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West Grove  

United Methodist Church   

Pastor DJ Choi 
      

   300 North Guernsey Road 

West Grove, Pa.  19390 

 Phone: 610-869-9334 

Star 
2026       June 

Dear West Grove Church Family, 

I would like to share with you an update on West Grove United Methodist Church’s One 

Board Transition.                                                        

In alignment with our new vision, the Vision Team made a unanimous decision at the Vision 
Team (Church Council) on June 27th to move toward a One Board structure for a spiritually 

healthy and efficient church administration. With the approval of our District                                 
Superintendent, Rev. Steve Spittman, we will now proceed with the nomination process to 

form a One Board structure. This board will consist of 9 voting members, as well as the                
Pastor(s), Lay Leader, Lay Delegate to the Annual Conference, Treasurer, and Financial             

Secretary, all of whom will serve without voting rights. 

The Lay Leadership Committee will hold it’s first meeting on June 8th to select nominee           

candidates. Once 9 nominations are confirmed, a Special Charge Conference will be held on    
July 5th, where a final vote will officially transition the church to the One Board structure      

immediately. 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to all committee members of Finance, 
SPRC, and Trustees, who have faithfully served. We encourage you to continue serving our 
church through other ministries. In particular, we would be grateful if the current Trustees 

members would continue their service as the Facility Care Team, just as they have been    
doing. You will report to and coordinate with the Trustee Chair of the One board, Vision 

Team. 

As Senior Pastor, I would like to share the expectations for the 9 voting members of the       

Vision Team:  

  1. Worship – Must faithfully attend and worship at Sunday services for at least                    
   two-thirds of the Sundays throughout the year.                                                          

  2. Discipleship – Must be an individual who practices discipleship through Bible study. 
  3. Fellowship – Must serve in at least one area of ministry other than Vision Team.   
  4. Stewardship – Must be a faithful giver before God without shame.         

  5. Prayerful Life – Must be a person who lives a life of prayer. 

These qualifications are nothing extraordinary — they are simply the basic commitments of a 
confirmed United Methodist Church member. Please pray that the Lay Leadership Committee 

will nominate the 9 leaders whom God has prepared. These individuals will be entrusted with 

making crucial decisions that shape the present and future of our church.                                      

In Christ, 

DongJin Choi, Lead Pastor 
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NEWS FROM PETER AND TIM MULLEN FROM BLANTYRE IN MALAWI 

Dear Beloved Congregation 
 

I’m in Malawi with a group of students learning the Chichewa language. With our son Tim, we 

flew to Addis Ababa and are assisting teachers in classes at the Rays of Hope Academy in the 

southern town of Blantyre. 

I’m being trained as an assistant teacher in English, the national language. 

I found the reading topics for the children absolutely pertinent to the problems facing all      

society, which moves my heart, and piques my interest. 

I told Mrs. Sita, the teacher I will support, that I wish I had had the same depth and        

thoroughness, and applicability of the reading material that these students are receiving. It is 

remarkable. 

Malawi is the 5th poorest country in the world! Most kids never finish elementary school, 

which is public, however inadequate. 

Secondary schools will be (at least in part) paid for starting soon. This is the reason that so 

many never finish high school. 

Rays of Hope is the organization providing support in government schools. 

Few people have cars, and roads which are paved are riddled with potholes. Myriads of people 

walk on the sides of the streets and avoiding them is challenging! Some streets are simply dirt. 

What a remarkable experience Tim and I are having! You can view the southern city of     

Blantyre on Google Maps but nothing compares to being here! 

We stay with the family of John Zakeyo, whom Tim met in his late 20’s in America. John was 

studying with Urban Promise of Wilmington, DE. He married the beautiful woman Wanangwa, 

and they have Karsten, 6 year old son, and Kay, 10 year old daughter! 
 

Blessings to all! More to follow… 

PS I am not an English teacher but who knows what will happen? 



 3 

 

Our “Giving” Bible verse for the month of June is found in                                  

1st Corinthians, Chapter 16 vs 2: 
 

“Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, 

As God has prospered him that there be no gatherings when I come.” 

 

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, next to Romans, is his second longest surviving letter. It deals 

with a number of problems and issues both secular and sacred that were not only causing               

confusion but outright division within the church at Corinth, such as; immorality, the role of            

women, the reality and relative importance of spiritual gifts, future resurrection and so on. It may 

well have been that it was the division and strife within the church at Corinth that troubled Paul 

the most and may be why he devotes one whole chapter to the subject of love. This particular 

chapter, Chapter 13, has become one of the more well known passages in all of Scripture.                 

According to my notes, it has been read at more than half of all the weddings ever performed. 

