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Annual Congregational Meeting
January 25 @ 11:00 am

' The Annual Congregational Meeting has been
(ONGREGATION set for Sunday, January 25, in the sanctuary
] | following the service beginning
M E G || approximately at 11:00 am.
[
Mark your calendar and plan on attending.
_— Any questions, please email or call the office
at 419-673-7278.

PLEASE JOIN US
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Most people, when thinking of this time of the year, may
think of this as wintertime. Some people describe this as
the holiday season, thinking of Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and New Year celebrations. For Christians, this is indeed
a season of holy days, but the seasons focus on Advent,
Christmas, and Epiphany.

For those of us in the Northern Hemisphere of the

world, those holy days reflect what we see occurring in
the natural world. Advent reminds us that the world is
cloaked in the darkness of sin, which is why people await-
ed a Savior long ago, and why we await His Second Com-
ing now. We hear about the condition of humanity along
with the hope that is to come. For instance, there is the
prophecy in Isaiah 9:2: “The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land
of deep darkness, on them has light shone.”

Then, in Christmas (just after the longest night of the year
on the Winter Solstice (21st of December), there comes a
light breaking into that darkness. Of course, this is the
Light of lights, Jesus the Christ, our Messiah, Lord, Mas-

ter, Savior,
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we celebrate
Jesus:
“And the

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen

his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

Finally, we celebrate the fact that the Light is not just to be
adored in awe and wonder (though we are to do just that in

worship). The Light has come that we may know the Way
and follow in it. As followers of Jesus, we are to reflect

that light into the world so others may know the Way. The

season of Epiphany is about discovering that Light and
growing in its presence to minister as Jesus would. In

Ephesians 3:1-13, Paul speaks of how the mystery of

BLoGOS

God’s wondrous grace was made known to him and is
now revealed to believers through Jesus. The Gospel (the
Good News) of Jesus was given to Paul even though he

_. was “the

i ,g‘« very least of

all the

o saints” (v 8)
“And to make allimer as he once

what is the fellowship ofthe mystery,

which from the beginning of.theworld,
hath been hid in God;

persecuted
the Church.
Now, the
Gospel

who created all things by Jesus Ch
Ephesians 3:9

comes to all

B who will
walk in the Way and allow the Light to guide them by
the Holy Spirit. Epiphany may be an event, but it is also
an ongoing process as we each grow and are sanctified by
the Holy Spirit.

That is why at the beginning of each year, I encourage
you to take up your Bibles and read. Follow the Bible
reading plan that will be included in this newsletter as
there is one included each January. Do as I do and
open to Genesis 1 and keep reading until you reach
the end of John’s Revelation (please note there is no
‘s’ on the end of that title!) This year, you have
another option. Janie, our Family Minister, is guiding a
group to do just that. They will be meeting regularly as
they read through the Bible by using Bible Recap.

That encompasses two aspects of our faith. On one
hand, all that we have is a gift of God. That is the
mystery of grace that we have received from God’s hand.
The gift is of God, from God, and ultimately for His
glory. It is complete in and through Him. It operates like
the season’s of the year—the amount of sunlight
decreases or increases according to standards that operate
outside human ability to impact, hasten, alter, or
control. The natural seasons will cycle through their
course whether we acknowledge them or not.

However, in acknowledging them, we can be carried

onward into a greater understanding of what is unfolding
(Continued on page 2)
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before our very eyes. That is the other aspect of this
season: it calls us to be a people on a journey, a
pilgrimage to bear witness to what God is doing in our
midst. In Advent, we are called to travel on the Way
where even the foolish cannot go astray (Isaiah 35:8). In
Christmas, we see Mary and Joseph traveling to
Bethlehem because Joseph was “of the house and lineage

of David” (Luke 2:4) and shepherds making the shorter A

VXXX

jaunt to Bethlehem to “see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known to us” (Luke 2:15). In
Epiphany, the Magi, the Wise Men of the East, came
bearing gifts (Matthew 2:1-12).

In like manner, we are called to be a people on the move.
We are called to follow where God would lead us, so we
might bear witness to His wondrous deeds, discover Him
more fully, and share with others that which we have heard
and seen in Him and through Him. We can tell others what
we have read in His Word, discovered by the leading of the
Holy Spirit, and seen on our journey of faith to encourage
them in their journey as well.

