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calendar between the years
1151 and 1154 AD.







No I am forty; I think. Things
get a little fuzzy as part of the
initiative.
e
Time does not flow the :
when you are projecting.

AN 7
and it might take only a few i
minutes in my time. ":,
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. 1AM on a ship, AND I am here.
They call it "projecting.”
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You can go forward in time, but
going backwards is done through
a process of quantum projection.

Look, it's complicated. [am an ~ *
operator, not a scientist. %

_:ka.,_-

“
—_—






ancestor’s tomb to prevent my
cousin from using artifacts found
there to bolster his claim to the clan.
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But when I climbed the stanrs, I saw
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At the end of the battle, only I
survived, or so I thought.
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another Oni, and I thought I saw
Tenshi.
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It was a long day, there was battle,
much death, and some sake.

Either way, either she flew up there
or appeared out of nowhere, but she
did not belong. Helpful as she was.




She was not alone. There was an
Oni, different than the rest.




It was the starmetal in my grandfather’s swords that
made them black. I am told that is also the reason I
was able to dispatch these Oni in the manner I did.




We stood silently for a few moments.
Then, I heard something behind me
and I turned to investigate.
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'First Ranger” herseifi
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forget what | knew and that
knowledge could not be accepted.
I would be disgraced.

Rangers So I took the tunnel
I chose life.
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He is an expert tracker, a skill he learned
from Native Americans, namely Sihu and
her brother Sahale.




q: \

CJ's wife and children were murdered. He left
the Texas Rangers to track down the killers.

Sahale went missing while trying to help
Charles locate those responsible.

Sihu later joined the Initiative, and is a
trainer in survival and tracking.



Of course, we know now it was not "people” at all who did the deed.
CJ tracked them out into the badlands where he learned the truth.
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He found a particularly nasty Oni, near a
strange stone construct.
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We believe this construct was an attempt to
build some sort of rift stabilization device or
maybe even a portal.
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Charles, being a man of action, engaged the Oni.

Hold on a second. What is a Rift? Why would
these creatures try to build something like this?
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The truth is, we don’t know that much about the
Oni, or the rifts. We have information provided
by some sources, and we have guesses.

U Latte 5 ¥

Information provided by whom?

That isn’t really important. What I am saying is
our universe is not the only one. A rift is where
the neighboring universes are temporarily in
phase, allowing passage between them.

We believe the Oni use these rifts to travel
from thier universe to ours. Rifts however are
very unstable and dangerous. So, we believe that
they were trying to make a device to safely
return to their own universe.



We don’t know. There are particular isotopes
and cellular structure to the stone used, and
it was brought from a long distance away to

this very specific place.

I How does a stone construct turn into super high technology
that even people from the future can’t understand?









: We can’t bring things back. We send teams of spies, technicians, and engineers
ahead of the rangers to aquire or build equipment ahead of an operation. e
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The nano particle accelerator is actually quite a crude
device by today’s standards, and could be created using
available materials, though with difficulty.

!
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5 ‘ 5 The armor was much more difficult to produce. We can spend a long time before an
) OP preparing. Years in some cases. Preventing an operational portal is a priority.
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Dynamite is easy enough to find though, and
was all they needed to destroy the structure.




* :
Sure. However, although we can build it, the
material for the power cell is very hard to
obtain. We will always use a local solution to
solve a problem when we can, preserving our
tech for critical use or future operations.




Like, why I am "tellihg you t'his-.

‘Well, technically we work for the
same government.
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what I am experiencing here, but I can’t give them information in real time.
Even in the 24th century they still cannot read my thoughts.
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News Source
NewAngeles

13
WENAC

A)Q»‘ : \
g% Murder in Colony Security Warehouse’? At least 5 dead. GBI: “No Comment”

y Tiﬁ‘any Calais on scene
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News Source
NewAngeles
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Tiffany Calais is on the scene with more. Tiffany?
F
y Colony Security Warehouse: 5 dead. Tiffany Calais: “Strange shapes in body bags” §

/| Tiffany Calais on scene ¥
no large group is occupying the location.” “We send patrols frequently to maintain public safety.” | Sports [ MLB | BO LAD 0 - NYY (
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j Colony Secunty Warehouse: 5 dead. Tiffa

I Tiffany Calais on scene
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Cultists may operating here inside the city.