 

There was a lot going on in the church at Corinth that needed Paul’s attention. Apparently,                

generosity wasn’t one of them. Paul doesn’t mention anything about giving until the very end of his 

letter, where he states, almost in passing, that he has instructed the Churches in Galatia to take 

up a collection for the Christians in Jerusalem and he expects the church in Corinth to do                   

likewise. Never bashful, Paul goes on to say that he is planning to stop by for a visit in the near  

future on his way back to Jerusalem, so have your offering ready when I get there. Enter our giving 

verse for May, where Paul tells the Corinthians to start the process now by setting aside money on 

the first day of each week from the previous week’s earnings. 

 

Although not explicitly stated, I think the lesson for us from Paul is to make our giving a habit. By 

setting aside something for the Lord’s work on some kind of a regular basis, be it daily, weekly,    

bi-weekly, or monthly, our giving ceases to be an obligation. It becomes a matter of routine that 

like prayer, daily devotions, regular Bible study, Sunday worship transforms us, enriches us, and 

brings us closer to God and to each other. One more thing, it struck me as more than interesting 

as a I was looking through 1st Corinthians through the lens of giving that the King James version 

uses the word charity in place of love throughout Chapter 13. All of the other translations simply 

say love. The last verse of this chapter famously states that “for now these three remain faith, hope 

and charity but the greatest of these is charity”. Certainly a giving heart is a loving heart. 

 

Looking ahead, the Bible verse for July will be taken from the book of Hebrews, Chapter 10 vs 24 

where the writer suggests that our generosity can be contagious. 
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COMMUNITY GARDEN 

WISH LIST 

*T-posts (approximately 16-20)     

*Fence wire    *Top soil    

*Digging pitchfork 

*Trowel    *Garden rake-Hoe 

Spring is on the way and with it the wonder of nature unfolds.  

You are invited to join in our community garden. No commitment to heavy lifting or                                  

long hours  required.  Even if you only have time to volunteer a half hour a month your help would 

be very much appreciated. Contact Judy Gambill at 610-389-7242 or jlg456@epix.net 

DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED 
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Registration for Children or Register to volunteer at: 

http:vbsmate.com/Westgroveumcwestgrovepa 

http://vbsmate.com/Westgroveumcwestgrovepa
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Hooks, Needles, and Knots, Oh My! 

No Experience Needed to Join.  Hooks, Needles, and Knots, Oh My opens it’s 

doors year round  to everyone regardless of your skill level.                                               

You don’t even need to know how to knit or crochet to participate.                                       

Experienced members are happy to guide newcomers, sharing                                                         

patterns, tips, and encouragement.                                                                                              

We are working on items for church projects, charities, and loved ones.                                                                    

Come for the conversation and camaraderie, and discover a new passion!                                                                    

Contact person is, Shirley Daddario at shirleydad@verizon.net 

United Women in Faith Rummage Results 

Our church’s United Women in Faith’s rummage sale was a 

wonderful success, raising $4,107.85 in sales.                                   

These funds will support both local and global outreaches,             

helping us extend care and ministry beyond our walls.                             

We are deeply grateful to everyone whose hard work,                           

commitment, and generosity made this event possible. 

The next rummage sale is October 2nd 3rd. 

9 

Staying Healthy with Chair Yoga 

Chair yoga sessions at WGUMC continue thru the summer.                                                                        

We meet every Tuesday, at 1:30 pm sharp to 2:15pm in the sanctuary with 

Julissa Sanchez who is our certified yoga instructor who also                    

instructs at the YMCA in Jennersville.                                                         

Wear comfortable clothes, bring your water.                                                                                     

A minimum $5 donation is appreciated. No person will be turned away if a 

donation is a hardship.                                                                                          

Together, let’s take steps toward healthier living, one gentle stretch at a time! 

Bring a friend! 

United Women in Faith Women’s Tea                             
Date: Sunday, September 13th, 2026 at 3:00pm.                                      

Where: West Grove United Methodist Church                                             

Who: All Women  -   RSVP: Sign-up in the narthex                                                                        

Join us for a delightful afternoon at our annual Women’s Tea!                    

This special event is a wonderful opportunity for fun, fellowship, and                   

celebration. We invite you to bring a special friend in your life—whether it’s 

your mother, daughter, sister, or a cherished  friend—as we honor and uplift 

the women who mean so much to us. Enjoy tea, treats, and meaningful                     

conversations. Let’s celebrate together! 
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RAP CELEBRATES LONGTIME RAP LEADER SARA ANN RAMBERGER 

RAP NEWS  

THANK YOU SARA ANN RAMBERGER!    
    

RAP was created in 1997 when a group of women, led by Hazel Hassett, met with Pastor 

Mel Leaman and discussed a new program to bring together the retired people of the 

church and the retired neighbors in our community. R.A.P. (Retired Active People).               

