Community Notes & News

FRANCISCAN SISTERS O F THE ATONEMENT
August, September & October 2014

oNature, herself, i1Is teachi us
transitoriness of all things outside of God and His heaven.
But lest the lesson of the falling leaves and the
withering flowers should cast us into morbid and
unprofitable musing upon death,) a
as a means, our Mother, the Churjch
to Paradise where we behold all gloriousre  -blossoming and
| uxuriant fruit ~ age of earthps

~ Words of Mother Lurana Mary White, S.A.
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-We Joy in God® at the Mot he

~ by Sr. Mary Pat Galvin ~ House Coordinator ~

Within these recent three months of August / September / October we have shared man
holidays and special feast days with each other as well as our usual activities of the monthly
Days of Recollection, monthly House Meetings, birthday celebrations, monthly bingo activity
night, and so many other moments of shared life. It draws us to really reflect on the multiple
way s Wehlayin Gao ! ! !

Augustwas a time of transition on the Graymoor Grounds as Sisters responded to new Missior
experiences ~ the comings and goings were highlighted by gatherings to give thanks for the
iyeso of commitfweets h eOmgeodbysiywnwifi H 9Sr s . Rene
Spaulding and Roberta Southwick. Then on August ®1e s h ar wetcomé u rwi fi h
Srs. Hope Marie Fulkco, Frances Flynn, Mary Mulligan, Eileen Waldron, Eleanor White, and
Mary Trinitas Mayer. A joyfilled trip to Cold Spring for a summer treat Mo o Mo 0 O
Ice Creamalso took place!

Septembenlways brings out enjoyment in our annuabor Day Picniadrawing closure to the
summer season. Ouknnual Sisters Retreavas held the week of September™1&ith

Rev. Senan Taylor, OFMCap as the Retreat Director ~ it was a trulytifeg experience for

all of the retreatants. The other highlight of the month wasfAoanual Fall Area Meetingn

the 27" with 36 participants ~ it was a real gift of deep sharing on our draft Mission and Vision
Statement s. We -Aalesao Meeltd ngd 6 moni our Resi
October 2é the 12 participants were actively
proposed Mission and Vision Statements.

Octobero f cour s e, al ways provides wus with th
St. Francis Day ~ Covenant Day ~ Corporate Reception. D@lyaring these Feast Days with
our Friars and Associates is a real blessing! This yeatatioweenwe had a special hour of
BINGOi n the afternoon with multiple AcharacH
for all and we followed up with cider and fresh donuts!

For some it would seem to be a contradiction of terms that
our most precious moments3®Y IN GODcome with the
passing of one of our Sisters into the gift of eternal life!
But for us, as women of faith, this is our reason for being
and our greatest cause for joyat-one-mentwith our God! bleSS you
On October 1% Sr. Margaret Mullin passed on to h !
eternal reward while residing dturana Health Care May the Lord
Residence Great joy was the reality as Sr. Margaret peace-

fully entered into her heavenly abode while in the presence keep yOU-
of Sr. Jacinta and several faithful friendé\Heluia!!! May He ShOW

~ WE JOY IN GOD ~ His face

ef ef ef ef ef ef

May the
Lord




Comings and Goings &

This past August was a time obming and going ~ going and comifa our Sisters in re-

sponse to the fdncal/l to missiono! Il n Fr an
Ayeso of our Sisters in responding to the
AFoll owing in the spirit of St. Franci s &

we are missionaries who wi (Fatefidsovet#63) g o s p e |

Pictured above areSisters Roberta Southwick, Leila Spaulding and Rene Dragtour
Motherhouse gathering of sharing duig o o d bryAeigusi 19, 2014. Sr. Roberta is going
toSt . Ant honyidAssis ltadys $r. Ldeilanto thBeanciscan Centrén Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada. Sr. Rene to thashington Retreat HougeWashington, DC.

For the sake of
the Mission!

