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Joint Service & Picnic with     
Stone Table Church—June 14 

On June 14, we will have a combined service 
with Stone Table Church in the sanctuary at 
10 am and then go to Boy Scout Lake for a 
picnic. The meat will be provided, please 
bring your favorite side dish if you are able.  

                       All are welcome! 



 

 

 

I thought about this topic recently as I heard some pastors 
bemoan the fact that fewer and fewer people are having 
church weddings or are utilizing clergy as their officiants. 
We are living in an increasingly secularized society, and 
our government will grant people status to be a wedding 
officiant. 
 
However, I have seen how this can work out for the 
good. One of the participants in the Saturday mornings 
Men’s Bible Study was asked by a relative to officiate at 
his wedding. The couple had no desire for a church   
wedding or connection to a church or clergyperson. The 
uncle was reluctant to take on this role. However, he 
consulted me. I encouraged him to do it, and I gave him a 
few tools to utilize. The wedding was beautiful. Even 
more than that, their officiant took his role seriously and 

made the couple go through 
premarital counseling.  
 
Without the uncle’s              
intervention, this couple may 
have had a secular wedding. 
They could have been married 
in the church, but the church 
and the pastor could have served 
as little more than a backdrop to 
the larger event. Some people 
use the venue without thinking 

about what the place represents or how it is to impact 
them. In this case, the uncle was able to share the Gospel 
with the prospective couple prior to their wedding day. 
On their wedding day, he was able to share God’s Word, 
pray over them, and bless them and all who gathered. 
The priesthood of all believers did its job. 
 

Again, I know there are many who object to this notion. 
We have seen its abuse. Religion is not meant to be    
democratized. The priesthood of all believers is NOT the 
tyranny of the majority. Nor is it about people dividing 
into factions where one group does this or one group 
does that. Go back and read Ephesians 4. Those called 
into leadership set the tone for the local church. They set 

(Continued on page 2) 

In case you don’t know this, I am a big proponent of the 
priesthood of all believers. We see it in the early Church. 
Protestants reclaimed the idea when they responded to a 
drift from what made the Church the Church, according to 
biblical teachings. 
 
In one church I served, after preaching and teaching on the 
priesthood of all believers, we starting expanding the   
ministry of the saints, the believers in the congregation. I 
probably preached on a passage like Ephesians 4. There, 
Paul writes about the various types of leaders that God  
raises up in the Church. Within the Church, leaders are not 
to accomplish all the work and ministry of the Church. 
Instead, leaders are called to unleash the ministry of all 
people. The work of leaders is to “to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:12). 
 
All the saints do the work of        
ministry, and all the saints are      
responsible for building up the body 
of Christ, which is the Church. So, in 
that previous church, elders starting 
taking a larger role in Communion—
sometimes on Sunday mornings and 
by taking Communion to shut-ins. 
One elder took offense at this. He 
was trying to protect me and my role 
as pastor. He wanted me to be special and to have        
functions that were unique to me. However, such thinking 
led to the abuses that created the Reformation—ordained 
leaders took over too much that belonged to the laity. 
 
In a local congregation that takes seriously the priesthood 
of all believers, my role as pastor is not to do all the work 
of the church. I am to be a catalyst that helps people      
discover their spiritual gifts and to help them employ those 
gifts for the strengthening of the church. I do that work 
through prayer, preaching, and teaching. Sometimes that 
work is done publicly, sometimes that work is done in 
small groups like committees, and sometimes it is          
accomplished by helping an individual through one-on-one 
conversation.  
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a direction. They cast a vision. In response, members of 
the church—the saints—all pull together in one         
direction to fulfill that vision, do the work of ministry, 
and build up the body of Christ—the Church. 
 
I was speaking with another group of ministers recently. 
One pastor, who serves a small church in the northern 
end of New England, told how his church was growing. 
Almost embarrassed, he mention that he’s not much of a 
preacher nor does he have great charisma. However, a 
young couple started attending his church about a year ago. 
For some reason, they like the pastor’s preaching and the 
congregation. With little effort from the members of the 
church, they decided to stay and join the church. Now, 
they invite other people to come to the church. They even 
offer to give them rides. This is the church being the 
church when the saints decide to take ownership of the 
ministry of the church and make themselves responsible for 
the health and vitality of the local church. 
 
