Building the City of God - Session 2 - Saturday, October 25, 2025

Building Communities of Practice

Round 1 – Personal Interiority – Seeking Truth - Reflection- Veritas
Do not go outside, come back into yourself. It is in the inner self that Truth dwells. And if you find your own nature to be subject to change, transcend even yourself…. Direct your course to what the light of reason itself gets its light from. (True Religion 39,72)
Direction: Focusing on the Tolle Lege-like invitational encounter aspect of Seeking Truth assigned to your group personally reflect in dialogue with your Inner Teacher on practices you think can very evidently help students come to understand your aspect of Seeking Truth – Veritas. Use the back of the page to jot down your thinking in preparation for your group discussion.
Seeking Truth 
Faced with facts, we need to make an Augustinian move from the Truth of Authority (truth from the power of expertise) to the Authority of Truth where one’s voice comes from seeking truth and then sharing it. This real seeking and sharing with co-learners not an AI phantasm. Creative Augustinian-style learners should be “treasure hunters” seeking true rest in their restlessness. In Augustinian Pedagogy seeking for truth, we should “Look as people who are going to find, and so find as people who are going to go on looking.” (The Trinity IX, Prologue, 1) 
Self-criticism 
We have a great inheritance from Saint Augustine undergirding Augustinian Pedagogy, particularly we have his self-criticism. In Augustinian Pedagogy such self-criticism should be shared in the safety of good dialogues with others. Saint Augustine’s Dialogues, particularly his Soliloquies, model dialoguing for self-criticism in search of greater authenticity. The healthy skepticism in his Dialogue, Contra Academicos also contributes to understanding authentic self-criticism and is beyond AI which responds in ways that are not fully self-critical.
Development Augustinian Process of Personal Development (Insunza, 2006) 
Know Yourself – “May I know myself, may I know you.” (Soliloquies, II, 1, 1) 
Accept Yourself – “Let us confess how imperfect we are, in order to deserve to be made perfect.” (Sermon 142, 14) 
Surpass Yourself – “Always be dissatisfied with what you are…. Always add some more … always forge ahead.” (Sermon 169, 18) 
Practitioners of Augustinian Pedagogy should utilize reflective maieutic, Socratic-style questioning like Saint Augustine used in his Dialogues and elsewhere serving as a “midwife” facilitating development through reflection beyond the dimensions of AI.
Harnessing the Power of Humility 
For Saint Augustine, To reach and to gain the truth [the] first way, however, is humility; the second way is humility, and the third way is humility, and as often as you ask, I would say this. … But unless humility precedes and accompanies and follows upon all our good actions … pride tears the whole benefit from our hands. (Letter 118, 3, 22) Saint Augustine in preaching used the image of dirty feet where through humility our feet are washed for good work. (Lawless, 1994)  Such humility can be a source of hope in a world of where AI gives us imagined power.


Round 2 – Seeking Truth – Reflection (Interiority) - Veritas
The first step in the search for truth is humility. The second, humility. The third, humility. And the last one, humility. Naturally, that does not mean that humility is the only virtue necessary for discovering and enjoying truth. But if other virtues are not preceded, accompanied and followed by humility, pride will find an opening and infiltrate them and, sooner or later, finish up destroying good intentions. All other vices are recognized when we are doing wrong; but pride is to be feared even when we do right. Test those things which are done in a praiseworthy manner lest they be spoiled by the desire for praise itself. (Letter 118, 3, 22)
This is why we must tremble before your judgments, O Lord, for your Truth is not mine, nor his, nor hers, but belongs to all of us whom you call to share it in communion with him, at the same time giving us the terrible warning not to arrogate truth to ourselves as private property, lest we find ourselves deprived of it. (City of God XII, 25, 34)  
Direction: Focusing on the Tolle Lege-like invitational encounter aspect of Seeking Truth assigned to your group share together on practices you think can very evidently help students come to understand your aspect of Seeking Truth – Veritas. Remember in Seeking Truth we are seeking something belonging to the community. Be sure to include everyone’s ideas are considered so that it is truly communal Maieutic midwifing of our fuller understanding. Use the back of the page to jot down your thinking during your group discussion.


Round 1 – Forming Community-Togetherness (Mutual (Common) Benefit) - Unitas
Do not go outside, come back into yourself. It is in the inner self that Truth dwells. And if you find your own nature to be subject to change, transcend even yourself…. Direct your course to what the light of reason itself gets its light from. (True Religion 39,72)
Direction: Focusing on the Tolle Lege-like invitational encounter aspect of Forming Community-Togetherness assigned to your group personally reflect in dialodue with your Inner Teacher on practices you think can very evidently help students come to understand your aspect of Forming Community-Togetherness – Unitas. Use the back of the page to jot down your thinking in preparation for your group discussion.
All Participants Sharing the Truth 
Truth as property held in common for mutual benefit is foreign to most of the world. Status, power, and private property are realities that learners face in an Age of AI. An Augustinian Pedagogy enables participants to join in a community of co-learning. 
A Spirit of Togetherness/Personal Relationship 
This spirit occurs when there is equality despite status differentials and private ownership. Here there is kinship rather than kingship and the confidence to overcome the fears of loss that society may attribute to sharing. There is no kinship in AI Interactions.
Invitations to Companionship/Encounter 
Saint Augustine chose to emphasize the shared dignity and deepest unity he and his followers had as members of Christ - the Whole Christ (Totus Christus). So, in an Augustinian Pedagogy, learners are supposed to encounter being companions with others – mutuality giving each other hope in a changing cultural context. This reality is not AI companionship.