#% Colony Security Warehouse: Tiffany Calais: “Hazmat team on way to scene” =
Y Tiffany Calais on scene \
Iting the report as reposterous and noting that “There is no wa 0dZllla woula Tit In the Sou (o] O%U oway. Ill unsubstantiated |
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Everyone is out. Gunter and Jo-Jo are trying
to buy some more time. I hope it does not
cost them their lives. They are good men.

We need to go. We can discuss that later.
















I don’t think that matters. He was there, and is clearly dangerous, as
D'yavol predicted. The only thing I wonder about is why he didn’t go
looking for our “ally.” He went straight to the scaled ones lair, and
then disappeared into the north tunnels. Completely the wrong way.







The reputation has served our purposes, and
the purpose of D’yavol. It may still be useful
when the time does come to move on. But for

now, we need to stay on course.

We need not fear the government as long as we
continue to fool their patrols. They do not have
the manpower to come look themselves.

Besides, we all know nobody really cares what
happens in the ruins. They barely care what
happens in the stretch. You have to be almost
downtown proper before they pay attention.
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- We should get going
- though. It is dangerous to
be above ground after dark.

‘ Yes. Maybe D’yavol will
\ ‘ have more insights.

I do not care what he likes to be called. I
care only for our people and our cause.

And you.
L\ \ g

He will discard us as soon as he has what
he wants. But for now, he is useful; and his
information, however he gets it, is good.




Ah. My Priestess, to what do |

owe the pleasure? | must say,

I much prefer the official garb.

Yes. The curious adventures of my pursuers.

It seems they seek my associates but may

still not know I am here.



But we cannot underestimate them. I have been
close to completion before only to have many years

Y -

of work destroyed. They have many advantages.




Let us not forget they are the denizens of the ivory

towers. Who hold all the power and wealth.







And who gets nothing at all.







Ha ha ha.. Of Course. Nonetheless, here we are, both relying on each

other to provide a chance for a better life for our respective peoples.

A goal toward which | have been working for years beyond your imagining.
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And | will not be stopped this time. Not by the Rangers or the GBI or compassion for our

adversaries. They will not show any to you, despite the apparent restraint in this one case.

We are very close now. We have been able to predict the actions of
those forces. It is this new player that has me worried. If his
reputation is to be believed we will need to be very careful indeed.




(0
Wit
bl




—

INDEED. IT IS A STRANGE TALE | HAVE
TOLD YOU. BUT I SWEAR IT IS TRUE.
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INDEED. IT IS A STRANGE TALE | HAVE
TOLD YOU. BUT I SWEAR IT IS TRUE.
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I have to ask. Who is the girl? SHE IS CALLED RANA. SHE WAS Lost? In the north tunnels?
LOST IN THE NORTH TUNNELS.

PERHAPS CAPTIVE IS A BETTER TERM. You let the wolf hunt alone
BULLIWYFE FOUND HER WHILE HUNTING.

= .

in the north tunnels?
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I NEVER SAID HE WAS ALONE. [ CAN'T STAY HERE

IN THIS PLACE ALL THE TIME. | NEED FRESH AIR. \

= THEY WERE CERTAINLY NOT EXPECTING US, THAT IS ‘
FOR SURE. THEY WON'T BE BOTHERING ANYONE ELSE.
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WELL IT IS, AND IT IS NOT. IT BEARS THE
MARKING OF A CLAN ALLIED TO THOSE I SEEK.
\ l IT WILL HELP LEAD ME TO THEIR MASTER.

I WILL TREAT THEM AS THEY TREATED MY
FAMILY AND MY VILLAGE.

NO MY FRIEND. IT IS VENGEANCE. BUT MAY IT
COST ME MY VERY SOUL, I WILL SEE IT DONE.

w 2, g | %
i “\ YOU ARE A GOOD MAN BRAND. | WOULD DRAW MEAD OR

Ll

. BLADE WITH YOU IN ANY REALM. IF | LIVE THROUGH THIs — !

VENTURE, | MAY YET TAKE YOU UP ON YOUR OFFER.