This is also why I invite people to suggest topics for       
sermons. I have ideas, and I can develop more. There are a 
slew of resources to help me find 
worship materials and develop 
services. However, I have      
discovered that I am enriched 
when others suggest scripture, 
topics, or other elements of 
worship. 
 
I see this most notably in the 
music of  our congregation. I do 
not have musical or singing gifts, 
but I love music. I have          
discovered that I am limited in 
choosing appropriate songs and 
music. Thankfully, we have an 
abundance of people who have such gifts. I thought I knew 
most hymns, but just within the past few months, we sang 
a couple of hymns that were new to me. I enjoyed them 
immensely. Those songs nourished my soul and uplifted 
my spirit. The same is true for our contemporary songs 
(with which I am not that familiar) as well. I, and our 
whole congregation, am enriched because of the        
priesthood of all believers. 
 
If you want to learn more about the priesthood of all     
believers, you can go and read Ephesians 4, or you can 
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read Acts 2:42-47 and put it into practice. There, you 
will find four things the early church did together.   
Wherever you start, go to the next step. When you reach 
the fourth one, start all over again, and do it with the  
other saints in the church. 
 
Those four steps are: 1. kerygma—proclamation, being 
part of the worship life of the church; 2. didache—
teaching, being part of a Bible study/small group in the 
church; 3. koinonia—fellowship, spending time with 
church members in social activities; and 4. diakonia—
service, doing the ministry work of the church. 
 

The more people seize hold of 
being a member of the priest-
hood of all believers, the 
healthier and more vital our 
local congregation will       
become. When people use 
their gifts as the priesthood of 
all believers, the church 
grows. At the end of May, we 
celebrated Pentecost Sunday 
on the 24th followed by   
Trinity Sunday on the 31st. 
Out of those events comes the 
season of Pentecost, which 
will take us to Advent. It’s the 
longest season of the year, 

which reminds us that God has invested greatly in His 
people so they can live out the glorious life that is to be 
ours when we are led by the Holy Spirit. 
 
A Spirit-led person is one who in the service of the Lord. 
A Spirit-led person uses their gifts to bring glory to God 
and to serve others. A Spirit-led person is a member of 
the priesthood of all believers. 
 
                 With Christ-filled blessings,                                                              

                                       Pastor Randall 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH: 

MAKING AND MATURING 

 DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST 
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05 July         Pastor Vacation 

Guest preacher: Rev. Dr. David Odegard 
Stone Table Church 

    
12 July              Pastor Vacation 

Guest Preacher: John Wesly Korani 
Stone Table Church 

    
19 July 
 Scripture Jeremiah 29:1-9 
   Colossians 3:22-25 

        Sermon        The Sacred v The Secular 
Theme: The Priesthood of All Believers 

 
26 July 
 Scripture I Samuel 28:3-25 
         (Saul & the Witch of En-dor) 
   John 8:39-47 
           (emphasis: vv 43-44) 
 Sermon       AI and the Spiritual Realm 
     Theme: AI, Chatbots, and Grief 
 
02 August 

 Scripture 23rd Psalm 
   Hosea 14:1-4 
 Sermon         23rd Psalm—A Daily Prayer 
 
09 August 
 Scripture Daniel 2:17-23 
   I Peter 1:3-12 
 Sermon Saints & Angels 
 
Pastor Randall has often said that he believes that 
every Christian has at least one good sermon within 
him or her. If you would like to share a message, 
please contact the pastor. The same is true if you 
want to read scripture, be an acolyte or usher. There 
is room for you in the choir or to share special    
music. 
 
Beyond Sunday morning, you can join the          
visitation group. If you want to invite others to our 
church, connect with our evangelism committee. If 
you have other ideas to serve, come to a mission 
meeting. 
 
If you want to discover your spiritual groups, let 
Pastor Randall or Janie know. They will meet with 
you individually or create a setting where you can 
grow in your faith and service. 

