing. Unaware loé tarrest, Mary
was waiting for the train at Pau where she wassterdeby the SD.
Initially taken to Biarritz, accompanied by two gds, she was placed
on a train bound for Paris. While using the toNéry attempted to
escape by jumping from the train. The guards reacdugckly and
opened fire; Mary sustained head wounds. Unconscishe was
taken to a hospital in Tours where she underwesm-aour operation
by aLuftwaffesurgeon, which saved her life. Six weeks latervshe
transferred to Dijon prison and placed in solitapnfinement. Her
final destination was Ravensbruck concentrationpcarmere she was
incarcerated from early September 1944. Useful eympént in the
camp hospital enabled her to survive until 25 Ap8H5 when Mary
was handed over to the Swedish Red Cross and thamitable,
unbreakable lady walked free.

Mary Lindell’s organisation had covered a largeaarcollecting
evaders from all over France and moving them imgestato safe-
houses in the vicinity of Paris and then Ruffece Hey player had
always been Mary, and when she was taken out afytsiem the line
was expected to go down. Many aircrew, thought éocabout 160,
were still in hiding in the Paris area alone whée svas arrested.
Maurice and Barbe had moved and gone to ground; Gdkg
disappeared into the concentration camp systemnamdr returned.
‘Pauline’, a main courier, took on much of the waseself, recruiting
new helpers and personally escorting many of thereav. She also
collected funds from the British in Switzerland alader from the
Gaullists. Many of her aircrew were passed on &Rhancoise Line
for the final stages of their journey to Spain.ukae’ and several of
her couriers were eventually betrayed in Paris amdsted by the
Gestapothey died in concentration camps.

It is difficult to place a figure on the numberefaders who passed
through the Marie Claire Line as they were alsoneated to other
lines, but the numbers are believed to be in thedieds. After the
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war Mary Lindell became the Royal Air Forces EsngpSociety’s
representative in France. She died in France i6,18§d 92.

France — The Shelburn Line

Although Motor Gun Boats (MGBs) and Motor TorpeBoats,
together with other light craft and fishing boatsed been operating
from the Helford River and the Scilly Isles sinemd 1940, the Royal
Navy's 15th Motor Gun Boat Flotilla was not formeuahtil 1942.
Based on Dartmouth and, at times, Falmouth, it atedr off the
Brittany coast in conjunction with the Shelburn diantil November
1944 by which time the coast was in allied hands.

Most of the flotilla’s activities were conductadno-moon periods,
with the oars of the surf-boats muffled and gragses being used for
anchor chains (to minimise the sound and to entidm to be cut
with an axe in an emergency). The north and weastsoof Brittany
were mainly used by SOE and SIS to insert and exagents but they
also collected evaders and other fugitives. TheldBhe Line was
created specifically for use by MI9, and was incplérom December
1943 until the last evaders were picked up on tgbtrof 23/24 July
1944.

The line was based on an earlier organisation{r®akwhich had
been compromised in 1943, many of its evaders hgasged on to the
Burgundy Line. The fact that the Shelburn Line icamed at all was
due to the insistence of Raymond Labrosse who ead ke French
Canadian radio operator for Oaktree. When Oaktras blown he
joined a group of evaders and took them south theePyrenees then
on to Gibraltar. On reaching England and being idédt by MI9 he
argued that sea evacuations from Brittany shoutdbeoabandoned,
just performed in a different way.

On the 11 October 1942 a number of evaders gatheie deserted
villa at Canet Plage near Perpignan. They weredmnggior an RV with
a fishing boat from Gibraltar; a pick-up arrangedtlhe Pat O’Leary
Line. Amongst the evaders was a Sgt Maj Lucien Ogmaf the
Canadian Fusiliers Mont-Royal. He was a Commando dd been
captured at Dieppe, escaped and made his way teeMar Dumais
was taken off the beach by the feluc&eawolfin Operation
ROSALIND and returned to England. There he volugeeo work
with MI9 but was turned down. Later, after seniicdNorth Africa, he
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Camper and Nicholson Motor Gun Boats of the 15tiilid with
MGB 502 in the leadMike Kemble)

again applied for special duties, and this timevhas accepted.

On the night of 16/17 November 1943, a Lysandew fDumais
and Raymond Labrosse across to northern Francesvitey were to
set up the Shelburn Line. By December 1943, thelydade-houses in
place in Brittany and a main holding area and nsafe-houses in
Paris. Couriers had been recruited locally, a besah selected at
Anse Cochat and MI9 was informed that the line veasly for its first
operation. The beach had been code named ‘Bonaparte

The skill of the navigators on the Brittany runsaerucial. The
coast was difficult and dangerous. Currents wemy g&ong; there
were rock outcrops everywhere, hidden by the nigkfall of the tide,
and the weather, especially in winter months, eckairther hazards.

The procedure involved evaders gathering at hgldientres in
Paris until a pick-up was imminent. They were tmeoved to safe-
houses near the coast in the vicinity of Plouha @athgamp. The
pick-up was always confirmed ovBadio Londresthe daily French
language BBC transmission, using the mess&mnjour tout le
monde a la maison d’AlphonséAfter the first operation it became
clear to MI9 that the Shelburn Line was well plashnprepared and
organised and had good security. At the requesburhais, MI9
provided a mine detector which was used to cleabdach.

Most escape line couriers were accompanied by oné or two
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evaders, but on Shelburn they were handled in batohup to twenty
at a time. Armed with shovels and picks, and a feamorised

phrases in Polish, they were loaded into trucks @nesented

themselves as foreign labourers working on thetabaefences. As
one courier said, ‘They will shoot me with one esadnd they will

shoot me with twenty. What is the difference?’ Eetadwere provided
with rations then moved from their safe-housesht® ¢oastal cliffs

where they would lie low while their courier chedktéhe beach for
mines, a white handkerchief being placed on topawth one. When
the boats approached through the surf, the cowsiersnoned the men
down to the beach. Once the ‘parcels’ were abdhedcourier would

return to the cliffs, collecting the handkerchiefsthe way.

The first operation from Bonaparte Beach took @lan the night
of 28/29 January 1944, 19 evaders being pickedyuMBB 503 in
Op BONAPARTE. The second was on the 26/27 Februatly 18
evaders (MGB 503 — Op BONAPARTE Il). Other openasiavere as
follows:

» 16/17 March with 30 evaders (MGB 502 — Op BONAFARIII)
e 19/20 March with 26 evaders (MGB 503 — Op BONARARYV)
» 23/24 March with 21 evaders (MGB 503 — Op BONAFARY)

Operations from Bonaparte Beach were then suspemadtdl after
the D-Day landings but commenced again on:

*12/13 July with 18 evaders (MGB 503 — Op CROZIER] a
*23/24 July with 6 evaders (MGB 502 — Op CROZIER II)

On 9 August a final operation took place in dayfigo recover
three agents (MGB 718 — Op CROZIER IlII).

The Shelburn Line was only active between Janaac/ August
1944 but in just eight pick-ups it had returned fewer than 141
evaders to the UK. They were mainly USAAF (94) blso included
RCAF and RAF aircrew, SAS teams, French agents atier
civilians. It should also be recorded that, beftire MI9-sponsored
Shelburn Line became operational, earlier pick-oad been run by
SIS/SOE and they made several more, using ‘non-Nb&aches,
between March and July 1944,
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Andorra

Andorra is a tiny
principality, perched in the
eastern Pyrenees some 6,500
feet above sea level, although
its highest peak is at more
than 9,000 feet. At this
altitude the weather can vary
from Drilliant sunshine to
blizzards and travel in winter
can be extremely difficult.
Local guides were essential
but they were not a guarantee
of safety and the lives of
many evaders, and their
guides, were claimed by the
treacherous conditions.

The Pat O’Leary,
Francoise and Marie-Claire
Lines all used Andorran
routes, later being joined by the Dutch-Paris lwiech had originally
run into Switzerland. Toulouse was often used amiial assembly
point prior to an attempt on the mountain passeBeguent venue
being the Hotel de Paris managed by Monsieur and Madame
Montgelard. Both were eventually arrested and deporto
concentration camps in Germany; only Madame Moatgeteturned.
Travelling onwards from Toulouse via Foix or Std@sis, Andorra was
the mid-point of the journey.

On their downhill approach to the city of Andofed a mere 3,300
feet above sea level) evaders might take refudgarm buildings or
small guest-houses, such as thes Escaldeswhile their guides
planned the next stage of their journey into Sp#ifithin the city
itself, there were a number of small hotels, like Hotel Paulef that
were prepared to harbour fugitives.

One of the main evasion organisers in Andorrakragacesc Viadu
who had been recruited in Montpellier by a Britspent known as
‘Mr Miller’. Viadu engaged many guides, such asglom Baldrich, a
young man in his twenties, who helped several heohdefugees to

The high Pyrenees.
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enter Spain.

Nearly all of the Andorran expeditions, some ofickhinvolved
quite large numbers, were led by Spanish guidesyynad them
professional smugglers. The evaders were ofteaqilipped to take
on the high mountain passes, especially in wirltet,to dress more
appropriately would have attracted unwelcome dtiarat the lower
levels. If a guide had a deadline to meet, any negmbf his party
who were unable keep up were sent back down thentaiou or
simply left behind to make their own way. Mountdints were the
only shelter from the hostile weather, with rain the lower slopes
often being an indication of blizzard conditions the high peaks.
Because of their inadequate footwear, by the tilmey treached
Andorra some of the travellers would be sufferimanf frostbite, with
the associated risk of gangrene. The local dodoofessor Trias,
usually treated them himself or arranged for thenb¢ admitted to
hospital.

Once in Spain the first stop tended to be Manrés) on to the
British Consulate in Barcelona and a selection @ikls regarded as
safe-houses where evaders could recuperate. The steg for
frostbite cases might be the British/American htadpin Madrid
before being transferred to the British Embassycethey were fit to
travel all evaders were moved on to Lisbon or Giara

Spain

While neutral Spain was the destination for mdsthe European
escape lines, making a successful crossing of yrenBes was only a
beginning. There was a considerable risk thatufght within 5km of
the border, fugitives would simply be handed baskthe French
authorities and, even when well into Spain, theesewstill pitfalls to
be avoided. Most significantly, Franco’'s fascistvggmment was
content to harbour mangestapoagents who openly ran offices in
Spain. As a result, evaders were still at risk @l detained, either
by German agents or by the Spanish authoritieesf\try the Spanish
meant imprisonment in Lerida, Barcelona, Figuerasagoza, Sort or
elsewhere prior to incarceration in the concergratiamp of Miranda
de Ebro. Prisoners at Miranda lived in deploralgleditions, the camp
being both overcrowded and filthy. Depending upoe $peed with
which the British Consul was able to work, priseneould be held for
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The Spanish prison camp at Miranda de Ebro.

months, but there was a legal loophole that coal@ploited. Under
International Law there was a difference betweerieaader’, who,

once apprehended, had to be interned for the darafithe war, and
an ‘escaper’, who was to be regarded as a free @ace this had
been appreciated, evaders were briefed that, éstad, they should
insist that they had ‘escaped’ from occupied Eur@gedistinct from

having ‘evaded capture’.

It is believed that more than 30,000 Allied troqqassed covertly
through Spain during WW 1, many bound for Northrigé. In one
month alone, 93 evaders reached Gibraltar, wherentin contact for
British fugitives was still Donald Darling (codema ‘Sunday’) who
debriefed/interrogated them on arrival and oftecoaumodated them
in his flat on Main Street.

Although SOE and SIS were already operating inir§pthe
Ambassador, Samuel Hoare, was concerned that armgytcactivities
should not compromise the British Government andnksested that
Spanish neutrality should be respected. Despitestifagn on Anglo-
Spanish diplomatic relations, Darling worked clgs&lth lan Garrow
until the latter's arrest in October 1941. All tbeganisations used
different routes and, for security reasons, emgajiéferent mountain
guides and couriers.

Despite the Ambassador’s strictures, the Britiskipldnatic
Service made a major, often covert, contributionfaasilitating the
safe passage of evaders once they were in Spag Cbhsulate at
Figueras, for instance, was of great help to therskie-based
O’Leary Line until it was effectively put out of than in 1943.
Similarly, the Consulate at Bilbao supported tbemételLine. On
reaching Spain, the evaders were often collected Hiplomatic car
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Sulmona POW camp.

driven by Michael Cresswell or his chauffer AntonBalson.

Fugitives were also moved by train, using documpntsided by the
British Embassy, or ferried between diplomatic tewas and into
Gibraltar hidden in the boot of diplomatic carse§€swell’s residence
La Finca in Madrid was sometimes used to sheltadens.

Italy 1943/44

Prior to the Iltalian surrender in September 19dtes 80,000
POWSs had been incarcerated in Italy. Most, the nigj@f them
British or Commonwealth troops, had been captunedarth Africa.
Escaping and evading in Italy was different fronithavest Europe. It
has been said that it was more difficult to esdap® an Italian POW
camp than a German one and it is certainly tru¢ there were
relatively few successful escapes. There were nd-onganised
escape lines and the Swiss border, the only oretaldffer sanctuary,
was mountainous and in the far north. Most moverhadtto be made
on foot and would almost always involve mountaimne.

It had been anticipated that a German withdrawalld/follow the
signing of the armistice, so POWSs had been insgtdutd remain in
their camps and await the arrival of Allied troopgSontrary to
expectations, however, the Germans stood fast aok over the
administration of what had been lItalian-run POW ganin the initial
confusion many prisoners took the opportunity tcaee, those in the
north heading for Switzerland. Further south, tlamds of escapers
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made for the Allied lines. Especially notable whas officers camp at
Fontanellato where 600 men marched out of the maia, aided by
their Italian guards, just one hour before the Garsnarrived. At the
same time many men escaped from the camp at Sulemahaeaded
south. Those who had stayed put were rounded upandn trains
destined for Germany although some escaped en.rilith little
specific expertise and no kit or equipment, indibescapers were
left to their own devices; most simply headed south

Under a German proclamation, the same rules apjpli¢taly as in
the rest of occupied Europe — men caught assiatiregl troops would
be shot; women were to be sent to concentratiorpsaihose on the
run soon learned that a large prosperous-looking faould probably
be run by a fascist sympathiser, while smaller pridgs were more
likely to be in the hands of peasant farmers —dbetadini Once
contact had been made, tbentadini would often hide, clothe and
feed the fugitives and, if necessary, provide sueldical care as was
available, as did charcoal burners in the woodsrepsayment, some
escapers joined bands of partisans or worked titeftar a time before
moving on. By the end of 1943 the Allied front lihad settled on the
Sangro River, escapers heading south from camferaigliano and
the Tenna Valley near Pescara tending to makehéoless populated,
but mountainous, east coast region..

There was very little organised assistance ingptachelp escapers
in Italy. The one notable exception, the Rome Nekywaas run by an
Irish Priest, Monseigneur Hugh O’Flaherty. Workiogvertly from
within the Vatican, and known as ‘The Scarlet Pimpé&, he found
safe-houses and distributed food and money to essa’Flaherty’s
organisation is credited with having assisted ntbe:n 4,000 allied
escapers. When he was denounced to3bstapohe was obliged to
remain within the bounds of the Vatican, althougls tid not stop his
activities.

Crete & Greece

The German attack on Greece on 6 April 1941 sa@nvwhelmed
both the Greek Army and the British contingent thatl been sent to
assist it; organised resistance was over by theoéilde month. The
Royal Navy evacuated more than 40,000 men butat 4,000 were
left behind. Of those who avoided becoming POWsjescemained in
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Greece to work with the Resistance while othersevehreltered until
they were able to escape. The only way out was da; svhich
involved acquiring caiques, fishing boats or smalal craft that had
been abandoned, in order to sail to Turkey. Otlreangements
involved the Royal Navy picking up evaders from-preanged RVs
on the Greek coast using small vessels, typicadgding craft
operating from a ‘mother ship’.

A month after the withdrawal from Greece, much theme
happened in Crete. When the fighting ceased omé the remaining
troops headed for the south coast where the hadfodibra Sfakion
had been the Royal Navy's main evacuation pointcedagain,
evaders commandeered fishing boats and smalllefafiehind by the
navy. The unlucky ones were rounded up and becadsPwhile
others headed for the mountains to join local Rasce groups.
Despite the risks inherent in harbouring fugitive$serman-occupied
territory, men in hiding were accommodated in tbenbs of the locals
or in caves where they were provided with food,evand clothing
until their escape could be arranged.

From August 1941 onwards, MI9 organised severck-pps using
small craft, submarines, motor boats or armed eaiquperated by the
Royal Navy and the Royal Hellenic Navy. There weréher pick-ups
later on run by the Special Boat Section using Hoats from
submarines. Following the Italian armistice in ®epber 1943, many
of the small craft collecting evaders and escafrera Crete, Greece,
and northern Italy were manned by lItalian crews.

The Far East
Hong Kong. Major Leslie Ride was a doctor and tb#icer

Commanding the Field Ambulance Unit of the Hong #&on
Volunteers. When the colony fell to the Japanese&bristmas Day
1941 Ride was incarcerated in Sham Shui Po POW Camperly a
British Army barracks. Exploiting his local contache arranged for
civilian clothing to be brought into the camp addgssed in this, Ride
and three others simply walked out of the main geist the guards.
Establishing himself in Kwantung, he began to distala network of
reliable contacts throughout Hong Kong, the Newrila@ies and
southern China. This became the British Army Aido@r and on
16 May 1942 Ride was officially appointed as thealarepresentative
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of MI9. Using the organisation that he had creabedyas able both to
assist escapers from the camps and to send foo@samstance into
the camps. His efforts were not confined to Commexaithh personnel
and his organisation rescued at least thirty-e@iwned American
aircrew.

Burma. Anyone travelling through Burma had muchcémtend
with. Apart from the sheer physical exertion invedvin moving
through mountainous rainforests or jungle-coverematn, clothing
rotted in the climate and there was a variety aftitowildlife that had
to be contended with, ranging from snakes to legclamts and
mosquitoes. Furthermore, few white men were traifredungle
survival and thus had little idea of how to obtliod and water.

Once the Japanese had established their authlootyever, there
were very few European-style ‘escapes and evasioms least
because captivity under the Japanese meant thatothbination of
forced labour, minimal rations, disease and briregdtment were so
debilitating that few had the energy necessary tmmh an escape
attempt. As a result, the pattern in Burma waselgrgonfined to the
first half of 1942 and was more in the nature oeandus. A handful
of men took refuge in China but thousands of Brigervicemen, and
several hundred thousand civilian refugees, embladkea 300-mile
trek, mostly on foot, with the aim of reaching ladahead of the
advancing Japanese. It was an arduous journey wapert from the
jungle, could involve crossing major rivers, likbet Irrawaddy,
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Chindwin and Dapha. There were no ‘escape linesuah, indeed no
need for them, although some help was forthcomingnfhill tribes

and native villages. That said, some remarkabl&ainie was shown
by some long-term expatriate traders and tea pniotable among
these were Geoff Bostock and Gyles Mackrell, bdttwbom used
elephants to transport people out of Burma.

Java. Having been evicted from Malaya, Singapok Sumatra,
the retreating Commonwealth forces had nowherddefo once they
reached Java. Those who failed to secure a passagee of the last
troopships to leave became prisoners of the Japasad thereafter
escape was virtually impossible. The exceptionsevtbe handful of
men who avoided immediate capture and made their way to
Australia. The most well-known example is the padiy twelve
airmen, led by Wg Cdr John Jeudwine, who speny{feeiven days in
an open boat before being picked up by a Catalhd, as with
Dunkirk, and Burma, this was more of a retreat thamscape.

Conclusion

At the end of WW 1l the courageous ‘helpers’ thgbaut Europe
were able to stop and reflect. The appalling césheir bravery and
selflessness was now known. Across all the formecupied
territories many helpers had been lost for eachpescor evader who
reached freedom. Those who had not been torturéceaecuted had
endured starvation and disease while in conceotramps. Many of
those who survived this treatment were barely éblealk when they
were eventually liberated. But they held their lehijh! Some kept
their striped pyjama-style uniform and wore it agavith defiant
pride. Many were taken to Sweden or Switzerlandeiover both
physically and mentally; others just wanted to &rgo go home, find
their families and resume their lives.

