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Shoals Elementary School is con-
ducting its annual search for potential 
kindergarten students in preparation 
for Round-Up. The Round-Up will be 
held for incoming kindergarten stu-
dents Friday, April 8, at Shoals Ele-
mentary School from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Pre-registration is necessary for 
all students by Friday, March 18.

A child must be five years old on 
or before Monday, August 1, 2016, 
in order to enroll in kindergarten. All 
eligible children should enroll during 
Round-Up. Parents should attend 
Round-Up with their child and bring 
the child’s certificate of birth, social se-
curity card and immunization records. 

Below are the available sessions. 
The school asks that you choose which 
session works with your schedule and 
mark the corresponding session on the 
registration form (found on page 3).

Session 1: 8:30 a.m., Session 2: 10 
a.m., Session 3: 1 p.m.

(Space is limited for each session so 

they encourage you to register as early 
as possible)

Each session will last approximate-
ly one and one-half hours. Parents are 
asked to please use the front parking lot 
(in front of the gym) and enter through 
the doors past the elementary office. 
Signs will be posted.

Physicals and immunizations will 
be offered on this date. Immunizations 
will be administered at the Martin 
County Health Department, and phys-
icals will be offered at Shoals Elemen-
tary. 

Minimum immunization require-
ments for all children newly enrolled 
in kindergarten, less than 7 years of age 
are: 5 doses of DTaP, 4 doses of OPV, 2 
MMRs, 3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine, 
2 doses chicken pox vaccine (Varicel-
la) or record of the disease, and 2 doses 
of Hep A.  A physical, complete immu-
nizations, social security card, and cer-
tificate of birth (not the hospital birth 

Loogootee Elementary School will 
hold kindergarten round-up on Tues-
day, March 15 at 6:30 p.m. at the ele-
mentary school.

Kindergarten parents and students 
will:

-Meet Elementary Principal Dara 
Chezem and School Nurse Tiffany Lin-
genfelter

-Hear from the kindergarten teachers 
about what the students will be learn-

ing during the year and what skills you 
can be working on over the summer.

-Students will get a chance to see 
the classrooms, tour a bus, and check 
out the cafeteria, and participate in a 
hands-on craft.

Parents will also be able to sign up 
for kindergarten screening, which will 
be on Friday, April 15. Parents may 
also sign-up for screening by calling 
the elementary office at 812-295-2833.

The Martin County Council heard 
from the Bicentennial Committee at 
their meeting Monday night, March 7. 
Council President Rich Summers was 
not present for the meeting due to ill-
ness.

Marie Hawkins, who is the head of 
the Bicentennial for Martin County, 
told the council that there are several 
things the state recommends the coun-
ty do for the Bicentennial celebration. 
One of those is to purchase a time cap-
sule. The time capsule the committee is 
considering is around $718. Hawkins 
said they plan to ask the public what 
should be included in the capsule, that 
will be buried for 100 years.

The state also wants the county to 
purchase a fiberglass buffalo. Each 
county in the state will be purchasing 
one or more for $2,000 each and then 
painting them to depict their county. 
Hawkins said they have an artist who 
is willing to paint the buffalo and the 
cost would be $700-$800. After the 
Bicentennial celebration in September, 
the buffalo would be placed in the lawn 
of the old courthouse, now home to the 
county museum.

Hawkins said they have raised 
$5,050 so far for the celebration and 
German American had agreed to do a 
match once they reached $5,000.

After discussion, the council verbal-
ly agreed to give the Bicentennial com-
mittee $2,000 to help cover some of the 
projects. The additional appropriation 
will have to be advertised before the 

money can be officially given.
Hawkins also told the council that 

they had 37 nominations for the torch 
relay for the Bicentennial. The relay 
will begin at 6 p.m. in Burns City on 
September 13 and end at around 8 p.m. 
at the courthouse in Shoals. Each torch 
carrier will need to wear a uniform 
chosen by the state, a shirt, jacket and 
hat. The state will pay for the first 20 
people in the torch relay but anything 
over that the county will have to pay 
for. The uniforms cost $75 each. Haw-
kins said they will have 33 torch car-
riers and three alternates so may be in 
need of 14-17 more uniforms.

In other business, Sheriff Travis 
Roush introduced Tyler Reed as the 
newest deputy in the sheriff’s depart-
ment. Reed currently lives in Washing-
ton but said he will be moving to Loo-
gootee in the next few weeks.

Sheriff Roush also expressed his 
gratitude to the council for the support 
for the sheriff’s department. 

The council approved a transfer in 
the highway department of $10,000 
from bridge construction to bridge in-
spections.

The council also approved, with 
Council Member Buck Stiles opposing, 
a salary and wage ordinance change to 
allow the highway department to hire 
a full-time, non-CDL operator/laborer 
for $13.75 per hour. Auditor January 
Roush noted that due to the highway 
department having three employees off 
on medical leave, they have the money 
to cover the new hire in their budget.

The council voted to table appoint-

Council gives $2,000 to 
help with county’s 
Bicentennial celebration
BY COURTNEY HUGHETT
 Martin County Journal Publisher

ACCTS Banquet
The Area Churches honoring Christ Together in Service (ACCTS) 14th An-

nual Winter Banquet was held last week at St. John Center in Loogootee. 
More than 140 people attended the banquet this year, the most ever, and 148 
sacks of groceries were given away to any family that attended that said they 
needed the extra help. Church members volunteer their time to help serve 
the free dinner and there were 37 volunteers helping out this year (some 
shown above). The food is also donated by church members.

Shoals to hold Kindergarten Round-Up

Loogootee Elementary Kindergarten Round-up

Sight for sore eyes
The first official day of spring is not until March 20 but with the warmer 

temperatures we are going to have this week and next, and all the rain, it’s 
going to feel like we’ve already made it past the winter.

-Photo by Bill Whorrall, 
www.billwhorrallart.com

-Photos by Bill Whorrall

(See ‘COUNCIL’ cont. on page 2)

(See ‘KINDERGARTEN’ on page 2)
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Savings Bonds – once used as a way 
to save for the future or as a meaningful 
gift for children and grandchildren, have 
almost become a thing of the past. The 
historic nature of the Savings Bond is 
cause for many becoming lost and end-
ing up in the possession of unclaimed 
property divisions across the nation. 
The Indiana Attorney General’s Un-
claimed Property Division is no excep-
tion. Indiana is working hard to return 
the bonds that they have in their pos-
session, however the process has been 
difficult as these bonds have outdated 
information that consists of names and 
addresses that are at least 27 years old, 
and in some cases as old as 74 years old.   

In an effort to find the rightful owners 
of this unclaimed money, a public no-
tice has been placed in each of the ma-
jor newspapers across the state that lists 
840 bond owners of 1,772 U.S. Savings 
Bonds with a total matured value of 
$722,266.99. 

In the last month, the Indiana Un-
claimed Property Division has created 
over 2,000 claims for matured bonds.

Zoeller encourages all Hoosiers to re-
view the list and pass it along to friends 
and family, remembering that in many 
cases these bonds will likely have 
passed by inheritance to persons other 
than the original owner.

“It’s a big challenge to return the pro-
ceeds of these Savings Bonds to the 
rightful owners, the hardworking citi-
zens of Indiana,” Zoeller said. “The fact 
that these old bonds lack complete in-
formation has made it more difficult to 
find the owners, but since it comes from 
investments that Hoosiers made in our 
country it makes the effort very worth-
while.” 

This effort is part of a larger initia-
tive to assist Hoosiers in obtaining mil-
lions of dollars in matured U.S. Savings 
Bonds that are currently being held by 
the United States Treasury. Current-
ly, the United States Treasury is not 
required to turn over unclaimed U.S 
Savings Bonds unless the State obtains 
title of the bonds. With the necessary 
resources to return the unclaimed prop-
erty already in place, Indiana is seeking 
a court judgment to take title of the ma-
tured U.S. Savings Bonds in possession, 
as well as unredeemed, matured bonds 
issued to Indiana residents. This step is 
necessary for the Unclaimed Property 
Division to include these bonds in the 
State’s unclaimed property database, 
giving Hoosiers the opportunity to 
claim and collect their money.

The Indiana Attorney General’s Of-
fice has a proven track record in return-
ing unclaimed money to the rightful 
owners. Through extensive outreach, 
advertising and a searchable database, a 
record 108,477 properties totaling more 
than $88.5 million in unclaimed proper-
ty was returned to Hoosiers in 2015 and 
a total $610 million has been returned 
since 2000.      

If you believe you are entitled to the 
above mentioned unclaimed U.S Sav-
ings Bonds, either by ownership or as 
an heir, please visit www.IndianaUn-
claimed.gov to begin a claim. The 
Unclaimed Property database can be 
searched 24-hours a day, 7 days a week. 
The Unclaimed Property Division’s toll-
free number is 1-866-IN-CLAIM (1-
866-462-5246). This is a free service of 
the Indiana Attorney General’s Office.