Round 2 – Seeking Truth – Reflection (Interiority) - Veritas
The first step in the search for truth is humility. The second, humility. The third, humility. And the last one, humility. Naturally, that does not mean that humility is the only virtue necessary for discovering and enjoying truth. But if other virtues are not preceded, accompanied and followed by humility, pride will find an opening and infiltrate them and, sooner or later, finish up destroying good intentions. All other vices are recognized when we are doing wrong; but pride is to be feared even when we do right. Test those things which are done in a praiseworthy manner lest they be spoiled by the desire for praise itself. (Letter 118, 3, 22)
This is why we must tremble before your judgments, O Lord, for your Truth is not mine, nor his, nor hers, but belongs to all of us whom you call to share it in communion with him, at the same time giving us the terrible warning not to arrogate truth to ourselves as private property, lest we find ourselves deprived of it. (City of God XII, 25, 34)  
Direction: Focusing on the Tolle Lege-like invitational encounter aspect of Forming Community-Togetherness assigned to your group share together on practices you think can very evidently help students come to understand your aspect of Forming Community-Togetherness – Unitas. Remember in Forming Community-Togetherness we are seeking something belonging to the community. Be sure to include everyone’s ideas are considered so that it is truly communal Maieutic midwifing of our fuller understanding. Use the back of the page to jot down your thinking during your group discussion.


Round 1 – Reaching Out in Service with Neighbor (Mutual (Common) Benefit) - Caritas
Do not go outside, come back into yourself. It is in the inner self that Truth dwells. And if you find your own nature to be subject to change, transcend even yourself…. Direct your course to what the light of reason itself gets its light from. (True Religion 39,72)
Direction: Focusing on the Tolle Lege-like invitational encounter aspect of Reaching Out in Service with Neighbor (Mutual (Common) Benefit) – Caritas assigned to your group personally reflect in dialogue with your Inner Teacher on practices you think can very evidently help students come to understand your aspect of Reaching Out in Service with Neighbor (Mutual (Common) Benefit). Use the back of the page to jot down your thinking in preparation for your group discussion.
Service through Immersion to Avoid Volunteerism, Voluntourism, and the Savior Complex 
True Service in an Augustinian Pedagogy only occurs when we are serving with others and recognizing that we are on pilgrimages (journeys) together which transform us and the people we serve with.  Because of estrangement we need to work our way toward others and embrace differences by not imposing our power, language, and culture. This is deep personal transformation not paper-thin AI interaction.
Service with Mutual Support of One Another and Bearing One Another’s Burdens
Augustinian Pedagogy should foster mutual support by inviting, mentoring, and modeling Mutual (Common) Benefit. The compassion of bearing each other’s burdens aligns with the hopes of those being excluded, eliminates marginalization wherever it occurs and can give hope in a depersonalized AI world. 


Round 2 – Reaching Out in Service with Neighbor (Mutual (Common) Benefit) - Caritas
The first step in the search for truth is humility. The second, humility. The third, humility. And the last one, humility. Naturally, that does not mean that humility is the only virtue necessary for discovering and enjoying truth. But if other virtues are not preceded, accompanied and followed by humility, pride will find an opening and infiltrate them and, sooner or later, finish up destroying good intentions. All other vices are recognized when we are doing wrong; but pride is to be feared even when we do right. Test those things which are done in a praiseworthy manner lest they be spoiled by the desire for praise itself. (Letter 118, 3, 22)
This is why we must tremble before your judgments, O Lord, for your Truth is not mine, nor his, nor hers, but belongs to all of us whom you call to share it in communion with him, at the same time giving us the terrible warning not to arrogate truth to ourselves as private property, lest we find ourselves deprived of it. (City of God XII, 25, 34)  
Direction: Focusing on the Tolle Lege-like invitational encounter aspect of Reaching Out in Service with Neighbor (Mutual (Common) Benefit) – Caritas assigned to your group share together on practices you think can very evidently help students come to understand your aspect of Reaching Out in Service with Neighbor (Mutual (Common) Benefit). Remember in Reaching Out in Service with Neighbor (Mutual (Common) Benefit) we are seeking something belonging to the community. Be sure to include everyone’s ideas are considered so that it is truly communal Maieutic midwifing of our fuller understanding. Use the back of the page to jot down your thinking during your group discussion. 
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