Pictured above are:Sisters Hope Marie Fulkco, Frances Flynn, Mary Trinitas Mayer,
Mary Mulligan, Eleanor White, and Eileen Waldromt our Motherhouse gathering of sharing
our fiwelcom® to Graymoor ministries on August 31, 2014. Sr. Hope Marie camergma
Health Care Residencé&rs. Frances, Mary and Eileen cameOwr Lady of the Atonement
Retreat HouseSr. Eleanor came to thiRastoral Care Departmergnd Sr. Mary Trinitas came
totheSi sterso Gift Shop

AWe strive also to be instruments of just
Body of Christ. € Through prayer and mini
the prayer of Jes ué¢Curred Mikseonh Statemént) may be one



Lurana Health Care Residence
~ by Sr. Theresa Ann Clarizio, Co -Coordinator ~

We wish to express our sincere and deepest gratitude to Sr. Mary Sarah Dolan and
Sr. Eileen Waldron for their contributions to the Sisters and Staff at the Lurana Health Care
Residence over this past year. Your ministries and services were very much appreciated.

As summer turns to Autumn, we would like to extend a warm
owel c ome 6 SrtEteanbrWhite (right) in Pastoral Care,
and Sr. Hope Marie Fulkco (left), who will minister on
night-duty. Sr. Hope Marie is also known to some of us, as
0OThereds Hope today! o6 And it
much needed in our lives and in our world today!

In addition to these two Sisters, we would also

|l i ke to extend a warm 0

| Nursing Supervisor, Ms.Bernadette Alexander
(left). We are deeply g

| added presence to our Staff and we wish her all

the best in her new responsibilities.

oWel come and

Ordinarily , summer is a time to slow down for rest and relaxation. Itis a time to get rejuvenated in
body, mind, heart, spirit and soul! We were offered the opportunity to do just that by participating

I n our Si stersd Annual Retreat gi ven by Fr .
Sunday Scripture study with Sr. Pat Burke, and also the continuing reflection series with Ms. Maryann
Martinez on ORefl ections on @&ouls FrfFeed Mkkle, IOFM. Cap.e d .
comes for confession and the Anointing of the Sick is given by one of our Atonement Friars, Fr. John
Keane, SA. To continue the journey of refreshing our spirits and souls, we attended the Holy Hours
offered for vocations, and for those women who suffer from the trauma of post -abortion; there
were also the First Friday conference reflections given by Sisters Margaret Sikora, Clare Francis
Murphy, Theresa Cristina, Rosanne McDonald and others. These summer days offered us many days
for reflection, along with several Community and National feast days and holidays.

During these last days of summer , other important happenings also occurred such as our annual
Area Meeting, the Resident Dining Committee meeting with the Morrison Food Service Staff, our
once-a-month House meetings, hairdresser days and meeting with the visiting hygienist who cares for
our Resident Sisters unable to visit the local dentist. Those are just a few more things to add the
enrichment of our lives.

~

Last, but not least , we all know that to live a balanced life we need not only work, but 6 p| aMe! o
did this by celebrating a number of birthday parties, playing BINGO, enjoying treats and enjoying
our Labor Day picnic! We thank the Morrison Food Service for putting out a variety of mouth -
watering picnic foods ~ way to go, Food Staff! Thank you! Do we know how to party, or what?

Until next time,  know all of you, our Sisters, friends and readers are in our prayers.
May you have a safe and holy holiday season in the next coming months!



OurO0J OY | nNAct@i®, GEvénts & Experiences

Sisters gathered together for
enjoyable afternoon by the
Hudson River in Cold Spring,

A speceameetrc
Moo Mooés | ce
was a highlight to the excursi

Ty —

In Photo (L-R): Sr. Barbara, Sr. Eileen, Sr. Roberta, Sr. Frances, Sr. Margaret Marie, Sr. Hope Marie, Sr. Marjorie,
Sr. Mary Laetitia, Sr. Margaret Ann, Sr. Ann Kathleen, Sr. Consiline, Sr. Mary Nestor, Sr. Rene & Sr. Nancy




;—\\L 13 What a lovely day we had. Although it was a little warm
we had no rain

Benefactorso Day all a gift from God.