To see a copy of the public notice 
with the names of the owners of the 
Savings Bonds, visit https://indianaun-
claimed.gov/attorneygeneral/ucp/cms/
files/2016_Notice_of_Suit_by_Publica-
tion-with_Names.pdf

          Martin County Ag Day 
       Saturday, March 12th 
                   8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
         Martin Co. Community Building 
      - At the 4-H Fairgrounds — Between Shoals & Loogootee - 
 
BREAKFAST SERVED - Following opening ceremonies TO 10:30  

Prepared by the Martin County Junior Leaders! 
Eggs, Sausage, Potatoes, Biscuit, Gravy, Fruit and a Beverage only…$3.00 

 
Free Lipid Profile, Blood Glucose, PSA & GFR (Kidney Function Testing) 

Provided by Good Samaritan Hospital 
 

Petting Zoo  sponsored by             German American Bank  
 

                   Farm Bureau, Inc. Proud Sponsor of Martin Co. Ag Day 

 Martin Co. Community Foundation  
 Martin County SOAR 
 Martin Co. SWCD 
 Martin Co. Sheriff’s Dept. 
 Martin State Forest 
 Old National Bank 
 Psi-Iota-Xi 
 Purdue Extension - Martin Co. 
 Springs Valley Bank & Trust Co. 
 White River Co-op 
 

WEATHER RADIO 

2016 Ag Day Exhibitors Include… 
 
 4-H Tractor Club 
 Crane Federal Credit Union   
 Daviess County Metal Sales 
 Farm Bureau, Inc. - Martin Co. 
 German American Bank 
 Good Samaritan Hospital 
 Hopf Equipment, Inc. 
 IN Dept. of Natural Resources 
 IN Farm Bureau Insurance 
 Jones Oil 
 

Sponsored by the Martin County Ag Day Committee. For more information, contact  
David Gregory, at 644-7599 or Teresa Harder, at 295-3149 

 

Farm Bureau, Inc.  
 
 

$100 Rural King 
Gift Card 

2  
ANNUAL GATE PASSES 

White River 
 CO-OP 

Yeti  
Roadie 20  

Cooler 

AG seeks to find 
owners of decades-old 

Savings Bondscertificate) are all required for entry 
into school.

It is necessary to pre-register your 
child for Round-Up via mail, fax, 
school website (shoals.k12.in.us) or 
phone on or before Friday, March 18 
keeping in mind that the school office 

will be closed March 21-March 25 for 
Spring Break. To ensure proper deliv-
ery, they highly discouraging registra-
tion by email.

If you have any questions concern-
ing Kindergarten Round-Up, please 
contact the elementary school at 812-
247-2085.

KINDERGARTEN
ing anyone to the Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission and the Martin County 
Park Board until the April meeting.

Auditor Roush reported that the state 
has approved the county’s property 
taxes so bills will be sent on time this 
year. The due date for the first install-
ment is May 10.

(Continued from page one)

COUNCIL
(Continued from page one)
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RANDALL STRANGE
Randall J. Strange, formerly of 

Montgomery, passed away at 2:40 p.m. 
March 4, 2016 at 
Memorial Hospi-
tal and Healthcare 
Center. A resident 
of Jasper, he was 
45.

He was born 
March 8, 1970; 
son of Ed Strange 

and the late Jeannie 
(Doyle) Strange.

He married Barbara (Schepers) 
Strange September 18, 1998 and she 
survives.

He was employed by OFS for 14 
years. He loved his grandchildren.

He is survived by his wife, Barb 
(Schepers) Strange of Jasper; step-chil-
dren, Daniel (Amber) Enlow of Hunt-
ingburg, Nicole (Adrian) Cordova of 
Jasper and Alex Merkel of Jasper; six 
grandchildren; father, Ed Strange; sis-
ter, Carrie Garland and fiancé, Scott 
Lunsford of Washington; brother, 
Adam (Shannon) Strange of Washing-
ton; brothers-in-law, James Schepers 
of Celestine, Leroy Schepers of Ce-
lestine, Edwin Schepers of St. Antho-
ny, Tom Schepers of Huntingburg and 
Alan Schepers of Bristow; sisters-in-
law, Norma Mitchell of Eckerty, Clara 
Hellums of Celestine, Dorothy Persohn 
of Jasper, Sandra Deich of Celestine, 
Susie Dooley of Birdseye and Janet 
Schepers of Huntingburg; many aunts, 

uncles and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his 

mother, Jeannie (Doyle) Strange; fa-
ther-in-law and mother-in-law, Frank 
and Hilda Schepers.

A Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated by Rev. James E. Koressel on 

Tuesday, March 8 at St. Peter Catho-
lic Church in Montgomery. Burial fol-
lowed in the church cemetery.

Blake and Wagler Funeral Home in 
Montgomery was in charge of arrange-
ments. Condolences may be made on-
line at blakefuneralhomes.com.

At Your Service Local Professionals 
Here To Serve You!

MUFFLER MENDERSMUFFLER MENDERS
Full-Service Auto Repair

204 E. Broadway, Loogootee
Shop: 812-295-3209
Toll Free: 888-302-3209
Fax: 812-295-3209

AUTO REPAIR

Full Service colliSion repair
next Day GlaSS Service

295-4041
loogcollision@verizon.net

12851 E 150 N, Loogootee, IN 47553
(Next to Loughmiller Machine)

AUTO REPAIR

•Complete Collison 
Repair

•Glass Replacement
•Window Tinting

106 Wood St., Loogootee
Adam Greene 812-295-9840

AUTO REPAIR

LUMBER & HARDWARE
BUILDER’S BEST

Complete Building SupplieS
electrical, lumber, Hardware, plumbing,     

Roofing, insulation, tools, paint,  
Heating Supplies and Service
710 Industrial Ave.

Loogootee • 295-2400

BUILDING SUPPLIES

Dr. Jordan Hawkins~Dr. Brooke Hawkins
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
211 SE 1st Street, Loogootee

812-295-3346

CHIROPRACTOR

CONSTRUCTION •  INDUSTRIAL
HOMEOWNER •  EQUIPMENT RENTAL

6 Sullivan Drive • Washington, IN 47501
www.generalrentalinc.com

812-254-2707 • Fax: 812-254-2873

EQUIPMENT RENTAL HAIR SALON HEATING & AIR

INTERNET/SATELLITE

Isha E. Wright-Ryan
Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation
200 John F. Kennedy Avenue
P.O. Box 398
Loogootee, IN 47553

Telephone: 812-295-1096
Fax: 260-408-1760
ishawrightryan@gmail.com
www.ishalaw.com

LAWYER

www.bowlingmassage.com
gift certificates available

Call 812-709-9050

Bowling Massage

advanced training in orthopedic
and geriatric massage

Kimberly Bowling, 
Board Certified, NCBTMB

MASSAGE

No 
Appointment
Necessary!

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday &
Friday - 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

104 Wood St., Loogootee • 295-2955

We accept most
insurances.

PET SERVICES

HOLLIES EATS & TREATS

812-295-8305
One mile off Hwy. 231 on Hwy. 645 in Burns City
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 A.M.-5 P.M. • Weekends by appt.

Dog Boarding ($10/day)
Dog Grooming Available

Dog & Cat Supplies
Theresa  abney,

Owner/OperaTOr

PHYSICIAN
 

Cheryl Buss, ANP-BC, CME 
Cathy Sager, FNP 

 
Call us today for an appointment! 

812.295.5095 

PHYSICIAN

"Give Me an Inch, I'll Take A Foot"

Reflexology at your Fingertips 
(Bowling Massage Office) 

ANDREA NORDHOFF (CR) 
200 N. JFK Ave. 

Loogootee, IN 47553
(812) 630-4309

anordhoff@hotmail.com

REFLEXOLOGY

KRB Disposal
Pickup household trash weekly
Serving most areas of Martin County

812-247-3115 or

812-247-3604

TRASH PICK-UP

Confirmation Rally
The Loogootee United Methodist Church 2016 Confirmation Class attend-

ed the Bishop’s Confirmation Rally in Noblesville on Saturday, March 5. 
This year’s class will be confirmed on Sunday, March 20 in the 10:45 a.m. 
service. Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Cody Carrico and 
Tyler Harbison. In the back row, from left to right, are Conner Wilcoxen, 
Bishop Mike Coyner, Chris Jones, Pastor Greg Davis. Unable to attend were 
Cade Chezem and Billy Wetter.

RANDALL 
STRANGE

shoals round-Up pre-registration Form

Child’s name__________________________________________________

date of birth_________________________male_______Female_______

parents’ names________________________________________________

phone______________________________________________________

email________________________________________________________

session 1: 8:30 a.m.     session 2: 10 a.m.     session 3: 1 p.m.
(Circle desired session)              

send completed form to: shoals elementary school
11749 ironton rd, shoals in 47581 or fax: 812-247-9913

Questions? Call 812-247-2085.