After the war some of the evaders sought out dile Who had
assisted them in order to thank them, to offer etppprovide
holidays or places to recover in England, Australimerica and New
Zealand. Life-long friendships were forged. But soavaders never
knew who to thank because their helpers had pesfeto remain
anonymous, content that they had done their duty.
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Footnote.

Donald Darling, who had been first in the fieldasastill there at
the end. It was thanks to his initial planning arsglon that the escape
lines had been created and that they subsequeatiyinoed to
facilitate the return of evaders, particularly dednaircrew, and to
provide a conduit for intelligence.

With the aim of rewarding French citizens who laadisted Allied
troops, in the autumn of 1944 Darling was appointedin an Awards
Bureau which he set up in thtotel Palais Royalén Paris. It was no
small task, individuals had to be nominated, madchgainst the men
they had helped and then tracked down and positidentified with
their credentials corroborated. Darling, by now ajon in the
Intelligence Corps, was assisted in his endeavbyra. number of
notable personalities, among them Pat O’Leary, Aedbe Jongh,
Nancy Wake, Lucien Dumais and Francoise Dissard.

Between 1940 and 1949 Donald Darling had devoiedife to
serving his country but it showed little gratitudéollowing the
excitement, intrigues and responsibilities of hiartime service he
became a mere Press Officer in Brazil. On his retarEngland the
Diplomatic and Intelligence Services were seeminghable to find
any further use for him and he ended his daysdiwnobscurity in a
small room above a public house in Trafalgar Squagalied in 1980.
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One of the many problems facing the Allied leakgrsowards the
end of the war was that of Allied POWSs in Axis han&ears were
expressed that, in the case of Germany, if thedTRieich were to
collapse suddenly then the many thousands of AHé&¥s, 125,000
of them British, might be left to starve. There vaso concern that
the Nazis might deliberately target POWSs in a lpatoxysm of
revenge before Allied troops could reach theimilar concerns
were held regarding prisoners in the hands of #madese, with the
added anxiety that the fate of many of those ligtedmissing was
simply unknown because the contacts with the Jaeawia the Red
Cross were far less effective. These were notpafse, idle fears, as
Hitler's reaction to the great escape shows onty diearly. In fact,
following that incident, MI9 passed instructionstte camps that no
more escapes were to be attempted. In the FantBaas known that
conditions were so bad that many Japanese troope literally
starving and that the situation of the POWs waalyilto be such that
many would be in desperate straits.

It soon became clear to the planners that if Geynthd collapse
suddenly the Allied powers would face serious peoid in trying to
feed the civilian population, and the addition cny thousands of
POWSs would be an extra burden they could well dtheut. In
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addition to which, of course, it was thought impnitton the grounds
of humanity to return the men to their loved ongs@on as possible.
Contingency planning for a German collapse theeehimgan as early
as mid-1944 and detailed plans were drawn up by Sbpreme
Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force G4 in midgdst 1944.
Revised instructions from SHAEF were issued in Saptember
1944, under the codename Operation ECLIPSEh 27 September
Air Vice-Marshal T M Williams, Assistant Chief of iA Staff
(Operations), wrote to the CinC Bomber Command rinfog Sir
Arthur Harris that aircraft and crews not requifedoperations or for
other tasks, ‘may be called upon to assist in tl@ntanance or
evacuation of Allied prisoners of warECLIPSE postulated that in
the event of a precipitate collapse in the ensuhgos, including
potentially civil war, the enemy would abandon affort to feed or
care for the POWSs . The outline plan thereforeudet! provision for
air-dropping both supplies and, if necessary, uoftghe airborne
forces to protect the prisoners. Similar plans waickin the Far East,
with the additional problem that the exact whereaboof all the
prisoners was not known and they were more widedytered than in
Germany.

I shall now go on to consider the operations medriiy British
and Commonwealth forces to try to address thesessd shall deal
with the case of Germany first, and then go orheodomewhat more
intractable problems in the Far East.

Operation EXODUS

In Europe SHAEF estimated that there were some700British
Commonwealth and US prisoners in Greater Germamy, ia order
to relieve the strain on the immediate post-waitam} administration,
it was decided to utilize the Allied air transpliget together with
some of the heavy bombers, to return POWSs as quaskipossible to
the UK. A number of planning meetings to discuss details were
held over the winter of 1944-45. HQ Bomber Commassded its first
preliminary instructions regarding these operationsl March 1945
and trials were carried out early that year at #ie Transport
Development Unit to establish the potential caiédsl of heavy
bombers as freight or passenger transport aircsaftilar trials took
place within Bomber Commarnid.Although seemingly a simple
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operation its successful implementation requiredefch study.
According to the Bomber Command Operations RecarakBspecial
loading diagrams had to be produced in order tdocomwith centre
of gravity requirements, and the comfort of the POWany of whom
it was expected would be sick men, had to be censiticarefully®
Sir Arthur Harris himself suggested that blanketashions, and
special carbohydrate rations to ameliorate airrsek, should be
provided’ The loading diagrams specifying exactly where Reiw
should sit within the bomber were prepared andeddater with the
relevant Group Operations InstructionEExperiments were also
conducted with free-dropping food inside sacksr@hgas a shortage
of parachutes) from small bomb containers andtédbnique, whilst
not utilised for POW camps was used during OpanaidNNA, the
operation to relieve starving Dutch civilians.

In the event, although far from ideal, conditiayenerally inside
Germany never degenerated to the extent that thiaselikely to be
serious loss of life amongst the POWSs. Nor did systematic attacks
or serious instances of revenge killings take pkgainst the Allied
POWs in the way that they did for some concentnat@amp prisoners.
Bomber Command only made one supply drop to a P@¥hpe on
the night of 24 April 1945, when an urgent requist medical
supplies was received from SHAEF and twenty packagere
dropped that night by parachute onto a camp at i&walenburg in the
Soviet Zone, previous Russian approval for theiesdraving been
sought and obtained. In addition, leaflet bombsavelropped the same
night on eight camps warning of severe consequefizeghose
responsible if there was any maltreatment or rafgisgainst the
prisoners. The leaflets were issued over the sigestof Churchill,
Roosevelt and Stalin. These operations were moubtedhirty
Mosquitos and four Lancasters of No 8 Grdup.

Evacuation operations had actually started someksvesarlier
when C-47s of the USAAF IX Troop Carrier Commandwfl 172
returning POWSs into RAF Oakley on 3 April. The {otaather
bizarrely, included thirteen brigadiers and oneuZdlwhether the 1X
TCC was as thoughtful as the CinC Bomber Command, the
brigadiers and the Zulu got to sit on cushionsuldmot say! Over the
next two weeks a steady flow of prisoners returttethe UK, often
making two or more flights, as they were stagedaduermany and
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A batch of POWSs awaiting instructions to board IBigys at
Melsbroek.

Austria to Belgium and France, before flying orEtagland. A total of
46,713 prisoners were repatriated from German camp® the end
of hostilities on 8 May 1945. However, as more amare prisoners
were released and moved to the staging areas sby upe Allied
army groups, the pool of men awaiting transport Batssels
Melsbroek and other airfields was judged to be beog excessive,
and on 25 April SHAEF requested that Bomber Comnana#e fifty
aircraft available every day to assist with thé [lithe following day
SHAEF increased the figure required to ninety aiitcf

Accordingly, the next day forty-two aircraft ofGroup took part in
what was now termed Operation EXODUS, flying 99%9sqmers
home, though quite why they couldn’'t manage a nieand thousand
remains a mystery. On 27 April 5 Group were switche dropping
food supplies to the starving Dutch populace in r@pen MANNA,
and the EXODUS tasking devolved onto 1 Group. Feityaircraft
took off but the weather at Brussels was poor amg twenty-two
aircraft completed the operation successfully. Taborted, and the
remainder were recalled after take-off, so that tital number of
prisoners returned dropped to 503. On 28 April sfimg in response
to the disappointing performance on the previoug, dae Group
allocated seventy-six aircraft to the task, butirmgae weather around
Brussels proved problematic, and three aircraftrtadoand thirty-
three were recalled. The forty aircraft which lashdeiccessfully on
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It was a common practlce for alrcraft engaged orCEDUS to
acquire appropriate graffiti, like this Lancastef Mo 463 Sqn.

the Continent brought back 901 prisoners and cernisigl the fact that
1 Group’s entire effort in support of Operation MAN that day was
cancelled because of weather this was a credipasfermance. On 29
and 30 April the starving Dutch took priority aneéBber Command
was able to provide only two aircraft for EXODUY'S.

However, the daily totals flown home rose as Bantbemmand
aircraft became increasingly involved as the pmessi operations
eased and Op MANNA ceased with the German capialand the
final liberation of Holland. The peak effort so fas the bombers were
concerned came on 10 May 1945, when 456 aircrdftasf 1, 3, 5, 6
and 8 Groups were involved in evacuating some B0g@soners
mostly from Brussels/Melsbroek and Juvincourt eids on the
Continent. This was one of three days during theratjon when the
total of repatriated prisoners flown home was iess of 10,000.
EXODUS continued as a regular commitment for Bonfbemmand
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until 1 June 1945. On that day a signal from BomBemmand's
Advanced Headquarters on the Continent indicatedl tine regular
large scale commitment of aircraft was no longgunmed, and that
only small parties would need to be repatriatecaoad hocbasis in
future. In fact the last EXODUS sorties were floam 4 June 1945,
when 49 were returned in four Lancasters of No Gu@t?

Great efforts were made to ensure that the operatent safely
and smoothly. In addition to Sir Arthur Harris’s pnecations about
comfort, the routes and timings were planned tovalthe flights to
take place in good weather without flying in cloadd, as we have
seen, sorties were cancelled rather than takeiskg. ICaptains were
warned that there was to be no divergence fronstiedard loading
plan for twenty-four POWSs laid down in the Bombeond@nand
operational instruction. Great stress was laid lue &s there was
considerable concern that incorrect loading wotfeca the centre of
gravity with potentially disastrous consequencese POWs were
enjoined to stay in their authorised positions miyirthe flight and
most especially during take-offs and landings. Mus reinforced by
a personal signal from Harris to the Group commenade 6 May
warning them that Operation EXODUS would continoedome time
and emphasising that the loads carried were pasetend that the
safety of the prisoners was of prime importance.stéded that he
would support without question any decision the AO@It it
necessary to take in the interests of safety.

Tragically, despite all the precautions, two aiftrcrashed and
forty returning prisoners and aircrew lost theireb. One aircraft, a 3
Group Lancaster of No 514 Sgn crashed on 9 Maytfadubsequent
investigation established that the bodies of tw&@Ws ‘were found
aft of the step in the aircraft and these shouldhawe been there.’ It
was thought that the aircraft would thus have besy ‘tail heavy’
and that the pilot decided to land, and signalled he was making an
emergency landing, but lost control and the aitaredshed. The pilot
had flown successfully some sixty miles and iikslly that a group of
prisoners had simply got up and walked back down filselage,
despite instructions to them not to move about, iarabing so upset
the CofG and the pilot lost control. To add to ttagedy the pilot was
an experienced Bomber Command veteran with the E9®@e other
aircraft was a 38 Group Hudson which attempteetorn to Brussels,
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overshot, and opened up to ‘go
around’ but stalled at 800 feet
and crashed, killing all on board
including six released POWs.

In addition to the
repatriations from North West
Europe undertaken as part of
Operation EXODUS a separate
operation was also mounted to
bring back prisoners from the
Mediterranean. This operation
appears to have been mounted
purely at the instigation of HQ
Mediterranean Allied Air Forces

) .. and largely involved POWs who
A recently liberated Kriegie 54 peen liberated by the

looking well pleased with his hauk;ssians and who had been sent
of looted German miltaria. east and south to be shipped out
of the Soviet Union via the Black Sea port of Odes3n 27 April
MAAF signalled the Air Ministry pointing out thaparoximately 500
prisoners were scheduled to arrive every two wesmks that they
would arrive in Naples where they would sometimagehto wait up

to two weeks for a convoy back to the UK. MAAF pospd flying
them home in Liberators of No 205 Group. After gHfar nudge from
MAAF on 30 April, the Air Ministry responded on 1ay agreeing to
the proposal and laying down the strict criteridemwhich the sorties
were to be flown which largely replicated thoseesatty in place for
Bomber Command and laid particular stress on safetjuding a
stipulation that the crews involved were to fly dagnsorties back to
the airfield in the UK without any passengérs.

A breakdown of the sorties in these operationsatiFable 1°
Bomber Command Lancasters clearly top the tablb witer 74,000
men repatriated. Transport Command returned 580idners, and
the various USAAF transport and bomber units broumgitk 13,601
including some 2,000 men from the Mediterranearaddition to the
146,000 men at Table 1, a further 8,669 sick andnded prisoners of
war were casevaced making a ground total of 155méd. Included
in a bewildering array of nationalities were Amans, Spaniards,
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. : No of
Command/Group Aircraft Sorties POWSs
Bomber Command Lancasters 3,586 74,195
46 Group Dakotas 1,620 46,921
38 Group Stirlings 406 9,458
IX Troop Carrier Command C-47s 314 7,234
VII Air Force B-17s 119 3,011
MAAF B-24s 87 2,153
38 Group Halifaxes 108 1,633
IX Troop Carrier Command C-46s 31 1,208
Misc Misc 51 627
Total 6,322 146,435%
* The figures were obtained by SHAEF from a variefysources and although the
overall figures is believed to be accurate thevidldial figures by aircraft type arg
only approximate.

Table 1. Breakdown of sorties flown in recoverif@\Ws from the
Mediterranean Theatre.

Moroccans, Egyptians, Icelanders, Palestiniansahsdand men from
every part of the West Indies, the Dominions ane thations of
Europe and North America. In addition, this was agiurely one-way
exercise. Between 12 and 26 May, No 3 Group squadeagaged in
Operation EXODUS flew 1,876 Belgian refugees in thgposite
direction home to Belgiur.

Although the POWs departed from a number of adit$ien Europe
the two principal airheads used were Brussels Meédb(B58) and
Juvincourt (A68). The small Bomber Command detactins the
latter airfield had originally been formed to hamdhe relatively
limited numbers of Bomber Command aircraft makimgeegency
landings after being damaged in raids over Germ&stween 30
April and 4 June the unit handled 1,699 aircraftl dhe onward
movement of 41,789 POWS.

At the other end of the operation the vast majooit the POWSs
were landed at airfields in the south of EnglanithBunsfold taking
pride of place with 41,129 men passing throughitteeir way to the
reception camps. As they deplaned the POWSs werallysaken to
one of the hangars where they were served witlatelasnacks with
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the station WAAFs playing host, reputedly havingnigeselected for
their physical attributes. It had originally beartended to sort the
POWs by service, nationality, etc at the holdinggaron the continent
and then fly them to an airfield close to the appiaie reception
centre. This system never really proved practiodl ia the event the
reception airfields were often unaware of who wagviag until the
aircraft doors were opened. It says much for treilfility and
administrative abilities of the personnel concertiet the men were
categorised, fed and despatched to the appromtéstination with a
minimum of confusion and delay. In fact 98.8% afivals were sent
on to the reception centres on the same day with D917 men
needing to be accommodated at airfields overriigfihat said, and
creditable as the achievement was, as we shalthsgeesometimes
created different problems a little further dowa tiain.

Which is an appropriate juncture at which to cdesithe system
which was established to move the returned POWsoom the arrival
airfield. In the case of the RAF the designated amdwmovement was
to No 106 Personnel Reception Centre (PRC) at RA&fdzd which
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was formed on 7 March 1945 specifically to handkereturning RAF
prisoners® Accordingly it had originally been intended thaAR
POWs would be flown into the airfields at Seighf@add Wheaton
Aston. In the event, as we have seen, in the ntyjoficases this did
not happen and instead the prisoners were mosdtiyedsd to airfields
in the home counties some distance from Cosfor@s&hwho flew
into the two nearby stations were quickly movedidoyy to No 106
PRC, and thus came in at any time from lunchtiméate evening.
However, those arriving in the south were moved tkain and
inevitably they arrived much later in the day, aagrly always in the
small hours of the mornirfd.This was the downside of the apparently
laudable achievement of moving everyone rapidlyrom the arrival
airfields.

Furthermore, the trainloads usually arrived atf@asone to four
hours later than predicted — clearly operating tocinthe same
standards of punctuality as today! This meant thatreception staff
spent hours pacing the hangars waiting. In the svarfdthe No 106
PRC report, ‘it never seemed worthwhile going baok bed'.
Gradually, however, this accumulated lack of sldeilt up and
eventually it was found better to wait until thestlanoment before
calling the reception staff from their beds to minst arrivals. It was
also a case of all hands to the pump and the St&iwnmander and
other senior officers were to be seen sitting blewin the wee small
hours performing the duties more normally assodiatgh a WAAF
Clerk GD. Similar problems of fatigue affected ttetering staff in
the later stages of the operation and here tocaaks from AC2 to
officers were drafted in to assist in the cookhsuaé odd times,
particularly fetching and carrying food to the prigrs®*

Not all those arriving were quite what was expecemong those
processed by No 106 PRC, theoretically remember RAd-'s
receiving centre, were members of the Canadian ARayjestinians,
Poles, Dutch, Czechs, the mysterious but apparebityuitous Zulus,
Frenchmen many of whom spoke no English (or perhaping
French, merely pretended), not to mention Malt@seprinkling of
Cypriots and Hindus. When three Indian Hindus adiat Cosford at
0530 one morning they had no documents, spoke mtisBn knew
not from whence they came nor their intended dastin, and were
shivering, miserable and bewildered. But the Rofal Force is
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nothing if not resourceful andler Ardua Ad Astraa senior officer
was persuaded to dredge his memory banks for thedteming of
Hindustani he had learnt as a flight lieutenantnidia. As the meal
that morning was steak, arrangements were also toagiee them a
more religiously appropriate medl.

After undergoing basic administrative processimgaorival, the
POWs underwent a two-phase process. In phase beg, were
divided into groups of twenty-five men. They werévem the
opportunity to send a free telegram to their famitiven an
immediate advance of pay — £2 for airmen and £t@fficers. After
undergoing disinfestation, they were fed a hot neeal sent to bed.
On arrival at their designated hut they were metbyedical officer
and nursing orderly. On their bed, which they weo¢ permitted to
touch, was a kit bag which contained fresh hospltathes which they
emptied on to their bed. They stripped and pladetha clothes they
wished to keep in the kitbag; any clothing theyheis to discard was
placed in bins in the centre of their hut. The &gb were labelled and
collected and sent for fumigation and returnedniéve day. Each man
was then given a brief Free From Infection (FFlxmination and, if
he was free of infestation or infection, he hachaveer and went to
bed. On rising the next day he donned the frespitadlothes. An
assessment was also made as to whether any arreglgred
immediate hospitalisation. Phase two, usually laitinvariably, the
next day, consisted of completing a medical forroteed by a
thorough and detailed medical examination. If theye passed fit by
the doctors they were then issued with fresh cithdurther advance
of pay and travel warrants, and sent on 28 dayeféa

The very first trainload of prisoners arrived aistord at 0340 hrs
on 10 April. The station had not expected themaioother 48 hours
and only discovered they were on their way becafsa chance
conversation just after midnight between Cosfoadf &tnd a porter at
Cosford railway station. The staff were rapidly snomed from their
beds, the cookhouse opened and food prepared. 8dmatth officer
at RAF Wing told Cosford that the prisoners wereggood physical
condition. In fact 75% of them were suffering frallarrhoea and had
arrived after a two and half hour train journey artrain without
corridors or toilets. They appeared dirty and eskedi and many had
to be helped to their seats in the hangar. It @odut twenty minutes
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to process them and they then proceeded to thehoask where they
were given a breakfast of milk, cereals, fried edugcon, kidneys,
bread and butter, jam and apples. Most could matHitheir meal but
the psychological impact of good and plentiful foeds considerable.
Many of this first intake had been on one of theglanarches across
Germany with little or no proper food and harsh ditans. Many
were emaciated and suffering to varying degrees froalnutrition
and the medical staff later compared their appearavith prisoners
from Belsen. It was decided not to wake them ulatié the next
morning and then examine them in their beds. Toeidition gave
the medical staff grave cause for concern as thexg wnderstandably
shocked and fearful that this batch of prisonepsasented the norm
for the many thousands to follow. In fact they mdvto be
exceptional, presumably the despatch staff on tbetiment had
singled out the men in the poorest physical comditor rapid transfer
to the UK, though quite why the despatch officeiéihg had given
such misleading information remains a mystéry.

