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Welcome to Hadley School 
 
This Parent Handbook has been designed as a tool to help familiarize you with our school and specific school 
policies pertaining to Hadley Pre School – Hadley School.  The guidelines have been carefully considered and 
established with the child’s best interest in mind.  The parent is required to read the Handbook carefully.  You 
will be held accountable for everything written in this handbook.   
 
OUR PURPOSE 
The purpose of our program is to service the families of our community to educate and equip the “Whole 
Child” to grow and develop in all areas of their lives.  The pre-school years will hold great possibilities for 
learning and each day offers something new and surprising.  We invite you to consider sharing these early 
years with us at Hadley Pre School.   
 
OUR FACILITY 
Our buildings and yards were designed for the specific needs of the young child.  We have over 10,000 
square feet of indoor play space.  Each classroom has an adjoining play yard that is equipped with play 
equipment appropriate to the students’ motor development.  Large shade trees and restful areas are available 
for quiet play. 
 
We are delighted to have two swimming pools on our premises.  Our students look forward to water play 
during the summer months. 
 
We are proud to have served the community since 1943 at this same location. 
 
PERSONNEL 
William and Julie Hockett are the founders of Hadley School.  Aunt Julie is a graduate of Whittier College 
with a degree in Education.  Uncle Bill also graduated from Whittier College with his degree in the field of 
Psychology.  The Hockett’s have been actively involved in various community activities.  Julie was named 
Whittier’s 1990 “Woman of the Year” for her years of dedicated service to the community. 
 
Diane York has enjoyed many years in the field of Early Childhood Education at Hadley School.  She is pleased 
to be a part of her family’s life long business.  She is the owner/director of Hadley School.  Diane has a B.A. in 
Human Development from Whittier College and is a member of Delta Phi Epsilon, National Society for Early 
Childhood Education, and Psi Chi, National Honorary Society for Psychology.  She is a member of PACE and 
the Southern California Association for the Education of Young Children. 
 
Julia York is Director of Hadley School with a background in Early Childhood Education, Computer Science 
and Nutrition from UCLA.  She is a member of PACE and the Southern California Association for the 
Education of Young Children. 
 
Our school is professionally staffed by individuals specializing in the education of the young child.  We are 
exceedingly proud of our fine staff.  Each staff member meets the state’s educational requirements and higher 
standards set by the school.  All staff members are trained in CPR and First Aid procedures.  The teaching 
staffs are highly qualified and dedicated to help each child foster growth and development in a positive way; 
mentally and physically.  
 
OUR PHILOSOPHY 
We believe a child’s first school experience should be in a loving and stimulating environment where 
children are encouraged to develop their natural desire to learn.  Our Pre-School provides an environment 
that is safe and conductive to positive exercise.  Children ages 2 through Pre-Kindergarten assemble and play 
together while being guided toward a joyful, wholesome pre-school experience.  An exciting learning 
environment is created to assist children in their skill development.  The pre-school’s objectives are to develop 
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the total character of each child by providing an experience of lasting value in the following areas: Indoor 
and outdoor play (on equipment suitable to age), theme based activities, creative arts and crafts, science, 
nature observation, rhythm and music, dance, story time and much more.  Our goal is to provide a wealth of 
experiences in a happy and healthy environment to help your child develop socially, emotionally, physically, 
and above all, intellectually.  Children are surrounded by an atmosphere of respect and loving appreciation 
for each individual.  
 
OUR PROGRAM 
Our program is academically based so that our students have the optimum opportunity for learning.  Our 
year-round program includes reading readiness, pre-math, music, safety, story-time; self-help skills, clay, 
dough, easel painting, finger painting, cutting and pasting, puzzles, science, and motor development.  The 
children’s day is divided into indoor and outdoor activities.  During the summer, recreational swimming is 
provided for all students in our pools.  Swimming instruction is also available to our students for an 
additional nominal fee.   
 
THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
The Department of Social Services is our licensing agency. Child Care Licensing (CCL).  They have the right 
and inspection authority to enter our school to inspect our facility and to review our staff and children‘s 
records. In addition, they also have the right to interview our staff and children without prior parental 
consent. 
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 
We require all parents to have their emergency information current and up-to-date at all times.  Please notify 
the school any time your address, home phone number, work phone number, or area code changes.  Please 
make sure additional contact numbers are also current and up-to-date.  In the event of an emergency, and we 
cannot reach anyone on your child’s file, an emergency release will be retained in your child’s file and 
Hadley School will provide emergency treatment for your child. 
 