Complete, Clip, and send by marCh 20, 2015Complete, clip and send by Friday, March 18

-Photo provided
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Martin County Sheriff’s Department log
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29
8:45 a.m. - Received a report of theft 

north of Shoals. Captain Dant respond-
ed.

8:48 a.m. - Received a report of a 
chimney fire west of Shoals. Shoals 
Fire responded.

9:30 a.m. - Received a report of a 
theft south of Shoals. Captain Dant and 
Deputy Reed responded.

10:00 a.m. - Captain Dant took one 
inmate to court.

2:00 p.m. - Deputy Reed took one in-
mate to court.

3:32 p.m. - Received a report of a 
drive off without paying in Loogootee. 
Loogootee Captain Hennette respond-
ed.

5:34 p.m. - Received a request for 
an ambulance in Loogootee. Martin 
County Ambulance transported the 
subject to Daviess Community Hospi-
tal.

6:47 p.m. - Received a report of an 
accident near Loogootee. Corporal 
Baker responded.

8:48 p.m. - Received a request for 
an ambulance in Loogootee. Martin 
County Ambulance transported the 
subject to Jasper Memorial Hospital.
TUESDAY, MARCH 1

3:46 a.m. - Received a report of a 
fire in Loogootee. Loogootee Fire and 
Martin County Ambulance responded.

8:10 a.m. - Received a report of van-
dalism near Loogootee. Sheriff Roush 
responded.

9:20 a.m. - Received a request for 
an ambulance in Loogootee. Martin 
County Ambulance transported the 
subject to Jasper Memorial Hospital.

9:30 a.m. - Captain Dant assisted a 
motorist in Shoals.

9:39 a.m. - Received an alarm call 
ion Loogootee. Loogootee Captain 
Hennette responded and all was okay.

1:30 p.m. - Captain Dant took one 
inmate to court.

2:20 p.m. - Captain Dant transported 
one inmate to the hospital.

5:13 p.m. - Received an alarm call 
near Loogootee. ISP Trooper Sexton 
responded and all was okay.

11:19 p.m. - Received a report of a 
domestic situation near Loogootee. 
Loogootee Sergeant Norris responded.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2

12:49 p.m. - Received a request for 
an ambulance north of Loogootee. 
Loogootee Fire and Martin County 
Ambulance responded. The subject 
was transported by Greene County 
Ambulance.

1:00 p.m. - Captain Dant took one 
inmate to court.

3:46 p.m. - Deputy Reed assisted a 
motorist in Shoals.

8:03 p.m. - Received a report of an 
accident in Shoals. Town Marshal Eck-
ert and ISP Trooper Sexton responded.

11:16 p.m. - Received a request for 
an ambulance in Shoals. Shoals Fire 
and Martin County Ambulance re-
sponded. The subject was transported 
to Jasper Memorial Hospital.
THURSDAY, MARCH 3

5:43 a.m. - Received a report of a car-
deer accident on US 50, east of Shoals. 
Corporal Baker responded.

8:56 a.m. - Major Burkhardt assisted 
a motorist east of Loogootee.

10:30 a.m. - Major Burkhardt took 
one inmate to court.

1:00 p.m. - Major Burkhardt took 
four inmates to court.

2:00 p.m. - Major Burkhardt took 
two inmates to court.

3:00 p.m. - Major Burkhardt took 
one inmate to court.

9:00 p.m. - Deputy Reed and ISP 
Trooper Sexton assisted a motorist 
east of Shoals.
FRIDAY, MARCH 4

5:52 a.m. - Received request for the 
Loogootee Fire Department in Loo-
gootee. They responded to the call for 
an electrical problem.

6:23 a.m. - Sergeant Keller assisted 
the Daviess County Sheriff’s Office 
with an accident west of Loogootee.

9:18 a.m. - Major Burkhardt per-
formed a welfare check in Shoals.

9:58 a.m. - Received a request for an 
ambulance in Loogootee. Loogootee 
Fire and Martin County Ambulance 
responded. The subject was transport-
ed to Jasper Memorial Hospital.

10:05 a.m. - Major Burkhardt per-
formed a vehicle identification check 
near Shoals.

10:35 a.m. - Received a report of 
a reckless driver near Shoals. Major 
Burkhardt responded.

11:30 a.m. - Received a report of 
an accident near Shoals. Major Bur-
khardt responded.

1:00 p.m. - Received a report of a 
dog bite in Loogootee. Sheriff Roush 
responded.

3:02 p.m. - Deputy Reed assisted a 
motorist in Loogootee.

3:53 p.m. - Received a report of 
a domestic situation in Loogootee. 
Loogootee Captain Akles responded.

7:13 p.m. - Deputy Reed and ISP 
Trooper Beaver performed a welfare 
check near Loogootee.

8:22 p.m. - Loogootee Officer Nolan 
and ISP Trooper Beaver performed a 
welfare check near Loogootee.

10:59 p.m. - Received a request 
for an ambulance in Shoals. Martin 
County Ambulance responded. The 
subject was transported to Jasper Me-
morial Hospital.
SATURDAY, MARCH 5

6:43 a.m. - Received a request for 
an ambulance south of Loogootee. 
Martin County Ambulance respond-
ed.

2:01 p.m. - Received a request for 
an ambulance in Loogootee. Martin 
County Ambulance responded and 
transported the subject to Jasper Me-
morial Hospital.

3:10 p.m. - Received a request for 
an ambulance in Loogootee. Loogoo-
tee Captain Akles and Martin County 
Ambulance responded.
SUNDAY, MARCH 6

2:53 a.m. - Received a report of a 
deer in the roadway north of Loogoo-
tee. Sergeant Keller removed the deer.

5:06 a.m. - Received a request for 
an ambulance south of Shoals. Orange 
County EMS and Lost River Fire re-
sponded. The subject was transported 
to Jasper Memorial Hospital.

9:25 a.m. - Captain Dant performed 
a welfare check east of Shoals.

9:28 a.m. - Received a report of a 
possible break-in in Shoals. Captain 
Dant responded.

1:50 p.m. - Received a report of an 
accident in Loogootee. Loogootee 
Captain Akles, Loogootee Fire, Mar-
tin County Ambulance, and the Indi-
ana State Police responded. No one 
was transported.

2:19 p.m. - Deputy Reed assisted a 
motorist west of Shoals.

2:50 p.m. - Captain Dant was on 
station with one inmate from Dubois 
County for court.

4:08 p.m. - Received a report of a 
domestic situation near Loogootee. 
Deputy Reed responded.

6:14 p.m. - Captain Dant assisted a 
motorist north of Loogootee.

7:51 p.m. - Received a request for 
an ambulance in Shoals. Sergeant 

Keller, Deputy Reed, and Martin 
County Ambulance responded. The 
subject was transported to Daviess 
Community Hospital.

10:38 p.m. - Received a report of a 
car-deer accident north of Loogootee. 
Sergeant Keller responded.

FOR SALE:
228 Main Street, Shoals

Formally the “Sugar Shack” Restaurant

$69,900

Call: 812-631-0662 
www.facebook.com/228mainstreet

The Indiana Office of Utility Con-
sumer Counselor (OUCC), industrial 
customers, Duke Energy, and addition-
al parties have reached a settlement 
agreement that will provide measur-
able benefits to the utility’s Indiana 
customers over the next seven years. 
The agreement will reduce infrastruc-
ture project costs to be recovered from 
customers, through periodic rate in-
creases, by nearly $400 million.

If approved by the Indiana Utility 
Regulatory Commission (IURC), the 
agreement will allow Duke Energy to 
proceed with its proposed infrastruc-
ture improvement plan, with periodic 
rate increases for the plan’s projects to 
be capped at approximately $1.4 bil-
lion. Duke Energy had originally val-
ued the proposed plan at approximate-
ly $1.8 billion.

Customer benefits include:
Removal from the plan of the utili-

ty’s $192 million proposal to install 
advanced metering infrastructure 
throughout its Indiana service territo-
ry. The OUCC viewed such a project 
as beyond the scope of the 2013 Indi-
ana law allowing an energy utility to 
receive expedited cost recovery of in-
frastructure projects under an approved 
seven-year plan. The agreement does 
not preclude Duke Energy from seek-
ing the recovery of costs for advanced 
metering infrastructure in a future rate 
case.

Reductions of $175 million in trans-
mission project costs and $30 million 
in distribution project costs under the 
terms of the proposed plan.

A 10.0 percent return on equity 
(ROE) for plan investments made 
during the seven-year term. Duke En-
ergy had sought a 10.5 percent ROE 
for the plan; the same percentage in-
cluded in the utility’s last base rate case 
in 2004.