Later drafts generally proved to be in much bettendition,
although the unaccustomed richness and plenty eoffdbd induced
diarrhoea or dyspepsia in practically every manceOthey were
bedded down, therefore, the Medical Officer wenane the hut
offering treatment for either or both conditionsedAuse most were
found to be free from infestation and infectiont meast because
delousing had been carried out first on the continghe FFI
inspection before sleep was later abandoned as ranecassary
irritant?® Great stress was laid on treating the returned P@ith the
utmost consideration and providing them with goadldy hot meals,
clean bedding and fresh clothes and reducing thealbaracy and bull
to the absolute minimuf.

Generally speaking, and despite the inevitableups along the
way, Operation EXODUS was judged a great succeth, @eneral
Eisenhower signalling his personal thanks to Sithér Harris at
Bomber Command for the efficient way in which theemation had
been conducted. There were, inevitably, some pnohléNe have
already seen that the laudable aim of moving peogbidly off the
airfields in the UK meant in practice that theyiad at reception
camps such as Cosford in the wee small hours. @bséems to have
been a relatively well run and, perhaps more ingily, consciously
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the repatriation of POWSs from Italy in May 1945,ings Bari and
Pomigliano as the main airheads. This consignmeas$ wrought
home courtesy of a Lancaster of No 101 Sgn.

humane, camp. The staff of No 106 PRC, from thetidta
Commander downwards, pitched in to help and to midke as

comfortable as possible for the returnees as edifbgethe fact that
they turned out at 0340 hrs to cook food for thetfarrivals. There
was, inevitably, some form filling, but much of was directed at
establishing any health problems. It is clear #taCosford the staff,
harassed and fatigued though they undoubtedly werdgrstood the
importance of presenting a smiling human face rattten a

bureaucratic one. Some Army reception centres, hemeappear to
have taken a different attitude, with prisonersuiesgl to fall in for

parades and being told on arrival that they hadedighe appointed
mealtime.

The chaos on the continent of Europe, with litgraillions of
people on the move, also seems to have had an tingrache
organisation at the airheads there. Inevitaddly hocin nature, the
system, if such it can be called, contained a |langasure of the old
military adage ‘hurry up and wait’. On arrival dtet airheads many
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troops were simply left to wait in long queues Lati aircraft turned
up. Perhaps unsurprisingly no one seemed to knognvithe aircraft
would arrive, and sometimes they did not, whichtefrustration and
anger. With such an informal system it seems thatd at camps
furthest from the airheads took the longest toldamne.

Operation BIRDCAGE-MASTIFF

The problems involved in mounting Operation EXODpt8e into
insignificance, however, in comparison to thoséni@the planners in
the Far East. Here the distances were vast withsimated 70,000
POWSs in an estimated 227 camps spread across ¢fien ré&om
Malaya and Singapore to French Indo-China, JavaSaundatra, an
area of some one and half million square nfifa&hereas the location
of most of the German camps had been known, byrasiness was
known about the Japanese camps which included lamgebers of
European internees, as in the famdwnko TV series, as well as
military camps. The POWSs and internees were colielgt referred to
by the acronyms APWI — Allied Prisoners of War dnternees, or
RAPWI which merely added ‘Returned’ to the acronyauarthermore,
planning prior to the dropping of the atomic weapamn Japan in
August 1945 had assumed that military progres$enttheatre would
be relatively pedestrian and that there would netab precipitate
collapse, and thus the release of the APWI woutttged at a similar
pace. The planners were therefore compelled toadwge to a far
greater degree than those in Europe who, as we dere had many
months to prepare. In addition the medical problefasing the
RAPWIs were expected to be even more severe thasetm the
European theatre. Given the scale of the probletntlae urgency of
the situation it was only air power which could yide the necessary
speed and reach to ensure the swift implementafiamy relief plan.
There was the added factor of the impact of trdpiezather just to
add that extra element of spice to the plannelfetions.

A large scale relief operation was planned wiih ithajor RAPWI
control organisation located at Kandy in Ceylonhwattri-service co-
ordinating committee, and subsidiary RAPW!I contrafs India,
Burma, Java, Sumatra, French Indo-China and Malaya, sub-
controls below these. The situation was furtherarated by the fact
that, unlike in Europe, the RAPWI were not all lgereturned over
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relatively short distances to one country. Instehd, distances were
vast and large numbers of the RAPWIs were headedntiia and

Australia as well as other nations within and alésihe region. In
addition the Indian RAPWI were sub-divided into skowho had
remained loyal to the Allied cause and those whd bwitched

allegiance and joined the Indian National Army un@beandra Bhose
to fight under the Japanese. As well as the inteseeurity problem

posed by the latter from a counter-intelligencenpaif view, there

was in addition little love lost between the tweraknts of the Indian
prisoner population which further highlighted theeed for

segregatiofi?

The problems involved in mounting Operation MASH Wwere not
limited to the weather and the enormous distances geographic
spread of the operation; there were also significaolitical
difficulties. In Indo-China nationalists, includirayyoung communist
by the name of Ho Chi Minh, were intent on prevegtihe return of
the French colonial administration, and Indonesiationalists had a
similar aim in the Dutch colonies especially Ja&&matish forces found
themselves reluctantly but inevitably drawn integé conflicts and at
times, bizarrely, resorted to using Japanese tréofselp maintain
order.

The expectation at first was that it would be faesto evacuate
the RAPWI by air, once they had been rehabilitatéalvever, it was
later considered that their physical conditionealito the limitations
of the transit camps on the new air trunk routesdeandhis
impracticable. In the end, therefore, the air eaion was principally
limited to: moving prisoners from French Indo-Chiaad Siam to
Rangoon; evacuation of limited numbers of Austraiafrom
Singapore to Australia in Australian aircraft; attd evacuation of
limited numbers from Singapore and Rangoon, toan@eylon and
the United Kingdom. The latter were principally eng medical or
compassionate cases and APWI who were discharged Hiospitals
in India and Ceylor°

The POW relief operations were in fact dividecbimivo distinct
operations. The first, Operation BIRDCAGE, was gesd to:

1. spread the news of the Japanese surrender,
2. warn the internees and POWSs of their impendingditien,
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3. drop medical teams, medical supplies and W/T opesaio
establish contact with the APWIs,

4. air drop or airland food, clothing and other essgisupplies to
relieve the privation in the camps,

5. and lastly to mount an air evacuation similar to EXODUS,
but across much greater distances.

As soon as the Japanese surrender was confirnafldtdewere
prepared aimed at:

1. Japanese camp guards,

2. Japanese forces in general,
3. the prisoners themselves and
4. the local populations.

The task was made no easier by the many diffdarguages
across the region and the fact that only two priptpresses were
available with Japanese typeface and they werdddda Colombo
and Calcuttd?

Operation BIRDCAGE was launched by Air CommandtBdtast
Asia (ACSEA) on 28 August and was completed in fdays. Aircraft
operating from bases in Burma, Ceylon, the Codasidis and Bengal
made leaflet drops at 236 locations and 90 knownpsain Burma,
Siam, French Indo-China, Malaya and Sumtraleteorological
conditions were indifferent and many sorties weffecéed by poor
weather and had to be repeated a number of tinfesebthey were
successful. The sorties in Burma were flown by PHitinderbolts
which dropped more than a million leaflets, thosent the Cocos
Islands, Bengal and Ceylon by Liberators. Some hef ltiberator
sorties were very long, the equivalent to Transétidlights. In all 31
Liberator sorties and 27 Thunderbolt sorties weresssfuf?

The second phase of the operation was designbdng in relief
supplies and move APWI to concentration areas whiee@ needs
could be better met and they could be assembledpeshred for
onward move by ship. This phase, Operation MASTE&mmenced
on 28 August and involved principally eleven Lilderasquadrons
supported by five Dakota squadrons and four Suadérkquadrons
and an assortment of other aircraft including Qadal Lysanders, a
York and a few Halifaxes. Three Liberator squadramsBengal
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covered Siam and Indo-China, while the squadronghen Cocos
Islands and Ceylon covered Malaya, Java and SumniBiiex Dakota
squadrons of 232 Group were principally engageadriiiting supplies
into Siam, and by 5 September they had flown so®@ forties
bringing in an estimated 400 tons of supplies avaceated 4,422
RAPWIs* Meanwhile the Burma Thunderbolts conducted visual
recces which confirmed that a number of camps atbeginfamous
death railway were empty of prisoners.

Ninety-five support personnel were safely paraetiuinto the
camps without mishap, including sixty-five doctoasid medical
orderlies. At dawn on the first day of MASTIFF ekrator dropped a
medical team on Changi airfield in Singapore, disavhich involved
a round trip of 3,400 miles. Not all sorties endegpily, however,
with one Thunderbolt crashing in flames in Burmailstha Liberator
engaged on low-level supply dropping in Java mig@ea turn and
spun in killing all nine crew. Two thirds of thernps were supplied
by the squadrons on the Cocos Islands but the isgpgtopped by
these units had to be flown from Ceylon utilisingdrators of the Far
East Special Duties squadrons and maritime Sumdkrsguadrons.
RAAF Liberator squadrons operating from Northernstkalia also
made drops to Java and Sumatra before flying dnet€Cocos Islands,
reloading and making another drop on the returp to their
Australian bases.

By mid-September RAPWI staffs were establishedMalaya,
Singapore, Bangkok, Saigon, Hong Kong and Batawid she
situation gradually became cleaférAt Singapore SEAC had
estimated they would find some 16,000 APWI butfthal figure was
37,081%* Of these 80% were infected with malaria, 476 were
dangerously ill, 432 required local hospital treatin prior to
evacuation and 7,390 were fit for hospital shipcesaion only. The
facilities and British forces immediately availakdad the size and
accessibility of the island meant the situatiosingapore was rapidly
and effectively ameliorated. Elsewhere the pictusas more
problematic. In the Malayan peninsula the poor comigations
meant that the situation was more confused, withescamps difficult
to locate and others found to be empty. Altogethevas estimated
that some 5,256 APWI remained in camps outside &poig itself,
mostly of Indian and Chinese ethnicity (it shoulllemembered that
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Malaya had a considerable ethnic Chinese populapdor to
December 1941). In Siam the situation varied fromaao area but
was generally worse than in Singapore. At SingaassP where the
POWSs had been building a road, 261 had died sirggril and of the
760 survivors 200 were not expected to live, 40%ewmt fit enough
to be moved and 25% were walking cases. Unsurgtisiperhaps,
prisoners within the country who were under Sianwsdrol were in
far better condition than those who had been utiterJapanese. In
French Indo-China the death rate had been low hadconditions,
including food supplies, were reported to be good.

Despite the initial difficulties, including the w@@tion of some of
the teams by nationalist forces in Indo-China, fraenps were located
in the Saigon area housing some 9,000 prisonersr Etberator
sorties were flown in from Bengal carrying supplies food and
clothing and three others were sent to Phnom Peimee more camps
further north around Hanoi and one at Mytho hachlmmtacted. The
occupation of Saigon by British troops also ledataonsiderable
improvement in the local situation. It took time &stablish the
situation on Sumatra and reports from Java wenetgeand there was
conflict between Japanese reports of the situatdmnch stated that
medical attention was being given to the sick drad there were no
urgent requirements, and the reports of the RARgharte teams who
signalled that all was far from wel.

Table 2 illustrates the progress of Operation MASTIn its first
three weeks in terms of sorties which were sucaessfaborted and
aircraft missing?® From this table it is immediately apparent that th
commitment to Siam and French Indo-China remainedtively
constant over the first weeks, whilst that to Malasyarted high and
declined as time went on and Allied forces landsatd in strength,
and Sumatra remained a heavy commitment throughdava,
however, was clearly poorly served receiving noiaithe first week
and precious little in the second, before an intensffort took place
in the third week of the operation.

Java was in fact an unwelcome additional commitntenthe
operation at a late stage. The island was tramsfeitrom General
MacArthur's command to become a SEAC responsibditly on 15
August, very late in the day, when much of the piag for the relief
operation had already been set in train. In additwehereas military
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the drops on their way back
to Australia.

Forty Australian Dakotas were also deployed tddtey airfield in
Singapore to move supplies to Sumatra and evacfagtralian
POWs from Siam. However, when the Australians fldir first
sorties to Sumatra they were so horrified by th#upicondition of
some of the British and other nationalities’ siokciomparison to the
relatively fit Australians in Bangkok that they texsted permission to
evacuate these urgent cases in preference toféileiv countrymen.
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Prisoners held by the Japanese were in poor phiysaadition,
undernourished and emaciated when released.

This noble gesture undoubtedly saved many liveshasAPWI on
Sumatra and Java were dying at the rate of fivaet@n per day. It did
not, however, find favour with the Australian Aio&d, who sent ‘a
series of niggardly messages’ the gist of whichenerthe effect that
the RAAF crews were motivated more by the desirextend their
time in Singapore than any humanitarian impulsee AOCinC, Sir
Keith Park, was prevailed upon to send a signiétbourne full of
effusive praise and thanks for the efforts of th®AR airmen which
appeared to have the desired efféttith the help of the Australians
and utilising both air and sealift the number ofPon Sumatra was
reduced by 90% in just a week, from over 19,00QL,@00 by 23
SeptemberThe RAAF Dakotas are credited with evacuating 3,730
Australian and 185 British RAPWI from Siam, and 4K&stralians
and 1,115 British, as well as 1,063 other natigrfaten Java, a total
of 6,568 soul$’

In fact with the increasing effectiveness of OfieraMASTIFF in
Sumatra it was Java which was the major problemttier RAPWI
organisation, partly because of the difficultiedlioed above, and
partly because of the conditions on the Islandfit3&e Operation in
Java was given a separate codename, SALEX-MASTEFE, the
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adventures of one of the principal RAF RAPWI teamsler Wing
Commander T S Tull, which was dropped into Javaiith-September,
are worth recounting. Their Liberator suffered angiee fire on its
way from China Bay to the Cocos Islands and thel/tbgettison the
bomb bay fuel tank and most of the stores includiegyr VHF radios,
and only just made the Islands. After waiting foiays for an engine
change they were flown to Java on 18 Septembedeopmped at 0800
hrs on a disused light airstrip. Tull made conteith the Japanese and
the local Red Cross and soon found that the sitwatvas highly
politicised and fraught with difficulty. He neveelless established an
impressive organisation utilising not only his exgs British
resources, but also incorporating into his ‘statpanese, Dutch and
Malayan sections with translators and interpretéte. monitored
broadcasts in French, English and Indonesian aadetlyave him
invaluable insights into the local political sititat and enabled him to
anticipate the likely turn of everitsTull realised that the key to the
situation was the remaining Japanese troops whee vilee only
disciplined and armed force available to him in thee of what was
effectively an increasingly hostile and potentialbtoody local
insurgency which might overwhelm all the Europe&wsg in the
local camps. Faced with the locals’ increasing iliysnd pressure
some of the Japanese sided with the Indonesiapnadists, whilst
others remained ‘loyal’ to their surrender termshe Allies. One of
the latter was Major Katohthe liaison officer to Tull appointed by
the Japanese CinC, General Nakamura. Tull had damettom being
beaten by an Indonesian mob and had retrieved miforon and
sword, both of considerable importance to the dygof a Japanese
officer. Katoh thereafter agreed to co-operate Withl even when
General Nakamura had ordered his troops to surrghé@ arms to
the Indonesians.

In the first two weeks of October in central Javagere there were
some 10,000 mostly civilian APWIs in a number opamte camps,
the situation degenerated into near anarchy wikreeral uprising of

! This officer's name is more commonly renderedao, but Katoh has

been retained here to reflect Tull's account. lenidlly, such was the
assistance rendered to the British by his Japatres@s that Kido was
reportedly cited for a DSGd
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the Indonesian population who were hostile to aog-imdonesians
who they perceived to be inimical to their natiéstabim, but who
were themselves divided between militant and mddefactions.
Large numbers of Dutch, Eurasian, Ambonese andethday non-
Indonesians were rounded up and incarcerated, alithgnany of the
Japanese troops who had surrendered their arnfearrders of their
General. There was widespread looting of the foad anedical
supplies which had been stored in the camps, ardti€les and other
material, and Wg Cdr Tull was forced to signal RARMhtrol to halt
supply flights into Java since they were in effdetding the
insurgency. He strove to appear neutral politicathjlst maintaining
the condition of the APWIs as best he could, anchégotiated with
moderate Indonesian leaders to good effect, evemagnag in the
midst of the chaos to evacuate a certain numb&Pd¥I on several
occasions to supposedly more secure parts of kwedisvhere there
were allied troops. Things reached a head on abb@ctober when a
Japanese interpreter phoned Tull and woke him eartile morning
to inform him that the staff of the RAPWI in midvdaalong with Red
Cross personnel and all Europeans and Eurasiasgleuhe camps
had been arrested. At this point Tull persuadedoMKijatoh to co-
operate with him. Katoh and other Japanese offidelg refused to
surrender their arms, despite General Nakamura'srey and fighting
broke out in several places. This distracted tluomesians from the
camps, which according to Tull may indeed have heenJapanese
intention. By 19 October a small force of Ghurkasl larrived in the
town of Semarang and, after a brief ‘blue on grdsattle with the
Japanese before both sides realised who was whaajpanese now
turned defence into offence and began an attackngtgahe
Indonesians. When the Japanese took the jail itotke, where many
of their disarmed troops had been incarcerated, tligcovered that
the Indonesians had committed atrocities and slaogth and
mutilated over one hundred of their compatriotghwhany corpses
hanging from roofs and windows, and at this poimt incensed
Japanese swept through the town and beyond, kélmgne in their
path suspected of bearing arms. The Indonesiafsradfover 2,000
casualties. Of this confused, not to say horr#ityjation, Wg Cdr Tull
later reported:
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‘In the course of their fighting the Japanese, Vidught with
incredible gallantry despite losses which with masiops
would have been prohibitive, in all cases protectoe
internment camps from molestation and released rause
Dutch and Eurasian captives from the jail. Thereewno
casualties of any description in the camps.’

The number of troops available to Tull even afthis was
inadequate, often amounting to just a couple dbplas, which given
his responsibility for thousands of refugees couidly be utilised in
his words as ‘a diplomatic force’. Essentially Tutllised sections of
troops visibly to back him up whenever he was eada@q his
frequent delicate negotiations regarding releasimgstages, or
arranging evacuations or food supplies. His blgffim such situations
frequently worked. Nevertheless, and despite thévahrof more
troops from the Gurhka battalion, the situation aamad confused and
dangerous for several weeks, with the Indonesidedisy and on
occasions attacking RAPWI camps and the remairapgrdese. Both,
the British Commonwealth and occasionally the Japariroops were
involved in heavy fighting with the nationalists.ull moved to
concentrate many of the inmates of the camps tasanere he felt
them to be safer, though safer in this context islative term, and
there was at least one small-scale massacre of wame children in
one camp which he was powerless to prevent. Eviéntaarelief
column reached central Java on 1 December andwasl able to
evacuate nearly 10,000 RAPWI from the camps.