And people need encouragement, and not because it’s hard
to get through reading the Bible in a year. I know from my
own experience. Trying to read through Leviticus or
both books of Chronicles after the books of Kings can be
a slog until you grow to appreciate the narrative. But the
journey of

faith is hard
and fraught

5

| with peril.
| After
= receiving
the
visitation
and gifts of
the Magi,
Joseph took
Mary and
Jesus and fled to Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15). In that wake,
many others suffered needlessly as King Herod fell into a

rage (Matthew 2:16-18). Jesus’ journey in the world
came at a cost to Himself and to many others, even
Innocent children.

As we grow deeper in faith, we burn away worldly desires.
We are called “to put off your old self, which belongs to
your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful

ISISISISISISISINIIS)

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL
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-

MAKING AND MATURING
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST

desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your
minds, and to put on the new self, created after the
likeness of God in true righteousness and holi-
ness” (Ephesians 4:22-24). It’s a little harder than

"Put off your old self, which belongs
to your former manner of life...

...and put on the new self,
created after the likeness of God"

changing styles or gaining a new wardrobe.

For those accustomed to the dark, it is an act of faith to
step into the Light and to become accustomed to a greater
and greater bathing in the Light to a point that not even a
shadow remains. Some things do not thrive in the Light.
Others are burned away. For those who truly realize who
they are (and who they are meant to be), they will take up
the challenge to endure and be surrounded by the Light—
pure, holy, fully, and unadulterated.

The season’s are changing around us. As I call to you each
year, “Take up your Bible and read. Be changed and
transformed by the Word and the Spirit. Step more fully
into the Light.”

Walking with you in God’s Word,
Pastor Randall




Preaching Series

The past couple of years, the Sundays in
January have been marked by special
services—a very traditional Communion
service, healing services, prayer services,
and music Sundays. This year, the
Sundays of January into February (up to
Ash Wednesday) will be marked by
special services inspired by the rhythm of
the Church Year and the lectionary. We
will mark special Sundays as the ancient
Church once did and many of our
extended Church family still do in other
traditions and places.

If you liked any of those special services
or have other ideas for worship, feel free
to contact the Pastor, the church office, or
leave a note for WAM (the church’s
Worship, Arts, and Music committee).
Those services may reappear on some
other Sunday. If there is enough interest,
we could have a special worship service
at some other time than Sunday morning.

Additionally, as you read through the
Bible as the
Pastor has
encouraged
you to do on
the

preceding (R \

pages, feel . -~
free to Epiphany Worship
suggest

passages that are meaningful to you or
ones that raise questions for you. Feel free
to suggest topics, themes, or point of
doctrine that you feel would help you and
our church to grow closer to the Lord,
encourage us to respond to God’s grace
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more fully, or aid us in living out the faith
of Christ that rests in our hearts.

04 January Dave Beazley, guest preacher

Scripture ~ John 8:1-12
Sermon Truth or Grace?
11 January The Baptism of Our Lord

Baptism Renewal & Communion

Scripture ~ Matthew 3:13-17
Acts 10:23-43
Sermon God Anointed Jesus
18 January Confession of St. Peter
Scripture I Peter 5:1-4
Matthew 16:13-19
Sermon Serve Willingly
25 January Conversion of St. Paul
Scripture  Acts 26:9-21

Galatians 1:11-24
Sermon Persecutor to Proclaimer

O1February
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple

Scripture  Hebrews 2:14-18
Luke 2:22-40
Sermon  Like Us in Every Way
08 February  Scott Barrett, guest preacher

Scout Sunday

15 February Transfiguration Sunday
Scripture  Exodus 24:12-18
Matthew 17:1-9
Sermon  Enveloped in Glory
18 February Ash Wednesday, 7PM
Ashes, Communion, Anointing
Scripture  23rd Psalm
24th Psalm
25th Psalm

Lenten Sermon Series:
Jesus on the Margins
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Book-at-a-Time Bible Reading Plan

Discipleship Journal
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First Tuesday
Blanchard Place

Read the Bible in A Year Small Group

The Bible Recap Study will start on January 10 at 9 am.
The first week we will discuss the first 10 days. You will
need two resources for this study: the Bible Recap Study
Guide with daily questions (which is currently on sale on
Amazon for $12.34), and the Bible Recap one year
guide. The Bible Recap one year guide you can either
buy the physical book or you can access it through You
Version Bible App has the daily recap in a Podcast and a
reading version so you would not have to buy this book.
Please let Janie know if you have any questions or
would like to join us.

The Chosen Bible Study

The Chosen Bible Study — Season 5: begins January 10
at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall. Books can be purchased

online if you wish. A sign-up sheet is on the welcome
desk.