This is the second time Duke Energy 

has sought IURC approval of a sev-
en-year infrastructure plan under Indi-
ana’s Transmission, Distribution, and 
Storage System Improvement Charge 
(TDSIC) statute. Duke Energy’s first 
plan was denied in May 2015 follow-
ing objections from the OUCC and 
other consumer parties regarding the 
lack of detail in the utility’s plan and 
the proposed inclusion of projects be-
yond the scope of the TDSIC statute. 
Projects that are eligible for TDSIC 
rate recovery include line and pole 
replacements, new transformers and 
substations, and other efforts to replace 
aging transmission and distribution 
system infrastructure.

“I am pleased that the OUCC has 
been able to negotiate a compromise 
with Duke Energy regarding its pend-
ing infrastructure plan,” said Indiana 
Utility Consumer Counselor David 
Stippler. “Building upon the experi-
ence that our office and the utility have 
gained since Duke Energy’s earlier 
TDSIC case, the parties were able to 
attain a reasonable balance between 
Duke Energy’s need to modernize its 
infrastructure and the rate impact such 
a proposed plan would have on its cus-
tomers. This agreement enables Duke 
Energy to continue to provide safe, 
reliable service to its customers while 
doing so in the most cost-effective way 
possible.”

The settling parties will file testimo-
ny in support of the agreement in the 
near future. Any agreement filed with 
the IURC may be accepted, modified, 
or rejected.

Agreement reached in Duke 
Energy infrastructure case
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Loogootee Police log

Real estate transfers ARRESTS

COURT NEWS

Accident report

TUESDAY, MARCH 1
4:34 p.m. - Caller reported a semi 

had struck a road sign on JFK Ave-
nue.

5:16 p.m. - Captain Hennette re-
sponded to a residential alarm.

8:58 p.m. - Received a call of utility 
theft.

9:24 p.m. - Caller reported a dog 
complaint.

11:19 p.m. - Sgt. Norris assisted the 
Daviess County Sheriff’s Department 
with a domestic dispute.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2

7:03 p.m. - Caller reported a civil 
dispute.

8:36 p.m. - Loogootee Fire was 
paged out to Truelove Drive in refer-
ence to a faulty heater.

10:22 p.m. - Caller reported a civil 
dispute.
THURSDAY, MARCH 3

1:00 p.m. - Received a call of prop-
erty damage on JFK Avenue.

8:31 p.m. - Caller reported a dog 
complaint.

8:35 p.m. - Caller reported hearing 

gun shots around the Vine Street area. 
Officers were unable to locate.

9:07 p.m. - Caller reported a vehi-
cle without headlights.
FRIDAY, MARCH 4

9:58 a.m. - First responders were 
requested on Nobles Court for a med-
ical call.

10:15 a.m. - Received a call of 
credit card fraud.

1:00 p.m. - Received a call of a dog 
bite in Goodwill Cemetery.

9:28 p.m. - Officer Nolan assisted 
the Martin County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment with a possible break-in.
SATURDAY, MARCH 5

4:48 p.m. - Caller requested a wel-
fare check on a male.

4:52 p.m. - Caller reported a child 
custody issue.

9:03 p.m. - Caller reported suspi-
cious activity on Cedar Street.
SUNDAY, MARCH 6

1:50 p.m. - Caller reported property 
damage on JFK Avenue.

9:39 p.m. - Caller reported someone 
had thrown a tire in his front yard.

FRIDAY, MARCH 5
10:27 a.m. - Joseph S. Coleman, of 

Loogootee, was operating a 2007 In-
ternational on Broadway Street when a 
wheel came off the vehicle and struck a 
2004 Lincoln owned by Philip Strange, 
of Loogootee. Captain Akles was the 
investigating officer.

CRIMINAL JUDGMENTS AND 
SENTENCING

February 23
Glenn S. Roll, convicted of operat-

ing a motor vehicle after forfeiture of 
license for life, a Class 5 Felony. Sen-
tenced to serve 3 years at the Indiana 
Department of Corrections with 0 days 
suspended and credit for 111 actual 
days previously served plus 37 Class B 
credit days.

Michael A. Sluder, convicted of un-
lawful possession of a firearm by a se-
rious violent felon, a Class 4 Felony. 
Sentenced to serve 4 years at the In-
diana Department of Corrections with 
0 days suspended and credit for 157 
actual days previously served plus 53 
Class B credit days.

Joseph P. Smith, convicted of pos-
session of methamphetamine, a Class 6 
Felony and habitual offender sentence 
enhancement. Sentenced to serve 2 
½ years at the Indiana Department of 
Corrections with 0 days suspended and 
credit for 173 actual days previously 
served plus 173 Class A credit days. 

CRIMINAL CHARGES 
DISMISSED
February 23

Glenn S. Roll, operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated, a Class C Misde-
meanor, dismissed.

Michael A. Sluder, theft of a firearm, 
a Level 6 Felony, dismissed.

Joseph P. Smith, dealing in meth-
amphetamine, a Class 5 Felony, dis-
missed; dealing in a narcotic drug, a 
Class 5 Felony, dismissed; possession 
of a narcotic drug, a Level 6 Felony, 
dismissed.

CIVIL COURT
New Suits Filed

February 25
Janessa M. Quinn vs. Larry S. Quinn, 

petition for dissolution of marriage.
CIVIL COURT JUDGMENTS

February 22
Judgment in favor of the plaintiff 

Queen-Lee Funeral Home, Inc. and 
against the defendant Tammy Carrico 
in the amount of $10,514.45.

SMALL CLAIMS COURT
New Suits Filed

February 24
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. Nel-

son Fortune, complaint.
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. Dar-

rell E. Pattengale, complaint.
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. Jared 

P. Kugler, complaint.
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. Amy 

M. Farren, complaint. 
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. 

James R. Brim, complaint.
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. Ala-

nis C. Bastin, complaint.
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. Jere-

my W. Coffin, complaint.
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. Todd 

Fischer, complaint.
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. John 

W. Turner, complaint.
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. Sta-

cy Stout, complaint.
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. 

Heather L. McCord, complaint.
Crane Federal Credit Union vs. Wil-

liam M. Day, complaint.
February 29

Marie Truelove vs. Kristina Kendall, 
complaint.

Cynthia R. Cushman vs. Brittany 
Hert, complaint.

SMALL CLAIMS JUDGMENTS
February 29

Judgment in favor of the plaintiff 
White River Co-Op and against the de-
fendant Corey Roach in the amount of 
$1,310.93.

Judgment in favor of the plaintiff 
White River Co-Op and against the de-
fendant Rick Sergent in the amount of 
$99.91.

March 1
Judgment in favor of the plaintiff 

White River Co-Op and against the 
defendant Michael Spurgeon in the 
amount of $670.

Judgment in favor of the plaintiffs 
Charles Krutcheon and A. Young and 
against the defendants Daniel Clifton 
and Sasha Pottorff in the amount of 
$1,431.

MARRIAGE LICENSES
March 4

Billy J. Roberts, Jr. of Loogootee and 
Victoria N. Searl of Loogootee.

Tony W. Brosman of Loogootee and 
Patricia L. Canady of Loogootee.

Sonja R. Boyd to Benjamin M. 
Hill, a part of the northwest quarter of 
the southwest quarter of Section 20, 
Township 3 North, Range 3 West in 
Martin County, Indiana, containing 15 
acres, more or less.

Brenda Hendrix, of Dubois County, 
Indiana to Frank L. Fields and Pame-
la S. Fields, of Hendricks County, In-
diana, a part of the southeast quarter of 
Section 10, Township 2 North, Range 3 
West, Martin County, Indiana, contain-
ing 45.02 acres, more or less.

Michael J. Hopkins and Karen A. 
Hopkins, of Martin County, Indiana to 
the Town of Shoals, of Martin County, 
Indiana, a part of the southwest quar-
ter of the southwest quarter of Section 
20, Township 3 North, Range 3 West, 
Halbert Township, Martin County, In-
diana, containing 1.662 acres,

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29
3:22 p.m. - Euric LaMar, 28, of Wil-

liams, was arrested by Chief Deputy 
Greene for possession of meth, posses-
sion of marijuana, and possession of 
paraphernalia. His bond has been set at 
$25,000 10%.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2

12:25 p.m. - Jason Santiago, 34, of 
Plainfield, was arrested by Captain 
Dant on a warrant and is being held 
without bond.

8:36 p.m. - Kevin Fletcher, 58, of 
Illinois, was arrested by ISP Trooper 
Sexton for operating while intoxicat-
ed and is being held on a $25,000 10% 
bond.

