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The Spirit of the Alabama Literacy Act

B398

Turn to your shoulder partner(s) and
talk about what the
Alabama Literacy Act embodies?
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The Spirit of the Alabama Literacy Act

E=388

ACT #2019- 5_%
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Let's look at the wording from the law that outlines the purpose.

“Relating to public education; to establish the Alabama Literacy
Act; to implement steps to improve the reading proficiency of
public school kindergarten to third grade students and ensure
that those students are able to read at or above grade level by the
end of the third grade by monitoring the progression of each
student from one grade to another, in part, by his or her
proficiency in reading.




Healthy Choices for Literacy

Just as we have to make
healthy choices for what we
put in our bodies to have the
most healthy outcome, the
same Is true for literacy.
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Alabama Literacy Act Healthy Plate

The Alabama Literacy
Act provides a
STRUCTURE
for making healthy
choices for literacy.
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Comprehensive Core i
Reading Programs based | S S & S
on the Science of Reading

Comprehensive Core
Reading
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Reading League Curriculum Evaluation Tool
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CURRICULUM EVALUATION TOOL

This curriculum evaluation tool features components that align with the Simple View of Reading (Gough & Tunmer, 1986) and Scarborough’s Rope (Scarborough,
2001). Word Recognition and Language Comprehension are broken down into subcomponents and writing and spelling as well as assessment are included

Green Flags indicate instructional practices that are aligned with the science of reading.
Red Flags indicate instructional practices that are not aligned with the science of reading.

If the curriculum you are evaluating features a particular Red Flag, place an X in the adjacent red box. If many/most of the red boxes are checked for a particular
component, it is likely that the program is not aligned with the Science of Reading. Keep searching!

NOTES: This tool is to be considered a “living document” meaning that it will be periodically updated based on user feedback, suggestions for optimizing use, etc. We thank

those who contributed to its content.

THE SIMPLE VIEW Scarborough’s Reading Rope (2001)

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSON

OF READING R
e

LANCUAGE

COMPRENENSION

K-2 August 2020 Copyright The Reading Laague 2020
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The Literacy Task Force

has vetted two that meet
the Science of Reading e
Requirements. Reading

4ANS 4
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The science of reading is a vast, interdisciplinary body of
scientifically-based research about reading and issues related to reading and writing.
This research has been conducted over the last five decades across the world, and it is

derived from thousands of studies conducted in multiple languages.

The science of reading has culminated in a preponderance of evidence to inform how
proficient reading and writing develop; why some have difficulty; and how we can most
effectively assess and teach and, therefore, improve student outcomes through prevention
of and intervention for reading difficulties.
~The Reading League
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SCARBOROUGH’S READING ROPE
Decoding . . +
’ \ The Simple View of Reading
lecognition
Sight Recognition e 5 ~e

* s v ot e’ a
. — " Word. » Language . S Reading
Skilled Reading m Hecognition » Comprehansion e Comprehension
- 5

Vocabulary Knowledge

Background Knowledge
Language
Language Structures 1 X 0 — 0
Literacy Knowledge N .
Verbal Reasoning 0 X 1 — 0
222 Learning A-Z - ,
= 50 X 50 = .25
Baned on the Siemple View of Reading by Gough and Turmer, 1586
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Assessments

Assessments

Comprehensive Core
Reading
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/

A ALABAMA DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION
S



Assessment Programs Approved by the ALSDE

Curriculum Associates

I RENAISSANCE

Star CBM
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m Literacy Instructional Materials

L

Dyslexia Specific
Intervention
Structured literacy with
explicit, direct instruction
that is systematic,
sequential, and cumulative
in language development
and address the key
components of literacy.