Afternoon Tea Party

An Afternoon Tea Party is scheduled for January 10
from 2-4 pm. There will be a mysterious guest who will
entertain us while we delight in our tea and snacks. Be
sure to get signed up, you do not want to miss out space
is limited.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN

@i%

SATURDAY, 10TH OF JANUARY
AT TWO O'CLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON

ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL CHURCH
211 E. CARROLL STREET
KENTON, OH 43326

hsyp

SIGN UP TODAY
419-673-7278
STJOHNSKENTON@GMAIL.COM

Made with Posterl

MyWall.com

Women’s Bible Study

Women’s Bible Study starts back up on January 11
at 9 am, they will begin Max Lucado — Life Lessons
from Matthew, which can be purchased online at
Amazon, Walmart, or Christianbook.com. A sign-up
sheet is on welcome desk.

v

On January 11 following the service, we will be
taking down the Christmas decoration and putting
them away. Please plan on staying to help out.

Volunteers needed to
un-decorate the church

Dinner Club

The following dinner club dates have
been scheduled so far for 2026:

January 14: meet at Pizza Hut at 11:30 am

February 28: meet at the church at 3:30 pm to go to
the Belle Center Diner

March 14: at Angle Back at 11 am in Marseilles
(meet at church at 10:30 am)

p;ayer For v
G 'Z‘Q(/Vew Youf" ‘~\

\

£\

ayer @ christianstt.com” .




M

MOMCO

We are having a luncheon following worship on
February 15 in the church fellowship hall. All are
invited to attend. Meal is provided, this is not a
potluck. We want to just have a time of fellowship
with each other. Please try to attend.

MomCo Mom’s group

The Mom Co Mom’s Group will start meeting on
January 19 at 9:30 am. They will have Morning
meet-ups on the 1* and 3™ Mondays of the month at
9:30 am and the evening meet-ups will be on the 2™
and 4™ Mondays of the month at 6 pm. Janie is
looking for volunteers to help with the meet-ups and
for help with childcare. If you are interested in
helping, please let her know. Moms of any age can
help, these mom’s need experienced moms for
advice and support.

U PCO M | N G Poinsettia Thank You

The Poinsettia stands were a beautiful addition once
again to celebrate Jesus’s birth! A “big” Thank
You” to all those who sponsored this memorial and
in honor project. The total proceeds were $1,000,
Upcoming Events half of this amount will to to the card ministry and
Mark Your Calendar the other half to WAM (Worship, Arts, and Music).
Thanks to Dave, our janitor for putting up the

Afternoon Tea Party: Jan. 10 from 2-4 pm : )
stands, Kay R. and Kathy for handling the slips and

Dinner Club: January 14— meet at Pizza Hut at

11:30 am donations. Happy Birthday Jesus and Merry

Annual Congregational Meeting: Jan. 25 at 11 am Christmas to all

Soup Cook off & Euchre/Cards: February 1 after Nancy Weaver

worship

Movie Night: February 6 New Prayer Request Opportunity
Church Family Luncheon: February 15 at 11:15 am .

Dinner Club: February 28 at Belle Center Diner— Our website has a new feature, a Prayer Request
meet at church at 3:30 pm page. Any one at any time will now be able to
Dinner Club: March 14 at Angel Back in send a request for prayer using this link. It will

come into an email that Pastor Randall, the office,
and Janie will have access to 24 hours a day. We
can then reach out and pray with or for the person
requesting prayers based on their request. We are
working on a QR code that will take you to the
page and that will be put it on business cards that

Marselles—Meet at church 10:30 am, lunch at 11 am
Bring a Friend to Church & Luncheon w/Bingo:
March 22 following worship

Dinner Club: April 17 at Cheers to You in Upper
Sandusky—meet at church 5:30 pm dinner at 6 pm

Bike Blessing & Bike and Car Show: May 17 we can give out during outreach or to someone
Rock the Lake: August 1 who we meet that may need prayer. These cards
Back to School Bash: August 8 will be made available to the church to hand out as

Fait Booth: September 8-12 well. Please take a moment and check it out.



