
 
 
Tom and the Mysterious Garden (Inspired by The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson 
Burnett) 
 
Tom was a curious boy who loved exploring. One day, while staying at his uncle’s big old house, 
he found a locked gate in the backyard. Thick vines covered the rusty door, and a small keyhole 
glinted in the sunlight. 
 
“I wonder what’s inside,” Tom whispered to himself. 
 
The next morning, while playing near the house, he noticed something shiny in the soil. It was a 
small golden key! His heart raced with excitement. Could this be the key to the secret gate? 
 
That evening, when everyone was inside, Tom tiptoed to the garden. He slid the key into the 
lock and turned it. Click! The gate creaked open, revealing a hidden garden filled with colorful 
flowers, tall trees, and chirping birds. 
 
“It’s beautiful!” Tom gasped. 
 
For weeks, Tom visited the secret garden every day. He cleared the weeds, watered the plants, 
and watched as the flowers bloomed again. It felt like a magical place, just for him. 
 
One day, his cousin, Lily, saw him sneaking away. “Where are you going?” she asked. 



 
Tom hesitated, then smiled. “Come with me.” 
 
Together, they took care of the garden, turning it into the most beautiful place in the house. And 
in that magical garden, they became the best of friends. 
 
 
--- 
 
This story captures the mystery and charm of The Secret Garden while keeping it simple for 
young readers. 
 