10:05 p.m. - Mark Anthony Payne 
was arrested by Loogootee Officer 
Nolan on a Dubois County writ of at-
tachment and transported to Dubois 
County.
THURSDAY, MARCH 3

8:10 p.m. - Thomas Telford, 22, of 
Loogootee, was arrested by Deputy 
Reed for possession of marijuana and 
is being held on a $10,000 10% bond.
FRIDAY, MARCH 4

8:30 a.m. - David Bobe, 28, of Elber-
field, was arrested by Major Burkhardt 
on a court ordered commitment.

www.fergusonagency.com

If you have Real Estate to sell in the 
general areas of French Lick or West Baden

in the Counties of Martin, Dubois, 
Orange, or Crawford

PLEASE CONSIDER
LISTING WITH US!

Homes...Farms....Deer Hunting Land

Rich Everman, Real Estate Broker
812-630-9606

OFFICE: 812-936-2900
http://realestate.richeverman.com

And, for the VERY BEST in 
Insurance Services, check with us...

AUTO...HOMEOWNERS...
FARMOWNERS...COMMERCIAL

...& MORE!
CALL 812-936-2900

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday

9:00-5:00
Ask for KATHY BLEDSOE

9711 W State Road 56
French Lick, IN 47432

- Insurance
- Financial 

Services
- Real Estate

Classified Ad Rates 
Line ads: 11-40 words - $4

41-80 words - $8
81-120 words - $12

Email ads to:
courtney@martincountyjournal.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
HELP WANTEDYARD SALES

The Southern Indiana Development Commission is seeking 
part-time employees to assist in setting traffic counting 

equipment two days a week in the SIDC Region, between the 
months of March and October. SIDC is located at 405 JFK Ave 

in the City Hall Annex Building Loogootee, IN. 
Applicant must have a valid driver’s license and reliable 

transportation. Anticipated pay is $12 per hour and reimbursed 
for mileage. Please submit a resume or stop by the office to fill out 

a work history report if you are interested. For additional  
information contact Greg Jones 812-295-3707 or gejones@sidc.cc.

ANNUAL RSVP Arts and Crafts Sup-
ply Sale. Thursday, March 17th and 
Friday, March 18th from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
and Saturday, March 19th from 8 a.m. to 
noon. Eastside Park Community Build-
ing in Washington. Tons of fabric, yarn, 
notions, paints, patterns, scrapbooking 
and more.



More Neat Stuff
By Ann AckermanBy Ann Ackerman
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County executive meeting
The Martin County Commissioners 

and County Council will meet in ex-
ecutive session on Tuesday, March 15 
at 6 p.m. in the courthouse. The pur-
pose of the meeting is pursuant to In-
diana Code 5-14-1.5-6.1: (b)(2)(D) For 
discussion of strategy with respect to 
the purchase or lease of real property 
by the Board of Commissioners. The 
meeting is closed to the public.

Relay fundraiser
Martin County Relay for Life and 

Sutton’s Renegades will be hosting a 
31 bingo on Friday, March 11 at 6:30 
p.m. at the VFW in Loogootee. There 
is a $10 donation to play and light re-
freshments will be available. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. 
Martin County TEA Party meeting

The next meeting of the Martin 
County Tea Party will be Thursday, 
March 17 at 7 p.m. in the Shoals Li-
brary Basement. Doctor Richard Moss 
will speak at the meeting. Dr. Moss is 
challenging the current Representative 
Larry Bucshon to represent the 8th dis-
trict in Congress. Anyone is welcome 
to come at 6 p.m., prior to the meeting, 
for a meet and greet with Dr. Moss.

Free lunch for kids
New Beginnings Community 

Church will be offering a free lunch to 
all school-age children every Saturday 
from noon to 1 p.m. at the fellowship 
hall of the church, located at 200 West 
Main Street next to the post office. For 
more info, call 812-709-2525. 

SOAR Tutoring
Need Skills? SOAR tutors can help! 

Free and confidential. Call or text Bev-
erly at 812-709-1618 to learn more. 
Located in the Martin County Com-
munity Learning Center Improve Your 
Skills, Improve Your Life!

Solid waste board
The Martin County Solid Waste 

Board holds their monthly meetings on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 
6 p.m. at the recycling center located 
at 500 Industrial Park Drive in Loo-
gootee. The meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is invited to attend.

Humane society meetings
The Martin County Humane Society 

meets on the third Friday of the month 
at the animal shelter at 507 N Oak 

Street in Loogootee, at 7 p.m. Mem-
bers of the humane society are invited 
to attend.

Tourism meetings
The MCCC Tourism Committee 

meets on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. in the basement of the 
Shoals Public Library. The public is in-
vited to attend.

Soil and Water meetings
The Martin County SWCD meets 

the third Monday of the month at the 
SWCD office located at Martin Coun-
ty Learning Center. Office hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays except Thurs-
days when it is closed. Visit www.mar-
tinswcd. com or call at 295-3149.

BY DARLA WAGLER
Librarian, Loogootee Public Library

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Most of the things I put in this article 
are of a humorous nature but I would 
like to take a more serious path this 
week. I spent most of my adult life in 
the teaching profession and loved my 
job but recently teaching has come un-
der fire from various elements in our 
society. Perhaps these thoughts might 
make some people think.

--------------------------------------------
Believing we can improve schooling 

with more tests is like believing you 
can make yourself grow taller by mea-
suring your height.

--------------------------------------------
Apparently there’s a teacher shortage. 

Who could have predicted that demon-
izing them, cutting salaries and ben-
efits, and reducing job security might 
make it a slightly less attractive option 
for people.

--------------------------------------------
Mr. Jackson has 27 students. He has 

received 9 new students from char-
ter schools, 3 students left for charter 
schools, and 2 were expelled. Eight 
students have IEPs and 3 students have 
504 plans. 

However, 2 IEPs were modified and 
one 504 plan expired. Nineteen stu-
dents don’t have supplies and 6 stu-
dents didn’t take their medicine today 
for the Ohio Achievement Assessment.  

How does this determine if Mr. Jack-
son is a “skilled” teacher”? Write an 
equation and solve.

--------------------------------------------
Since politicians are such experts at 

education, let’s have them trade places 
with kindergarten teachers for a week. 
How long do you think they would last?

--------------------------------------------

Remember: Everyone in the class-
room has a story that leads to misbe-
havior or defiance. Nine times out of 
ten, the story behind the misbehavior 
won’t make you angry, it will break 
your heart.

--------------------------------------------
My teacher thought I was smarter 

than I was, so I was.
--------------------------------------------
Walking through my son’s school 

yard, I noticed a bench on the pavement 
with bright paint around it.

I asked my son, “Is that the only place 
to sit around here? Lol”

And he said, “No, that’s the buddy 
bench. When someone feels lonely or 
they have nobody to play with, they sit 
there and people ask them to play.”

I told him how awesome that was and 
asked if he has ever used it?

He said, “Yeah, when I was new I 
sat there and someone came to me and 
asked me to play. I felt happy. And now 
when I see kids on it, I ask them to play 
with me . . . We all do.”

What a fabulous idea for a school 
yard.

--------------------------------------------
You might be a teacher if you can 

make copies, run to the bathroom, 
check emails, and eat lunch all in half 
an hour.

--------------------------------------------
I stopped understanding Math when 

the alphabet decided to get involved.
--------------------------------------------
What if math teachers are really pi-

rates and just want us to find X so they 
can get the buried treasure?

--------------------------------------------
Make someone smile today!

On March 17, at 5-6 p.m., Glenda 
Ritz, Superintendent, Indiana Depart-
ment of Education will be the library’s 
special guest for the Hoosier family 
reading night to be held at Loogootee 
United Methodist Church Fellowship 
Hall, 208 W. Main Street, Loogootee. 
Children’s Librarian Terria Fellers will 
have her pre-school group provide 
some special entertainment.

Can you read your Nook Books on 
the Kindle Fire? OverDrive ePeriod-
icals and eBooks can be downloaded 
on Kindle Fires as well as Nooks says, 
Sharon Profis, CNET Tech editor. 

Step 1: Go to the Kindle Fire’s set-
tings (upper-right) and tap “More,” 
then “Device.” Turn “Allow Installa-
tion of Applications” to “on.” You’ll 
get a warning--just tap “OK.” 

Step 2: Launch your Fire’s browser 
and head to m.getjar.com or apkdler.
com. GetJar is one of the best places to 
get third-party Android apps. At the top 
of the page, search for “Nook.” When 

you find it, tap Download. You’ll be 
asked to download the GetJar app. Tap 
“Download GetJar.”

Step 3: When the download com-
pletes, tap the file in the downloads list 
(which you can access from your Kin-
dle’s top bar), and select “Install.”

Step 4: Once GetJar installs, find it 
in your Fire’s app library, open it, and 
search for “Nook” again. Tap “Down-
load,” review the app’s permissions, 
and tap “Install.” The Nook app will 
show up in your Kindle Fire’s library.

Head back to the GetJar app anytime 
you want to download other third-par-
ty apps like Google Maps, Dropbox, 
Facebook, or a different browser like 
Dolphin HD. None of these apps are 
available in Amazon’s Appstore, but 
you can download them from GetJar. 