 
 
 

Preaching Series 
There are still opportunities to share you ideas 
for summer worship. After graduation Sunday, 
the Summer Sermon Series will begin. These  
services have been shaped by the suggestions of 
members of our church. Some have grown out of 
conversations at Bible Studies. Some have come 
in response to ideas in our culture. Some have 
come from the hearts and minds of our members. 
Some are due to a person wanting to learn more 
about a passage or its meaning. 
 
One of the great things Pastor Randall has       
discovered by this exercise is that one person’s 
request has given comfort or 
insight to numerous other 
persons in our congregation. 
There are still a few weeks 
available, so feel free to 
make suggestions for     
scriptures and sermon topics. 
If you have suggestions for 
songs or other elements of 
worship, those are welcome 
too! 
 
07 June   Graduation Sunday 
 Scripture Acts 11:19-30; 13:1-3 
   Matthew 10:7-16 
 Sermon Be a Barnabas  
 

Summer Preaching Series 
14 June           Church Picnic 
 Scripture Judges 11:29-40 
   Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
 Sermon      Know Your Bible: Jephthah  
 
21 June 
 Scripture Deuteronomy 24:1-5 
   Mark 10:1-12 
 Sermon Happiness in Marriage 
 
 28 June 
 Scripture Romans 13:1-8 
   Mark 12:13-17 
 Sermon Unlimited Submission 
 
In 1750, Congregationalist minister Jonathan 
Mayhew (1720-1766) preached the                  
sermon Concerning Unlimited Submission. 
This sermon helped create the atmosphere in the 
colonies to overthrow tyranny and create the 
United States of America. This is a nod to the 
celebration of our 250th anniversary as a nation.  
 
 



 

 

 
           

 

 

 

Rock the Lake Volunteers 
On August 1 at Old Field Beach with doors opening  
at 1pm. There will be a sign-up sheet in the back of 
the sanctuary if you would like to carpool. To sign 
up go to riverradio.com\rockthelake/ and click the 
volunteer sign up button 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
Graduation Sunday: June 7 

Combined Service/Church Picnic:  June 14  

Dinner Club: June 27 to G&R Tavern (Waldo) meet 
at church at 11:15 am 

Dinner Club: July 11 at Circle of Friends in 
Findlay12:00 pm (meet at 11:30 am) 

VBS: July 19-22 from 5-7 pm 

Rock the Lake: August 1—register online  

Back to School Bash: August 8 

Dinner Club: Woody’s (Lake) leave after church 

Fait Booth:  September 8-12 

Kingdom Kids Kick Off: Oct. 4 from 2-4 pm 

Elijah Profit of Fire Show: October 10 at 1 pm 

Memorial Sunday: November 1 

Women’s Celebration: November 19 

 

 

Summer Office Hours:   

Summer Office Hours: 8:30-12:30 

June 29-July 12: Forester Vacation 
  8:30-10:30 am  
  (tentative office hours) 

July 13– July 30: Simon Kenton  
                           Summer School  
M– R: 8:30-10:30 & 12:30-2:30 
Fridays: 8:30-12:30 
 
As always, please call 419-673-7278 or text              
567-295-8248 with any questions. Thank you for your 
understanding.  

http://riverradio.com


 

 

   

 

So God Made a Father: A Moving Father's Day Poem 

 

So God Made a Father 

At the dawn of time, God looked down on all He had made and said, “Now, I need a caretaker.” So, God made a father. 

God said, “I need someone to teach children to fish, and to ride a bike without training wheels, and to play catch in the backyard. It 
must be someone who’s tough enough to run a chainsaw and wield a machete and yet, gentle enough to join his little girl and her 
dolls for tea.” So, God made a father. 

“I need someone to bring the car around when it’s raining, so everyone else can stay dry. Someone who will keep jumper cables in 
his truck, just in case he needs to help a stranger. I need someone to notice practical things, like how the tread on the tires is    
wearing and if the weather stripping around the front door needs replacing, for no one else will.” “I’ll create someone who’s strong 
enough to open a tightly sealed jelly jar and tall enough to place the angel on top of the Christmas tree. Someone who will be    
gracious enough to let his son fish the best fishing hole or to let his daughter win at least one hand of gin rummy.”  