There is no doubt that Wg Cdr Tull and his tearhicl included
two flight lieutenants and an RAF corporal signaljgerformed truly
remarkable feats in preserving the lives of so marsuch a markedly
hostile and dangerous environment over a periotivof and a half
months. The corporal and the junior officers asslinesponsibilities
far beyond their rank, constantly negotiating wibktremist and
moderate nationalist forces and with the Japafdseimpressive Cpl
Frankish effectively found himself in command of arfield and the
Japanese units on it for extended periods. Wg Gdlr ifi his final
report refers to twenty-one RAPWI being killed Lutis unclear
whether this refers only to the last two weeksher whole period. If
the latter it is truly remarkable and even if cdseis were higher there
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is little doubt that a small team of RAF officemsdaa junior NCO
backed up occasionally by relatively small numbefSBritish and
Japanese troops, prevented the wholesale massagoetemtially
many hundreds if not thousands of individuals. Sufichievements
are even more remarkable when it is remembered dhdhg this
period the situation elsewhere in Java, and iniquéar in the port of
Sourabaya where British Indian troops had landedome strength,
had degenerated into all-out warfare with the ustawks, artillery,
naval gunfire support and aircraft, with attendapaivy casualties.
Many Dutch, Eurasian, Chinese and other natioralitihere and
elsewhere in Java fell victim to widespread tortamel murder. Many
British Commonwealth and Dutch servicemen were &ided when
unable to defend themselves, including Brigadier |labg,
commanding the 49 Infantry Brigade, who was shot dead while
trying to negotiate a trucé.

The account of Wg Cdr Tull's No 5 RAPWI team up rtad-
December has taken us ahead of ourselves, and dindes
complexities of the operations in Java meant tHdtESX-MASTIFF
effectively became an entirely separate operatiom fthe original
BIRDCAGE-MASTIFF operations elsewhere, which oféity drew
to a close in mid-October. The main MASTIFF conmbHQ SEAC
at Kandy closed on 19 September and the contr@ugtreme HQ
closed on 29 September as did the sub-control Ein@w. The sub-
controls at Calcutta and Singapore continued t@tian under HQ
Allied Land Forces with the latter closing on 8 Qm#r, and on 15
October Operation MASTIFF was declared officialy have ended,
with only a small maintenance commitment contintfthg

We shall return briefly to Java a little later lmo¢anwhile it will be
useful to attempt a summary of Operation BIRDCAGEASTIFF
elsewhere in south east Asia. This is not easyghew for the simple
reason that a bewildering miscellany of aircraftd asquadrons
participated, and many of them were not formallgigrsed to the
MASTIFF operation and did not conduct their openagi under the
auspices of ACSEA. Nevertheless, we can attempteseort of
summary, although the figures that follow should tpeated as
indicative rather than definitive.

The Liberator squadrons deployed on MASTIFF fletotal of 408
successful sorties between 28 August and 10 Octils, of which
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62 were flown by
the RAAF squad-
rons. The Dakotas
and Lysanders of the
Special Duties squ-
§ adrons flew 140-150
- successful sorties in
the same period.
These totals do not,
however, exactly
tally with those
- eeesss=__. given in  other
Relief supplies being unloaded from a Ceylomeports  on  the
based Dutch Liberator VI of No 321 Sqgn at operation. Added to
Kemajoran (Batavia). this total there were
the transport
Halifaxes of 221 Group, the Dakota squadrons of G8aup, and the
Sunderlands and Catalinas from RAF, Dutch and RAfEadrons,
together with the RAAF Dakotas mentioned aboves,lthowever,
impossible, even where the records exist, to disgh normal supply
sorties from MASTIFF sorties and indeed in many svagcause of
the political situation the two were, as the AHBrradve puts it,
‘indissolubly fused’. Some 1,023 tons of suppliesrevdelivered to
Malaya, Sumatra, Java and Siam, but figures areawuatlable for
French Indo-China. The bulk of this tonnage was enad of food,
clothing, Red Cross supplies and medical st&res.

The majority of air movements of RAPWI took therrfo of
moving them from camps to concentration areas fiovasd shipment
by air or sea. The main concentration areas wersgdtm and
Singapore. A total of 19,543 RAPWI were flown inRangoon,
mainly from Siam and French Indo-China. MovementsSingapore
were mostly by surface transport. By 30 SeptemBédbkome 53,747
RAPWI had been moved out of SEAC, of whom 2,216ewmoved
by air. Movements on this scale in the aircrafitleé era were not
without cost. Sadly, up to 4 October, twelve aiftcemnd 59 aircrew
were lost along with 64 RAPWI, about 0.3% of thoaeried®

Mid-October may have been the official cut-offel&dr Operation
MASTIFF but as we have already seen the situatrodava had
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deteriorated with the Indonesian uprising and SALEAXSTIFF
continued. Most of the burden of supporting therapen in Java fell
to the Dakotas of 31 Squadron based at Kallangekir&t Singapore,
along with Dutch Dakotas, Catalinas and Mitchelied Japanese
Hickory aircraft. Be-cause their operations included esrto more
than one destination and efforts to support anglgupritish forces
on Java, as well as the commitment under Op SALEXSWIFF, it is
difficult to disentangle the one from the other.wéwer, in the last
fortnight of October they flew 248 sorties and iatrl77-5 short tons
of supplies for RAPWI and the RAF and transportgib4 passengers
into and out of Java, Sumatra, Borneo and Malayae Dutch
Mitchells and Dakotas flew 123 sorties and card@® passengers
and 43-1 short tons of supplies. The JapaRHederysworked for the
Dutch and carried 19-6 short tons and 503 passengéne course of
226 sorties. The Dutch Catalinas flew 63 sortied aarried 441
passengers. Probably the greater proportion ofofaé of 240-2 short
tons of freight went to Java and a proportion & fplassengers were
RAPWI or military personnel being carried to sugf@APWI.*®

In November when the situation had degenerated aik-out
warfare the Dakotas of No 31 Sqn, supported atstibyethose of No
215 Sqgn, continued to operate, moving suppliesdat@, dropping or
flying in supplies to the isolated Gurkha/RAF erelan the centre of
the islands, and evacuating RAPWI whenever possibiidl based
largely in Singapore its support for Java in Novengmounted f&:

Total Sorties 375
Abortive Sorties 5
Tons air-dropped 152-25
Tons air-lifted 307-25
Tons extracted 24-3
Troops flown in 1,128
Ex-POWs flown out 67
RAPWI civilians flown out 2,635
Misc personnel flown out 422
Casevac (stretcher) 187
Casevac (sitting) 317

Without the troops and supplies flown or dropp®d the area it is
certain that Wg Cdr Tull would have been unableststain his
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position in central Java, tenuous as it was. Theadmn's efforts
continued in December, despite worsening Monsoonditions.
Detachments of the squadron were now based at Keamapn Java.
The overall effort of No 31 Sqgn from its first hunit@rian flight on
24 September to the end of the year was crucitiigésuccess of the
effort on Java. Again it is not possible to entiredolate the effort
devoted to Java but the bulk of effort would haeerb flown to or
from the island. In all it flew 1,326 successfuttss, carrying 4,788
passengers inbound, and 10,817 RAPWI (includin§9 &x-POWSs)
and 1,323 casualties outbound, along with 2,50®roffassengers.
Some 2,312 short tons of supplies were airliftechma 175-3 short
tons air droppetf

In the event operations to secure Java and evadRaPPWI
continued until November 1946. In all, between Sajiter 1945 and
July 1946, some 86,000 souls were evacuated fromalad the RAF
flew out some 60,000 of these and carried in o\@0@ tons of
freight®® This was a monumental effort by any standards,when
allied to the horrendous politico-military diffidi¢s that members of
the RAPWI control staff such as Wg Cdr Tull facedkiall the more
remarkable. It represents one of the greatest hitzngm
achievements in which members of the Royal Air Eand the other
services have ever been involved.

There is little doubt that without Operations MASBF and
SALEX-MASTIFF many of the ex-POWSs would have diezhd
indeed, sadly, deaths among prisoners weakened dweres
malnutrition and disease continued even afteribiezdtion despite the
best efforts of the medical teams. It is only rightpoint out that the
Royal Navy alongside the Army also played a sigatft role in
MASTIFF. In fact ‘mercy’ ships were sent to someas ahead of
British Commonwealth forces and the supplies weseiduted under
the guardianship of the Japanese. Neverthelessitia urgent need
to provide relief could only be met by the use wfpower. In Java,
and to a much lesser extent Sumatra, the courageffarss of the
RAPWI teams undoubtedly prevented horrendous messaof
civilians on a scale which was to become all tomifiar in the
Balkans and Africa later in the 20th Century. Thes&s large scale
loss of life but nothing compared to what might éaken place
without the intervention of British Commonwealthides.
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In comparing Operations EXODUS and MASTIFF thdidifities
of the latter loom large when compared with theatretly
straightforward nature of the former. Although thealth of the ex-
prisoners of the Germans left much to be desined,seame men were
undoubtedly malnourished, they were positively tgal in
comparison to the Far East prisoners, amongst wilsavere
malnutrition, combined with malaria, beri beri aadhost of other
health problems, were endemic. In addition, in MAST the
operation had to be mounted across vast distamtesairfields in
several countries within which the political sitioat and the position
of British forces was precarious to say the least.

Overall, despite the inevitable problems and tiecups, both
operations were remarkably successful. In the cAdeXODUS in
bringing prisoners home quickly, achieving the tvabjectives of
getting them back to their families as rapidly asgible and removing
them from the chaotic and difficult situation in r@&ny. In the Far
East it was not so much a matter of getting themméhaquickly as
getting life-saving help to them, or them to lil@ving help, in the
most efficient manner possible.

These operations, which reflect great credit aRAF and those
involved in planning and executing them, remairatreély obscure
and deserve to be much better known and celebrated.
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A BAGHDAD PRISONER
Sqgn Ldr Bob Ankerson

Having graduated from Loughborough with an
engineering degree, Bob Ankerson joined the RAF
in 1973 and trained as a navigator. After six years
on the Vulcan, he converted to the Tornado, spent
a tour as a Trials Officer at Boscombe Down and
was on his second Tornado tour when he became a
POW. He subsequently became an Arms Control
Officer, which involved learning Russian. Since
e g leaving the RAF in 2008 he has been an aircrew
mstructor at the Centre of Aviation Medicine atrizaw.

When Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait on 2 August 199¢s a Flight
Commander on No 17 Sgn at RAF Briggen. Within wealews
were deployed to the Gulf as an immediate resptmslee invasion.
My turn came some four months later when | deployedSaudi
Arabia on 4 January 1991. From the time | arrivethieatre until the
outbreak of war | flew five training sorties by dayd night at low and
medium altitudes over Saudi Arabia and Oman. Fedty sorties the
emphasis was on operational low flying and at nigatconcentrated
on auto terrain following and coordinated attaakits.

The first | knew of the outbreak of war was eantythe morning of
17 January when | was told that some of our cres®wn their way
back from their first sorties over Iraq. Later tinabrning | heard first
hand from those crews, what it was like to go t@,ilging at 150 to
300 ft above the ground, at night, at up to 600 dusr airfields
putting up a wall of anti-aircraft fire. One of tfiest-tour pilots sat in
the rest lounge in our accommodation that mornimd said he never
wanted to do it again — but he did, of course, hadvent on to fly
many more missions over the next seven weeksdanaly others.

My own war didn't start properly until a week lat®ur four-ship
formation had planned a number of low level missidaring that first
week only to have them cancelled for a varietyeafsons. Following a
change of tactics to medium level bombing we wesked to fly in
the early hours of 23 January. However, after autoaair refuelling
had been completed the aircraft's electronic wargquipment failed
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and so we returned to Dhahran without having cabsise border. It
was a strange feeling, waiting for the rest of fmmmation to return,
and | was greatly relieved when they all did. Tweiour hours later
we took off on a similar mission to attack an a&idiin Iraq, about 30
nms from the Kuwait border. Our take off was plahteeget us to the
target just before dawn. On approaching the tarferair-to-air

refuelling, two of the four aircraft in our formati had equipment
problems and turned back. That left us and Numktercbntinue with

the mission, along with another Tornado four-shihe electronic
jamming aircraft and the fighter escorts.

All went well until just after weapon release wheiithin a matter
of seconds, there was an explosion close to tleadtir Immediately
after the explosion | saw flames coming from th& leing. They
spread rapidly towards the fuselage and very sheretwere 6 to 8
foot flames no more than 10 feet away from the piiclAfter about a
minute and a half the aircraft stopped respondinthé controls and
we ejected at about 14,000ft.

Simort and | found out some six weeks later that our Nemb
had experienced a similar problem but were luckyugh to make it
back to Dhahran with their crippled aircraft. S@dter landing, pieces
of shrapnel from a 1,000lb bomb were found lodgethe fuselage of
their aircraft, which established that we had boshffered
fragmentation damage from premature detonation of own
weapons.

Once | was hanging under my parachute, | lookedrat and saw
Simon about a quarter of a mile away in the eaymimg light. There
was tracer and anti-aircraft shells exploding m éinea but my descent
was uneventful and | landed without any significamury. In the
dawn light | was able to make out dozens of trugle tmarks all
around me. It was obvious | had not landed in tiiddfa of nowhere;
it was more like being on the desert equivalerthefM1! | began to
gather up my parachute and survival pack readyngb Some cover
but within a few seconds | was aware of a groupeof to twelve
soldiers coming towards me — shooting. At this pdistopped and
put my hands in the air. All my flying equipmenacket, gun and
holster, gold and watch were taken from me. | wiasdfolded; my

! sqn Ldr Ankerson’s pilot was Fg Off S J Burgess.
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hands were tied and | was made to sit on a chasidgione of the
numerous bunkers in the area.

The initial treatment by the soldiers in the fields reasonable. |
was offered water and food and asked if | was @guAt this stage |
was questioned briefly but my reply of name, rank aumber was
accepted. During these first few hours | was movedseveral
different bunkers and in the last of these | hehedvoice of my pilot,
so | knew that he too had been captured. | fourtddader that he had
remained free for about two hours before beingadieed. | was
moved by road for about an hour — put in a dimiyrdom with bare
concrete walls and left, apparently, alone. Thesrewthen several
visits at intervals with threats of what would heappif | did not
answer their questions. After several sessions,irttegrogator lost
patience and gave me a final warning. On his retwimen | still
declined to answer his questions, the beatingtestaHow long this
went on for, | have no idea. After a couple of s@ss| decide to tell
him things that were widely available in the westpress, my aircraft
base, and similar information.

It was soon after this that the first of a numioérsituations
occurred in which my imagination caused me consider
unnecessary anxiety. At this stage | was still @atuched on the
concrete floor, blindfolded and with my hands theghind my back. |
felt someone take a hold of one of my arms and drag few feet
across the floor. | felt him pull my arm over a cogte block and | had
visions of someone smashing it or something simitarfact, all he
was doing was pulling me across to the block so thauld lean
against it.

After dark we were moved again, travelling by réadsome time
to Baghdad. On arrival at our destination Simon bwere put in the
same room, on the floor and left blindfolded anthvaur hands tied.
In the morning the guards removige: blindfold and untied my hands
so that | could have a drink of water and they gaeesome bread and
dates. | was able to exchange a few words with Bibefore we were
moved out of the building. From there we were driv® an
interrogation centre, again blindfolded and bourdhis was a
permanent structure, rather than those that webkad in out in the
desert. During the next twelve hours the interrogat continued,
although the questioners never sought informatian it considered to
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be vital, so | feel that nothing | told them wolidve been of any
material use to them. | still wonder how well | idinave resisted if
they had got on to subjects that | considered Beasin some ways |
counted myself fortunate, as my treatment at thad&aof my

interrogators was nowhere near as horrific as | évguected. There
was nothing sophisticated about my interrogationyals kicked or
punched and, at worst, hit by something akin toicket bat. Having

said that, at the time it was excruciatingly painfu

Picture a group of single-storey buildings surding a courtyard
some 100 ft by 40 ft with a corridor running allband with cells
around the outer wall facing inwards to the coudyd was able to
see a single palm tree over the roof of the cellshe far side of the
courtyard and this was my contact with the worltsmle. There were
toilets at each corner of the building, althoughihk the cleaner had
been on holiday for some time! My cell was nexttlie toilets, so
there was a steady stream of activity as prisomesee escorted
backwards and forwards. The cell was about 8 fiasgand this
turned out to be the best furnished of the seweeli$ that | was to
occupy during my stay in Iraq. There was a dirtgnfomattress, three
blankets, a jug, a beaker, plate, knife, fork aodos. | was fed three
times a day; in the morning there was bread anck thantil soup,
around midday some rice and then in the eveningegongh old goat
meat. The guards passed their time playing fooibathe courtyard
and occasionally some of the POWs were allowedmakercise, and
some more than once! This was the only time | tégglenot having a
better grasp of football, as | was only invited oantone occasion and
they must have decided that | wasn't good enougthig prison there
was no violence from the guards — in fact they wgrige amenable.
They even taught us a few words of Arabic, the amg that stuck
wasshuckran which means ‘thank you'.

During the many hours that | spent alone in tinst fcell | went
over in my mind the last minutes of the flight,itny to analyse what
happened and, in particular, trying to rememberiadications on the
radar warning receiver that | had not reacted thwahich might have
caused the loss of our aircraft. There was a seinfselure, as | could
not remember having done anything positive in tHasefew minutes
— | had not made a Mayday call or taken any otleeergially useful
actions — and | also felt that | had not resistgdrrogation for very
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long, even though none of the information thatd gaven was of any
importance. Fortunately the squadron had been tipgra strict
policy of ‘need to know’, that is to say tellingdividual crews only
the information necessary to conduct their own ioiss

After a couple of days, | was given a yellow POWt and a pair
of plimsolls and my flying suit and boots were deoéted. | was to
spend the next six weeks in that suit, a pair n§lmhns, flying socks,
T-shirt and underpants. On the night of the 31 danliwas moved
from that first prison. The next one was guardegégple in civilian
clothes — they were a sullen uncommunicative bunch.

The cells were stark and cold, mine was aboub9 f ft and had a
toilet in one corner and a shower tray in anothienwever, there was
no water supply to the toilet and the tap in thd wathe shower tray
worked only intermittently, and only for the firsbuple of days. The
walls were tiled and the solid steel door inclu@edmall hatch. The
guards would use this to pass in food and drinkiveger. | was
fortunate in that | did get some sunlight for a leuof hours a day
through the glass blocks set high up on the exteval. That passed
some time as | moved around the cell to sunbathedoong as it
lasted. This room was not as well appointed aptbeious one. | had
two blankets and a plastic bowl. The bowl was usedboth food and
drink. The food comprised a piece of pitta bread smme soup once a
day. This was distributed by the guard around midddout 20-30
minutes later, the bowl was passed back out thrahghhatch to
receive my daily water ration, about a pint or so.

My stay in this prison was brought to an abrupt en the evening
of 23 February. | was laying wrapped in my blanketsusual when
there was a shudder — we were being bombed! | stgodh the
doorway and thought it was now up to God whetheas to live or
die and for a few seconds | was totally calm aradigjfint, ‘Thy will be
done’. The last bomb fell on my side of the builand at the same
time the feeling of calm evaporated; my stomach Kabtted and |
curled up in a ball with stomach cramp. A numbecells sustained
holes in the wall and ceiling, although the onlyndge to mine was
some broken glass and brick dust everywhere. Mdsteodoors to the
cells remained intact, although many of the smaithes in the doors
had been blown open. Names were being shouted digl@ann the
corridor. The only prisoner | knew personally wasn&. We shouted
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to each other and established that we were bothrtinBome of the
prisoners got out into the corridor and tried tdock the cell doors,
but they were unsuccessful as they were unabledaahy keys. After
a short time the guards reappeared and we wera fekm the cells,
through the debris in the corridors, down throulgl flooded cellar
and out over the rubble at the end of the building waiting bus.

| was wedged between an American and the one Kiupiiait who
became a POW. It was good to be back in the compdnyther
people again after three weeks of almost compsetation. As we sat
on the floor of the bus and wriggled to reduce dicomfort, the
American and | communicated in the only way possiblwe held
hands! That simple action was a great morale bpastene, and |
found out later that it had been the same for threedcan pilot. After
a short drive we arrived at a new prison. It seemexklict on our
arrival and we were housed six to a cell. In themmy we found out
that the prison was far from deserted as each efditmner cells
contained between six and eight prisoners, dreissedilian clothes,
and the whole place was alive with people soonr ditst light.
Morale on the morning of the 24th was high; ourtchaing the night
had made all the difference and this was followgdabsumptuous
breakfast, a large bow! of thick vegetable soupniy of bread and a
large bowl of hot sweet tea to share. There waa egeeonds and we
decided that we would be quite content to finish war under these
circumstances.