The library hours are Monday and 
Tuesday 10-7, Wednesday closed, 
Thursday and Friday 10-5 and Satur-
day 9-1. The phone number is 812-
295-3713 or check out the website 
www.loogootee.lib.in.us or like us on 
Facebook. The library has free Wi-Fi 
service available for patrons. 

Here are 10 tips on how to encour-
age healthy nutrition habits for your 
preschooler:

Offer new foods to them when they 
are at their most hungry. Also make 
sure they see you taking a bite of the 
new food.

Remember do not force food on 
children. It may take 10 exposures to 
a food for a child to be willing try the 
new food.

Offer finger foods with a dip such as 
carrot sticks, pea pods, grape tomatoes, 
or broccoli with a hummus dip. Fruit 
goes well with vanilla yogurt.

Let your preschooler help with meal 
prep by dumping and stirring ingredi-
ents.

When shopping let your preschooler 
pick out their favorite fruit or vegeta-
ble along with a new choice that may-
be you have never tried either.

Start a garden big or small. Even one 

vegetable plant in a pot will be fun for a 
preschooler to help water and harvest.

Read fun books to them about food.
Eat together as often as possible. Eat-

ing together also aids in your child’s 
overall development.

Be a good example. Eat the foods 
you want your child to eat and let them 
know how much you enjoy eating 
those healthy choices.

Visit choosemyplate.gov/preschool-
ers for more ideas.

(Live Well Digest, winter, “10 Tips for 
Teaching Nutrition to Preschoolers”)

The WIC program provides sup-
plemental nutritional foods, referrals, 
breastfeeding support, and nutrition 
education for pregnant women, nurs-
ing women, infants, and children 1-5 
years. The Martin Co WIC clinic is 
open Monday and Friday 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. and Tuesday 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Please call 247-3303 to make an 
appointment.

This institution is an equal opportu-
nity provider.

Notes from the WIC Nutritionist
BY ELIZABETH WHITE
 Martin County WIC Nutritionist

SOAR is an adult tutoring program 
devoted to improving literacy skills in 
Martin County. SOAR offers free and 
confidential tutoring in reading, writ-
ing, English, math, work/life skills, and 
HSE prep (formerly GED). Tutors work 
one-on-one with adult learners to help 
open a world of missed opportunities. 
Helping others to improve their skills 
will change their lives -- and yours.

SOAR needs more tutors to work 
with these students. Free tutor training 
will be held on Monday, March 21, and 
Wednesday, March 23, at the Com-
munity Learning Center. The training 
covers characteristics of adult learners, 
strategies for teaching various aspects 
of literacy, and practice using the mate-
rials. Hands-on lesson planning is also 
included. All materials, for both the tu-
tor and the student, are free.

For more information or to register 
for these free classes, call the SOAR 
office at 812-709-1618 or email mar-
tincountysoar@hotmail.com.

SOAR seeks 
volunteer tutors

BlockBuster 
Auto sAles

701 E National Hwy.
Washington, IN 

812-617-5382



Farming&Outdoors
In the Garden

By Ralph Purkhiser
Purdue University Master Gardener
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An old adage says that an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure. 
That is certainly true when it comes to 
weeds in the lawn and garden. AS the 
weather warms, it is time to prepare 
for the annual war with the weeds.

In lawns, both crabgrass and broad-
leaf weeds may be combatted with 
timely applications of weed pre-
venters. The time to apply crabgrass 
preventative is just before the seeds 
would germinate. Tradition is to apply 
it when the forsythia is in bloom. That 
actually is a pretty good indicator, but 
it is not always exact. 

Crabgrass seeds begin to germinate 
when soil temperatures rise to above 
50 degrees, but some of them do not 
germinate until temperatures top 65 
degrees. To be effective, pre-emergent 
herbicides need to be applied just be-
fore germination, so it may take suc-
cessive applications of the pre-emer-
gent herbicide to effectively control 
crabgrass. 

The various broadleaf weeds have 
successive germination times, so 
pre-emergent herbicides will need 
successive applications. That being 
the case, I would suggest using a corn 
gluten-based organic herbicide instead 
of a chemical herbicide.

Preventative care is also the key to 
success in the vineyard and orchard. 
With the warm temperatures, trees and 
vines will soon be budding out. The 
first preventative application needs to 
be made before that budding occurs. 

Dormant oil spray should be applied 
while the tree or vine is dormant. It ef-
fectively smothers out the insects that 
have over-wintered in the bark crevic-
es. If you do not get it applied before 
budding, you may still be able to use a 
horticultural oil spray.

Many of the problems that plague 
fruit crops are the result of fungal 
diseases. The very term fungicide is 
a bit misleading, since fungicides do 
not really kill fungi. Instead, they ac-
tually are a preventative measure, so 
one must apply them early and often. 
Once a disease is present, there is real-
ly nothing that can be done to stop it. 
It must be prevented. Since the fungi-
cides break down quickly, they must 
be applied every 10-14 days and more 
often if the sprays are washed off by 
rain.

In the ornamental garden, weeds 
may be prevented by applying mulch. 
As soon as the perennials emerge, one 
may apply mulch between plants. I 
usually use newspaper to cover the 
ground and then apply a couple of 
inches of hardwood chipped bark. 
The newspaper serves to smother any 
weeds that germinate and the mulch 
acts to prevent light from triggering 
germination of seeds.

While a weed-free garden may be 
nearly impossible, getting the jump 
on the weeds now will go a long way 
in controlling the weeds for the sum-
mer. A little time now will save a lot 
of time later.

Farmers should take special note 
of crop insurance this year because it 
could provide them with a much-need-
ed safety net at a time of low commod-
ity prices and continuing market uncer-
tainty, a Purdue Extension agricultural 
economist says.

Farmers have until March 15 to ap-
ply for federal crop insurance or to 
make changes to current policies.

“Choosing the right coverage is more 
important now than it has been in the 
past few years because producers sim-
ply cannot afford increased downside 
risk,” Michael Langemeier said. “A va-
riety of options are available.”

The federal crop insurance program, 
administered by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Risk Management 
Agency, is intended to protect farm-
ers from catastrophic yield or revenue 
losses. The program was expanded in 
the 2014 farm bill to replace many di-

Crop insurance application 
deadline is March 15
BY DARRIN PACK
 Purdue University News Service

rect-subsidy payments.
One new coverage option is the 

Whole-Farm Revenue Protection pro-
gram, known as the WFRP. It was in-
troduced as a pilot program in 45 states 
last year but will be available through-
out the country for the first time in 
2016.

Unlike traditional revenue or yield 
coverage, WFRP covers the entire mix 
of crop and livestock produced on a 
farm, not a specific commodity. Pro-
ducers can insure up to $8.5 million of 
revenue, with coverage levels of 50-85 
percent. Premium payments are subsi-
dized up to 80 percent.

“It’s a particularly attractive option 
for diversified, specialty crop and or-
ganic producers because it covers a 
wider range of commodities,” Lange-
meier said.

Federal crop insurance coverage 
is available through approved local 
agents. To find a list of agents, or to 
get more information, go to www.rma.
usda.gov/tools/agent.html.

4-H NEWS
By Stacy Brown

Martin County Purdue 
Extension Educator

AG DAY IS MARCH 12
Join us for Ag Day on March 12 

at the Martin County Community 
Building. Opening ceremonies will 
begin at 8 a.m. with a color guard 
from the Boy Scouts and special 
singings and presenters. Breakfast 
will begin at 8 a.m. and run through 
10:30 a.m. Cost for breakfast is just 
$3 per person. Many local businesses 
and organizations will have booths 
set up with information about their 
services and free giveaways. There 
will also be great raffle prizes avail-
able. Kids can enjoy a petting zoo 
and at 10:30 a.m., a Color Me Green 
obstacle course led by the Martin 
County 4-H Junior Leaders. 

Upcoming Events
Livestock weigh-ins for the fair 

have been set for the spring. They 
will take place at the fairgrounds.

Beef - March 19, 2016, 9-11 a.m.
Sheep & Goat - April 30, 2016, 

9-11 a.m.
Swine - May 7, 2016, 9-11 a.m.
Poultry - June 18, 2016, 9-11 a.m.
4-H News
4-H Program Handbooks are ready. 

Be sure to stop by the extension of-
fice to get one. Please limit one per 
4-H family. 

We need volunteers! If you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer 
with 4-H, please call or stop by the 
office. 

Color Me Green Run—March 12, 
2016, 10:30 a.m. during Ag Day. 
Come have some fun with the Junior 
Leaders as we run a course and have 
green (washable) powder thrown all 
over us. It’s going to be a lot of fun! 

The Junior Leaders will be hav-
ing their annual Easter Egg hunt this 
year at the fairgrounds on March 20.