HOURS OF OPERATION 
Although the school is open between 6:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., our academic program begins at 9:00 a.m. and 

concludes at 3:30 p.m.  We prefer your pre-school child attend school at least between the program hours.  Pre-School 

half days are from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.. 

Elementary grade students must attend between 9:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m..  
 

ARRIVAL AND PICKUP 
Each child MUST be accompanied into the school by an adult.  The State of California requires all children to be signed 

in and out with an adult’s complete signature.  The adult will sign the time of arrival with his – her signature on the 

Brightwheel then take the child outside or to his – her classroom.  The same procedure is to be followed in reverse order 

when picking up your child.  Do not allow your child to walk unattended through the parking lot!  All parents and 

visitors must enter and exit through the office.  We now have gate FOB’s that will let you into the gates when the school 

is open.  Gate FOB is available for a $25.00 REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT.   

TWO YEAR OLD CLASS 
Children will be introduced to age appropriate pre-school academics.  The children will learn to socialize and 
communicate with their classmates.  The two year old class will be introduced to letters, numbers, shapes and 
color through themes.  Academics will be taught through playful methods and fun activities.  Large and fine 
motor skills will be fostered using sensory play, language arts, and social skills will be developed through 
circle time, purposed play, and much more. 
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THREE YEAR OLD CLASS 
Children will be introduced to age appropriate pre-school academics through oral, visual and hands on 
materials to cover all learning modalities.  They will be introduced to numbers, letters sounds of letters, colors 
and shapes.  The children will learn how to identify their written name.  Academics will be taught using 
playful methods and fun activities.  Open ended learning experiences will be used to help critical thinking 
skills, challenging the several levels of thinking with open ended questions and experiments.   
 
4 YEAR OLD CLASS & JR. KINDERGARTEN 
The four year old children will enjoy pre-school academics using a threefold approach: oral, visual and 
written instruction.  They will develop age appropriate critical thinking skills.  They will learn how to count, 
identify numbers and practice writing the alphabet and their names.  They will play academic games that 
allow them to categorize sequence and grasp advance concepts.  Jr. Kindergarten readiness activities will be 
introduced and developed in fun, age appropriate ways.  
 
The children who will enter Kindergarten will require parents’ active participation to prepare them for a 
successful admittance.  The parents who actively assume this responsibility will enhance their child’s success 
on the Kindergarten entrance test and beyond.   
 
SWIM SCHOOL 
We always have on duty at the pool a Certified Lifeguard along with your child’s teacher.  Many of our 
teachers also have a Certified Lifeguard Certificates.  We maintain a 1 to 6 ratio at the pool.  All of our 
teachers and staff have current CPR and first aid certificates.   
 
We have two pool located inside the Swim School.  Our baby pool is 2 feet deep square and it has a step so 
your child may comfortably sit in the water.  The occupancy for our Baby Pool is 15 children. Our big pool 
starts off at 2 feet deep, the middle of our pool is 4 ½ feet deep and the deep end of the pool is 8 feet deep.  
Our occupancy for our Big Pool is 57.  The children who wish to swim in the deep end of the pool must take a 
daily swim test to be able to show they are qualified to swim in the deep end of the pool.  Our telephone 
system is also at the Swim School.  We have first aid at the Swim School which includes a back board in case 
of emergency.  We have two changing – bathrooms at the Swim School for the children which include a 
toilet, sink, soap and paper towels.  Our Swim School is completely fenced and secure and locked at all times. 
 
DANCE CLASS 
Miss Sheena is our dance teacher.  The children attend dance class on a weekly basis.  Dance is a primal part 
of human experience across all cultures and time periods that unites us all no matter our age. The benefits it 
has on early childhood development is definitely worth understanding.  
 
Physical Development 
Physical development is one of the most obvious benefits dance classes have for children. They are learning a 
great range of motion, body awareness, balance, muscle strength, coordination, and endurance. Movement 
patterns require the child to use their entire body to reach a level of fitness that is unparalleled by other 
activities. Through dance classes, kids begin to understand that the possibilities of movement are endless and 
fun to explore. 
 
