Piano Festival 2025
“Waltzing Through Time” Children’s Piano Festival
Online Music Festival 2025
New Haven Chapter, CSMTA
Dear Students and Families,
We are excited to announce a special “Waltzing Through Time” Children’s Piano Festival, dedicated to the anniversary of Johann Strauss (1825–1899), also known as the “King of the Waltz.”
In celebration of composers who have written waltzes, the New Haven Chapter of the Connecticut State Music Teachers Association (CSMTA) invites teachers to participate in an online festival this November.
Participation is free for New Haven members and $20 for nonmembers.

Program Description
The Strauss family, especially Johann Strauss II, enriched the world with their unforgettable waltzes—graceful, elegant, and filled with joyful dancing melodies. To honor this legacy, young pianists are invited to participate in a festive musical celebration focused on the waltz genre.
Repertoire: Children are welcome to perform a waltz by any composer, including works by Johann Strauss II, other members of the Strauss family, or waltzes by composers from different countries and time periods.
This is a wonderful opportunity to explore the charm and character of the waltz while developing performance confidence and musical expression.
Let’s celebrate the timeless beauty of the waltz together!

Purpose: “Waltzing Through Time” Children’s Piano Festival
The online festival aims to inspire young local musicians to broaden their repertoire. This non-competitive event encourages participants to strive for excellence in their musical pursuits.
Eligibility: Open to young pianists ages 6–18 who are residents of Connecticut.
Fee: Free for New Haven Chapter members, $20 for nonmembers.
Registration Deadline: Postmarked by November 22, 2025

Performance Time Limits:
· Elementary & Intermediate Levels: up to 5 minutes
· Advanced Level: up to 8 minutes
The contestant’s face and hands must be visible at all times. Students must announce their full name, composer, and title of the piece before performing.

Dress Code:
Students should be dressed in concert attire—not necessarily formal, but concert-appropriate.
· Shoes are required.
· No shorts or sneakers.
· Participants should wear either dress slacks, a dress or skirt, or a buttoned/collared shirt or blouse.

Repertoire Categories:
SOLO DIVISION
· Music must be performed from memory.
· Use the registration form marked “SOLO DIVISION.”
DUET DIVISION
· Memorization is not required.
· Use the registration form marked “DUET DIVISION.”

All students will receive a CSMTA Certificate of Participation in the festival.
All videos will be featured online and available to the public by December 6, 2025.
Please make copies of the registration form if needed for multiple students.

Mailing & Submission Instructions:
Send your check to:
P.O. Box 7101, Prospect, CT 06712
by no later than November 22, 2025
Email your completed application form with a downloadable video link to:
📧 newhavenmusicteachers@gmail.com

Registration Forms
Student Solo Registration Form
“Waltzing Through Time” Children’s Piano Festival 2025
New Haven Chapter, CSMTA
Due: November 22, 2025
Festival is open to young pianists ages 6–18 who are residents of Connecticut.
Free for New Haven Chapter members, $20 for nonmembers.

Teacher’s Name: ___________________________
Phone: ___________________
Email: __________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
Note: For selections, please include composer and actual performance time.
Please complete all information — incomplete forms will be returned.
If you need additional space, please copy this form.
Pupil’s Name: ____________________________________ Age: _____ Instrument: __________
(Circle One): Elementary Level – Intermediate Level – Advanced Level
Selection(s):
Composer: ___________________
Piece: __________________________________________
Time: ________
Shared Storage File Link: ____________________________
Parent Name: _______________________________________________
(By typing your name above, you grant permission to the Connecticut State Music Teachers Association to use your video for public viewing.)
If you have questions or concerns, please contact: newhavenmusicteachers@gmail.com
Mailing:
Send your check to: P.O. Box 7101, Prospect, CT 06712 by November 22, 2025, and email your application form with a downloadable video link to newhavenmusicteachers@gmail.com.
Checks payable to: NH CSMTA
Video Title Format:
Student Name – Title of Piece
Example: Anna Lu – Waltz in A Minor by Rachmaninoff
The participant’s face and hands must be visible at all times.
Students must announce their name, the title of the piece, and the composer before playing.
The committee urges the selection of high-quality compositions.
Teachers should review recordings before submission.

Student Duet Registration Form
“Waltzing Through Time” Children’s Piano Festival 2025
New Haven Chapter, CSMTA
Due: November 22, 2025
Festival is open to young pianists ages 6–18 who are residents of Connecticut.
Free for New Haven Chapter members, $20 for nonmembers.

Teacher’s Name: ___________________________
Phone: ___________________
Email: __________________________
Note: For selections, please include composer and actual performance time.
Please complete all information — incomplete forms will be returned.
If you need additional space, please copy this form.
(Circle One): Elementary Level – Intermediate Level – Advanced Level
Selection(s):
Primo Student’s Name: ______________________ Age: ______
Secondo Student’s Name: ____________________ Age: ______
Duet Title: ________________________________________________
Composer: ________________________________________________
Timing: Minutes _______ Seconds _______
Shared Storage File Link: _________________________________
Parent Signature: _______________________________________
(By typing your name above, you grant permission to the Connecticut State Music Teachers Association to use your video for public viewing.)
For questions or concerns, contact: newhavenmusicteachers@gmail.com
Mail your check to:
P.O. Box 7101, Prospect, CT 06712 by November 22, 2025, and email your application form with a downloadable video link to newhavenmusicteachers@gmail.com.
Checks payable to: NH CSMTA
Video Title Format:
Student Name – Title of Piece
Example: Anna Lu – Waltz in A Minor by Rachmaninoff
The contestant’s face and hands must be visible at all times.
Students must announce their name, the title of the piece, and the composer before playing.
The committee urges the selection of high-quality compositions.
Teachers should review recordings before submission.