Little Caesar’s Pizza Kits are 
available for sale through the Junior 
Leaders and the extension office. 
This fundraiser offers pizza kits, 
cookies, and bread sticks. Each unit 
sold will mean $5-6 for the Junior 
Leaders. This money help fund trips, 
workshops, and supplies needed for 
the Junior Leaders. The kits will be 
in right before the Final Four, so 
make sure to order before the 22nd!

Jolly Jug Rox 4-H Club Meetings 
are on the following dates: March 14, 
May 16, June 7, June 20, and July 7

The Purdue Dairy Club will be 
hosting a dairy judging invitational 
on March 5. The invitational will take 
place at the Purdue ASREC Machine 
Shed and classroom. The address is 
5675 West 600 North, West Lafay-
ette, IN 47906. Registration will start 
at 8 a.m. and the contest will start at 
8:30 a.m. with oral reasons to follow. 
The oral reasons will take place at 
the Beck Center. Registration forms 
are available at the Martin County 
Purdue Extension office.

The following camps, tours, and 
programs are available for 4-H mem-
bers. For more information please 
call or stop by the office.

4-H Camp – June 6-8. Applica-

tions will be available in March. This 
is for 4-H members in grades 

4-H Sheep members ages 9-18 can 
apply to the 2016 Youth Conserva-
tion Program. The deadline is April 
1. The YCP’s goal is to encourage 
youth to raise breeds of sheep that 
are not common here in the states, 
the breeders donate a yearling ewe 
and promise to mentor the youth for 
at least one year. The youth are re-
quired to write an essay, the breed-
ers chose the youth from the essay, 
we all meet at the Maryland Sheep 
and Wool Festival the first Sunday in 
May.

Spring Beekeeping Workshop 
Planned for March 8

March is the time to assess existing 
hive health and prepare hive bodies 
for new colonies. While frost is still 
on the horizon, the first spring plants 
are preparing to bloom, signaling the 
profusion of nectar about to appear.  

On March 8 at 6 p.m. Bill Gib-
son, an experienced beekeeper, will 
share his wisdom on sampling dead 
bees to diagnose the cause of winter 
hive deaths, preparing to feed pollen 
for spring build up, getting ready 
for spring swarms, establishing new 
hives, and getting honey supers 
cleaned and repaired.  

The meeting will include demon-
strations and time for question and 
answer. Whether you are an expe-
rienced beekeeper or a “New bee” 
there will be valuable information 
for you. All beekeepers and prospec-
tive beekeepers are invited to attend. 
We always enjoy chatting about bees 
after the end of the official meeting, 
so please bring a snack to share. 

This meeting is free and open to 
the public. It will be held in the FFA 
building at Perry Central School, 
located next to the baseball field. 
Please RSVP by March 7 via email 
to sdzimian@purdue.edu or call the 
Purdue Extension Office at 812-547-
7084.

Watch the American woodcock 
emerge from the woods into fields to 
perform a mating dance at Monroe 
Lake’s Woodcock Walk, March 29. 

The dance—along with a distinct 
call—is part of the male woodcock’s 
courtship behavior.   

Monroe Lake naturalist Jill Vance 
will lead a walk to a woodcock danc-
ing ground at Fairfax State Recreation 
Area at 8 p.m.

The walk is free but limited to 15 
people. Advance registration is re-
quired by March 27 at bit.ly/wood-
cock2016.

For more information, contact Vance 
at jvance@dnr.IN.gov or (812) 837-
9967. Property entrance is free during 
the event.

Fairfax SRA (stateparks.IN-
.gov/2954.htm) is at 9801 S. Fairfax 
Road, Bloomington, 47401.

Woodcock Walk 
at Fairfax SRA

TOY’S AUTO PARTS, INC.
Loogootee

(812) 295-2312

Sullivan
(812) 268-5252

Jasonville
(812) 665-3969

Shoals
(812) 247-3321

Martinsville
(765) 342-6623

Bicknell
(812) 735-3545

Jasper
(812) 634-2222

Linton
(812) 847-4494
Bloomfield

(812) 384-4453

Washington
(812) 254-2540
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MATTHEW PERRY
Matthew Shane Perry is the son 

of Tammy Jo Nelson. While in high 
school he has been in band all four 
years and served as a cadet teacher his 
senior year. Matthew plans to attend 
college and study engineering.

ASHLEE RANEY
Ashlee Dawn Raney is the daughter 

of Amy Raney and Anthony Raney. 
While in high school, she has been in 
chorus (grades 9-12) and in the mu-
sical and FACS Club (grade 12). She 
also served as a cadet teacher (grades 
11-12). Ashlee plans to attend Vin-
cennes University but is undecided on 
her course of study.
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Governor Mike Pence yesterday 
announced the State of Indiana is ac-
cepting nominations for the 2016 Mr. 
and Miss Math and Mr. and Miss Sci-
ence awards. These honors recognize 
up to four outstanding high school se-
niors for their exemplary performance 
in science, technology, engineering, 
and math (STEM). Winning students 
receive $1,000 college scholarships 
through Indiana’s CollegeChoice 529 
Direct Savings Plan.

Indiana’s Mr. and Miss Math and 
Science awards honor the top high 
school seniors in STEM classes, as 
well as extracurricular activities, work/
research projects, leadership roles, 
and community service. The nomina-
tions will be reviewed by a panel of 
STEM experts, including teachers, 
college and university instructors, and 
staff from the Indiana Department of 
Education and the Indiana Education 
Roundtable.

Governor Pence will announce In-
diana’s Mr. and Miss Math and Mr. 
and Miss Science in May. Nomi-
nations for the awards can be sub-
mitted at https://secure.in.gov/apps/
mathscienceawards/. The deadline 
for nominations is 11:59 p.m. EST on 
April 10, 2016.

State seeking nominations 
for Mr. and Miss Math 
and Science Awards

Loogootee Students, Staff of February
Loogootee Elementary recently chose the February Students and Staff 

Member of the Month. In the front row, from left to right, are Cami Blan-
ton, Wyatt Osborne, Deacon Wolfe, Owen Gilliland, Ava Jeffers, and Ethan 
Moffatt. In the second row, from left to right, are Evan Williams, Owen 
Tompkins, Brianna Eckerle, Morgan Brim, and Noah Hager. In the back 
row, from left to right, are Ryken Chandler, Staff Member of the Month Ms. 
Buchta, Drew Walker, Courtney Craig, and Lily Moffatt.

Mathletes
On February 25, 521 elementary school teams participated in the M.A.T.H. 

Bowl competition across 51 sites statewide. The competition consisted of four 
rounds with each round consisting of eight multiple-choice questions which 
were read to the students and projected on the screen simultaneously. After 
consulting with the other team members at the table, the team captain an-
swered each question by circling the chosen response on the answer sheet. 
At the conclusion of the allotted time, (30-60 seconds) a proctor graded each 
response before the next question was read. Loogootee Middle School’s fifth 
and sixth grade math bowl team participated in Paoli and received second 
place in their division. The team met on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school 
to practice. They were coached by Mrs. Sarah Knepp. Pictured in the front 
row, from left to right, are Nick Keller, Kyleigh Courter, Shawna Mason, 
Lindsey Nolan, Ava Summers, and Kaylynn Sims. In the second row, from 
left to right, are Evan Cunningham, Tessa Bradley, Jayleigh Harger, Ashden 
Walton, and Rachel Lents. In the third row are Zoey Brassine, Lucas Brit-
ain, Matthew Wagler, Ethan White, and Kage Lyon. And in the back row are 
Abbey Fischer, Mallorie Sutton, Mrs. Knepp, Aiden Kain, and Jalynn Stoll.

Engineering lesson
Students in Ms. Nicole Bays’ 6th grade class learned about engineering 

from LHS graduate, Andrew Kluesner. E Week is a week set aside to en-
courage students of all ages to explore their interest in Science, Math and 
Technology. Ms. Bays’ class spent time learning about the design process, 
then working in groups to design and build a prototype. They ended the 
week with a visit from Mr. Kluesner. Kluesner spoke with the class about a 
variety of projects engineers who work at Naval Support Activity - Crane 
might collaborate on. He stressed the importance of being creative and shar-
ing your ideas with others. Lastly, he encouraged students to take an interest 
in the world around them, figure out how things work and find new solutions 
to problems. Students were very interested in Kluesner’s presentation and 
had many questions. “I really appreciate Andrew talking with us. His job 
is interesting and I liked learning about how missiles work,” said students 
Reece and Rory Tippery. 

The Loogootee Little League will be 
holding its first golf scramble on Sat-
urday, April 9 with a shotgun start at 9 
a.m. at West Boggs Golf Course. The 
entry fee is $50, due on the day of the 
scramble.

All donations/proceeds will go to-
wards improving the Little League 
facilities and provide players with 
proper safety equipment. Buffet for all 
participants and sponsors will be held 
at Biggin’s Pizza after the event. The 
scramble will be 18 holes. There will 
be 12 teams of six players each. Priz-
es will be awarded to first, second, and 
third places. 