Our luck was not to last, however, and soon dftsrwe were led
out into the courtyard and made to sit around tlgedacing the wall.
Gradually during the day individuals were takemfrtheir position
and led away. It was not obvious whether they athe back or not.
Later on in the afternoon | was taken out of theryard for my last
interrogation session. When it ended my interragatad that, as |
was no use to them, | would be taken out and shqgpistol was
cocked and | was bundled out of the room and féeva seconds |
really did think that | was going to be executedowdver, my
blindfold was removed and | saw that | was bacthencourtyard with
the others. At this point | decided that | was goio survive and so
my mood rocketed.

Earlier | had seen another prisoner ask to moteetime sunshine,
and so | decided to chance my luck and ask to beechto a sunny
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spot in the hope of getting warm. After the guat hwandered
around the yard he came back and told me to fohaw, he then
pointed to a place close to a water barrel. Aftdratl sat down |
noticed a few ants in the vicinity and then realisieat the guard had
chosen a spot next to an ants’ nest. | thoughtarikh very much!!’ |
decided that any ants that came towards me wouldgqeshed and
those that moved away would be left alone. | sasoavdered thaants
have a highly developedommunications system. Before long the
word spread and the majority of the ants that canteof the nest
moved away from me, which just goes to show tharethare
educational opportunities in the strangest of sitna.

At the end of the day we were moved into singléscagain in
another part of the same prison. It was back iotasy, away from
the civilian prisoners into a cell 6 ft by 8 ft ¢ime ground floor in a
corner. During the evening of 28 February we weowed yet again;
it was not far, but we did seem to be moving bauk ia military
prison and again it was back into solitary. Wevadiin darkness, so
at this stage our new surroundings were uncertamever, during
the following days, the food improved — orangeslelooeggs, cheese,
bread and rice. On about 3 March | was taken inéocorridor for a
shave and later had a strip wash and was givesaa OW suit. | did
not allow myself to think that this could be theglmming of the end,
however — that was how | coped all along — | ditlwant to raise my
hopes, only to have them dashed, so | took thiagshg day and hour
by hour.

What did | do with my time? | planned what to d&xty | never did
anything straight away. | tried to take some exexcl folded blankets
in a variety of ways to try to get warm and corneibte; | learned the
alphabet backwards; | worked out prime number sglieised a tap
code to compose theoretical messages; | recaleeddmes of friends
from school, from university, squadrons and clubsvent through
options for a motorbike that | would buy on my retthome. |
planned dinner party menus. Prayers were nevefrdar my mind
and there were constant thoughts of my family pdke to Chris and
our son each evening before settling down.

My imprisonment came to an abrupt end on 5 Maildie cells
were visited one by one and in the end we wereaaut to a bus and
driven through Baghdad to the Novotel. There wenmed Iraqi
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soldiers all around as we entered the hotel wherevere handed over
to the Red Cross. Our departure had been planmexbémut 1300 hrs,
but the aircraft were unable to land, so our transiut of Iraq was
delayed to the following day. There were more deldut we
eventually took off at about 1600 hrs on 6 Marcbyurd for Saudi
Arabia and then onward by VC10 to Akrotiri Hospifal medical
checks, an intelligence debrief and psychologi@alnselling. After
three days in Cyprus, | returned to Bruggen on 8ynd0 March,
landing at 1300hrs to a great welcome home.

That concludes a brief outline of my Gulf War, lpander for a
moment on the effect that this six weeks had hadmynfamily,
friends and acquaintances. | am sure that | siilhat fully appreciate
what they all felt during this time — and do sparthought too for the
families of the thousands of service personnel aga today who
dread that knock on the door.
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AFTERNOON DISCUSSION

Richard Bateson. When the war ended, did the Air Ministry’'s
intelligence collecting directorates, such as GptCa D Felkin's
ADI(K) organisation, study the effectiveness of theerrogation
methods employed Hyulag Luft at Oberursal and Wetzlar? We know
that a section of th€hi Stelle the signals intelligence agency of the
Luftwaffe High Command, carried out detailed anafysof the
information obtained from allied aircrew. Were tleeords ofDulag
Luft and theChi Stelleever recovered?

Roger Stanton. Not sure that | can shed any light on that. Wia |

know is that the debriefing reports written by ¢mra at the Great
Central Hotel in Marylebone were all made availatdethe public

about ten years ago and the annexes about five Yai@r. But they
don’t deal with POWs, of course.

Sebastian Cox. The POWSs were debriefed. MI9 had initially planned
to visit each camp armed with questionnaires whatlhprisoners
would be required to complete. The results wera thebe subjected
to a detailed analysis. That plan did not survivst tontact with the
POWSs, of course. So MI9 was obliged to resort teingi them
gquestionnaires when they got back. That producedetiing like a
30% return rate. Some people wrote ‘one-word’ amswe . Others
wrote lengthy diatribes criticising some of thedlleagues whom they
thought ought to be shot and so on. So, overdibnit think that MI9
got very much out of this exercise.

What was far more useful was the debriefing ofapscs and
evaders, including those who had been capturedaaptured. Some
of those were much better.

An attempt was made to identify individuals wha leallaborated.
They were really only after major offenders, likearbld Cole for
example; people who had done things that resultethé death of
others. They weren't interested in folk who had gimadjusted to
confinement and taken no active part in resistingscape activities.

Were they interested in the techniques employethbyGermans?
Yes, to a degree, but they really weren't that mddferent from
those used by Felkin.

Stef Episkopo. My brother-in-law was a prisoner of the Japarfese
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about three years. When he was repatriated theyctisdi from his
pay all the Red Cross parcels — that he didn’tiveteNas this a
common practice?

Sir Roger Austin. Perhaps Charles Clarke could comment?

Air Cdre Charles Clarke. You've spoiled my day! I'm the President
and Chairman of the ex-Prisoner of War Associatiorg I'm also ex-
Stalag Luft lIl While we were prisoners, the Government deducted
part of our pay which was never repaid. The themas that the
money was deducted to pay for the necessities fef 8uch as
toothpaste — which we never got. Some of the maeveesy diverted to
the NCO camps, which was a good thing, of course.

Over the years | have seen many Ministers in therse of
appealing against this situation. At various tirfies had four people
working on the case, a lieutenant-colonel, a BatftlBritain veteran, a
naval captain and a squadron leader Blenheim pilobw have two
tea chests full of documents related to this iskheven’'t given up. |
have three options. One — have another go at astdimiand | have
recently written again on this subject. Two — givto a law firm that
would be prepared to take it on agra bonocase. Or — three — give it
to a campaigning newspaper.

| am still optimistic.

Mike Meech. Sqgn Ldr Ankerson referred to the counselling pied
in Cyprus when he was freed. Were ex-POWSs from W\Afdvided
with any form of immediate or long-term assistamgth psychiatric
or psychological problems relating to their expecis?

Sqgn Ldr Bob Ankerson. | am not personally ware of any but | can
offer this. Because we were ex-POWSs, in April 191 Cdre Clarke
invited the seven of us who were captured in leag teunion dinner
to be held by his Association at Warwick Univerditlythe August,
and six of us were able to attend. Throughout #ft#¢rnoon and
evening we chatted with thi€riegies from WW I1l. The interesting
thing was that, the following morning, many of theiives said that
they had learned more about their husband’s wantixperiences than
they ever had done before — which was almost haéfrdury ago. It
was a different era, of course; Charles, and therax-POWSs in the
audience, would be able to confirm this, but | khihat in those days
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such assistance as was available was pretty muehsetf-help basis
with perhaps some mutual support from colleagues.

It was very different for us. When we reached Qgpeach of us
was paired with someone from our own squadron. $amevho had
flown during the campaign and this permitted usestablish very
quickly that, while our physical experiences haérbgery different,
our emotional experiences, our periods of self-tiard so on had
been very similar. | am sure that that minimisealrisk of, what could
have been, years of mental anguish. That saidp lheadly compare
my own relatively brief confinement with that ofethveterans of
WW Il and the numbers involved in 1945 were, ofrseyimmense.

Sqgn Ldr Stanley Booker. | wasa Halifax Nav, shot down just three
nights before D-Day. | did all the things we wedvigaed to do by the
escapers who had come back from the ‘wooden hofdgy said,
‘Always look for themadameof a brothel or a Roman Catholic padre;
they can be of great help.” They didn’t tell us htwovcontact the
Resistance, but | did eventually get to them. | veadked after very
well by two dear old ladies who were very pleaséth the wallet |
had, full of French notes, all brand new and setiaign numbered.
That was one of things that let evaders down i there caught. How
would you explain away being in civilian clothesittwfalse papers
and a considerable sum of money? The part of theonk that | got
into had been penetrated by tGestapoand 168 airmen who were
being hidden, about forty of them RAF, were capduwe were held
in Fresnes Prison, where the Germans kept membbettse d-rench
Resistanceuntil Paris was about to be liberated when we vpaked
into cattle trucks and shipped to Buchenwald.

One of our main preoccupations was the lack obathbrush,
something that Sqn Ldr Ankerson also commentedvbnadvice to
anyone flying on operations is to carry a toothbrdsand some toilet
paper — because a parachute descent can certasbr the bowels . .

Our main worry was whether or not our next-of-kirew that we
were alive. Since Paris had been liberated, weipated that our fate
would soon be discovered. We heard earlier aboualdoDarling. |
have with me here, a copy of Darling’s debriefinf g Off
Stevenson, a Canadian pilot. One of the 168 aimiemwere sent to
Buchenwald, Stevenson succeeded in escaping fremtréin and
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getting back to Paris. His debrief document wasutated to twenty-
five agencies in London, so a lot of people cle&rigw that we had
survived. But our families were never informed tha were alive.
They did get a pessimistic letter in November tp &t ‘we regret
that your husband is still missing’ and anotheDacember. That was
six months after | had been shot down. By that tihed_uftwaffehad
rescued us from the clutches of tGestapoand 154 of the original
168 had been transferred to air force camps, icasgStalag Luft Il
at Sagan. In December the only POW letter of mhed ever got
through was delivered to my wife who forwarded dt the Air
Ministry. The response was a letter from the Miyistaying ‘We
understand that your husband is a prisoner of w&drmany. There
Is a mess bill outstanding for £3/0/8d at RAF Melitvee.” (Laughte)
It's true! | have the letter here, in my brief case

The next letter announced a stoppage of pay @/&%/per month
for monies issued under the Geneva Convention toW&0
Unfortunately, they didn't tell the Resistance,Gestapg about that,
so we never received it while we were in Paris achiznwald — or
while we are at Luckenwalde where the Russiansraetaus as, what
amounted to, political hostages for several weétks ¥E-Day.

Once the Russians had released us, the Ameriean dk to
Brussels. From there we were flown home in a Laeca3wenty-
four of us sat, with very green faces, until wessex the coast when
we all leapt forward to see England. The capta@arigehad a fit, of
course, because, as Mr Cox described, the airbeafame unstable.
We landed at Dunsfold where we were met by two @irmearing
gas masks and armed with big ‘Flit' guns. Havingerbdiberally
sprayed with disinfectant we were taken to a péiteats, one for
officers, one for airmen, where we were given,ihkht was, £5 and a
corned beef and onion sandwich.

After a two-hour wait, we were bussed down to &oild where,
as Kriegies with weak bladders and sundry gastric complaints,
were put aboard a train, without a corridor, fof*a-hour journey to
Cosford. You would be surprised at what can beeagd with the
window down. Laughte) At Cosford we were all processed within
fifteen hours and we left the camp, still in ourufty clothes, because
they didn't have time to kit us out. On arrival \Atolverhampton
station | was promptly arrested by the MPs becawgasn’t wearing
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RAF uniform. The RTO stepped in and rescued mel avas put on a
train to Sheffield on which | had to stand the vehalay — again, no
one would give up a seat because | wasn’t in umifor

Apart from that, we had a very good homecomingug@hter—
Applausg

Sgn Ldr Bob Ankerson. | can't cap that, of course, but it would
seem that some things never change. When | wasishat, forty-six
years after Stanley’s stoppage of pay, my CO wdigaibto call on
my wife to tell her that, because they didn’t knawvether | was alive
or not, the MOD had stopped my flying pay, becatiseasn’t clear
whether | was still available for flying duties. fmately, CAS got
wind of this and interceded to have the ruling regd. | would like to
think that that sort of thing has been sorted gunbw — but, who
knows?

Sir Roger Austin. Well, at least you didn't have to choose between
the madameof a brothel and a padre — that was a tricky one.
(Laughe)

| just want to wind up the day by offering somartks, on behalf
of the audience, to Nigel and his Committee whoehavanged today
for us. A lot of hard work goes into it, and thésemore to be done
yet, because someone has to turn the proceeditms ipublication.
So we are grateful to them and to our six speakbrshave provided
us with such a fascinating series of presentatiBoglease join me in
a round of applause.
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A SUPPLEMENTARY PAPER

THE INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANISATION
OF ESCAPE ATTEMPTS WITHIN AIR FORCE PRISONER-
OF-WAR CAMPS IN THE THIRD REICH, 1939-45

By Charles Rollings

Camp Administration

In the first ten months of the war the organisatior POWs was
poor on both the German and the British side bexdlusre simply
were not many prisoners — and because prisonerdoale brutally
honest, of only marginal interest in any conflict.

It was not until the fall of France in May-June409 when the
Germans found themselves lumbered with thousandBriogh and
French — as well as colonial — prisoners that tsitles, forced by
sheer weight of numbers, began to get their acthay.

German camps for prisoners of war were run byRhsoner-of-
War Department of th®berkommando der Wehrmachior OKW —
the High Command of the Armed Forces und&ldmarschall
Wilhelm Keitel. They were numbered according toith&'ehrkreis
(military district) and suffixed by a letter of tlephabet according to
the order in which they were opened. With the etioapof Dulag
Luft, which from December 1939 was commanded blyutiwaffe
major and run byLuftwaffe personnel, all camp commandants were
army reserve officers and their personnel drawrmfrthe army
reserve. However, after the fall of France, eactihef three armed
forces — the army@as Hee}, the air force l(uftwaffg and the navy
(Kriegsmaring — assumed responsibility for prisoners of the
corresponding enemy armed forces. So while the OiéWivained in
overall charge, the OKH, OKL and OKM each had aasaie
organisation for its own camps, designating thecosting to army,
air force or naval districts and drawing the perssrior these camps
from members of its own service. The POW DepartnednOKW
made the rules and disseminated them to the POVdrbegnts of the
OKH, OKL and OKM, who sent them to ttWehrkreis Luftgauand
naval district commanders, who sent them to thepcaommandants,
who had to implement them.

The OKW made up new rules every dag, hocand post ho¢
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ranging from the important to the petty, and séett off every two
weeks, right up to the end of the war. They wergdly concerned
with interpreting the numerous articles of the 19%%neva
Convention, to which, to its credit, the OKW triéal adhere. The
same cannot be said of all camp commandants, sbwhan took
the view that the Geneva Convention was writteridblgunch of old
women’. But those commandants who did abide byGbavention
and helped better the lot of their prisoners warenecessarily ‘good
Germans’. The OKW was making the rules — not theroandants.

By and large, apart from having to get out of bdwen the guards
said so, attend roll-call two or three times a dayto bed when the
lights went out and, of course, not stray beyoral ¢bnfines of the
camp, prisoners were left to their own devices.sT lwithin their own
domain, they created their own administration, Wwhin things in co-
operation with the Germans. It was necessary feretlio be some
form of POW administration for two reasons. Firstligecause
civilised standards had to be maintained and, skgomecause if
there were no camp administration, there could loe escape
organisation. The first wassine qua norior the latter.

The early prisoners at Spangenberg, ElbersdorCbetdursel were
on the whole treated well, although they lived tansped conditions,
did not get enough fresh-air exercise, were nopgnyg fed and in
winter were very cold. They were fortunate, howevarthat two
relatively senior officers were captured very eanythe war — Sgn
Ldr Sydney Stewart Murray and Wg Cdr Harry Melvikebuthnot
‘Wings’ Day. Murray, who had a flair for language®ade it his
business to learn German, and in Spangenberg &seéuent camps,
when not the Senior British Officer himself, he wagher his
representative or his interpreter. Both he and Dayle themselves
familiar with the Geneva Convention from the vemgimning and
believed that observing appropriate military cosige when dealing
with the enemy would oil the wheels of diplomacy.

This was very much in evidence &wlag Luft where the
rudiments of RAF POW administration were establishgy the
British Permanent Staff. The first Senior BritisHifiGer (SBO), Wg
Cdr H M A Day, was succeeded in June 1941 by SqrELD Elliott,
who held the post until 10 March 1944. When Lt-QdB Buckley
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RN' arrived from Laufen on 3August 1940, Day appointsth
Adjutant, a post he held until June 1941. In tinagiaus other post
were created: Messing Officer — Fg Off J A GillidB®m May 1940 to
June 1941; Gardens Officer — PIt Off A H Gould, nfraJuly to
October 1940; Entertainments Officer — Buckley agand so on.

The administrative set-up &lulag Luft was replicated at Barth,
where the SBOs were:

Lt R G Wood RN, June-July 1940.

Sqgn Ldr B Paddon, from 12 July 1940 to 20 Febru®4/1.

Sqgn Ldr G D Stephenson, from 20 February to 7 19d4..

Wg Cdr H M A Day, from 6 June 1941 to March 1942.

Sqgn Ldr A Abels, South Compound from November ta@éaber
1943.

Sqgn Ldr M J Harris, West Compound who was succebged

Wg Cdr J A Lee-Evans who was succeeded by

Wg Cdr F W Hilton

Gp Capt N W D Marwood-Elton, all British CompounAsril-
August 1944,

Wg Cdr F W Hilton, all British Compounds August-[2ecber
1944,

Gp Capt C T ‘Ginger’ Weir, who had been Station@eander at
Fulbeck when shot down in a No 49 Sgn Lancaste2lohNovember
1944, became SBO in December 1944. Col Hubert ‘Hidrnke
USAAF became Senior Allied Officer in November 1944

Perhaps the best-known Adjutant at Barth was SginA.R D
MacDonell, a Battle of Britain pilot, who held tpest from 27 March
1941 to April 1942.

Other officers were made responsible for compowit
distribution of food, coal or wood, Red Cross arispnal parcels,
clothes and mail, plus officers to organise laundshowers,
gardening, entertainments and sport and run the danary. The first
Parcels Officer was Fg Off H N Fowler, who held fhest until he
was sent to Colditz at the end of 1941 after ammsattempt. (In
September 1942 he made a ‘home run’ from Coldrlt.pff (later Flt
Lt) L Reavell-Carter then took over as distributf Red Cross

! The post-nominals RN or RNVR identify Fleet AirmA personnel.
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parcels, a job he combined with overseeing the conaincookhouse.

In each of the barracks there was an officer ergh, known as a
‘Blockfuhret, and under him was an officer responsible fordiciel,
parcels, clothes, laundry, showers, gardening aral for that
barrack.

Each room in the barrack had a ‘room senior’, Stubefiihrer
who saw to it that the room was kept clean, thaalmarrived at the
appointed times, and that the orders passed dovthebiglock leader
were carried out.

As the war progressed and more senior officerg wexde captive,
it became customary to have squadron leadeBl@kfihrersand
organisers of camp activities, flight lieutenandésStubefiihrersand at
least flight lieutenants, and often squadron lesder charge of the
various activities at block level. Sqn Ldr M L Mcl@g an Australian,
was the CO of West Block until he was purged toddkbin August
1941 following an escape attempt.

By general agreement the NCOs elected a comniitteen their
compound with, initially, FSgt E L G Hall as chaam or, as the
Germans called itVertrauensmann(spokesman or intermediary).
From September 1940 until the camp closed in A®42 this post
was filled by Sgt J A G ‘Dixie’ Deans. A young pilwith a very wise
head on his shoulders, Deans, through force obpatiy, carried on
in this capacity in various camps until the endhef war.

WhenStalag Luft Ire-opened in October 1942 tiertrauensmann
was WO T K May. He was superseded in January 1948/0 J G
Barnes RNZAF until the arrival of Gp Capt J C Macatd and Sgn
Ldr W H N Turner fromStalag Luft Illon 21 January. Barnes then
became Macdonald’s assistant. In July 1943 MacRbaall Turner
were both removed from the camp and WO Barnes \btiged to
resume as Compound Leader, remaining in post hmtitas purged to
Stalag Luft Viin November 1943.

