
There was once a boy whose father, the king, was killed by a usurper. The only survivor of his
family, the boy was gorged and kept alive as a jest. The boy grew up, and the usurper had him
betrothed to a fair lady; some felt the betrothal was to humiliate both boy and girl, while others
close to the usurper knew that he grew fond of the boy, despite him hardly showing it. That night,
the boy expressed to the usurper his fears of the girl’s rejection because he could not appreciate
her beauty. The usurper responded, “If you have been good enough to remain my fool, then you
are more than enough for your betrothed.” And so, boy and girl were wed. Just as the boy
surmised, the girl did indeed struggle with his blindness. As time passed, however, the girl began
to notice the boy’s words—honey from his years by the usurper’s side—and his hands, smooth
and gentle. Oftentimes, he lived as if he were never blind at all. The girl admired this about her
husband, and she marveled at his dedication to her. To him, she was his beloved companionship.
He had little family beside the usurper. When the usurper saw how they worked as one, he was
pleased, and upon his passing, he left the boy a gift: “If you have been good enough to remain in
your lady’s love, then you are more than enough for your lady the kingdom.” Accepting this gift,
Daniel Bennett and his queen took in hand the Kingdom of Temporal and gave her descendants
to last the rest of her time.
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