
 

  

The American Revolutionary War was fought between the American colonies and Great Britain. Many 
people in North Carolina took different sides in the war. Patriots or Whigs wanted freedom from Great 
Britain, while Loyalists or Tories wanted to stay loyal to King George III. 

In June of 1780, Patriot soldiers won an easy battle at Ramseur’s Mill near Lincolnton. Many Loyalist 
fighters did not have weapons, so they were quickly beaten. This loss scared other Loyalists in the area. 

After the battle, Loyalist leader Colonel Samuel Bryan led his men away from the Yadkin River. They 
were trying to escape from Patriot General Griffith Rutherford. Bryan’s group made it safely to a British 
post in Cheraw, South Carolina. This gave other Loyalists hope they could escape too. 

About 250 Loyalists met at Colson’s Mill, where two rivers came together, the Pee Dee and the Rocky 
River. The mill and nearby ordinary (tavern and inn which served food and rented beds) were owned by 
Mr. Colson, a Loyalist.  Many travelers passed through this area because a road from Salisbury to South 
Carolina went by. The Loyalists planned to travel south and join Colonel Bryan in Cheraw. Most of them 
lacked weapons. Patriot Colonel William Lee Davidson was nearby on the west bank of the Pee Dee 
River with 160 soldiers. When he heard about the Loyalists, he decided his men could surprise them.  

On July 21, 1780, the Patriot soldiers moved in.  To help tell each other apart, the Patriots put pieces of 
white paper in their hats.  They split into two groups and moved in from different sides. Before they could 
finish getting ready, the Loyalists saw them and fired first. Early in the fight, Colonel Davidson was badly 
wounded by a musket ball to his stomach. Even so, his men kept fighting and chased the Loyalists away. 

During the short battle, three Loyalists were killed, four or five were injured, and ten were captured.  The 
rest ran away.  No Patriots were killed, and only two men were hurt, including Colonel Davidson.  
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What is a Mural? 

A mural is a big picture that is painted on a whole wall. 
Sometimes many people work together to make a mural. 

Mural is from a Latin word that means "a wall." 

Artist Vision for the Battle of Colson’s Mill mural: 

“This piece is an abstract interpretation of the Battle at 
Colson’s Mill. Our inspiration came from the cubist art style. 
We used sharp angles, broken shapes, and bold color block 
to capture the chaos, speed, and intensity of the battle. 
On the left, the blue forms with white marks represent the 
Patriot militia. On the right, the reds and oranges symbolize 
the Loyalists. The mill sits at center of the mural. The flowing 
shapes along the bottom of the mural represent the meeting 
point of the Pee Dee River and Rocky River. 
The entire composition is meant to feel loud and full of 
motion.” 

What is Cubism Art? 

Cubism is an art style that tries to show all the different sides 
of a person or an object at the same time. Imagine looking at 
something from the front, side, and back all at once! The 
artworks often look like they are made from cubes and other 
geometric shapes. This is why it's called Cubism 

This style of art was invented by two young painters around 
1907-08.  Those two 26 year olds who wanted to represent 
reality in perspective-shifting new ways were Georges Braque 
and Pablo Picasso. It was the starting point for many later 
abstract styles of art. 

Who are the artists of the Colson Mill mural? 

WMS Brothers, Jack and Eli Williams were born and raised in 
Albemarle, NC, and grew up with an art-teacher as a father. 
Their love of painting was sparked at a young age. They began 
creating large-scale work in 2015, but officially started 
painting murals in 2020. Each brother brings their our own 
strengths but combine them into one collaborative voice. 

This small Patriot victory helped lower Loyalist support in North 
Carolina. Because fewer Loyalists joined the British, British 
General Cornwallis later decided to leave North Carolina and 
retreat to South Carolina. The lack of Loyalist support helped Lord 
Cornwallis decide to give up on his first invasion of North Carolina 
in October 1781. 

Today, the town of Norwood sits near where the battle happened. 
A sign near the Rocky River bridge remembers the Battle at 
Colson’s Mill. 
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For more information about the Battle and Cubism Art,  visit 
https://stanlycountync.gov/711/Battle-of-Colsons-Mill 
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