Sara Ann Ramberger was at that meeting.  
      

RAP has been growing and expanding over more than 20 years under the leadership of 

Sara Ann.  She has been a great leader, planning the meetings, finding speakers for each 

meeting, and arranging for people to make desserts, set up and help cleanup.  
  

Her leadership had a lot of moving parts but she kept the program alive and well.  A few 

years ago she developed committees to help with the programs.    
   

This year Sara Ann decided it was time for her to slow down a little and let someone else 

take over the reigns. Sara Ann will still be attending RAP, but will be able to just sit and 

enjoy the programs. Our new leader, who will have big shoes to fill, will be Sandy Pardoe. 
       

Sara Ann, we are so very thankful for your leadership over these so many years. Thank 

you for all the wonderful RAP memories you have given us! We love you!    
 

Thank you Sara Ann for a Job Well Done !!!!                                                                                               
 

RAP Committee  

Continued on Pg. 8 



 10 

 

RAP….CONTINUED…... 
 

On May 8th, we held our final event of the season, marking a special occasion for everyone 

involved.   The highlight of the gathering was the recognition of Sara Ann's dedicated   

leadership over the years, and organizing our RAP luncheons.   To honor her                         

contributions, attendees enjoyed a delightful potluck, sharing a variety of delicious            

homemade dishes and warm conversations.   
 

The afternoon was further enriched by a wonderful musical performance from the                

West Grove UMC Memory Bells. Their talent and enthusiasm filled the room with                  

beautiful melodies, creating an atmosphere of celebration and gratitude.  Special thanks 

go to Joan Leaman and all the bell ringers for their outstanding performance, which was 

deeply appreciated by everyone present.  
 

As we wrap up another successful year, we extend our heartfelt thanks to all who                    

participated and attended the events throughout the season.  We eagerly anticipate the 

next season and look forward to seeing everyone again in the fall.  Enjoy your summer.   
 

 

The RAP Committee 
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Pg. 10 

Youth Director at: youthdirector@westgroveumc.org with questions or for more information. 

 

Another school year has come and gone! We are so proud of all of our Preschoolers, they all 
learned important skills throughout this year and we wish our PreK students best wishes as 

they leave us for Kindergarten in the fall!                                                                                     
Our last month of school was very busy with a fun and exciting Trike-a-Thon, which included 

some new additions this year! We added a couple of bounce houses as well as a food truck for 
a fun morning of fundraising! We also held field days and special end of the year                  

ceremonies/activities for each of our classes with our PreK graduation ceremony ending                    

our year. We were busy for sure!  

I would like to give a special Thank You to the CMO Board for stepping in to dedicate their 

time while providing Chapel Time for the students. I would also like to thank Shirley Daddario 
for attending our graduation ceremony and handing out the Bibles the church so graciously                  

provided for each graduate.  

Now for some rest! 

Abbie 

Children’s Morning Out —( CMO) - News 
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 CRAFT &  CHAT CIRCLE  - JUNE 14TH! 

Thank you Laura for leading the flag project!  

Hey Craft Friends!  Guess what? Our next Craft & Chat Circle is right around the corner- Sunday, 

June 14TH  at 1:30 PM in the narthex.   This time, we're diving into a super fun project: we will be 

making shadow boxes bursting with button flowers (and maybe a few adorable critters for that extra 

sprinkle of cuteness). The whole thing is just $6 - and that includes everything you will need to 

complete the project.    

HIGH FIVES FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  Big thanks to everyone that brought baby wipes last 

month!  We collected 23 packages for the food pantry! What a awesome team effort!  

Bring the fun, Bring the laughs! Can't wait to see you all there for another crafty, laughter-filled  

afternoon.  Bring your creativity and let's make something special together!  
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VOTE FOR OUR NEW CHURCH LOGO 

ROUND #2  

                 #1                                              #2 

        UNITED 



 14 

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember For June 
 

June 1st  -  June  4th     CMO Summer Camp           June 2nd     Yoga Class/Tuesday Bible Study 

June 3rd   Divorce Care            June 5th     Hooks, Needles & Knots, Oh My! 

June 8th - June 11th  CMO Summer Camp             June 9th    Yoga Class 

June 15th - June 18th CMO Summer Camp      June 16th      Yoga Class 

                                                Hike & Ice Cream 

June 19th    Hooks, Needles & Knots, Oh My!      June 21st     Father’s Day  

June 23rd     Yoga Class             June 27th    United Methodist Men’s Breakfast 

June 28th      Talent Show & Dessert Night       June 30th     Yoga Class 

   * * * COMING IN JUNE * * * 

 

Next Meeting:  
 

WEDNESDAY, June 3
rd

 

CONTACT: 

MARYALICE MILLER AT 

maryalicekmiller@gmail.com  

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 

Many packages of baby wipes were donated in May 

and many parents with little ones were very happy to 

receive a package. Thanks for responding to our 

monthly requests. 