Reteaching of
Comprehensive Core with
more examples or

Additional Resources

Comprehensive Core
Program
Scientifically based reading
instruction on key literacy
components and
multisensory language
instruction. The Reading
League Curriculum
Evaluation Tool was used to
guide the evaluation of each
program.
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You Should Have at Least One of the
Approved Dyslexia Specific Interventions t&jARI

Dyvslexia Specific Intervention Programs
e

® Take Flight (Scottish Rite for e Reading Horizons
Children) e Read Well (Voyager)
e SPIRE (School Specialty) e Sonday System 1 & 2 (Winsor
® Project Reading (Language Circle Leaming)
Enterprises) e IMSE (Institute for Multi-Sensory
e Phonics First (Brainspring) Education)

e _Sound Partners (Voyager)
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: Pl
Plans to Address @Z‘S’ﬂ? i A
D eﬁ Ci en Ci es nterventions = Deficiencies Ass:essments
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Comprehensive Core
Reading Instruction
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IDENTIFYING READING DEFICIENCIES

Provide Tier1& 2
Student Support Flow Chart |nstruct|on and
provide intervention
il based on identified
deficiency.

e Provide Tier 1/core & Tier 2 instruction to address the student’s
specific needs (whole group & small group)

* Provide student with interventions based on the identified

Does the
screening
indicate a

deficiency in

one or more
areas?

Universal
Screening
(Using Vetted
Assessment)

deficiencies

* Evaluate after every grading period ( Rev ie W in
e assessment adata
L should be reviewed

e Provide student with a Student Reading Improvement Plan (SRIP)
deficiency?

e Provide Tier 3 intensive intervention in addition to Tier | and II until the

student is no longer deficient in reading _ . h d d
Letter N Fl ‘ ’ ,

* Provide additional tutorial support - s e ea g a ’ng pe 'o

Provide Summer Reading Camp or Alabama Summer Achievement Program Letter Sound Fluency at m’n'm um )
°

Nonsense Word Reading

. Cont.mue to prOV}de necessary support to maintain proficiency . Sight Words
« Continue to monitor progress
Oral Reading Accuracy

Vocabulary

Comprehension

I A ALABAMA DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION




Student Reading Improvement Plan Requirements

The reading improvement plan shall

(1) Be created by the teacher, principal,
other pertinent school personnel, and
the parent or legal guardian of the
student.

(2) Shall describe the evidence-based
reading intervention services, including
dyslexia specific intervention services,
that the student shall receive to -
'tmprove the readlng deficit. mg B R B

aaaaa

0 Other:

te:
SRIP per the ALA.

Sample Template Updated 03/03/2021

\I JANN ALABAMA DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION




Additional Intervention Support

Offer Summer Reading Camp to all K-3™
grade students with a Student Reading
Improvement Plan (SRIP).

Full Support Schools must invite all K-3
students regardless of deficiency status

Summer reading camps, at a minimum, shall

include 70 hours of time in scientifically
based reading instruction and intervention.

Third grade students with a deficiency shall
be offered before and/or afterschool
tutoring.
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== ARI
- Alcbama Readinginkiatve

Third graders are promoted to fourth
grade if they meet one of the following:

Students who did not meet
one of the promotion
requirements and will be
retained in third grade

Score above the
lowest achievement
level for the ACAP In
the Spring

Earn an acceptable
score for the ACAP
Supplemental

Demonstrate mastery
on 3rd Grade Minimum
Essential Reading
tagdar s in the
tudent Reading
ortfolio

Meet One of the Good
Cause Exemptions

Grade Level Ready Performance Outcomes

Good Cause Exemptions

Students with disabilities whose Individual Education
Plan indicates that participation in the statewide
assessment program is not appropriate, consistent
with state law.

Students identified as English language learners who
have had less than two years of instruction in English
as a second language.

Students with disabilities who participate in the
statewide English language arts reading assessment
and who have an Individual Education Plan or a
Section504 plan that reflects that the student has
received intensive reading intervention for more than
two years and who still demonstrates a deficiency in
reading and was previously retained in kindergarten,
first grade, second grade, or third grade.

Students who have received intensive reading
intervention for two or more years and who still
demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were
previously retained in kindergarten, first grade,
second grade, or third grade for a total of two years.

