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remember with

f'f‘-"’ "o by Carmeﬂ Rodnguez (Arsenal Pulp Press, $15.95)

Process can be s0 much more |mpon‘an| than the produd Inand a body to

remember with, Vancouver writer Carmen Rodriguez has written stories that
- explore process: some characters are struggling with the process of living

and a
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- zthey discuss their need to renounce family and friends to pursue their respec-

Canadg, aching with homesickness as they

.. process a new country’s language and culture.

This is a fightly-drawn collection of stories.

Rodnguez translated them herself from Spanish to”

Enghsh and in the process, boiling each story

.- down o its essence, making them potent and con-

. centrated. The larger issues of fear, torture, and

exile are woven into these vignettes of immigrants’

“lives. Rodriguez is at her best allowing the unre-

* solved to be, rather than building her storiestoa - *

‘moralistic crescendo. Her characters’ worlds are

filled with ambivalence, and tough decisions.
Many.of these stories portray parallels found in -

divergent lives. In “The Mirror”, an actress and a

# Yorture victim share a commitment fo life, as well as a separation from it, as

tive vocations. In “Trespass”, two friends, one a revolutionary and one an

_immigrant fo Canada, struggle to adapt to new identities. In “Accented
£ living", @ 90-year-old German grandmother in her new home country of

Argenhna, watches her.children Ieave, as she did, to find safety in a new

country
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-Many of the characters in these stories are ﬁghhng to forget their memories,
and their bodies won't let them. and a body to remember with is a wide-angle
““look atthe experience of immigrants, the longing of exile, the dislocation of
famlhes. Thls is a book that crosses borders
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, been released in Enghsh

as and earher thisyear,a -
i " 7 Chilean company piiblished
TI'(IIISI(]'OI’ “the book in Spanish. This”
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country is very imporfant fo
" Rodriguez. “In Chile, they
’ practice collective amnesia,”
and | can see why,” she says.
“People want fo forget. Chile is
now a model of capntulrsm
everything is modemdand™
clean. It's over, but | believe it is very impor-*
tant fo remember, mainly becduse there has
been no resolution. The relatives of the disap-
peared still have no answers, or the people
like us who were forced to leave the country.
Rodriguez was born and raised in Chile,
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butin 1973 she was forced to leave with her

husband and two daughters because of their
political activism. A year later, they ¢ame to
Vancouver, beginning a 14-year exile.
Rodriguez continued to speak out against the
atrocities committed by the Pinochet regime,
and her passport was confiscated by the'

Chilean government. In 1979, she became a

Canadian citizen. Now she writes and teach-
es as a sessional lecturer at Simon Fraser
Umversﬂy
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¥ manﬁg&ﬂie $tories were in hally wrmen
lin Rd{jrggggg;;,moibemongug& "I didn’t

. *think [ could do my own translation, |- - + L

was hesilant ot the beginning.” But
Rodriguez found that she was engaged
in something more: moving back and
forlts between the ldﬁguages*Cannen
found herself reworking the text, uniil “I
felt; lﬁhi both tips'of my tongue’ and ry
‘twojtets ofears were safisfied.!. &
‘Rodriguez believes the process of frans-

; vlahngj;mr stories:helped het fd arrive, fo-
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4 :haye a:sense.of belonging: i&b@ Chile

and,ﬁcnada. T
The chracters in her stories are.
caughtin, ihe contradnchons "f hvmg in -
iwo cuhures, irymg o escape the phan-
Ioms thcﬁ haunt Ihem Carmen has her
wit phantoms. "I wonder l” dn never '
|eff hat kind of person would I be, or
would my kids be now: I'm envious of
 peopleho have extended family, -

« Suhéay dinners. | wasn't able to:see my

Dad before he died; and my mom has’
been haunted by two of her three chil--
dren leaving the country, and being': -

separate from her grandchildren.: The
~bogkis dedicated to her brother. "He |

. wasinjgil, and tortured, he never

recovered from that. He came to
Canudo, became an alcohohc, and
dled at55.1 feel so fortuna’re,,m spxle of .
the pain, lva come fo peace
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