ﬁ} Christmas Gratitude

(¢ Every year, Kathy, Augustin, Angel, and I are
«“ blessed to be a part of the St. John’s
Evangehcal Church family. We are thankful
‘= for all the gifts. Many of you remembered me
«% for my b1rthday and pastor appreciation

T

FEFFFFFFFFFFg@@@@@@i@@@TETaq
e

p Mission of the Month—
& Matthew 25:35-40
“,.Z. Outreach Initiative

o 58
J

..@ " The mission committee has created the Matthew 25
¢ Outreach initiative to cover any local mission
qx\. projects throughout the year that is not one of our

¢ month in October, and it usually begins with a < regular missions of the month. Any questions,

: reminder to the congregation from Women’s
¢ Ministry. Then, in November, Kathy has her
«“ own special day Once Thanksglvmg, Advent,
¢ and December come, there is a parade of glfts
¢ from the church and 'individuals. T deeply

«m appreciate the notes, cards, and letters. While
«C I cannot eat like I once did, I appreciate the
ﬁ = baked goods, candies, and food items. T am

« blessed by the gifts that people give, and the
'f“ thought that goes into them.

ﬁa In all things, we are blessed by our church
« family. As always, hugs, encouraging words,

“Z please see a committee member.
Q§

i© Mission/Evangelism
Upcoming Events—2026

February 6—Movie Night

w March 22—Bring a friend Sunday w/luncheon

“ May 17 —Bike Blessing & Bike and Car Show

“:5: June—OQutreach

Q§

¢
"‘3 v July—Outreach

«“ and heartfelt prayers are some of the best glfts W August 1—Rock the Lake

of all.

;px We each thank you from our grateful hearts.

«* We appreciate you, our church family. We

ﬁ} look forward to serving in your midst.

ﬁ:“‘ God bless you and your Christmas

cI“ celebrations. May 2026 be a year of blessing
% as you continue to walk with the Lord and

«m grow in the Light of His Love.

«:}; With Christmas and New Year blessings,

Pastor Randall

Give back every time
you shop at Christianbook!
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| -'iw’d

Chﬁsﬁanbook

Christianbook Giveback Program

If you order from Christianbook, please use the Or-
ganization ID: EXAYYYV the church will receive 4%
cash back on eligible purchase. You can text GIVE-
BACK to 95498 and register with the ID above.

August 8—Back to School Bash
«‘Z September 8-12—Fair Booth

Friday With Friends

w Fr1day With Friends is a wonderful group of widows

ﬂ“ and widowers who meet twice a month for a special

“ < time of food, fellowship, and fun. They meet the first
¢ and third Fridays of every month. Please join them if

ew you are a widow or widower. This is not exclusive to

““' St. John’s, so pass the word along to someone that
you know who could be blessed by this special group.

'° For more information, contact Ethel Koch at 419-674
-6344.

Forthcoming outings will be as follows:

If out of town, meet at St. John’s, corner of Wayne St.
and E. Carrol St. to carpool. They leave sharply at
10:45. Still eating at 11:30 am.

January 2—Ralphies (Kenton)

January 16—Pfeiffer Station—back room (Kenton)
February 6—Jac N Does (Kenton)

February 20—Salsa’s (Kenton)

March 6—Midway Restaurant (Kenton)

March 20—American Table (Lima)

April 3—Golden Grill Buffet (Bellefontaine)
April 17—Bob Evans (Lima)



Happy New Year St. John’s Family. It is hard to believe we are starting a new year.
2025 came and went like a blur. I am excited to start this new year and see what it has
to bring to St. John’s. Each year a friend and I choose a word for our year. It is meant
to create a focus for the year. This year my word is growth. Growth for my life and
walk with God, but also growth for the church. I will be spending a great deal of time
working on ways to grow the church. We will be trying many different things
throughout the year. The one thing I need is volunteers. Please consider just giving me 2 hours a week, so that
we can make these programs a success.

Richard and I have been working hard on the website and have made some changes and will work on a few
more. We will be adding a virtual tour very soon. This will allow visitors the opportunity to check out the
church before they come the first time. I think this will add a great deal of value to us. We have business cards
with the QR code that Richard created for us that will drive people to the website, and on the other side has the
QR code that will drive people to the prayer page if they need prayer. We can give them out to people when we
do outreach.

We will be starting a mom’s group in January. It is called MomCo. It is a faith-based program, and they
provide Curriculum, training and marketing materials. I think this will be a good opportunity to invite younger
families to the church. I already have 8 moms looking for more information. We will have a daytime meeting
on the 1 and 3™ Monday from 9:30-11:00 am, and the 2™ and 4™ Monday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm. Our
first meeting will be January 19,2026. I will have flyers going out next week. I will be asking for volunteers to
help and maybe some to offer childcare. Please prayerfully consider volunteering.

We will be having our Afternoon Tea on January 10, 2026, so if you have not signed up, please do. There is a
sign-up sheet at the back of the sanctuary. We will be having some mystery live entertainment that you do not
want to miss.