ALA Page 22
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ACAP Reading Cut Score Recommendations
To Be Voted on at the November 10 State Board of Education Meeting

__Grade2 |  Graded

Below 448 Below 452

These students would have a portfolio These students would have needed an
started on them according to the portfolio J alternative path to promotion if the ALA had
guidance by the Literacy Task Force. been fully in effect. This could be through:
e ACAP Supplemental
e Portfolio

e Good Cause for Promotion
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ore / . Plans to
Families Dysiea Address

Specific Lol P
nterventions Deficiencies fessments

B 4

Families Comprehensive Core
Reading
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ALSDE and Alabama Family Central Helping Families
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Frequently Asked Questions (L 1
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FOR K-3 FAMILIES

Every Child. Every Chance. Every Day.
What are additional considerations
MF romotion from 3rd to 4th grace?

0 the 4th grade but st
uports. e good cause

4 it Engisn proficency wan o
yoars of meiructon n an Engiis Langusge

and avan math,

How will families be informed
about their child's progress?

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VD9eKzgrmFc9bVG

KMpo63KsmGOUjkG8J?usp=sharing

Each student i Kindrgartes
il nava hiz/har raading
i
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How will schools help students who are S
retained in 3rd grade because the PREGUNTAS
student does not meet the promotion FRECUENTES
requirement? 5
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VD9eKzgrmFc9bVGKMpo63KsmGOUjkG8J?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VD9eKzgrmFc9bVGKMpo63KsmGOUjkG8J?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VD9eKzgrmFc9bVGKMpo63KsmGOUjkG8J?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VD9eKzgrmFc9bVGKMpo63KsmGOUjkG8J?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VD9eKzgrmFc9bVGKMpo63KsmGOUjkG8J?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VD9eKzgrmFc9bVGKMpo63KsmGOUjkG8J?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VD9eKzgrmFc9bVGKMpo63KsmGOUjkG8J?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VD9eKzgrmFc9bVGKMpo63KsmGOUjkG8J?usp=sharing

]

alist and Newsletter

Family & Community Spec

ARI's Twelve
Days of Literacy

A Gift For Families

Our Mission

The Alabama Reading Initiative (ARI) is a statewide K-3 initiative
committed to supporting the development of high-quality
instruction that will prepare all students with the literacy skills
needed to meet or exceed grade-level standards. The goal of the
ARl is to significantly improve reading instruction and ultimately
achieve 100% literacy among public school students.

Lg Alcboma Readnglntatve

Tis' the season for giving!

The Alabama Reading Initiative is excited to share twelve days of
literacy activities with families this season. Let's keep the spirit of the
season alive with some fun! Take a look at these exciting literacy
activities to keep your child engaged this holiday season!

Here Are Your 12 Days of Literacy Activities!
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Parent Notification of Deficiency

ALABAMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Every Child.
Every Chance.
Every Day.

Pages 128-132
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9.

A statement that the student has been identified as having a deficiency in reading or exhibits the
characteristics of dyslexia

Notice that a reading improvement plan shall be developed by the teacher, principal, other
pertinent school personnel, and the parent or legal guardian.

A description of the current services that are provided to the student.

A description of the proposed evidence-based reading interventions and supplemental
instructional services and supports that shall be proposed for discussion

Notification that the parent or legal guardian shall be informed in writing at least monthly of the
progress of the student towards grade level reading.

Strategies and resources for the parent or legal guardian to use at home to help the student
succeed in reading.

A statement that if the reading deficiency of the student is not addressed by the end of third
grade, the student will not be promoted to fourth grade unless a good cause exemption is
satisfied.

A statement that while the statewide reading assessment is the initial determinant for promotion,
the assessment is not the sole determiner at the end of third grade.

Students shall be provided with a test-based student portfolio option and an alternative reading

cre e
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/Dyslexia Plans to
Specific Address

nterventions = Deficiencies Ass:essments

B 4

Professional Learning

=20

Families Comprehensive Core
Reading
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Sample Ongoing Professional Learning

Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading &
Spelling (LETRS)

¢ Elementary
e Early Childhood
e Administrative

ARI Structured Literacy Overview Modules
Neuhaus Training

Certified Academic Language Therapist (CALT)
Certification

Masters Degree in reading based on SoR

International Dyslexia Association (IDA)
Accredited Trainings

Membership offerings from Professional
Organizations that support SoR

Dyslexia Awareness Modules

l A ALABAMA DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION
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Have you been trained in Language Essentials

for Teachers of Reading_and Spelling (LETRS),
as an educator or pre-service teacher?

