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Happy October! 

September was great. We raised over $550 during Coins 4 Kids month, supporting Michigan 

Major Project - thanks to all of you!  We celebrated Elks National Patriotism Week (Sept 7-13) 

and received our Proclamation from the Mayor of Madison Heights and recognized our ‘25-‘26 

Americanism Essay and Coloring contest winners during a ceremony on Friday Sept 11th. 

We hosted our Elks Metro District #4200 dignitaries at both Lodge meetings this past month 

for our annual DDGER and DVP/DVC visits. We received a lot of useful feedback, and our Lodge 

is in good order!  

Clawson-Troy Lodge #2169 initiated 4 new members this month. A warm wELKome goes out to 

our newest members Paula Marie Carr, Jacob Porter, Susan Gibeault and Andrew Schott along 

with recent initiated members Raj Agrawala, Raymond Muzzin, George McMahon Jr., Leslie 

McMahon, Leonard Stesney, Jeff Otto and Matt Scarano.  

We are thankful for new members and my ENF challenge to initiate 50 new Members remains. 

Remember this contest, I'm already saving money so I can pay the winner’s ‘27-‘28 Lodge 

dues. Guests are welcome and encouraged to join us as Elks! 

Call for future leaders! We are at ½ way through the Elk year and we are looking for lodge 

leadership. Our Lodge needs folks that are interested in making a difference. It takes a lot to 

run an Elks Lodge and all members are encouraged to consider joining the Lodge Board. If you 

are interested in learning more, please attend our upcoming Lodge Meetings on October 8th 

or October 22nd at 7:30pm.  

When I was nominated to be your Exalted Ruler for a second time, I began a lot of work travel 

and have not been able to be at the Lodge as much as I’d like but know that I am available to 

receive your feedback, concerns or questions by phone or at a Lodge meeting. Please 

remember we are not just a bar/club, we are a community of members who care and make a 

difference together, supporting veterans, youth and our communities through volunteerism 

and charitable giving – your opinion and support matters!  

We have a number of fun events in store for this coming month and we need volunteers, see 

details below and sign up today! 

 

mailto:erelks2169@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities 

October 3rd: Reverse Raffle Have dinner and win some prizes!  
 

October 6th: Blind Draw Cornhole at 7:30PM 
Elks and their guests – let’s play some cornhole! No skills necessary – come play 
for fun! 

 

October 8th: Lodge Meeting at 7:00 PM 
All members are welcome to attend.   

 

October 9th: Family Feud at 7:00 PM 
Just like the game show. Bring some friends and/or family.  Hosted by Ed Sager. 

 

October 10th: Crafting Through the Holidays 12-3 PM LIVE Band Smokin’ 45s at 
7:30. Flex your creativity then rock out to some oldies 

 

October 11th: Lions Game at 4:25 PM  
Come watch the Lions take on the Cardinals and bring a dish to pass. Doors open 
at 3:30 

 

October 14th: L’Kettes Bunco at 6 PM 
 

October 16th: Trivia at 7:00 PM   
Are you smarter than a fifth grader?  Find out. Hosted by Sylvia Johns 

 

October 17th: Karaoke Hosted by Michael Covert at 8 PM 
Get in the spotlight 

 

October 22nd: Lodge Meeting at 7:30 
All members are welcome to attend. Make your voice heard.  

 

October 24th: Kids Candy Crawl 1-3 PM then Karaoke Hosted by Judy at 8 
Be the star that you are. 

 

October 25th: Lions Game at 4:25 PM  
Come watch the Lions send Green Bay packing and bring a dish to pass. Doors 
open at 3:30 

 

October 30th: Game Night at 7:00 PM 
Elks style Bingo. Come on down and give it a try. Hosted by Angie and Nikki. 

 

October 31st: Karaoke Hosted by Michael Covert at 8 PM 
Show off your talent 

 

October 2026 

This Month 

Lodge Info 

 

Main Phone: 

Ph: 248.588.6500  

 

Hall Manager:  

248.588.6500 

Press 3 

 

Secretary: Sue Palmer 

734.474.5304 

clawsontroyelks2169@gmail.com 

 

Exalted Ruler: Scott Dickinson 

Ph:248 -670-1256 

erelks2169@gmail.com 

 

Lodge Hours: 

Sun: Lodge closed 

Mon, Wed: 4PM to 11 

Tue: 3PM to 11  

Thu: Lodge closed 

Fri: 4PM to close 

Sat: 6PM to close 

 

Website:  

www.clawsontroyelks.org 

 

Did You Know? 