Social Awareness 
In dance classes, children have the opportunity to learn in a comfortable social setting. They must take turns, 
work as a group, cooperate, share, understand space, form lines, watch and support one another, perform, 
and interact. They learn that communication can occur through immediate and effective movement to 
express an idea. The group dynamic in dance classes also challenges young ones to respect others as they 
share and move through space in unison. Many times you will see a very strong bond between dancers 
because of these efforts no matter how old they are.  
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Cognitive Development 
At a young age, children understand that movement can be used as a response to an idea or problem. This 
creates a cognitive link to a solution or outcome. This type of cognitive development creates an awareness of 
how to function in the world. For example, it is very common in dance classes for children to be taught to 
leap over a "river" (scarf or mat) so they don't get wet. This idea achieves several different concepts... leg 
extension, transferring weight, problem solving, imagination, balance, space recognition, etc. The idea is that 
physical expression or solutions give young ones another way to handle the world while their verbal 
communication develops.  
 
Emotional Maturity 
Because dancing is also an art form, children are learning how to creatively express their emotions as well. 
There are endless opportunities to share and be aware of various emotions as students experience one another 
and themselves through movement. Dance classes provide a structured outlet for a healthy physical and 
emotional release that helps develop emotional maturity.  
 
MUSIC CLASS  
Miss Cathy is our music teacher.  The children attend music class on a weekly basis.  Research has found that 
learning music facilitates learning other subjects and enhances skills that children inevitably use in other 
areas. “A music-rich experience for children of singing, listening and moving is really bringing a very serious 
benefit to children as they progress into more formal learning,” says Mary Luehrisen, executive director of 
the National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation, a not-for-profit association that promotes 
the benefits of making music.  

Making music involves more than the voice or fingers playing an instrument; a child learning about music 
has to tap into multiple skill sets, often simultaneously. For instance, people use their ears and eyes, as well as 
large and small muscles, says Kenneth Guilmartin, cofounder of Music Together, an early childhood music 
development program for infants through kindergarteners that involves parents or caregivers in the classes.  

“Music learning supports all learning. Not that Mozart makes you smarter, but it’s a very integrating, 
stimulating pastime or activity,” Guilmartin says.  

Language Development 
“When you look at children ages two to nine, one of the breakthroughs in that area is music’s benefit for 
language development, which is so important at that stage,” says Luehrisen. While children come into the 
world ready to decode sounds and words, music education helps enhance those natural abilities. “Growing 
up in a musically rich environment is often advantageous for children’s language development,” she says. But 
Luehrisen adds that those inborn capacities need to be “reinforced, practiced, celebrated,” which can be done 
at home or in a more formal music education setting.  

According to the Children’s Music Workshop, the effect of music education on language development can be 
seen in the brain. “Recent studies have clearly indicated that musical training physically develops the part of 
the left side of the brain known to be involved with processing language, and can actually wire the brain’s 
circuits in specific ways. Linking familiar songs to new information can also help imprint information on 
young minds,” the group claims.  

This relationship between music and language development is also socially advantageous to young children. 
“The development of language over time tends to enhance parts of the brain that help process music,” says 
Dr. Kyle Pruett, clinical professor of child psychiatry at Yale School of Medicine and a practicing musician. 
“Language competence is at the root of social competence. Musical experience strengthens the capacity to be 
verbally competent.” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6O_W49B-oU&feature=plcp
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Increased IQ 
A study by E. Glenn Schellenberg at the University of Toronto at Mississauga, as published in a 2004 issue of 
Psychological Science, found a small increase in the IQs of six-year-olds who were given weekly voice and 
piano lessons. Schellenberg provided nine months of piano and voice lessons to a dozen six-year-olds, drama 
lessons (to see if exposure to arts in general versus just music had an effect) to a second group of six-year-
olds, and no lessons to a third group. The children’s IQs were tested before entering the first grade, then again 
before entering the second grade.  

Surprisingly, the children who were given music lessons over the school year tested on average three IQ 
points higher than the other groups. The drama group didn’t have the same increase in IQ, but did 
experience increased social behavior benefits not seen in the music-only group. 