Saturday, September 6, 2014
Franciscan Sisters
of the Atonement
Graymoor, Garrison,
New York

It was wonderful having close to fifty of our friends and benefactors as
well as Sisters, Priests, musicians, helpers, cooks, all gathered
together to express gratitude for so many blessings in our lives.
Thanks to all of you who helped sponsor this very special event.

Gratefully,
Sister Eilish, Development Staff and all our Sisters.



JUStICPeacé. Integrity  of Creation

~ by Sr. Margaret Sikora ~

In early October , | read a column by my old friend, Fr, Robert Gregorio in the Catholic Star
Herald , the Camden Diocesan newspaper. He writes a regular column called On Behalf of
Justice. He has inherited his parentsd strong sense of

poor of Camden when they lived in the suburbs, and it was not popular to reach out to the
poor there. As | thought about mid -term elections, this column came to mind which touches
on two very different justice concerns that bear the same root. It is reprinted here with the
permission of the author and of The Cat hol i c Mdnaging Bdieor, @all Hefers.

Profitable industries, complacence with the status quo

ORecently , | suggested that the main reason for the virulent hostility we see toward both
undocumented immigrants and to universal medical insurance is raw greed. Two different
concerns share a common opponent in a national flaw, a rapacious surge to grab and hold
every last dime, and the heck with the poor. This kind of Scrooge McDuck avarice gets lionized
in the entertainment and news media as some kind of national virtue, to be taught to our kids
early. It glorifies ruthless individualism and it loathes concern for others, putting it out of step
with the Gospel i assuming that matters to Christians. Immigrants, or rather refugees fleeing
often for their lives, are painted as threats to the labor market even though they perform
valuable labor shunned by native born citizens. And health insurance for all is tarred as
socialism, a McCarthy -era epithet used even to finger gift  -giving Santa Claus as a commie
because of his red suit.
Another problem  we have because of our insatiable desire to acquire is our failure to
shrink our carbon footprint, our consumption of carbon -based fuels like coal, gasoline, and
natur al gas. Letds face it: there is a not i ncons
profits mightily from our assuming we have the right to devour limited fuel resources as
though there were no tomorrow. Or children to populate this tomorrow. This industry runs
commercials promoting our support of extracting na
what it has done to the drinking water and environment of natural gas fields. These ads want
us to pester our representatives to deregulate the process so they can run roughshod over
those who suffer. Laws provide the only safety barrier. Yet they want our help in getting rid of
them in the name of smaller government.
Another industry , mammoth but increasingly rivaled by foreign manufacturers, is the
auto business, which could have produced fuel -efficient engines generations ago but did not.
For decades it bought up and buried patents for better cars. It has gotten us to accept $50 and
$60 tank refills. This inflation ripples through the economy as industries dependent on moving
their products to market pass on the mark -up to you and me.
So | propose combining some familiar ideas. What if we used the sun as a power source?
What i f on garage roofs there were solar panel s, t
Israel cannot very well buy petroleum from middle -east unfriendlies? And what if in those ga-
rages there were cars that ran on battery power gotten from those panels? In Germany they
have widely distributed public recharging stations. Technology works to boost the capacity of
present batteries and to make this kind of innovation more distance -practical. Since the world
has the means, as is evident abroad if not here, to cut far back on our dependence on two ma-
jor industries, can you smell the fear generated by the inability to sell sunshine, and by the in-
evitability of post -petroleum cars? It would be a stretch to say that God will relieve the poor by
confounding the rich once this scenario arrives. Or would it? Christians know that the greatest
commandment the Lord left us is love. This is not evident when people are kept poor artifi-
cially not just by two industries but much more s
guo we know is wrong. We candt say we | ove i f we <c
(Continued on next page)



JUSticPeacé. Integrity _of Creation v

~ by Sr. Margaret Sikora ~

(continued from previous page) Christian congregations , where the full Gospel is preached, still
blanche at homilies saying that people are more important than profit or property, and that

the gifts of material creation are intended by the Creator for the use of all and not just of the

fortunate who are white, American, employed, with home, food and clothing. Since our
economic thinking is governed more by what we have rather than by what the less fortunate

are unjustly kept from having, homilies like these unsettle worshipping stock -holders.
But preaching the full Gospel necessarily means comforting the afflicted and afflicting the
comfortable.

