
TAVISTOCK CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an invasive green beetle from Asia. It was 
discovered in Michigan in 2002 and has since spread to 35 states and five Canadian 
provinces. It infests only ash trees, and it kills them.  
 
Tavistock was alerted to the threat by the Delaware Division of Forestry 15 years ago 
and since that time has monitored the street ash trees on Severn and Taunton Roads 
for signs of infestation. The community has been informed of the threat and efforts at 
annual meetings held in the Talleyville Fire Hall.  
 
The first EAB infestation in Delaware was discovered near Hockessin in 2016. This spring, it 
was discovered here in Tavistock. It has been already been confirmed in 14 ash trees south of 
the circle by the State Park entrance on Garden of Eden Road. 
 

COMMUNITY RESPONSE 
 
The Tavistock Street Tree Committee will manage the maintenance and removal of infested 
street ash trees as it becomes necessary. 
 
HOWEVER, MANY HOMEOWNERS ALSO HAVE ASH TREES IN THEIR YARDS. The care, 
preservation, maintenance, and take-downs of these yard trees are the responsibility of the 
individual homeowners. 
 
The State has provided the attached information sheets: 
 

• A fact sheet about the EAB and steps homeowners can take. 

• A decision guide to help homeowners decide whether to try to save a tree or let the EAB 
infestation run its course and kill the tree. 

• A sheet with photos of the bark and ash leaf configuration to help homeowners identify 
ash trees on their property. 

 
RESOURCES 
 
A number of state agriculture schools have joined to create the Emerald Ash Borer Information 
Network to provide answers to questions about EAB, as well as links to other EAB-related 
websites. 
 
Homeowners with questions about the ash trees in their yards (not just Severn and Taunton 
Roads) can contact Frank Maderich by phone at 302.478.5798 (H) or via email at  
famaderich@gmail.com. Frank can also help residents get information from the State. 
  

IMPORTANT ALERT 
 

The Emerald Ash Borer is infesting ash trees 
in Tavistock. 



 
  



 

 

 



  



  



 