The Brain Works Harder 
Research indicates the brain of a musician, even a young one, works differently than that of a nonmusician. 
“There’s some good neuroscience research that children involved in music have larger growth of neural 
activity than people not in music training. When you’re a musician and you’re playing an instrument, you 
have to be using more of your brain,” says Dr. Eric Rasmussen, chair of the Early Childhood Music 
Department at the Peabody Preparatory of The Johns Hopkins University, where he teaches a specialized 
music curriculum for children aged two months to nine years.  

In fact, a study led by Ellen Winner, professor of psychology at Boston College, and Gottfried Schlaug, 
professor of neurology at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and Harvard Medical School, found changes 
in the brain images of children who underwent 15 months of weekly music instruction and practice. The 
students in the study who received music instruction had improved sound discrimination and fine motor 
tasks, and brain imaging showed changes to the networks in the brain associated with those abilities, 
according to the Dana Foundation, a private philanthropic organization that supports brain research.  

Spatial-Temporal Skills 
Research has also found a causal link between music and spatial intelligence, which means that 
understanding music, can help children visualize various elements that should go together, like they would 
do when solving a math problem.  

“We have some pretty good data that music instruction does reliably improve spatial-temporal skills in 
children over time,” explains Pruett, who helped found the Performing Arts Medicine Association. These skills 
come into play in solving multistep problems one would encounter in architecture, engineering, math, art, 
gaming, and especially working with computers.  

Improved Test Scores 
A study published in 2007 by Christopher Johnson, professor of music education and music therapy at the 
University of Kansas, revealed that students in elementary schools with superior music education programs 
scored around 22 percent higher in English and 20 percent higher in math scores on standardized tests, 
compared to schools with low-quality music programs, regardless of socioeconomic disparities among the 
schools or school districts. Johnson compares the concentration that music training requires to the focus 
needed to perform well on a standardized test.  

Aside from test score results, Johnson’s study highlights the positive effects that a quality music education can 
have on a young child’s success. Luehrisen explains this psychological phenomenon in two sentences: 
“Schools that have rigorous programs and high-quality music and arts teachers probably have high-quality 
teachers in other areas. If you have an environment where there are a lot of people doing creative, smart, 
great things, joyful things, even people who aren’t doing that have a tendency to go up and do better.” 
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And it doesn’t end there: along with better performance results on concentration-based tasks, music training 
can help with basic memory recall. “Formal training in music is also associated with other cognitive strengths 
such as verbal recall proficiency,” Pruett says. “People who have had formal musical training tend to be 
pretty good at remembering verbal information stored in memory.” 

Being Musical 
Music can improve your child’ abilities in learning and other non-music tasks, but it’s important to 
understand that music does not make one smarter. As Pruett explains, the many intrinsic benefits to music 
education include being disciplined, learning a skill, being part of the music world, managing performance, 
being part of something you can be proud of, and even struggling with a less than perfect teacher.  

“It’s important not to oversell how smart music can make you,” Pruett says. “Music makes your kid 
interesting and happy, and smart will come later. It enriches his or her appetite for things that bring you 
pleasure and for the friends you meet.” 
While parents may hope that enrolling their child in a music program will make her a better student, the 
primary reasons to provide your child with a musical education should be to help them become more 
musical, to appreciate all aspects of music, and to respect the process of learning an instrument or learning to 
sing, which is valuable on its own merit. 

“There is a massive benefit from being musical that we don’t understand, but it’s individual. Music is for 
music’s sake,” Rasmussen says. “The benefit of music education for me is about being musical. It gives you 
have a better understanding of yourself. The horizons are higher when you are involved in music,” he adds. 
“Your understanding of art and the world, and how you can think and express yourself, are enhanced.” 

For the first day of school your child will need: 
1.  First week’s tuition and registration (in advance) 
2.  Folding cloth nap mat (available online example Amazon – Walmart - Target)  
3.  Folding plastic red and blue nap mat (available online)  
4.  KING SIZE pillowcase (for Plastic Nap Mat) 
5.  Labeled change of clothing (all ages) 
6.  Shirt or paint smock 
7.  “Hadley School” T-shirt (available in the school office) 
8.  Disaster Supply Kit 
9.  Swim suit, towel, and thongs or swim shoes (for swimming months) 
 
We will provide a 30 day notice when amending the Parent Handbook and or Admission Handbook. 
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