“Yes, he will struggle to find his glasses and keys,” God thought. “But I’ll help him find time for the important things, like       
tumbling with the kids in the den floor, or saying ‘I’m proud of you, son,’ or giving Mama a hug.” So, God made a father. 

God said, “I need someone brave enough to carve the Thanksgiving turkey, for no one else seems to want the job. Someone who’s 
not afraid to go into Grandma’s dark cellar, or to check on what goes bump in the night, or to remove the dead mouse from the 
mousetrap.”  “I need someone wise enough to know when to let his child fail. Someone who will pick her up, dry her tears and say, 
‘Honey, I know you can do it! Give it another try.’”  

“I need someone who listens more than he talks. Who will stand by his family through laughter and tears, tornadoes and snow-
storms, good times and bad. Someone who will love his kids and love their mother even more.” So, God made a father. 

God said, “I need someone to provide for the family. Someone who will get up early and stay up late and never complain. I need 
someone who’s willing to make unpopular decisions and stand by them. Someone to provide authority and discipline, as well as 
love.” “I need someone with broad shoulders, broad enough to carry a little child around town and broad enough to pull more than 
his fair share. Yes, I need someone who will work the second-shift, or take second-best, or play second fiddle, so that his family 
can have it better than he did.”  

“I need someone who is willing . . . willing to man up and provide the love, support and strength his family will so desperately 
need.” So, God made a father. 

“Sometimes, he will not feel worthy of the love his family gives him. There will be times when he fails to live up to my ideal 
standard. But when his family needs him, he will show up, or give up, or do whatever needs to be done.” 

“Yes, that’s exactly what I need,” thought God as He shook His head. “A father to love my children, and if necessary, to lay down 
his life for them. Someone . . . well, someone like Me.” So, God made a father. He is the first hero a little child will ever know. His 
influence lasts much longer than his life. He is an earthly portrayal of the Heavenly Father. 

Celebrating Our Heavenly Father on Father's Day 

On Father’s Day, our nation will pause to celebrate our fathers. But it might be difficult for you to celebrate because your father is 
no longer around. Or maybe your relationship with your father is broken, or not what you hoped it would be.  Even if you can’t 
celebrate with your earthly father on Father’s Day, you can still celebrate with your Heavenly Father. 

If you belong to God, then you have a great Father. And because you are His, you can never be called fatherless. The Lord even 
gave you His name to wear. Wear it with pride. You are a treasured member of His family. 

This Father’s Day, you can celebrate God’s promises to you:  

He will never leave you or abandon you. Heb. 13:5 
God has reserved a place for you at His table. Eph. 2:6 
He will give you strength when you’re weak. Is. 40:29 
The Lord will love you always. Ps. 118:1 
God will protect you. 2 Thess. 3:3 
He will help you keep going. Ps. 54:4 
The Lord will comfort you in hard times. Ps. 23:4  
He will give you everlasting life. Jn. 6:40 

This Father’s Day, remember to honor your Heavenly Father, first. Then be sure to honor your earthly father (or a father you love). 
Here are a few ideas: 

 Give your father a hug and a heartfelt thank you.  

 Overlook your differences. Extend him grace and understanding. 

 Make a call or a visit.  

 Surprise your Dad with his favorite chocolate cake.  

 Send a Father’s Day card telling your Dad that you love him. Place the poem above* in the 

card. 

May Patterson 

Updated Jun 10, 2025  

Crosswalk 

Inspired by Paul Harvey's "So God Made a Farmer," read this poem celebrating the amazing characteristics God gave all fathers. 

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/what-is-christmas-understanding-the-history-and-origin.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/thanksgiving-prayers-give-thanks.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A5&version=NET
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Is.+40%3A29&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+118%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%203%3A3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2054%3A4&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%3A40&version=NIV
https://maypatterson.com/2016/06/not-really-pajama-day-call-dad/
https://www.crosswalk.com/author/may-patterson/


 

 

Mission of the Month— 
Bryan & Katie Crabtree– Thailand 

Bryan and Katie, both of Northwest Ohio, each came 
to personally know Jesus Christ as savior in their 
teen years. Bryan previously attended St. John’s and 
helped with the youth group. After they met, Katie 
joined Bryan in attending St. John’s where they 
would eventually marry before moving to their first 
home in Bellefontaine. Now they are missionaries in 
Thailand.  

