November 2026 Piano Festival
Celebrating 250 years of American Composers
Online Piano Festival 2026
New Haven Chapter, CSMTA

Dear Students, Teachers, and Families,
The New Haven Chapter of the Connecticut State Music Teachers Association is delighted to announce Celebrating 250 years of the American Composers,
a special online piano festival celebrating the 250th anniversary of the United States.
This commemorative festival invites pianists to explore the richness, variety, and spirit of American piano music. Over the past 250 years, American composers have created music shaped by many traditions and influences—lyrical, expressive, imaginative, and distinctly individual.
We invite teachers and students to participate in this online celebration in November 2026.
Festival Theme
Celebrating 250 years of American Composers honors the remarkable breadth of American musical heritage—from early American composers to the many voices that continue to shape our nation’s artistic life today.
Through this festival, students will have an opportunity to discover music that reflects the character, energy, and diversity of America while developing musical expression, stylistic understanding, and performance confidence.
Repertoire
Participants are invited to perform one solo piano work by an American composer.
Repertoire may represent a variety of periods and styles, including early American music, Romantic works, impressionistic and contemporary repertoire, jazz-influenced works, and modern American piano literature.
The composers suggested include Edward MacDowell, Amy Beach, Aaron Copland, George Gershwin, and others.
Purpose
This non-competitive festival aims to inspire young musicians to broaden their repertoire, deepen their appreciation of American musical traditions, and strive for artistic excellence in a supportive and celebratory setting.

Eligibility
The festival is open to Connecticut residents
· Free for New Haven Chapter members
· $20 for nonmembers

Registration Deadline
Postmark deadline: November 22nd, 2026

Performance Time Limits
· Elementary and Intermediate levels: up to 5 minutes
· Advanced level: up to 8 minutes

Video Requirements
The performer’s face and hands must remain visible at all times.
Before performing, students should clearly announce:
· first and last name
· composer
· title of the composition


We look forward to celebrating America 250 through music and to hearing the artistry of young pianists from across Connecticut.
Dress Code: Students should be dressed in "Concert Attire" - not necessarily formal, but "concert appropriate". Shoes are required.   No shorts or sneakers. Participants should wear either dress slacks, dress or skirt, buttoned or collared shirt or blouse.

Repertoire:
SOLO DIVISION
Music must be performed from memory. Make sure to use the registration form marked 'SOLO DIVISION'.
DUET DIVISION
Music does not have to be memorized. Make sure to use the registration form marked 'DUET DIVISION '.