When the officers moved from Barth$talag Luft lllat the end of
March 1942 Wg Cdr Day naturally carried on as SBf@l 17 June
when Gp Capt H M Massey arrived. He was SBO ofctmmp until
27 March 1943 when the new West Compound was opéiedhen
became SBO of the new compound and of the eStiaéag Luft IlI
complex, with Gp Capt R Kellett as SBO of the old#ficers
enclosure. From June to October 1943, when Massey having
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treatment at Obermassfeld hospital, Gp Capt Kelet in charge of
the whole camp with ‘Wings’ Day as SBO of West Connpd, which

in September was renamed ‘North’. Massey assumeuninamd of the
complex upon his return in October, but the regeattived Gp Capt
D E L Wilson RAAF assumed command of North Compquarad

remained in charge until the compound was evacumtedanuary
1945. On 11 April 1944 Massey was repatriated apdGapt L E

Wray RCAF became overall SBO.

During this period the old East Compound had tB®S. Gp Capt
Kellett from 27 March 1943 until September 194%niGp Capt A H
Willetts until January 1945.

For a brief period when Centre Compound was oecly
officers, the SBO was Sqn Ldr L W V Jennens; he staxeeded by
Gp Capt MacDonald, who subsequently became the &BBElaria.
East Compound had three Adjutants during its fifieti Sqn Ldr
MacDonell from April 1943 until June 1942; Sqn Li#nnens from
June 1942 until April 1943; Sgn Ldr D C TorrensnfrdApril to
October 1943, and Sgn Ldr MacDonell again from Getol943 to
January 1945. Apart from his time in Centre Comgbulennens was
also the Adjutant for West/North Compound from 2arkbh 1943 to
27 January 1945. The adjutant at Belaria was SqibLd Strong.

At Stalag Luft V] by popular consent, the Camp Leader was Sgt —
now WO — Deans. TheKriegies’ appointed FSgt R P L Mogg as
Deans’s deputy. Th&ertrauensmannn ‘K’ Lager was WO V R
‘Vic’ Clarke. After ‘E’ Lager was opened for the Asricans, the
Compound Leader was Tech Sgt F S Paules of the BSAA

At Stalag Luft I\ Gross Tychow, the Camp Leaders were Tech Sgt
Richard M Chapman USAAF and WO V R Clarke.

In the Army officers’ camps the SBOs were, obviguthe higher-
ranking army officers. At Laufen in 1940-41, forstance, the SBO
was no less a personage than Maj-Gen V M Fortuneyiander of
the 51st Highland Division at St Valéry-en-CauxJinne 1940. He
was also the senior officer at Thorn from MarchJtme 1941. The
RAF administration, such as it was, was subordit@mtes. The Senior
RAF Officer at Thorn was Sqgn Ldr Paddon, as attBart

At Libeck in September 1941 the Senior RAF Offiwas Wg Cdr
N C (‘Hetty’) Hyde; his adjutant was Sqn Ldr R JdBell.

At Warburg Maj-Gen Fortune appointed Brig Nigeln&oset as
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SBO. The Senior RAF Officer was, again, Wg Cdr Hytre the
absence of Bushell, who had escaped en route, 8gA Ll Trumble
became Hyde’s Adjutant.

When Maj-Gen Fortune was sent to Spangenberg peirdpd
Brig R L Taverner, of the King’s Shropshire Ligimfantry, as SBO;
he was in that post in February 1942 when RAF effiagain took up
residence there. Wg Cdr H R Larkin RAAF was thei@eAir Force
Officer.

The one exception to this hierarchy was Schulbia, dnly army
camp since early Spangenberg days in which prisoftem the air
force and Fleet Air Arm were in the majority. ThB@s there were
Wg Cdr Hyde, from September to October 1942, and Gtig Day,
from October 1942 to April 1943.

At Stalag Luft VI] Bankau, the first Camp Leader was a regimental
sergeant major of the Long Range Desert Group wdw dssumed
command because of his rank. He appointed RAF WiGakée as his
deputy. When FSgt P A Thomson RAAF received news tfe had
been commissioned on 18 January 1944, he became A8Ghe
RSM had been transferred to an army camp, WO Lgreed to carry
on as the new Compound Leader’s deputyektrauensmannVO R
A Greene RCAF, was appointed on 21 June to act loomson’s
behalf. In December 1944 WO R Mead was electedke his place.
The official interpreter was FSgt J J Waltky RCAFhe Medical
Officer was Capt D C Howatson, RAMC. The Padre @apt Colling
(C of E).

In army camps for other ranks the air force leader
Vertrauensmannewere:

Stalag XIIA Limburg: Sgt T K May, a prisoner since 18 Decembe
1939, followed by FSgt E L G Hall in summer 1940;

Stalag VIIIB Lamsdorf: FSgt Hall again, followed by Sgt A McG
Currie RAAF from August 1943 to January 1945;

Stalag IXC Bad Sulza: FSgt J A McCairns;

Stalag IlIE, Kirchhain: Sgt D E Bingham, from early August 194
to 22 August 1941; FSgt R J Alexander, from 22 Aidglo41 to
12 May 1942;

Stalag IVB Muhlberg: WO Jack Washington Meyers RCAF, who
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had previously been i&talag IlIE, Stalag Luft V] Stalag Luft land
Stalag VIIA

At Stalag 357 Thorn, the army camp leader was RSM Turner,
Royal Warwickshire Regiment, with ‘Dixie’ Deans ag# charge of
the airmen. When the camp relocated to Oerbke, s meeeting of
both RAF and Army POWSs elected Deans as Camp Ledder
formed a joint administrative staff of soldiers aanimen, notable
among the former being Sgt Maj Tom Cameron of tingt Battalion,
the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.

During the RAF's stay aMarlag ‘M’ and on the march from
Westertimke to Libeck the SBO was Gp Capt L E WREAF.

At Luckenwalde, the Senior Allied Officer, in coramd of men of
many nationalities, was the Norwegian General @liige, who was
in the camp until 22 April. Gp Capt J C MacDonalrdeal as SBO,
with Wg Cdr R C M Collard as his 2 i/c.

Escape Committees

The first escape attempts from both SpangenbedgBanth were
trial and error efforts on an individual basis witth the support of an
escape committee or of MI9. In the summer of 1%yever, at the
same time as MI9 was getting into its stride baokné, the first
escape committees in RAF camps were set upudg Luftand at
Stalag Luft |

At Dulag Luftthe first Head of Escape and Intelligence was Sqgn
Ldr R J Bushell. When Lt Cdr J B Buckley RN arriviedm Laufen
he was appointed Head of Escape by ‘Wings’ Day, whde Bushell
Head of Intelligence and Supply. Forgery and taipiwas done by
individual escapees, but in particular by Fg OfBJJ Boardman
(forgery) and Sub-Lt W S (‘Peter’) Butterworth RN\(Rothing).

Escape gear was crude by later standards, with B#dapers
removing the flying badge from their uniforms armheerting them
into ‘civwies’ by dyeing them with boot polish. Gateoats were cut
down to the three-quarter length then popular @ Glntinent, and
replacement buttons were carved from wood or bGteer items of
civilian clothing, such as waistcoats, were rougidjlored from
blankets. Knapsacks were made by adapting battiedreuses.

The British Permanent Staff had also started ésfopm an
Intelligence function, sending information homecwded letters. The
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Head of Coding was Fg Off J A Gillies.

Although letter-coding was still in its infancyhe prisoners were
able to secure escape aids and advice from MIS Faluded, for
instance, information relating to the SchaffhauRenentrant, a long,
narrow bulge of Swiss territory projecting norttseinto Germany
which was, reputedly, less well guarded than tis¢ oéthe German-
Swiss frontier. Other advice concerned suggestedpesroutes and
material items such as maps printed on rice papersdk, and good
compasses. But coded requests for false paperfoatite names and
addresses of contacts were refused.

When he arrived &btalag Luft lin July 1942, Sqn Ldr B Paddon
lost no time turning his attention to escape matteéte formed an
escape committee with Sgn Ldr K C Doran, Lt P FanghRN, Flt Lt
D A ffrench-Mullen and Fg Off A D Panton. It was demn who
coined the term ‘X Organisation’, which remained tover-name for
the escape machine in all RAF officers’ camps Ffar temainder of
the war.

The aim of the X Organisation as set up by PaddwhCo was not
to arrange its own escape, but to assist the esttgrapts of those
who were prepared to make the effort and to enhateschemes did
not conflict. That said, it is worth noting thatédhch-Mullen already
had a tunnel under way and that the next diggirtpavour would be
supervised by Fanshawe.

Another innovation was the appointment of an escap
representative for each barrack block; this alstabe a permanent
feature. Anyone wishing to escape put his schentleetescape officer
in his barrack, who put it to the committee. Frdra early days, right
up to the end, this was usually a flight lieutenant

The would-be escaper was responsible for rustlipghis own
paraphernalia — food, disguise, forged papers, ntapspasses and so
on — but could call upon his circle of friends &siat him. Fg Offs H
N Fowler and J C Milner, both excellent artists,rev@mongst the
earliest forgers. Officers who acquired sewingIskfrom making
theatrical costumes, such as Fg Off H E L Falkumédd to making
escape outfits.

Some of the officers at Barth had been taughtterieode by MI9.
They included Sgn Ldr Paddon, Sqn Ldr W H N Tutened FIt Lt F T
Knight, who taught the code to Flt Lt K Jones. lasvcommon
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practice for initiates to pass on the code to $etepersonnel, each of
whom had to be ‘registered’ as a user back in Engla

In the NCOs’ compound a number of abortive tunneksre
attempted before Sgt Deans set up an escape aganibeaded by
Sgt R L Mogg and including Sgt E B Lascelles, arstfalian, and Sgt
J W Wootton. Two other sergeants, J Fancy and GGrivison, who
were among the most persistent escapers, wereplatged toStalag
VIIB, and became involved with the escape committere ttteefore
being purged back to Barth for their misdemeanours)

Although the officers and the NCOs were in segacampounds,
messages for both escape intelligence and lettinggurposes were
easily passed between them, the officer contacglfegn Ldr Paddon.
When he was sent to Spangenberg in February 19ddattiness for
the reprisal camp at Thorn, Lt Fanshawe took oVke main coding
correspondents in the NCO’s compound were Sgt lergadt, FSgt E
L G Hall,and Sgt Lascelles. Prendergast had taught thetoookher
prisoners, including officers, while Bulag Luft

Sgt J F H Bristow, a WOp/AG, designed and madefitaeradio
receiver from parts that he and others had scralrmge working
parties. A tuning condenser was made from an odshé¢fr mess-tin;
the transformer was hand-wound from wire filcheoirirthe German
lighting system; the valves were stolen from then@ radio in the
Vorlager, smoothing condensers were made from the tinskdls in
cigarette tins, inserted between Bible leaves, tinemed over at the
ends, soldered, and boiled in paraffin wax fromestaltar candles.
On this contraption the first BBC news bulletinsrgveeceived, to be
read out daily by a team of news readers.

This led to a steady rise in morale and a greaiiéngness to co-
operate with the Escape Committee. The NCOs wenme fiastunate
than the officers in having a greater number often@en, many of
them former ‘Trenchard Brats’, who employed theasie skills in
making compasses from Bakelite toothpaste contgieawing maps
and forging documents. One of the forgers was, éacptime, an
heraldic painter.

Sgt A G Fripp, a prisoner of October 1939 vintagerked in the
Red Cross store and handled the distribution ofgiauto the British
NCOs under German supervision. He smuggled itents the
sergeants’ compound for the Escape Committee.
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Not long after ‘Wings’ Day arrived in the officgrenclosure with
his entourage from Barth in June 1941 he supplafaddon’s
original X Organisation.

According to his biographérWings’ Day calculated that twenty-
five per cent of the prisoners iuft | were ‘escape-minded’. Of these,
four-fifths were hard-working escapers who keptgiag away at
reasonable possibilities throughout their POW lifat were at times
capable of interesting themselves in other thitigs;remaining one-
fifth were escape fanatics who thought, dreamecdtalkdd of nothing
else, and at the slightest chance were prepare@k® the most
appalling risks. Another fifty per cent — himseitiuded — would only
make an escape attempt if the opportunity were ddhmad them on a
plate. ‘This attitude owed itself not to lazinegsfear, but simply to
the conviction that they were unlikely to get faBut they would
willingly work for the ‘escape-minded’ twenty-fiv@er cent. The
remainder were ‘the non-escaping fraternity’. Thdpp, were
perfectly willing to do escape work if required.tBhey did not want
to try to escape themselves because they did dieveehey had a
chance of making a home-run and saw no reason gtewiae just to
be recaptured.

Day invited Buckley and one Barth ‘old-timer’ intois room,
where they spent about a week interviewing everyam® had
anything to do with escapes or anything to say aibeaaping. (This
did not, however, include Peter Fanshawe, one ef a@hginal
members of Paddon’s organisation). As a result, Daglared
‘escaping’ the ‘operational function’ of the cample appointed
Buckley as head of the X Organisation, and Buckheturn selected
two other officers to help him. Each barrack eldats own escape
committee of three. One of the escape officerdiest Block was Flt
Lt R G Ker-Ramsay, who would later become one o thief
tunnelling engineers iStalag Luft Il

As expressed in Day's biographyThe duties of Buckley’s
organisation were:

‘... to promote escaping in every way; to vetagecplans and
register the originator so that he would be tha a$dhe plan

2 Smith, Sydneywings Day(Collins, 1968).
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when, perhaps months later, the opportunity arogait it into

action; to collect intelligence of German actigtiboth inside
and outside the camp; to provide the escaper wlithhe&

required in the way of clothes, food, maps, etd Estly, to

provide him with any physical assistance he requiseich as
diversions or look-outs, stooges for his escapekwand the
escape itself. The siting and work on a tunnel imecan

practice a prerogative of Buckley's Escape Commijti@ho

named the leader of the particular tunnel and plexliany extra
help which the leader had not been able to rebmnself.’

‘Wings’ was the ultimate authority for all escggans, and he saw
his own primary job as creating the sort of priseBerman
atmosphere most conducive to escapes. He also [sed wmew
Intelligence Section, centralising the interrogatiof new prisoners,
intelligence-gathering and code-letter writing. id&erviewed all new
arrivals himself and wrote telegraphic reports dwent for the
Intelligence Section to render into code for theelewriters. ‘Control’
at home could identify the Iletters that containdtk tcoded
information. FIt Lt R G Stark, a New Zealander, amdchartered
accountant by profession, sat in on the interrogatiand acted as the
link between Day and the coders. Stark and Fg @fie§ who had
also been purged frofulag Luft recruited the coders from among
the non-escaping fraternity.

The Escape Committee had its own Intelligencd@®oivhich also
covered Security. The two organisations were gsitparate, but of
necessity maintained a close liaison.

Another innovation was the ‘ghost’ system, in effescapénside
the camp, aimed at never allowing the Germans taalolutely
certain of the total camp strength, or of the tat&ésing on any given
escape. As soon as an escape was about to takeoplac- sometimes
two — ‘ghosts’ were detailed. If the escapers edahe camp, the
ghosts went into immediate hiding. When roll-cati®k place the
ghosts would be among the missing, presumably gaascaped. This
left two spare men inside the camp ready to eseatb@ut the alarm
being raised. Ghosts were always prisoners who phadned their
own solo wire or gate schemes. If a ghost escapaather would go
into hiding, and the Germans, thinking he was smapee, would put
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out his description instead.

It was also during this period that the variousape activity
departments were established, each with its apgmbichief. Fg Off T
F Guest, a fighter pilot and pre-war tanner, was ipucharge of
Escape Clothing.

In the spring of 1942, as the new ‘tunnelling s@aspproached,
another escape aid was created — the ‘Duty Pistesn. ‘Duty Pilot’
was an extra task performed by pilots, on a rotisban all RAF
aerodromes, and included logging all personnelnish @ut. At Barth
the Duty Pilot sat at the window of a barrack blatknmanding the
gate into the compound and reported the arrivaldepérture of every
German. He had a series of skilful identity sketch&all the known
camp staff, and kept a log-book showing times afyeand departure.
A staff of runners followed the Germans’ progrds®uagh the camp,
warned the departments carrying out various illadtivities, and
reported back to the Duty Pilot. This system proeffictive and
became a permanent institution in officers’ and $Gfclosures in
all RAF prison camps.

When the officers were transferred from Barth, riggmberg and
Warburg toStalag Luft Il Buckley, now dubbed ‘Big X', expanded
the escape committee.

Three special sections were formed to deal withtkinee types of
escape: ‘Under’ (tunnelling); ‘Over’ (wire escapgeand ‘Through’
(escapes through the main gate). Flt Lt Ker-Ramgay put in charge
of underground activities, and PIt Off J C Wilsandharge of wire
escape schemes.

Lt D M Lubbock RNVR was another member of the cattes.
Back at Warburg Lubbock, a nutritionist, had worl@ad a formula
for a concentrated escape ration that would makmssible for an
escaper to keep going for a two or more weeks.élvere two kinds:
one made from a baked mixture of cocoa, milk powdegar and
vitamins; the other from raisins, and dried ceredljch one mixed
with water (preferably hot). They were known as gidand Goo
respectively, and were easy to carry, simple tomwgad digestible.

Other members of the ‘inner circle’ were Lt A SflReRlU SAAF,
advisor on escape schemes generally; Sgn Ldr NI'iddhl — known
as ‘Big I' — in charge of intelligence and the ‘tact’ organisation;
and Flt Lt G W Walenn, in charge of forgery.
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Sgn Ldr G D Craig was responsible for the custadg issue of
escape equipment, but in June 1942 was replaced/dyCdr E N
Ryder, who continued this work until the first pargo Schubin.
Personnel outside the committee included an Infoomafficer — Flt
Lt AM Crawley.

As the summer of 1942 progressed a mapping sectiare into
being, and later a ‘tin-bashing’ section to makehsthings as cap
badges, belt buckles, wire-cutters and gadgethéotunnellers.

A special Red Cross Parcels staff worked undettfid M Marsh
to identify and obtain, under the noses of the Gerrmensorship,
specially marked parcels from MI9 that were knowtdntain escape
materials.

In October 1942, with the departure of Day, Begkhnd many
members of the X Organisation to Schubin, the Cdiemiwas
enlarged under the new leadership of Sqn Ldr Bushielnow
consisted of:

Sgn Ldr R B Abraham in charge of clothing;

Fg Off N E Canton in charge of wire-escape schemes;
Lt-Col A P Clark USAAF in charge of Security;

Flt Lt R G Ker-Ramsay in charge of Tunnels;

Fg Off D E Pinchbeck in charge of Tunnel Security;
Acting FIt Lt D L Plunkett in charge of Maps;

Sgn Ldr N H J Tindal in charge of Intelligence acohtacts’;
Flt Lt G W Walenn in charge of Forgery.

When the new West Compound (later re-named ‘Nprtias
opened at the end of March 1943, the committeeistgasof officers
who had previously occupied the original compound:

Wg Cdr R R S Tuck in charge of Supplies

Acting Sgn Ldr C N S Campbell in charge of Carpgntr

Fg Off N E Canton in charge of escape food and -eseape
schemes;

Lt-Col A P Clark USAAF in charge of Compound Setyri

Sgn Ldr T G Kirby-Green in charge of the ‘Duty-Rilo
Organisation.

Fg Off G R Harsh RCAF in charge of Tunnel Security;

Flt Lt R G Ker-Ramsay, Member of Tunnel Committee;
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PIt Off C W C Floody RCAF, Member of Tunnel Comrait
Flt Lt H C Marshall, Member of Tunnel Committee;

Wg Cdr A Eyre in charge of Collation of Escape liigence;
PIt Off A Valenta (Czech) in charge of ‘Contacttéiligence;
PIt Off G Hill in charge of the Contacts Organisati

PIt Off R Marcinkus (Lithuanian) in charge of Esedptelligence
from newspapers, etc;

Flt Lt G W Walenn in charge of Forgery;

Acting FIt Lt D L Plunkett in charge of Maps;

Fg Off T F Guest in charge of Escape Clothing;

Maj D Jones USAAF, American Escape Representative

Upon the return of Wg Cdr G L B Hull from Schublre was put
in charge of organising labour. Another ‘Schubinitet-Cdr N R
Quill RN was co-opted as an advisor to Bushell.n&sv prisoners
came in fromDulag Luft other appointments were made and some
personnel dropped out, and after the ‘Great Esdapgdarch 1944 the
Escape Committee had to be re-formed owing to dlss bf several
key members.