The Lord has laid it on their hearts to share this hope 
that they’ve found with those that have yet to hear. In 
Thailand, Katie teaches a Christian curriculum to her 
first grade students who primarily come from      
Buddhist families. Bryan is laying the groundwork 
needed to see a church planted in this unreached   
area. Both are engaged in learning the Thai language 
to connect with more and more people.                  
The Crabtrees have 4 beautiful children- Elli, Ava, 
Theo & Jonah. 

St. John’s Evangelical Church 
Church Council Minutes 
Thursday, April 9, 2026 

6:00 PM 

Call to Order - LeVern Weaver, President 

Opening Prayer– Pastor Randall 

Leadership Development - Pastor Randall 

Officer Reports 

Secretary’s Report -  March 12 minutes amended 

REPORTS 

1) Financial Report—LeVern—Motion to approve 
and accepted  

2) Family Minister—Janie Risner—written re-
port—Renew Momco—Bowling rescheduled 

3) Worship, Arts & Music—Pastor– good report of 
Stone Table joining for Easter; nxt mtg. May 14 

4) Women’s Ministry—Carol Wilcox- As Kay 
stepped down from doing banquets, it was decided 
to rent fellowship hall for the banquets and have 
them cater their own meals.  A motion was made 
for catered banquets in fellowship hall there will be 
no use of the dishwasher, stove, convection oven, 
dishes, glasses, or silverware and steam table.  
LeVern to supervise the 3 banquets this year  

5) Personnel Committee—Carol Wilcox 

Kay Rush resigned from council—a replacement 
will be appointed. 

6) Pastoral Relations-  No report– meeting June 1 

7) Trustees  (LeVern Weaver, Greg Martin,     
Richard Katterjohn) 

 ATV—written report—new sound board cost-
ing $3500, which was donated 

 Van– LeVern—no report 

 Farm—have to redo rent this year 
Church Maintenance: getting new rose bushes 
8) Missions, Evangelism—Anna LaWarre—
Morgan’s Place  Speaker—April 26 luncheon to 
follow. May 17– Bike Blessing/Car Show 

9) Pastor’s Report - Pastor Randall written report  

Old Business: LeVern looking for a fireproof box. 
Jeff reported on progress with denomination search 
Looking into Church of God in Findlay (Stone   
Table comes from there) 
New Business:  
Jerry suggested taking out an annuity instead of life 
insurance for Pastor with Kathy as beneficia  

Correspondence– Ltr. From Kay Rush resigning 
from council 

Next Meeting: May 14, 2026 6:00 PM  

   ADJOURNMENT—LORD’S PRAYER 

Friday With Friends 

Friday With Friends is a wonderful group of widows 
and widowers who meet twice a month for a special 
time of food, fellowship, and fun. They meet the first 
and third Fridays of every month. Please join them if 
you are a widow or widower.  This is not exclusive to 
St. John’s, so pass the word along to someone that you 
know who could be blessed by this special group. For 
more information, contact  Ethel Koch at 419-674-
6344. 
Forthcoming outings will be as follows: 

If out of town, meet at St. John’s, corner of Wayne St. 
and E. Carrol St. to carpool.  They leave sharply at 
10:45. Still eating at 11:30 am. 

June 5—Acheson’s (Lake) 
June 19—Beer Barrel (Lima) 
July 17—Tony’s (Findlay) 
August 7—Casa Lu Al (Lima) 
August 21—Tilton Hilton (Lake) 
September 18—Belle Center Diner (Belle Center) 

Birthday Blessings  
(over 80 yrs. Young) 

June Birthdays on File: 

June 7   Jerry Pfister 
   207 Hideaway Drive 
   Kenton, OH 43326 

We like to recognize members who 
are 80 years or older. Please contact the church 
office to add a name to our birthday list. Thank 



 

 

Kingdom Kids - We have ended for the summer. We start back up October 14th with 
the Kickoff planned for October 4. We took 20 kids bowling on April 23. They had a 
lot of fun and so did we.  They all did a really good job and listened well. So, I would 
love to plan more things like this in the future. Our final night we got to have fun and 
play games, and they all got a prize with their Bible bucks.  