Our collection items for the month of June will be shampoo and conditioner.  

We are always looking for additional food pantry volunteers who are able to carry 

bags and cases weighing 40 or more pounds. If this is something you could help 

with, even if just once a month, please contact Joan Leaman at 

(jmleaman@comcast.net) 

West Grove UMC Food Pantry 

Weekly Hours: 

Wednesday: 5:00 - 6:00 pm. 

Thursdays: 1:00 - 2:00 pm. 
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BIRTHDAYS   IN  JUNE 

06/03 Dave Talley 

06/04 Natalie Eason 

06/05 David Lytle 

06/07 Jordan Howard 

06/11 Craig Fackler Jr. 

06/19 Sally Levine 

06/23 Alison Aucott 

06/25 Maryanne Covington 

06/25 Keira O’Neil    

06/25 Diana Smith 

06/27 Heather McCummings 

Have a question about the UMC, it’s worship (what is Pentecost?), beliefs (what is repentance?),  

the sacraments (what do I need to know about baptism?),  or the UMC in general (are all Methodist 

churches part of UMC)?  https://www.umc.org/en/who-we-are/ask-the-umc-faqs 

 

 

The United Methodist Men hold a monthly breakfast at the 

church. There is time for scripture, sharing, some speakers and 

lots of fellowship.   

We meet on the  

Fourth Saturday of each Month, 8:00 -9:30 am.  

Next meeting is June 27th  

There is no breakfast in the month of  December. 

More information will be shared as plans are made.  

All men and boys are invited to attend.  Contact Michael Duvall 

with your questions.  (mwduvall@aol.com) 
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~ Encounter ~ Empower~ Engage ~ 
At West Grove UMC, we love God by encouraging Our community to be followers of Christ.. 

Office Hours: Monday—Friday 
 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

 

 

Staff   
 

 Rev. DJ Choi, Lead Pastor, 
pastor@westgroveumc.org 

 
 

The Reverend Jim Mundell - Associate Pastor,      
Chaplain at Jenner’s Pond 

 Jim.mundell@westgroveumc.org 
 
 

Mark Rome - Youth Director 
youthdirector@westgroveumc.org 

 

April Spencer  -  Church Administrator   
Office@westgroveumc.org 

 
 

Betsy Smith - Traditional Music Director 
Contemporary Music Director   

Keyboardist 
Betsy.smith@westgroveumc.org 

 

Bill Pardoe—IT Director 
billpardoe1@gmail.com 

 

  

Abbie Gruscavage—Children’s Morning Out Director 
cmo@westgroveumc.org 

 

 

Maira Tena—Sexton 
sexton@westgroveumc.org  

 

    

Sunday Worship Service 
                9:27 am. 

 

Christ Servant Ministers 

Mike DuVall, mwduvall@aol.com 
Dan Elliot,  Financialadmin@westgroveumc.org 

 

 

Board and Committee Leadership 
 

Dick Stuhrke - Chair Vision Team (Ad. Council) 
   

Dan Elliott Financial Administrator, Chair of the Finance 
Committee. 

Priscilla Barkman - Trustee Chair 

Open  - Treasurer 

Joan Leaman, Financial Secretary 

Cindy Hoover -  SPRC Chair  

DJ Choir - Missions Chair 

Dick and Caryl Stuhrke - Hospitality Committee Chair 

Open -Delegate to Annual Conference 

Pastor DJ Choi - Chair of Lay Leadership Committee  

Shirley Daddario -  U.W.F. President 

Susan Paisley - Prayer Ministry Coordinator 

Joan Leaman—Emergency Food Pantry Coordinator  

Amy Castaldi - Nursery Coordinator 

Cindy Hoover — CMO Advisory Board Chair 

Sandy Pardoe — R.A.P Coordinator  

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR WEEKLY (WGUMC) 

CONSTANT CONTACT EMAILS?   

We publish a Weekly West Grove Wednesday edition which features upcoming events or events that have 

popped up unexpectedly.  Also a Saturday Sneak-a-Peek about the sermon on Sunday and other 

information, including our newsletter, and a link to the current week’s bulletin.   

If you are not receiving these two emails, perhaps you elected to unsubscribe or they are being treated as 

spam and are going directly to trash.  

If you are missing out and would like to be on the list, email April Spencer, our Church Administrator, at 

office@westgroveumc.org or call the office at 610-869-9334.  She will be happy to add you to the list! 

June  2026 

 

~ Encounter  ~ Empower  ~  Engage~  
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