The ARI supports LETRS 3E to start your SoR
training. It is a comprehensive 2 year training
that incorporates face to face/live virtual
sessions, an interactive digital platform, and
bridge to practice opportunities focused on the
implementation of the SoR.

Science of Reading (SoR)

Professional learning is an ongoing process. If a
two year LETRS SoR course at mastery level or
above has been completed, consider other SoR

knowledge building opportunities with one of the

following options:

o Alabama Reading Initiative Modules with an

overview of the ELA COS 2021

« Neuhaus Training--an initial one week training to

gain access and support of classroom resources
followed by offsite learning designed specially to
teach SoR

o Additional LETRS training by adding a LETRS

course in LETRS Early Childhood, LETRS
Administrative, or becoming a facilitator

» Certified Academic Language Therapist (CALT)-

that is a 2-year training

* Masters in reading based on SoR
« International Dyslexia Association (IDA) accredited

trainings to continue professional growth on the
SoR

o Membership in other professional organizations

such as the Reading League, the IDA, and/or the
International Literacy Association

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING IS AN ONGOING PROCESS




LETRS Professional Learning

"
Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Al s e taeators
Spelling (LETRS) Training is a dynamic, blended I «een2 Complete:2AS5Educatorsm)
model of professional development for ~
instructors of reading, spelling and related . A :ye::ﬁgézsipﬁgfefg;gaggi o
language skills, that accelerates teacher | st | —
knowledge by translating the science of reading
research into practical guidance. The Alabama T ISk
LETRS project began in 2018 with approximately )
200 educators from across the state. Since its
inception’ over 14,500 courses have begun. *Note: One educator may have completed multiple courses.
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University Adjustments to Professional Learning

Literacy Task Force Representation
CALT Preparation Programs

CALT Endorsement Incentives
Collaborative processes for
accreditation with support from
Barksdale Institute

Credit Hours in SoR

e Continuum of Teacher Development,
RIC influence, and PL Activities to
support

I A ALABAMA DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION
e

Institutions of Higher Education and the Alabama Literacy Act

:‘9 ALA excerpt Topic
4 8 (9) One dean of a college of education appointed by Liseracy Task Fofcerepresentation
9 the Alabama Commission on High€E Education.
29| 5 (2) Teacher preparation programs at public colleges CALT preparation courses—IMSLE or IDA
6 and universities in the state shall offer dyslexia therapy
7 teacher preparation courses that are approved by the
8 International Multisensory Structured Language Education
9 Council or the International Dyslexia Association.
10 Multi-institutional consortia or affiliations to assure access
11 to these courses is acceptable.
2 12 (3) Subject to appropriations from the Legislature, E?tn::ndm:?;g:::‘:;zhieves‘or
13 the State Superintendent of Education and the Alabama m
14 Commission on HiGHEE Education shall develop and approve a MQMMLLBCM
15 dyslexia therapist endorsement incentive, which shall be wﬁgi
Therapist-CALT-ETF-
16 available to teachers who attain the dyslexia therapist Appropriations-Bill-Act-2021-
17 d efm e . The State 342.pdf
18 Superintendent of Education shall construct parameters for
19 earning the dyslexia therapist endorsement incentive.
Page |1
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Coaching

Professional Development AND
Ongoing Coaching & Support

% of Learners who wiill...