Elks are eligible for additional benefits 

such as discounts on travel, insurance, 

office supplies, internet security, 

prescriptions, health services and 

more! Check out 

https://elksbenefits.com/ for more 

information. 

 

Lodge Facts: 

Clawson-Troy Elks has 272 members. 

There are currently 50 Elks Lodges in 

Michigan. 

 

The Benevolent and Protective Order 

of Elks of the United States of America 

is one of the oldest and largest 

fraternal organizations in the country, 

with nearly 800,000 men and women 

in 1,900 communities nationwide. 

 

Stay Up to Date 
Visit our website at https://clawsontroyelks.org/ to keep an eye on our Calendar of Events. 
To receive notifications and up-to-date information, be sure that you are a member of Clawson-Troy Elks Lodge 
2169 Facebook page at www.facebook.com/groups/381971308489980/. 
 



 

 

Milestones 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

04 Gary Gnyp 

      Linda Hunkele 

06 Brian Brown 

06 Daniel Desjardins 

      Robert Rourke 
08 Christopher Simmons 
09 Paula Carr 

12 Amanda Snitgen 

13 Albert Schwaller 

19 Robert Distefano 

25 Lawrence Schultz 

     Robert Waple 

27 Matthew Brill 

     Sean Fleming 

28 Lindsey Tapin 

29 Daniel Rees 

October 2026 

*** Birthday Drink *** 

Come have a birthday drink with us! 
Present this coupon any day in the month of your birthday for a complimentary drink. (One drink per member) 

Name:_____________________________   Date:_________ 
 

October Birthdays 



 

 

Veterans News 

The Elks National Veterans Service 

Commission promises service to our 

nation’s veterans and military 

members, with a special focus on 

service to those in need. 

Veterans Crisis Line:  

1-800-273-8255 

Elks National Veteran Services 

www.elks.org/vets/programs.cfm 

Email: Vets@elks.org 

Ph: (773) 755-4736   

Michigan State Chair                          

Haley Thomas                                   

324 W. Peck St., Negaunee, MI 

49866                                    

Ph:(906)-362-4572 

Oakland County Veterans 

Counselor 

1200 N. Telegraph Road, Bldg. 26 E 

Pontiac, MI 48341 

Ph: (248) 858-0785 

wootteng@oakgov.com 

  

Metro District 4200 Veterans 

Contacts: 

Scott R. Harris PER, DVP ENVSC VAVS 

Representative  

Port Huron Elks Lodge #343  

dvpme@mielks.org  

  

 

 

To our current Veterans and newly initiated Veterans of Clawson-Troy Elks Lodge #2169, we 

ask that you please consider providing your Military Service story to the contacts listed on the 

left for a future Veterans publication. 

Fundraising For Veterans: 
The L’Kettes are currently working on the annual Holiday Basket of Cheer Raffle 
that will conclude with a drawing at the Elks Members Christmas gathering 
Saturday, December 12th. Tickets will go on sale later in October and we hope our 
members will support this effort to ultimately provide funds to benefit hospitalized 
and/or homeless veterans of our area. 
 
Bingo at the VA Hospital:  
Dates for future bingo visits include Tuesday, October 20th, Tuesday, November 
17th. and Tuesday, December 15th.  With the cooler autumn and winter days ahead 
we hope to provide a little bit of cheer for our hospitalized friends at the VA Hospital 
Community Living Center. For those who are regular volunteers, a reminder alert 
will be sent each month to verify attendance for each date. As always, we meet at 
the lodge at 6:00 p.m. and travel by carpool to the hospital for a one hour 7:00 p.m. 
game. Please call or text Jan Petrie, 248-909-3650, for more information. 
 
Looking Ahead: 
A reminder:  November is Veterans Remembrance Month......Wednesday, 
November 11th is Veterans Day in the United States! 