God equips everyone  with a conscience. So | suspect that the massive abandoning of church
membership by the conscientious young stems from their judgment that false religion is

a scam for the well off when the well off do not give evidence that we have a God -given
obligation toward the poor, despite a visceral fea
My question: How am | being challenged to act for justice, rather than be

complacent with the status quo?

"We need, above all, to change our convictions and attitudes, and combat the globalization
of indifference with its culture of waste and idolatry of money. We should insist upon the
preferential option for the poor; strengthen the family and community; and honor and
protect Creation as humanity's imperative responsibility to future generations.
We have the innovative and technological capability to be good stewards of Creation."
~ Pope Francis, Assisi Summit, Spring 2014

"Harping Against Hur

& ~ submitted by Sr. Denise Robillard ~ & &

S

i

On Sunday, October 26, 2014 , local New York youth , teen & adult harp players joined
together in concert  to raise awareness about those who are hungry in our region and to help
raise funds to re -stock the food pantry of Franciscan Bread for the Poor, Inc., a non-for-profit

charitable ministry of the Franciscan Friars of the Holy Name Province.
All proceeds went directly to St. Francis Breadline to help those in need.
The concert was held at the Roman Catholic Church of the Epiphany, 239 East 21st Street, NY, NY.




News from thASSOCIai&@jram

~ submitted by  Sr. Dolores Fenzel , Director of Associate Program ~

e

_| The celebration of the Transitus of our Holy
« Father St. Francis with the Associates
.| joining the Franciscan Sisters of the Atone-
L) ment from Mission San Juan Bautista,
Y, Madera, Bakersfield and Hollister, Califor-

/| nia took place on Friday, October 3rd.

We celebrated with a prayer service to
__ |remember the passing of St. Francis.
| Sr. Dolores Fenzel, Associate Director, led
= L I the Transitus prayer servic&Ve prayed to-
gether and then celebrated together. It was thoroughly enjoyed by eachTdfeugathering
offered us the opportunity to see the joy that emerges when our Associates and Commun
members gather together for prayer.
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Associate Menthd @WSfrom British Columbia

~ From San Juan Bauti st a, California € TO é

Visiting Sr. Bettie

in British Columbia

Sr. Teresa (left) and Sr. June (right),
Associate Mentors currently missioned in
San Juan Bautista, California,
visited Sr. Bettie Wilms (center),
in British Columbia, Canada during their
summer home-visit in July 2014.

It was a great visit with the sharing
of many stories and, as you can see,

Sr. Teresa Sr. Bettie Sr. June many happy smiles!

SRR ) w.— ‘\M i3 a7, 7 g a7 3 e A ~ H
SEH RN PP TN PPN k¥ NGreetings from all



Associat®eat in Washington, D.C.

~submitted by  Sr. Mary Electa Barber , Associate Mentor in Washington, D.C. ~

On September 28, 2014, Associates gathered together at the Washington
Retreat House for a day of prayer together. It was here that East Coast and
West Coast met, as Sr. Thomas Marie from Madera, California was the
retreat director, and she was assisted by two of the California Associates:
Barbara Burroughs and Gilda Puglisi. Sr. Mary Electa, Associate Mentor in
the Washington, DC area, coordinated this special retreat.

Left to Right: Ellen Hanyok, JoAnn McCarthy, Kathleen McFarland, Above: Sr. Thomas Marie shares the

Sr. Thomas Marie, Sheila Kelly, Gilda Puglisi (California), Mary Ann symbols of Covenant Day.
Tretler, Sr. Mary Electa, Marlene Vikor & Consuelo Powell _

Right: Consuelo lights
a candle, while
Gilda looks on.

Below: Kathleen washes
the hands of Joanne.

Sr. Thomas Marie shares the story of the first Covenant Day.

September 28, 2014 ~
held at the Washington Retreat House

Above: The Retreat was directed by ove ant
Sr. Thomas Marie (center) and Da
assisted by California Associates Symgols

Barbara Burroughs & Gilda Puglisi.