...doit
...be able to do it consistently in
daily practice

Components of ...know how to

Joyce and Showers research of " .
Training doit

2002 demonstrated the

importance of coaching in Presentation/Lecture 10% 5% 0%
order to support transfer to
o H o ° o

practice of new knowledge. IR Mol 0% 20% 0%
+Participant Practice &
Feedback 60% 60% 5%
+0ngoing Coaching &
Admin Support 95% 95% 95%

Joyce & Showers, 2002
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Even the Best in the World Need Coaching

©
")
2
&

Bench Coach

Pitching Coach

=
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Hitting Coach

m
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First Base Coach

14 coaches on
the Braves
Coaching Staff
for a 40-Man
Roster

El
&
a2

g

9
e
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Bullpen Coach

H
Q

Assistant Hitting Coach

Bobby Magallanes 66 Assistant Hitting Coach

Q
he)

Hitting Consultant

3

Bullpen Catcher

Bullpen Catcher

PR DPDPDPD® D@ @ PRI D

Batting Practice Pitcher
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Coaching

ARI Staff

The ARI currently has eight full-time ALSDE staff members: one program coordinator, one education
administrator, five education specialists, and one administrative support assistant. There are three part-time
contract staff members that work in conjunction with the ALSDE staff to support the Alabama LETRS project.

There are 57 Regional Literacy Specialists (RLS); 51 full-time and six part-time who support 11 Regional
Inservice Centers. There are 18 Regional Literacy Leadership Specialists (RLLS); 13 full-time and five part-time
who support the eleven Regional Inservice Centers. These regional specialists support more than 16,000
kindergarten through third grade Local Reading Specialists, teachers, and administrators across the state.

Region 1- 7 Regional Specialists — 3 RLLS, 4 RLS
Region 2 - 7 Regional Specialists — 2 RLLS, 5 RLS
Region 3 - 8 Regional Specialists — 2 RLLS, 6 RLS
Region 4 - 7 Regional Specialists — 2 RLLS, 5 RLS
Region 5- 14 Regional Specialists - 2 RLLS, 12 RLS
Region 6 - 4 Regional Specialists — 1 RLLS, 3 RLS
Region 7 - 3 Regional Specialists — 1 RLLS, 2 RLS
Region 8 -~ 9 Regional Specialists — 2 RLLS, 7 RLS
Region 9 - 9 Regional Specialists — 2 RLLS, 7 RLS
Region 10 — 11 Regional Specialists = 4 RLLS, 7 RLS
Region 11— 7 Regional Specialists — 2 RLLS, 5 RLS

Note: Some specialists serve in more than one region.
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When you think of the Alabama Literacy Act, ...

...l want you to think...
?

AT
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Alabama Literacy Act Healthy Plate

The Alabama Literacy
Act provides a
STRUCTURE
for making healthy
choices for literacy.
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... a Foundation Made of Bricks that Stands Strong.

I A ALABAMA DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION
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Treasure Map to Reading Success ...

4‘ '4' Jﬁ.‘ e Tt < ’
%5 Vetted Programming
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e . Coaching
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..that Leads to Reading Proficiency.
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A Healthy Plate of Reading Tenants...

‘ Dyslexia Plans to

Specific Address
nterventions Deficiencies Assessments
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..that Result in Nourished Minds Ready to Tackle Their Grade Content

Dyslexla Plans to

Specific = Address
5> yentions Deficiencies Assessments

y - 7\‘ > A 3 94

‘ Families Comprehensive Core
Reading Instruction
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ort Samples for Schools for ALA Implementation
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1n 2019, the Alahama

General Overview: .
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Alabama Course of Study
English Language Arts

Fact or Fiction

$ hmmmmmwmi
September
T ﬂ‘m_mm

+ BOY screener for all students

+ Screener to measure EOY to BOY.
for summer camp students

+ WIDA screener for MLL
newcomers or new to schaol

+ Supervise/ensure frequent
monitoring of the progress of
reading sklls for each student
throughout the school year,

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES




Alabama Reading Initiative in the Office of Student Learning

Dr. Tiffany Davis, Regional Literacy Leadership Specialist
tiffany.davis@alsde.edu
Sara King, Regional Literacy Specialist
sara.king@alsde.edu
Bessie Morgan, Family & Community Educational Specialist
bessie.morgan@alsde.edu
Bonnie Short, ARI Coordinator
bonnie.short@alsde.edu
334-694-4632
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