In April 1943, when the old officers’ compound wasoccupied
by the contingent from Schubin, a new Committee feasied under
the leadership of Wg Cdr J R Kayll. It consisted of

Sgn Ldr R B Abraham in charge of clothes;
Flt Lt J F Clayton in charge of Maps;

Flt Lt A M Crawley in charge of Intelligence;
Lt D M Lubbock RNVR in charge of Food;
Sqgn Ldr T W Piper in charge of Security;
Flt Lt E H L Shore in charge of Forgery;

Flt Lt P Stevens in charge of Contacts.

On August 1943 Flt Lt W F Ash RCAF was co-optedtasnel
expert. In September Sgn Ldr W D Hodgkinson replaPiger as
Compound Security Officer. He was succeeded in M8¢4 by
Lubbock. The East Compound Committee continuedigform until
January 1945.

The NCOs’ escape organisation was known as ‘Thidy-Ha
Club’. As in the case of the X Organisation, upo& move to Sagan it
was augmented by escape veterans from other caknpsng them
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were FSgt R J Alexander frotalag IIIE Sgt A C Hunter from
Stalag IXG and, fromStalag VIIIB Sgt A Morris, who spoke fluent
German. Sgt S | Harrison, from Barth, was in chafg®rgery; Sgt G
James, a rear gunner, produced German uniform geicts as badges
of rank, belts and pistol holsters; Sgts R Stewad S H Bevan were
the chief ‘tin-bashers’, and Sgt Fripp carried dthvhis covert work
in the Parcels Office, identifying loaded parcelsni MI9. Sgt N H
Leaman, a new prisoner, was put in charge of thpardment
responsible for suborning the enemy.

As soon as they had the radio working, Petty @ffia Brims RN
was given the job of ‘zogging’ the BBC News to tb#icers’
compound each day by semaphore.

When the NCOs who had been sent to Schubin retumdpril
1943, Sgt Prendergast was put in charge of tumgelli

When they moved t8talag Luft Vithe ‘Tally-Ho' organisation in
‘A’ Lager was under the direction of WOs A Morriagain), J W B
Snowden, J Potter, W Wood, F Webster and J F Baallesf whom
had been sergeants when shot down. They were jonédt Lt Ash,
the Canadian who had exchanged identity with an M€Sagan. He
set up a tunnelling syndicate including Sgts (nows&)J Fancy, D
Flynn and W R Garrioch. WO Morris was in charge Edcape
Intelligence. FSgt (now WO) G J W Grimson organisedrading
system with the German guards, and soon at leasé thad been
‘turned’. Sgt Fripp, mentioned above, was a menalbé¢his section.

Civilian clothing was made by FSgt D E Burrows &t E E B
Le Voi. They also made German military uniformshwilhe help of a
new prisoner, Sgt R A Cleaver, who made belt-bicldied insignia
out of melted down tin-foil. The carpentry or maactiring
department included Sgt Frank Redding, who on @gasion made a
dummy rifle out of bed boards; Sgt L J Bevan, whaired and
polished said rifle to look like walnut and ‘bluesteel; and WO K R
Coles (a former sergeant), who made five dummiester up for the
absence of escapers.

In the course of its history, fifteen separateapscattempts were
made fromStalag Luft V] involving seventy-two prisoners; but only
two made a home run.

In army camps the RAF escape committees, asanctse of
internal camp administration, were under the a@mye of the earliest
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RAF representatives on the committee at Spangenberg©Q40-41,
was PIt Off H R Bewlay. From February to April 194Be
representatives were Wg Cdr H R Larkin RAAF, thei&eOfficer of
the air force contingent, and Flt Lt Crawley.

At Laufen in 1940 there was hardly any escaperosg#ion at all,
but Maj J S Poole of the King’'s Royal Rifle Corpgho had been a
prisoner in the First World War, was appointed BpscaDfficer.
However, the number of RAF and Fleet Air Arm prismat Laufen
was small, and all were transferredDalag Luft and then to Barth,
before any escape schemes could develop.

At Warburg the air force contingent was represgtige Wg Cdr N
C (‘Hetty’) Hyde, the senior RAF officer, Lt-Cdr @y and PIt Off
Bewlay

The one exception was Schubin, the only army camge early
Spangenberg days where the presence of army offit®rners was
minimal. After the first transfers of RAF prisondrem Sagan and
Warburg in September 1942 the head of escape wasL&gB G
Morris. He was superseded shortly afterwards byGilgKayll.

When the final purge came in from Sagan the esoagemnisation
was taken over by Jimmy Buckley and also known the X
Organisation’, as at Barth and Sagan. The main rtepats and
personnel were:

Wire-jobs — Lt-Cdr N RQuill.

Forgers (code-name ‘Cook’s Tours’) — Flt Lt E H hdge.

Tailors (code name ‘Gieves’) — Flt Lt J W G Paget.

Clothes dyers (‘Pullar’s of Perth’) — Flt Lt J WRaget.

Escape rations department (‘Lyons’) — Lt D M Lubb&NVR.
Escape Intelligence — FIt Lt A M Crawley.

Outside contacts — Flt Lt J Bryks, a Czech prisavtep spoke both
Polish and German.

Chief Intelligence coding officer — Sgn Ldr G D @ra

In addition to these departments there existeaikstop or ‘tin-
bashing’ section to produce gadgets and pipelioesif-pumps, and
the Security Stores (known as ‘Gamage’s’) whoseqrarel hid all
illegal property down tunnels and in false ceilinfigors and walls.

Because the Germans maintained permanent armemspaiside
the grounds and the barrack blocks, there was nyp Bilot system.
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The camp was now receiving ‘escape blankets’ fMl9. These
had secret markings to indicate how they couldutdéacmake civilian
suits. They were, however, of too good a qualitge Thard, almost
threadbare German issue blankets made much monasilgia
disguises.

A radio was being built with parts smuggled innfré&agan, and a
Morse procedure had been arranged with home fodirsgrdirect
communications to the camp. The radio, a cumbersaffiagr with a
condenser made of silver paper from cigarette packeas hidden
under the cement base of a tiled stove on the fidtic of the White
House.

Turning to the NCOs in army camps,Stalag 383unnelling was
carried out mainly by army prisoners as a numbehef came from
a Royal Engineers Tunnelling Company and some wermer
miners, while atStalag IVBthere were a number of extremely co-
operative French prisoners, whose Escape Committedsed closely
with that of the British. The chief of the FrenclscBpe Committee
arranged places on French working parties for wdelebscapers. He
took clothing and food to a nearby farm, and whke éscapers
arrived they were kitted out and given extra fond eailway tickets.

An RAF wireless expert, Sgt E J Gargini, built thest radio
receiver in the RAF compound at Muhlberg from bitgl pieces, but
the vital parts — the valves — were acquired byRttemch. He was thus
able to keep his compound up to date with the BB&wN (His
nickname was ‘Marconi.)

As in the case of the RAF officers at Schubinreheas also an
army camp that accommodated only air force NCOst WasStalag
IIE. The Escape Committee there was formed in Septehdgd and
consisted of Sgt D E Bingham (Camp Leader), Sgt BM¢Conchie
RNZAF (No 1 Barrack), Sgt K G Lewis (No 2 Barradgd FSgt W
Menzies RCAF (No 4 Barrack).

MI9 produced a ‘model’ for a POW Camp Escape Coie®)
which it outlined to aircrew who attended escape erasion lectures.
The escape set-up in most prison camps conformetigopattern,
although whether this was deliberate, or whethsiniply evolved out
of experience is difficult to say. Few of the leedeof these
committees, most of whom had been captured earthenwar, had
attended MI9 briefings, but the bulk of the workeriso formed the
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backbone of the escape organisation in each campattanded at
least one, at OTU, and sometimes another one or dwoan
operational squadron.

The Home Runs

Sadly, all this activity resulted in only thirtiiee officers, NCOs
and other ranks in camps holding air force persomaking home
runs, or reaching neutral territory or Allied linesthe West, by the
end of the war. Including one army officer and @%&S NCO who
were incarcerated iBtalag Luftsthe list of successful escapers is as
follows:

1. 17 April 1941 LAC J G Ward. From a working party near
Lissa. Stayed with Polish Underground until Januat945.
Repatriated via Odessa and reached Britain 21 ME34b.

2. 26 May 1941 Flt Lt H Burton. From Stalag Luft ] Barth.
Boarded Swedish ship at Sassnitz. Reached Sweti®mn back to
Britain.

3. 19 October 1941 FlIt Lt J T L Shore.From Stalag Luft ]
Barth. Boarded Swedish ship at Sassnitz. Reachesl&w Flown
back to Britain 29 October 1941.

4. 25 November 1941 Sgt D D W NabarroEscaped fronstalag
IXC, Bad Sulza, and in Vichy France interned at Fertlal Revére,
Monte Carlo. Escaped 23 August 1942 and reachedamshgvia
Marseilles and Gibraltar in October 1942.

5. 22 January 1942 FSgt J A McCairnsFrom Stalag IXC Bad
Sulza. Reached England via Spain and Gibraltarpiril A942.

6. 11 June 1942 Sqgn Ldr B PaddonThough incarcerated at
Oflag IVC Colditz, was on trial abtalag XXA Thorn, for an alleged
offence committed there in 1941, and escaped disduis a member
of a working party. Boarded Swedish shop at Dankty June.
Reached England via Sweden 7 August 1942.

7. 11 August 1942 Sgt K B Chisholm RAAF.From aStalag
VIIIB, Lamsdorf, working party at Gleiwitz with Sgt CNEcDonald
RCAF. Stayed with Underground in Poland and theBefgium and
France. Liberated in Paris by Allied Forces in Asiglo44.
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8. 11 August 1942 Sgt C E McDonald RCAF (American)From

a Stalag VIIIB Lamsdorf, working party at Gleiwitz with Sgt K B
Chisholm RAAF. Reached England via France, Spath @Gibraltar
on 24 July 1943.

9. 9 October 1942 FIt Lt H N Fowler.FromOflag IVC Colditz.
Reached England via Switzerland, Spain and GibraitaMarch,
1943.

10. 15 October 1942 FIt Lt H D Wardle. From Oflag IVC
Colditz, with Maj P R Reid RASC. Reached Switzedligour days
later. Repatriated to England via France, Spain &ilgtaltar on
6 February 1944.

11. 16 December 1942 Sgt P T Wareind=rom a working party at
Oflag XXIB Schubin. Boarded Swedish ship at Danzig. Reached
Britain via Sweden on 5 January 1943.

12 & 13.16 April 1943 Sgt M Cwiklinski (Pole) and Sgt E P
(Pole). From Arbeitkommando 57@Niwka), attached t&talag VIIB
Stayed with Polish Resistance until January 194acRed Odessa 30
April 1945 and repatriated to Britain.

14. 10 May 1943 FSgt H L Brooks RCAF.From a working party

at Tost attached t&talag VIIIB Lamsdorf. Remained with Polish
Underground throughout the war; repatriated via<9deand reached
Britain on 19 March 1945.

15. 10 June 1943 Sgt W Raginis (Polef-rom a working party at
Jaworzne, attached ®talag VIIIB Lamsdorf. Reached England via
Spain and Gibraltar in early December 1943.

16. 15 July 1943 Sgt P Bakalarski (Pole From a working party at
Jaworzne, attached ®talag VIIIB Lamsdorf. Reached England via
Spain and Gibraltar in mid-November 1943.

17. 17 July 1943 Cpl J V Byrne SAS From Stalag Luft V]
Heydekrug. Boarded Swedish ship at Danzig. Read@m&din via
Sweden.

18. 29 August 1943 Sgt J P DowdFrom a working party at
Grottkau, attached t&talag VIIIB Lamsdorf. Reached Britain via
Sweden in September 1943.
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19. 19 September 1943 Fg Off A F McSweyn (Australian).
Exchanged identities with an orderly in East Compubhbtalag Luft
lll, Sagan, and after transfer $talag VIIIB Lamsdorf, escaped by
tunnel. Reached England via France, Spain and [&bran mid-
November 1943.

20. 29 September 1943 Capt R B Palm SAARrom Stalag VIIA
Moosburg. Reached England via France, Spain anchl@&bin mid-
November 1943.

21. 29 October 1943 Flt Lt O L S Philpot.From Stalag Luft Iil
Sagan, through ‘Wooden Horse’ tunnel. Boarded Sstedihip at
Danzig. Reached Britain via Sweden on 26 Decemd4g.1

22 & 23.29 October 1943 Flt Lt E E Williams and Lt R M C
Codner RA. From Stalag Luft 1l Sagan, through ‘Wooden Horse’
tunnel. Reached Britain via Stettin, Denmark ande@&m on 29
December 1943.

24. 18 February 1944 WO C B Flockhart.From Stalag Luft V|
Heydekrug. Boarded Swedish ship at Danzig. Readrd@din via
Sweden on 9 March 1944.

25 & 26.24 March 1944 Sgt P Bergsland (Norwegian) and PItiC3

E Muller (Norwegian). From Stalag Luft 1l Sagan, through tunnel
‘Harry’. Boarded Swedish ship at Stettin. Reacheith® via Sweden
in April 1944.

27. 24 March 1944 Flt Lt B van der Stok (Dutch)From Stalag
Luft I, Sagan, through tunnel ‘Harry’. Reached Englangr&iar on
8 July 1944 and repatriated to England.

28. 3 April 1944 Sgt J Gewelber (Palestinian Jew aka ack
Gilbert’). FromStalag Luft V] Heydekrug. Boarded Swedish ship at
Danzig 15 April. Reached Britain via Sweden in M#®¢4.

29. 1 May 1944 WO J Branford. From Stalag IVB Muhlberg,
with Sgt J L N Warren RCAF. Stayed in Holland urité reached
Allied lines in September 1944.

30. 1 May 1944 Sgt J L N Warren RCAF. From Stalag 1VB
Muhlberg, with WO J Branford. Stayed in Holland ibhiberated by
Allied troops on 16 April 1945
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31. 11 July 1944 WO W G Reed RAAFFrom a working party at
Beuthen, attached t8talag VIIB Lamsdorf, with Sapper H Toch RE.
Boarded Swedish ship at Stettin on 14 July. ReadBei@in via
Sweden shortly afterwards.

32. 17 August 1944 WO G T Woodroofe RNZAFFrom working
party E381 (Olbersdorf), attached tétalag VIIIB Lamsdorf. Boarded
Swedish ship at Wismar on 25 August. Reached Britia Sweden in
early September 1944,

33. 20 August 1944 WO C RofeFrom working party at Beuthen,
attached tdstalag VIIIB Lamsdorf. Stayed with Polish Underground
and later Russian Cossacks. Reached Britain viacboson 18
December 1944.

This list does not, of course, include those efficand NCOs at
Sagan, Colditz and Heydekrug who worked their tickeme by
feigning illness and insanity — technically notestape — and does not
at first glance appear to greatly reward the Walic&6 strenuous
efforts to get men back. But it should be rememiéhat for every
home run from a prison camp, almost a thousan@d#vaders were
passed along the escape routes of Europe.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Note that the prices given below are those quotedybthe
publishers. In most cases a better deal can be obiad by buying
on-line.

Forming the Pathfinders — the career of Air Vice-Mashal Sydney
Bufton by Hugh Melinsky. The History Press, 2010. £14-99.

In 1927 the young Sydney Bufton, who had alreadlified as an
engineer, joined the RAF on a short service comomnsand learnt to
fly in Egypt. He saw squadron service in both theldie East and the
UK and did a tour as a flying instructor, followdy a two-year
course in aeronautical engineering. Granted a RentaCommission,
he served as an engineering officer and on thd sfaflraining
Command, followed by Staff College, from which hradpated on the
eve of war. Although nothing in his previous seevikould appear to
have pre-ordained it, Bufton was destined to se&hveughout the
conflict as a ‘bomber man’. After a salutary anthexing experience
as a staff officer with the Advanced Air StrikingprEe in France,
learning that Battles were hardly adequate for mo#erfare and that
the pace of battle, if not Battles, was apt toiglthing quick, he took
over 10 Squadron on 19 July 1940. A full tour edrhian a DFC and
command of RAF Pocklington before being postecht Directorate
of Bomber Operations in the Air Ministry on 1 Novieen 1941. Post-
war he served as AOC Aden, SASO at Bomber Comnaamifinally
as Assistant Chief of Air Staff (Intelligence).

It is, however, his service on the Air Staff whittarks him out as
worthy of a biography, although he never rose alibeerank of air
commodore during the war, and never held a comnframa 1941 to
1945. It is his time in the Directorate of Bombepddations which
forms the core of this book, with sixteen of itsetwy-four chapters
devoted to Bufton’s time there. As the title suggeBufton is most
famously associated with the formation of the Ratl#r Force in
Bomber Command. It was on this very issue that @uftuickly
found himself in conflict with the formidable figairof Sir Arthur
Harris, a prospect perhaps as daunting to mostandacing thd-lak
over the Ruhr.

As is well known to serious students of Bomber @mnd, the
Directorate of Bomber Ops was almost constantlpggerheads with
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the CinC Bomber Command throughout the War andhitial falling
out came over the very issue of forming the PatldinForce (PFF).
Although the concept of the PFF (or Target-Findifgrce as the
Directorate of Bomber Ops would have preferreditte it) was not
solely or originally Bufton’s, stemming as it ditbin the analysis by
others of operations by théuftwaffe’'s Kampfgruppe 100the
principal credit for its introduction into Bomber ofmand
undoubtedly belongs to him. As Melinsky shows, Boftpulled
together the previous strands of thought on th¢gestiand produced a
coherent and cogent argument for the adoption eystem which
would concentrate the best crews in a few squadopesating as an
elite force, which would literally find the targeand drop
concentrations of flares and incendiaries to create'‘beacon
conflagration’ and lead the main bombing forcettdhius improving
both navigation and accuracy in one fell swoop.ridaesisted, but
his stated dislike focorps d’eliteand to diluting experience across his
squadrons was not quite so unreasoning as eith@orBwr this
biography suggest. At the time the Command was weakoth
quality and quantity of aircraft, and was only abdeput some 300
aircraft into the air, and both Harris and his Grodommanders
believed that removing the best and most expergéerarews from
frontline squadrons would seriously weaken the destiip across the
force. Given the size of the Command at the tirhés too was a
perfectly cogent and probably accurate short teiewyvbut making
the best crews from individual squadrons the ‘testlers’, as Harris
suggested, would not have produced the long-terpnawements that
a dedicated marking force produced.

Initially rebuffed over PFF, Bufton sought to peade the CinC by
directly canvassing Squadron Commanders throughestigpnnaire,
and then representing the results to Harris in supyd the arguments
he had previously deployed. It does not appearaiee foccurred to
Bufton that going behind the back of a CinC in ertie canvass
evidence from his units so as to contradict him walikely to have
particularly positive results. Melinksy also quotagmiringly and in
full, the very lengthy letter Bufton subsequentBnsto Harris, not
only repeating the arguments for the PFF, but effetively accusing
the CinC and his staff of being out of touch anggasting wholesale
reform of the entire command structure at StatiGrpup and
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Command level. Being lectured in this way by a ffaore junior
officer from the Air Staff can only have causedeimge irritation at
High Wycombe, and including criticisms unrelateckedily to the PFF
surely only detracted from Bufton’s case. The PFE&s winally
imposed on Harris by Sir Charles Portal. With teedfit of hindsight,
Bufton and Portal were correct, and Harris mistakaumt Bufton’s
tactics and lack of diplomacy effectively poisondus future
relationship with the CinC. This was deeply unfogte for the
Command and for the Directorate of Bomber Ops.