 
Respectfully, 
 
Ron Sauger, Chairman   

 

http://www.elks.org/vets/programs.cfm
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L’Kettes Corner 

 

 

  
                      

2025-2026 L’Kette Officers 

 

President:  

Carol Rivetto  

Vice President:  

Joan Sauger 

Recording Secretary:  
Jan Petrie 

Corresponding Secretary: 

Nancy Bernstein 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Durak  

3 Year Trustee:  

Virginia Mertz 

2 Year Trustee: 

Jan Hopper 

1 Year Trustee:  

Sue Shillair  

Honorary Trustee:  

Michele Sauger 

It's October already!  How fast the days are going by!  Last month L'Kettes enjoyed wonderful 

appetizers provided by the members before our September meeting.  October 22 the Lady 

Larks Luncheon will take place at Ford's Garage Restaurant. If you wish to join us, call Virginia 

Mertz at 586-826-8733.  On October 27, we will be enjoying our annual Potluck Supper.  On 

November 1, we hope everyone will join us for another fun day of Painting with a Purpose.  Fliers 

will be posted very soon with all the information you'll need to attend this fundraiser. 

Joan Sauger, 

L'Kettes VP 

 



Elks Americanism Contest Winners - September 11, 2026 

Five local youth attended a ceremony at Clawson-Troy Elks Lodge #2169 where they were 
presented with awards for participation in the 2025-2026 Americanism Essay and Coloring 
Contest. 

 Ram Prapann Gupta took 1st Place in Division I (5th Grade) in the Michigan Elks Association and went 
on to take 2nd Place in Division I in the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Grand Lodge contest. 

 Irsia Ball took 1st Place in Division IV (8th Grade) in the Michigan Elks Association and went on to take 
3rd Place in Division IV in the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Grand Lodge contest. 

 Dhruthi Pingili placed in the Lodge and District contests and received a certificate of participation 
from the Michigan Elks Association. 

 Advait Patil placed in the Lodge contest and received a certification of participation from the 
Clawson-Troy Elks Lodge. 

 Asher Gheldof participated in the Lodge coloring contest and received a certificate of participation 
from the Clawson-Troy Elks Lodge. 

Congratulations to all!  
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Pictured (from left to right): Irsia Ball, Asher Gheldof, Angela Johnston - 
Esteemed Leading Knight, PER, Advait Patil, Scott Dickinson - Exalted Ruler, 

PER, Dhuruthi Pingili, Marcia Hanley - Americanism Chairperson, Ram 
Prapann Gupta 



Metro District Lodge Visits 
On September 10th, we had the honor of hosting Scott R. Harris, DDGER & PER, of Port 
Huron Elks Lodge 343, Paul Torres, PER & District Auditor from Port Huron Elks Lodge 343, 
along with Garland Whitney Jr. PER, Grand Esquire & Michigan Elks Association Sergeant at 
Arms from Clawson-Troy Elks Lodge # 2169. The meeting was also attended by our very 
own PERs Ron and Sharon Malendowski and included our September 11th Service to pay 
tribute to the lives lost and the courage of first responders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 24th, we had the pleasure of hosting District Vice President, Grant Smith 
from Pont/Waterford Elks 810 and District Vice Chairman, Jason Judkins from Rochester-
North Oakland Elks Lodge #2225.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pictured from left to right: Sean Fleming (Councilman), Emily Rohrbach (Councilor), Laurie Geralds (Councilor), 
Corey Haines (Mayor), Toya Aaron (Councilwoman), William Mier, (Mayor Pro Tem), Quinn Wright (Councilor). 

Elks Patriotism Week Proclamation 

Thank you to Madison Heights Mayor Corey Haines and the City Council for supporting us 
as a Lodge in the community! 

 



  

 

Community 
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The Elks Hoop Shoot, funded by the Elks National Foundation, is a free throw contest for children ages 
8 to 13. Age group is determined by contestant’s age as of April 1, 2027. For more information, 

contact the Lodge Elks Hoop Shoot Director listed above or visit elks.org/hoopshoot.

2750 N. Lakeview Ave. | Chicago, IL 60614 | 773/755-4758 | hoopshoot@elks.org | elks.org/hoopshoot

FREE THROW CONTEST

C O N T E S T  L O C AT I O N :

H O S T E D  B Y: L O D G E  N O.

DAT E : T I M E :

D I R E C T O R : C O N TAC T : 

UNLEASH GRIT AND HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO PUT YOUR NAME IN THE NAISMITH 
MEMORIAL BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME



  

 

Just Having Fun 
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