I am working on getting some small groups/Life groups started. I will be starting the first one in January. We
will be doing a read the Bible in a year small group. We will meet each week and deep dive into what we read
that week. The plan is called The Bible Recap and they have a workbook for each days reading with questions
and there is a companion book or podcast that goes with the reading. The books are available on Amazon or
Christianbooks.com and the podcast is available on You Version Bible App. If you have any questions or need
help ordering the books, please let me know. We are planning on having it on Saturday mornings with a start
time of either 9 or 10 am.

We have several members who are homebound or are in nursing care and we need to support them more. We
also have members who are having surgery or health issues who also need help. With that in mind we are
going to start a visitation ministry. We will need volunteers who are able to visit people at home or in nursing
homes. We will create a schedule to ensure we are meeting the needs of these folks and show them they are
still very much a part of our church family. Please consider signing up for this ministry.

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please reach out to me and I am happy to talk to you.
God Bless,

Janie

Birthday Blessings
(over SO yrs. Young)

January Birthdays on File:

We like to recognize members who are 80 years or
older. Please contact the church office to add a name to

Celebrate Recovery Meal Sign Up

St. John’s supplies a meal for Celebrate our birthday list. Thank you so much!
Recovery twice a month. The meals is the . . .
second and Fourth Tuesday of each month for January 5: ]1)11 3n§c1i{(igdse tn schield
approximately 25-30 people. If you are able to Kenton. OH 43 326

provide food, please sign-up in the back of the
sanctuary. Please have the food at the church at January 29:  Juanita Rader
6 pm in the kitchenette across from the chapel. ’ /o Kenton Nursine & Rehab
Any questions, please see Anna LaWarre or oo Be &
117 Jacob Parrot Rd.

Jerry Pfister. Kenton, OH 43326



St. John’s Evangelical Church
Church Council Minutes
Thursday, November 13, 2025
6:00 PM

Call to Order - Anna LaWarre, President
Opening Prayer— Pastor Randall

GUEST SPEAKER; Dave Odegard gave an update on Stone Table Church. First Sunday morning service in St John's
will be Jan. 11, 2026 at 11:15 in the chapel. We will also have a Christmas contemporary service Dec. 21, 2025. An
agreement was made to allow Stone Table Church to use the facilities at no charge for the first year pending no unusual
occurrences in our finances.

Leadership Development - Pastor Randall

Officer Reports

Secretary’s Report - October 9 minutes approved

REPORTS

1) Financial Report—Jerry Pfister/Kay Rush—Motion to approve and accepted

2) Family Minister—Janie Risner—Dec. 17 Kid’s Christmas Program

3) Worship, Arts & Music—Pastor—21* December, Contemporary Christmas Eve service with Stone Table Church
4) Women’s Ministry—Kay Rush—Women’s Celebration (Nov. 20); Ag Banquet (Dec. 2); Undecorating Church—Jan 11
5) Personnel Committee—Kay Rush—No report

6) Pastoral Relations- Anna LaWarre—next meeting March 2

7) Trustees (LeVern Weaver, Greg Martin, Richard Katterjohn)

e ATV Report Submitted; Van— LeVern: Due for oil change; Farm: Greg Martin—Crops off

Church Maintenance: Temple to charge $90 to plow, $85 to salt around the church; $55 to plow, $50 to salt the three
parking lots

8) Missions, Evangelism—Anna LaWarre
e Put together list of 'Missions of the Month

e Getting names from Helping Hands - gifts need to be wrapped and back by Dec. 10th
e Bed ministry delivered 5 beds thanks to Jake Eikenbary and a few other helpers
e  Gave $500 for postage for shoe box ministry and $500 to Love Inc.

9) Pastor’s Report - Pastor Randall report submitted

Old Business:

e Security system needs attention - Will have to pay a fee to get someone to check it out. May have to change phone
in elevator to wireless to solve problem

New Business:

e All committee members are staying on where they are. Heather is learning Kay's job and Dave Beazley is learning
Jerry's job

e Annual report need to be to Kathy the first week in January

e Committee budget reports - tabled

e Annual Meeting agenda items: Secede from UCC (will need to change constitution and bylaws), Budget

e Heating system thermostats need to be set manually

¢ Greg to install switches in first floor restrooms as automatic light are not shutting off

Next Meeting: December 11, 2025 6:00 PM website: stjohnskenton.org
ADJOURNMENT—LORD’S PRAYER Facebook: St Johns Kenton, Ohio

Youtube: St. John's Evangelical Church

@3 YouTube