It is arguable that Bufton and Harris shared aergaalities which
led to this conflict. Both were convinced of thghtness of their own
view and were unprepared to compromise, and edftéred from a
certain myopia. Harris felt that Bufton tried torde his ideas onto
Bomber Command and that he was also prone to belileea
‘shadow CinC’. These criticisms are not without sofoundation,
since the Air Staff with DBOps in the lead, issuadstream of
Directives to Bomber Command including, as Harr@nfed out,
during periods when such strategic direction wasfaronally in their
gift. The fiercest dispute between DBOps and th@CGiame over the
attack on oil. Bufton was in part responsible foe establishment of
the Combined Strategic Targets Committee (CST®@)dtober 1944,
and became its co-chair with an American officerigibally, the
CSTC had no representative from Bomber Command and
concentrated its attention almost exclusively dnBufton’s favoured
target system. Eventually, Sir Arthur Tedder, fréms position at
SHAEF and thus crucially outside the Air Staff ‘lnldd, forced
changes to the CSTC to broaden its consideratidnsah-committee
structure to include transportation. Belatedly, respntatives from
Bomber Command and SHAEF were also included irCiemittee.
Tedder, echoing Harris’s complaint regarding Buftonng to direct
the offensive, also criticised the CSTC for trybegdefine policy and
not simply select targets. Bufton would have beésewto include
Bomber Command and SHAEF from the start: to excltitem
initially from the CSTC was surely both short-sigthtand counter-
productive, making both suspicious that the Congwritivas simply a
vehicle to enable micro-management of bombing polfcom
Whitehall and further poisoning the atmosphere Witph \WWycombe.

Bufton’s achievements, including the PFF, weresagrable but
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this biography is determinedly uncritical as, faxample, when
praising Bufton's part in instigating the bombing €aen in
Normandy in early July 1944, an operation the valtievhich most
historians, and many contemporaries, are rightillyi sceptical. The
post-war chapters are decidedly thin and are paddeth parts with
material of little direct relevance to Bufton orshivork. There is
almost no analysis beyond what Bufton himself wratel thought,
which is simply reproduced uncritically. This may part stem from
the fact that the author has apparently based tbek valmost
exclusively on Bufton’'s own papers and has not atbed more
widely. At the level of a straightforward narratieé Bufton’s career
this illustrated and indexed 192-page softback ns imformative
biography, but it disappoints in two significanspects — its lack of
in-depth analysis when the subject almost compedsd an excessive
number of basic errors. Among the latter are: rggatihat Bufton
attended No 3 FTS in Egypt whereas the school thheseNo 4 FTS;
indicating that the satellite of Pocklington at lalirne was never
operational when Bufton’s old squadron spent mbshe War there;
mis-stating the number of aircraft lost on the DdRad; believing
that the entire bombing force circled over Dresdeat just the
master-bomber; promoting Bufton to Vice Chief, Agsistant Chief,
of Air Staff(Intelligence); and mis-captioning Viogs as Vulcans.
Regrettably, taken in the round these shortcomimggzn we still await
a more balanced assessment of Bufton’s strengths/aaknesses.
Sebastian Cox

From Auster to Apacheby Guy Warner. Pen & Sword; 2013. £25.00
The prolific Guy Warner's latest opus is a 312galjustrated
hardback history of No 656 Sqgn since its formatiori942 to date,
the first fifteen years of this period having bespent as an RAF unit.
That said, while the air force had elected to ‘htet AOP role, it did
not afford it a particularly high priority. This igery evident from
No 656 Sqgn’s wartime experience. The normal ‘scile’AOP units
was a squadron per corps of three divisions with ttight working
with each division. Despite RAF promises of addiéib resources,
these never materialised in Burma and the squadasobliged to
spend 1943-45 as the only AOP unit fighting thead&se, which
meant that each corps had only a flight and eaetsidn a mere
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section — one aeroplane, one pilot and four mersplbe being so
heavily overtasked, and operating under the mosnadeing

environmental conditions, the squadron was extrgreatcessful. It
established an enviable reputation, not least lgodocing some
innovative technigues to overcome practical ditties, eg by laying
up to two-miles of telephone cable by air. No 65 Stayed in the
Far East after the war and flew throughout the yedaEmergency,
this period also including the Korean War which Wéaralso covers.

What comes across throughout this period is thmarkable
similarities between the activities of the Austeitsi and those of the
corps reconnaissance squadrons of the RFC. Thamriiunction, of
course, was the registration of guns and the cdrafuartillery shoots,
but it also involved reconnaissance and photograpghg latter
particularly in Malaya, and in Burma even contaatrpls with the
troops using an orange umbrella to make themseaive® readily
visible through the dense green foliage. An Ausitas only slightly
more sophisticated than an RES8, of course, anddbald involve
some extreme operating conditions for the pilots the first Korean
winter they were obliged to stuff their flying kitith newspaper to
provide some insulation from the cold. The domeati@angements,
especially in Korea, could also sometimes resenthtse of the
trenches of WW | — bunkers ankle deep in water iafested with
rats. All of this, and more, is described in copsidble detalil,
amplified by frequent first-hand accounts provitydseterans.

It took time, but the lessons of WW Il (and WWngre eventually
learned and the Army gained complete control ofitsaffairs with
the establishment of the Army Air Corps in 1957 wNan army unit
and, from 1964 onwards, flying helicopters, No &&fh soldiered on
in Borneo 1961-69, and Hong Kong 1969-77, beforeobeéng UK-
based in 1978. From there it was deployed to Rhad&v9-80, took
part in the Falklands campaign of 1982 and flewthe Balkans
between 1996 and 2002 before equipping with theséeae Apache
which it has since operated in Afghanistan and &iby

All of this is covered in the same detail as th&FRera. My only
criticism is that, while most of the complicated vaments of the
squadron and its many semi-autonomous sub-unith (@fits Auster
flights could be hundreds of miles from the HQ ahén further
dispersed as sections) can be reconstructed frematirative, | would
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have appreciated these being summarised in an Appérhat is the
only omission, however, and the other standard ragipes — lists of
COs and of honours and awards, and a roll of horowre all
provided, as is an extensive index.

From Auster to Apachis a well-written account of a remarkable
squadron and, while only some of its history waans@s an air force
unit, the book is a worthy addition to the anndlthe RAF.

CGJ

From Borneo To Lockerbie — Memoirs of an RAF Helicpter Pilot
by Geoffrey Leeming. Pen and Sword, 2012. £19.99.

This is the second ‘helicopter book’ offered fewiew in the last
six months but this one covers a wider perspecthen Roger
Annett's The Borneo Boydn reviewing this 220-page, illustrated (32
photographs and 8 maps) and comprehensively indbeaetback, |
should declare an interest, since the author aservded together at
both Tern Hill and in FEAF. Our paths then diverdaat crossed
again 43 years later as we both belong to a groogwk as ‘The Old
Rotors’.

This book is not a cerebral account of great efsator moment,
rather it is the straightforward story of an offigalot typical of the
period from the early 1960s. It is told in a directd uncomplicated
manner. In Leeming’s account we learn somethinchis:childhood
and ambitions to fly; his route to the cockpit, @auth Cerney; thence
to a Flying Training School before the fate whiafdl many in that
era — the right hand seat in a V-bomber. The deofiflee Valiant saw
Leeming, and several others from that force, mavectary wing
flying. His account of grappling with the Sycamoresometimes
called the ‘sick a lot" — with its single and trapsse mounted,
manual, collective pitch lever and throttle wilirghe memory buds of
many in this society. From there to the Whirlwindk MI0O and the
almost inevitable posting, regardless of being iedrand under 25, to
the Far East. We read of Leeming’s struggle withgtofessional and
personal pressures to be faced and the clashessaritk of those in
authority. | thought his comments about an erswvhquadron
Commander, however, to be far too generous from amn
experiences of the man!

Following his return to the UK, Leeming recourltg twists and
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turns of his career and the highs and lows whichewand probably
still are, the lot of most aircrew officers. Muclh lceeming'’s flying
was associated with search and rescue and helzEssania matter of
fact style the trials and tribulations of, for exae operating the
Whirlwind 10 over the most inhospitable of terraind in weather
conditions when most of us would wish to stay aldtbre is no false
bravado or exaggeration and Leeming makes muclhefessential
teamwork and the close bond which exists among® &ews at the
sharp end.

The book concludes with the tragic aftermath ef destruction of
PanAm Flight 103 at Lockerbie and the distressiffigcts it had and
of the loss of a crewman, and close friend, imirgj.

In summary, this account is a good read and wilrest many in
this society. In the wider context, the story Leegniells will strike a
chord with many who set out on an RAF flying cargethe early
1960s. In the historical arena, it will prove, ieays to come, to be a
valuable insight into daily life in the RAF for gpical aircrew officer.

My only real ‘gripe’ is the dust jacket. This shew Whirlwind
without the kink in the tail boom, no skid, an amgiexhaust that
would look more at home on a Morris Minor and aseatze of radio
aerial blades and wires. It also has no winchpalgh the absence of
the sand filter, an enormous and useless piecé afekghing 84 Ibs
and turning the nose of the aircraft into a paiffdking boil, is
plausible for the period.

Colin Cummings

Fading Eagleby lan Watson. Fonthill Media; 2013. £25.00.

In Fading Eaglethe author sets out to chronicle ‘the politics and
decline of Britain’s post-war air force’'. It is aovthy subject for study
but this 256-page hardback is only partially susfidsFirst off, there
are errors of fact, which must undermine the réademfidence. For
instance: No 8 Sqgn did not operate Foxes in Adérerichard Brats’
were Halton apprentices, not Cranwell cadets; Wpauesion approved
in 1923 set out to create a balanced metropolitafore of fifty-two
squadrons, not to ‘arm Fighter Commaaut)(with a total of fifty-two
fighter squadrons’; the statement that there wasMarshall plan to
benefit from’ in the early post-war years is difficto reconcile with
the fact that the UK was actually the largest biersly of that plan;



174

the RAF fielded fourteen, not seventeen, Javelumdopns in 1960;
and the routine V-Force QRA commitment was one raftcper
squadron, not four per station. There are alsottlingeinstances of
misused terminology, as in the Secretary of State Air being
referred to as the Air Secretary (a very differeaast), and there are
some dodgy captions; a photograph, tentatively tifiedd as a
Bulldog, is of a Grebe and a three-ship of ‘Siskare actually Moths.

On page 239 there is a reference to the book'm¢gto proof'.
Unfortunately the subsequent proof reading leftr@ag deal to be
desired. The pictures of Meteors on p73 and Hurens/6 have both
been reproduced upside down — these formations eleady inverted
at the time — and one still comes across residualichted words and
incomplete sentences. More worryingly, however,reghare some
uncomfortable instances of inappropriate words deused, for
example, incredulous for incredible and shear fares;, we are told
that the contribution made by female personnel rican be
underestimated’, which it obviously can, and the5d®9 surely
represented the British aircraft industry at itsitte— not its nadir.

The structure of the book is wedge-shaped, wiidb say that the
narrative tends to become more detailed, and titehgvmore florid,
as the account develops, punctuated by lots ofifspégures relating
to the projected and/or actual size of the RAF atious times.
Because they are so precise, these figures hawurpably been
drawn from authoritative documents, the SquadrontteRes
periodically produced by the Air Staff perhaps, @efence White
Papers, or the minutes of Air Force Council/Boamktings, but we
are not told, because no sources are cited. Indegdnd a list of six
books recommended as further reading, there is ex®n a
bibliography.

Despite its limitations, the book covers mostloé salient points,
including the 1957 Sandys White paper, the CVA-Gbale, the
TSR2/F-111/AFVG/Buccaneer saga and so on. The ssicte of
increasingly damaging defence reviews are dealh,witach one
tending to result in the air force (and the otherviges) being
required to do more with less and ultimately praumgka recent
suggestion that the RAF should be abolished, gppraighat Watson
views with horror.
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He has a strong case but, unfortunately, it is wea#t by the way
in which he presents it. His narrative lacks dikog— a page-long
digression on the handling of LMF during WW |I, forstance, is
quite irrelevant, as are an account of the DoelitRaid and a
comparison of the organisational structure of tikebdased American
air forces of WW Il, compared to that of the RAF.hNMg such
diversions distract from the main theme, the pnoble exacerbated
by the author’s writing style. The timeframe temolgump about a bit,
which | found confusing, and there is an overinduaice in the
vernacular, so we have instances of ‘a hell ofta ‘leo kidding’, ‘for
the chop’ and even ‘buggering about’ so that soassgages read more
like tabloid journalism than reasoned arguments kvident that the
publisher has done this author absolutely no faobecause, apart
from the previously noted failure to provide a catgmt proof-reader,
this book really needed an editor to impose sog@uri

So - should you buy this book? Difficult. Whilam obliged to be
critical of it, 1 cannot bring myself to condemn ecause | am, of
course, heavily biased in favour of what it hasay; the problem is
the way in which it has been said. Watson predeiatsase with such
passion that | felt that | was being haranguedherathan persuaded by
rhetoric. | suspect that most members of this $paigll feel much
the same. But, if you do elect to read it, be wdrthat you will have
to contend with convoluted sentences like this one:

‘Now that nightmareié the Cold Wayr was receding fast, but
despite already developing concerns about theliggabf an
unbridled Eastern Europe all going their separagswand the
ever-present concerns of the flashpoint that was Niddle
East, with various unsympathetic countries at laadtar as the
West was concerned, no one was prepared to givehep
opportunity to reinvest taxpayers’ money in a meméghtened
fashion and also, of course, convince the Russfatisve were
all friends now.’

This is not an isolated instance, so you will ustend my
observation on the need for an editor?

All of that aside, Watson’s heart is in the rigitice. Towards the
end of his book, he laments that, despite the WH&ging the fourth
largest national military budget, its fewer thanOJD0 regular



176

soldiers, a mere eight combat squadrons and n@#icarrier means
that it is far from being the fourth most formidabhilitary power. It

is difficult to argue with that, which is, along tia spirited defence
of the preservation of an independent RAF, the tpthiat the author
ultimately wished to get across — and, after aifeste does.

CGJ

The Air Staff and AEW by Chris Gibson. Blue Envoy Press; 2012.
£9.95.

In describing Chris Gibson'8attle Flight in Journal 55 this
reviewer made a passing reference to the lengtity sff the RAF’s
acquisition of an AEW capability. In this 50-pagé Softback Gibson
amplifies that particular tale, beginning with tinearmed, Al Mk V-
equipped Turbinlite Havocs of 1941 which were inteh to find and
illuminate a target which would then be engage@iyccompanying
Hurricane. Moving on, a 15-foot rotating Yagi akmaounted on a
Wellington and feeding an ASV MK Il radar was swssfally trialled
as early as 1942, although the project was noupdrsAs a counter to
He 111s air-launching V1s in 1944 another idea lves a
Wellington fitted with ASV Mk VI being used to detea target and
vector a Mosquito night fighter onto it. In trial88 out of 40
intercepts were deemed to have been successfula Assult the
system was deployed operationally but, unfortugatdle first patrol
coincided with the last Heinkel sorties. Some sp@celevoted to
H2S’s Fishpondfacility and to the Americaadillac project, which
involved the installation of an AN/APS-20 radarTBM Avengers,
which was just becoming operational as the Paaificended.

In the UK there were some early post-war trialsthwan
ASV Mk VI installed in, of all things, a Hamilcar ,Xbut all work
associated with what would become AEW was suspeiiue®48.
Fighter Command’s experiments with some borrowedtilees
(AN/APS-20 again) in 1952 is covered before thénauembarks on
an extensive examination of ASR387 of 1971, itsessor, ASR400
of 1976, and the projects that they inspired. Theeee many and
various, most being adaptations of the VC10, BnianBAC-111,
Andover and/or Argosy airframes. These involved esdmmovative
ideas on how to install the radar with the optiogsadually
crystallising as an aerial housed in a rotatingsdbrsaucer’ or
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separate fore and aft scanners installed in fadnasd tails as per the
eventual ‘winner’, the Comet-based Nimrod AEW3. kihile,
while the RAF had considered acquiring some setamdl ex-USAF
EC-121s in the 1960s, ASR394 had finally producemes hardware
in the form of the venerable Shackleton fitted wilkien more
venerable, WW ll-vintage, AN/APS-20s salvaged froedundant
FAA Gannets. Entering service in 1972 as a shont-tstop-gap,
‘short’ turned out to be nineteen years! The evananswer — the
Boeing Sentry entered service in 1991 bringingrtead a search for
a practical solution that had lasted some fiftyrgea

All of this, and much more, is explored in soméadeand at some
length with the narrative being further illuminatdy the many
illustrations — general arrangement drawings ofousr projects and
artist’s impressions of what some of them mightehkboked like had
they ever entered service. Since most of themdaibe materialise,
however, there is inevitably a strong whiff of ‘wh#i but that only
serves to add to, rather than detract from, what risally interesting
tale. Recommended
CGJ
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ROYAL AIR FORCE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Royal Air Force has been in existence for nibes ninety
years; the study of its history is deepening, aodtinues to be the
subject of published works of consequence. Fretntadn is being
given to the strategic assumptions under whichtanjliair power was
first created and which largely determined poliayd aperations in
both World Wars, the interwar period, and in tha ef Cold War
tension. Material dealing with post-war history new becoming
available under the 30-year rule. These studies impmortant to
academic historians and to the present and futwmbars of the
RAF.

The RAF Historical Society was formed in 1986 toyide a focus
for interest in the history of the RAF. It doeslsoproviding a setting
for lectures and seminars in which those intereistélde history of the
Service have the opportunity to meet those whoiguaated in the
evolution and implementation of policy. The Socidglieves that
these events make an important contribution tgé#renanent record.

The Society normally holds three lectures or sansira year in
London, with occasional events in other parts oé ttountry.
Transcripts of lectures and seminars are publigh#ee Journal of the
RAF Historical Society, which is distributed fred charge to
members. Individual membership is open to all wath interest in
RAF history, whether or not they were in the Sesviélthough the
Society has the approval of the Air Force Boards ientirely self-
financing.

Membership of the Society costs £18 per annunfantlder details
may be obtained from the Membership Secretary, d2k Dunham,
Silverhill House, Coombe, Wotton-under-Edge, Glatesshire. GLI2
7ND. (Tel 01453-843362)
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THE TWO AIR FORCES AWARD

In 1996 the Royal Air Force Historical Society ddighed, in
collaboration with its American sister organisatidhe Air Force
Historical Foundation, th@wo Air Forces Awardwhich was to be
presented annually on each side of the Atlantiacgéoognition of
outstanding academic work by a serving officer ioman. The RAF
winners have been:

1996  Sqgn Ldr P C Emmett PhD MSc BSc CEng MIEE
1997  Wg Cdr M P Brzezicki MPhil MIL

1998 Wg Cdr P J Daybell MBE MA BA

1999 Sqgn Ldr S P Harpum MSc BSc MILT

2000  Sgn Ldr A W Riches MA

2001  Sgn Ldr C H Goss MA

2002  Sgn Ldr S | Richards BSc

2003 Wg Cdr T M Webster MB BS MRCGP MRAeS
2004  Sgn Ldr S Gardner MA MPhil

2005 Wg Cdr S D Ellard MSc BSc CEng MRAeS MBCS
2007  Wg Cdr H Smyth DFC

2008  Wg Cdr B J Hunt MSc MBIFM MinstAM

2009  Gp Capt A J Byford MA MA

2010 Lt Col AM Roe YORKS

2011  Wg Cdr S J Chappell BSc

2012  Wg Cdr N A Tucker-LowBSO MA MCMI

THE AIR LEAGUE GOLD MEDAL

On 11 February 1998 the Air League presented thealR&ir Force

Historical Society with a Gold Medal in recognitiof the Society’s
achievements in recording aspects of the evolutbrBritish air

power and thus realising one of the aims of thegueaThe Executive
Committee decided that the medal should be awarddddically to a
nominal holder (it actually resides at the Royal Force Club, where
it is on display) who was to be an individual whadhmade a
particularly significant contribution to the conduaf the Society's
affairs. Holders to date have been:

Air Marshal Sir Frederick Sowrey KCB CBE AFC
Air Commodore H A Probert MBE MA
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