VBS is scheduled for July 19-22 from 5-7pm. Our theme this year is Armor of God. I have found some great 
curriculum, and I have been buying supplies. I have wanted to do this lesson for a while now and I think we 
will have a lot of fun with it. We will spin off of that for the Kickoff. Using a medieval theme. We are looking 
for Volunteers to help in the kitchen and with the kids.  

Church Picnic – We are having a Joint picnic with Stone Table Church. They will join us for our service. June 
14 after church at Boy Scout Lake. Bring your favorite side dish if you want but not required. The Churches 
will provide the main course.  We will have fun, food, and games. Please plan on joining us. 

Total Wellness Tuesday (Tips for Aging) - We have the first series of lunch and learns planned. We have a 
group called WISE who has a 6-week series, and they will kick us off. They will provide all the meals and 
goodies for the six weeks. The dates for that will be June 9, 16, 23, July 7, 14, & 21. They must do their      
program weekly. Then in August we will start doing the 2nd Tuesday of every month. These sessions will be 
things like Balance and strength training, financial planning and wills and trusts, Healthy eating, Brain Health, 
and Technology and Scam prevention. I am working with Area Agency on Aging, Alzheimer's Association, 
and OSU extension office to help plan these events. Please watch for more information on these events. I am 
very excited about this program.  

Planning Meeting on June 4 at 7:00 pm. If you would like to be part of what is happening at the church this is 
the place to be. Some of the things we will be talking about are community outreach, community meal, Fall 
picnic, MomCo, and things of that nature.  

MomCO has ended for the summer. I am planning a project with my evening Mom’s for the summer. They 
were really enjoying their time with me. I gave them a couple of options, and they chose the best one. We will 
be making prayer Bibles.  This is a new trend but an awesome tool to strengthen your prayer life as well. We 
have our meetings on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 6:30 pm. We will start on June 1, then June 8th then back to 
regular schedule. If you have any questions, please ask. 

Volunteer opportunities 

We have a few mission opportunities coming up this summer through Missions and Evangelism. Project 10:27 
on June 13 and one for July that Anna is working on (more to come).  

We are also planning on doing some community outreach into the apartment complexes and evangelize to the 
parents and kids. We will have those dates after the planning meeting. We will be doing evangelizing on Trick 
or Treat night instead of just passing out candy. We have popcorn and things we will be passing out while 
walking around town. If you are interested in helping or have ideas 
for evangelism or missions, please let me know. We need to do 
better meeting people where they are first. 

 

 

Laundromat Ministry 

The mission committee is inviting all members to 
join them in the Laundromat Ministry. If you are 
interested in going sometime, let Mary Ralston 
know when you are available. You may also   
support the ministry by filling pill bottles with 
quarters that are included in the packets. They are 
also available on the welcome desk.  They       
distribute bags that contain church info. along 
with laundry pods, dryer sheets and coins. A   
sign-up sheet is available on the welcome desk.  

Celebrate Recovery Meal Sign Up 

St. John’s supplies a meal for Celebrate         
Recovery twice a month. The meals is the      
second and Fourth Tuesday of each month for         
approximately 25-30 people. If you are able to 
provide food, please sign-up in the back of the         
sanctuary. Please have the food at the church at 
6 pm in the kitchenette across from the chapel. 
Any questions, please see Anna LaWarre or   
Jerry Pfister.  



 

 

Total Wellness Tuesday (Tips for Aging) is a Lunch and Learn series that will start June 9 at          
11:00am -12:30pm. They are kicking things off with a 6 week series from WISE. Once we finish with 
WISE it will be once a month on the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 11:00am -12:00pm. They have lots 
of    topics to present. If you have any questions please see Janie. 


