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School Bonds in 

Johnson County

Early Voting:     Oct 20 – Oct 

31

Election Day:      November 4



What Are 

Bonds?

As of august 

31, 2024, Texas 

ISD bond debt 

was north of 

131 billon 

dollars.

39.1% of ALL 

Debt

The individual 

debt obligation 

is secured by 

your property. 

Property taxes 

are used to pay 

the principal 

and interest.

In May 2025, an 

additional 11.6 

billion was 

approved by 

voters.

Texas school bonds are a voter-approved debt 

instrument issued by independent school 

districts (ISDs) to borrow funds for capital 

projects; 

School boards 

can levy taxes 

sufficient 

without limit 

to rate or 

amount



4 Questions

 Regarding 

Trust

Has the ISD 

EARNED the 

Communities’ 

Trust?

Does the ISD 

LISTEN to their 

Voters?

Has the ISD 

RESPONSIBLY 

MANAGED tax-

payer Provided 

Revenue?

Has the ISD 

EDUCATED and 

best PREPARED 

its Graduates?

Without Trust, Support for Bonds is 

Difficult



4  School Bonds 

In Johnson 

County

Grandview

20 Mil (P)

16 Mil (I)

36 Mil (T)

Keene

25 Mil (P)

29 Mil (I)

54 Mil (T)

Godley

120 Mil (P)

130 Mil (I)

250 Mil (T)

Cleburne

232 Mil (P)

217 Mil (I)

229 Mil (T)

Which ISDs and How Much?



Keene    ISD
$25 Million + $29 Million = $54 

Million

8 New Elementary School 

Classrooms

8 New JH / HS Classrooms

New JH / HS Band Hall

Performing Arts / Gymnatorium

Elementary Cafeteria / Storm 

Shelter



Keene    ISD
$25 Million + $29 Million = $54 

Million

1st  in Academics in the County

Lowest  Total Debt in the County

Lowest Debt per ADA in the 

County

2nd Lowest  Total Tax Rate in the 

County



Grandview    

ISD
$20 Million + $16 Million = $36 

Million

$0.23 I&S Tax Rate Increase

Renovation of EXISTING spaces

Foundation and HVAC repairs*

Expansion of AG and Mechanic Shop

Softball Stadium Complex



Grandview    

ISD
$20 Million + $16 Million = $36 

Million

#2  in Academics in the County 

– 86%

Lowest Total Tax Rate in the 

County

2nd Lowest  Debt in the County

2nd Lowest  Debt per ADA



Godley    ISD
$120 Million + $130 Million = $250 

Million
MS Renovations – Postponed from 2021 Bond

6th Renovations – Postponed from 2021 Bond

Legacy Renovations – Postponed from 2021 

Bond

R.B. Godley Renovations – Postponed from 

2021 Bond

New Buses – Postponed from 2021 Bond

Technology Upgrades - Postponed from 2021 

Bond



Godley    ISD
$120 Million + $130 Million = $250 

Million

3rd  WORST  in Academics in the 

County

 --77% vs. 75%

2nd WORST Total Debt in the County

 --With 10K LESS kids

WORST  Debt per ADA in the County

 --83K vs. 51K vs. mid 20sK

WORST  Total Tax Rate in the County



Cleburne    

ISD
$232 Million + $217 Million = $449 

Million
Replace Cooke, Gerard; Upgrade 
Marti

CTE and Ag Expansions

Playground Upgrades

Early Learning Center

New Stadium / Rock

Technology Upgrades



Cleburne    

ISD
$232 Million + $217 Million = $449 

Million

LAST in Academics in the County

4th Highest Total Tax Rate in JoCo

4th Highest Debt in the County

3rd Highest Debt per ADA

Spending 109K on marketing the bond



Consistent   

SourcesZonda Demographic Review 

    --Demographics / Growth / Enrollment Trends / Building Trends

Hilltop Securities

    --Bond Capacity / I&S Tax Rate Scenarios / Historical Bond Data

Texas Bond Review Board    –    Bond Data

Txschools.gov    -    Academic Accountability

OpenTexasSchools.com    -    Follow the Money

TEA / Local ISD Websites / Local County Tax Sites



Zonda  

Demographics



Hilltop   

Securities



TX Bond Review 

Board



TXSchools.gov



TXSchools.gov



OpenTexasSchools.co

m



TEA



County  Website



Local District 

Website



4 Questions

 Regarding 

Trust

Has the ISD 

EARNED the 

Communities’ 

Trust?

Does the ISD 

LISTEN to their 

Voters?

Has the ISD 

RESPONSIBLY 

MANAGED tax-

payer Provided 

Revenue?

Has the ISD 

EDUCATED and 

best PREPARED 

its Graduates?

Without Trust, Support for Bonds is 

Difficult



School Bonds in 

Johnson County

Early Voting:     Oct 20 – Oct 

31

Election Day:      November 4


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25