Loogootee Little League Golf Scramble 
If you are interested in participating, 

please contact Chris Bledsoe at 812-
296-0108 or goob360@hotmail.com; 
Audree Carrico at 812-296-1352 or 
audreecarrico@gmail.com; or James 
Hager at 812-295-8284 or dealerj22@
yahoo.com to get you and your team 
registered. Preregistration is recom-
mended in order to reserve a team 
since space is limited. However, onsite 
registration will be available. 

If you do not want to play in the 
scramble, but would like to donate 
another way please contact one of the 
board members above. Rain date will 
be Sunday, April 10.

-Photo provided

-Photo provided

-Photo provided

The Loogootee Junior/Senior High 
Choir will be performing 6 p.m. Sun-
day, March 13 at Loogootee United 
Methodist Church. This service is open 
to any and all. Refreshments will fol-
low in the Fellowship Hall. 

This year, Loogootee High School 
will present Beauty and the Beast on 
April 8 at 7:30 p.m., April 9 at 4 and 
7:30 p.m. and April 10 at 2 p.m. Tbhey 
will be having a “Brunch with Beauty 
and the Beast” fundraiser on Saturday, 
March 19 from 8-10 a.m. in the high 
school cafeteria. They will also give 
prince and princess make-overs and pic-
tures with characters in the cast! They 
encourage children to come dressed as 
their favorite Disney character!

Brunch with Beauty and 
the Beast March 19

LHS Choir to perform
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Total nonfarm payroll employment 
increased by 242,000 in February, 
and the unemployment rate was un-
changed at 4.9 percent, the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics reported last 
week. Employment gains occurred in 
health care and social assistance, re-
tail trade, food services and drinking 
places, and private educational ser-
vices. Job losses continued in mining.

Household Survey Data
In February, the unemployment rate 

held at 4.9 percent, and the number of 
unemployed persons, at 7.8 million, 
was unchanged. Over the year, the 
unemployment rate and the number 
of unemployed persons were down 
by 0.6 percentage point and 831,000, 
respectively. 

Among the major worker groups, 
the unemployment rates for adult 
men (4.5 percent), adult women (4.5 
percent), teenagers (15.6 percent), 
Whites (4.3 percent), Blacks (8.8 per-
cent), Asians (3.8 percent), and His-
panics (5.4 percent) showed little or 
no change in February. 

The number of long-term unem-
ployed (those jobless for 27 weeks 
or more) was essentially unchanged 
at 2.2 million in February and has 
shown little movement since June. In 
February, these individuals accounted 
for 27.7 percent of the unemployed.

The employment-population ratio 
edged up to 59.8 percent over the 
month, and the labor force partici-
pation rate edged up to 62.9 percent. 
Both measures have increased by 0.5 
percentage point since September. 

The number of persons employed 
part time for economic reasons (also 
referred to as involuntary part-time 
workers) was unchanged in February 
at 6.0 million and has shown little 
movement since November. These 
individuals, who would have pre-
ferred full-time employment, were 
working part time because their hours 
had been cut back or because they 
were unable to find a full-time job. 

In February, 1.8 million persons 
were marginally attached to the labor 
force, down by 356,000 from a year 
earlier. (The data are not seasonally 
adjusted.) These individuals were not 
in the labor force, wanted and were 
available for work, and had looked 
for a job sometime in the prior 12 
months. They were not counted as 
unemployed because they had not 
searched for work in the 4 weeks pre-
ceding the survey. 

Among the marginally attached, 
there were 599,000 discouraged 
workers in February, down by 
133,000 from a year earlier. (The 
data are not seasonally adjusted.) 
Discouraged workers are persons not 
currently looking for work because 
they believe no jobs are available for 
them. 

The remaining 1.2 million per-
sons marginally attached to the labor 
force in February had not searched 
for work for reasons such as school 
attendance or family responsibilities. 

Establishment Survey Data
Total nonfarm payroll employment 

increased by 242,000 in February. 
Job growth occurred in health care 
and social assistance, retail trade, 
food services and drinking places, 
and private educational services. 
Mining employment continued to de-
cline. 

Health care and social assistance 
added 57,000 jobs in February. 
Health care employment increased 
by 38,000 over the month, with 
job gains in ambulatory health care 
services (+24,000) and hospitals 
(+11,000). Over the past 12 months, 
hospitals have added 181,000 jobs. 
In February, employment rose by 
19,000 in social assistance, most-
ly in individual and family services 
(+14,000).

Retail trade continued to add jobs 
in February (+55,000). Employment 
rose in food and beverage stores 
(+15,000) and other general mer-
chandise stores (+13,000). Retail 
trade has added 339,000 jobs over 
the past 12 months.

Food services and drinking places 
added 40,000 jobs in February. Over 
the year, employment in the industry 
has grown by 359,000.

Employment in private educational 
services rose by 28,000 in February, 
after edging down by 20,000 in the 
prior month.

Construction employment con-
tinued to trend up in February 
(+19,000), with a gain of 14,000 in 
residential specialty trade contrac-
tors. Employment in construction 
was up by 253,000 over the past 12 
months, with residential special-
ty trade contractors accounting for 
about half of the increase.

Employment in mining continued 
to decline in February (-19,000), 
with job losses in support activities 
for mining (-16,000) and coal min-
ing (-2,000). Since a recent peak in 
September 2014, mining has shed 
171,000 jobs, with more than three-
fourths of the loss in support activi-
ties for mining.

Employment in other major in-
dustries, including manufacturing, 
wholesale trade, transportation and 
warehousing, financial activities, 
professional and business services, 
and government, showed little 
change over the month.

The average workweek for all em-
ployees on private nonfarm payrolls 
declined by 0.2 hour to 34.4 hours in 
February. 

The manufacturing workweek was 
unchanged at 40.8 hours, and factory 
overtime was 3.3 hours for the third 
month in a row. The average work-
week for production and nonsupervi-
sory employees on private nonfarm 
payrolls edged down by 0.1 hour to 
33.7 hours. 

In February, average hourly earn-
ings for all employees on private 
nonfarm payrolls declined by 3 cents 
to $25.35, following an increase of 
12 cents in January. Average hourly 
earnings have risen by 2.2 percent 
over the year. 

In February, average hourly earn-
ings of private-sector production and 
nonsupervisory employees were un-
changed at $21.32. 

The change in total nonfarm pay-
roll employment for December was 
revised from +262,000 to +271,000, 
and the change for January was re-
vised from +151,000 to +172,000. 
With these revisions, employment 
gains in December and January 
combined were 30,000 more than 
previously reported. Over the past 
3 months, job gains have averaged 
228,000 per month.

National unemployment stays 
at 4.9 percent for February

Eric Holcomb was sworn in last 
week as the 51st Lieutenant Governor 
of Indiana in a ceremony in the south 
atrium of the Indiana Statehouse. Hol-
comb was sworn in by Indiana Su-
preme Court Justice Mark Massa, and 
both Holcomb and Governor Pence 
offered remarks. Lieutenant Governor 
Holcomb took his oath on President 
Benjamin Harrison’s personal bible 
that he used to be sworn in as president.

“Eric Holcomb is a Hoosier through 
and through, and I’m proud that he has 
officially taken his oath to join the ad-
ministration as Lieutenant Governor,” 
said Governor Pence. “Eric has a heart 
for public service and a love for In-
diana like few people I’ve ever met, 
and I’m grateful for Eric and his wife 
Janet’s willingness to serve this state. 
I know that Eric’s enthusiasm, integri-
ty, and extensive experience at both the 
state and federal level will serve him 
well as he assumes the duties of the 
Office of the Lieutenant Governor. I’m 
looking forward to working with Eric 
in the coming months, and I know that 
he’s ready to get to work for the people 
of Indiana.”

On February 9, Governor Pence an-
nounced his intention to nominate Hol-
comb as Lieutenant Governor. He for-
mally nominated Holcomb on March 
2, and on March 3, Holcomb was con-
firmed by majority vote in the House of 
Representatives and the Senate.

“I could not be more excited or more 
proud to serve as Lieutenant Governor 
of the state of Indiana,” said Lieutenant 
Governor Eric Holcomb. “I am grateful 
for the opportunity to work alongside 
Governor Pence to build on Indiana’s 
strong foundation and make tomorrow 
stronger. I’m eager to get started, and I 
look forward to hitting the ground run-
ning to serve the Hoosiers of this great 
state.”

Eric Holcomb has spent his career in 
public service. Most recently, he has 
served as State Chief of Staff to U.S. 
Senator Dan Coats. Prior to that role 
from 2003 to 2011, Holcomb served 
as Governor Mitch Daniels’ deputy 
chief of staff and managed the Gover-
nor’s 2008 re-election campaign. Hol-
comb has also served as chairman of 
the Indiana Republican Party and as 
a member of the Republican National 
Committee. Holcomb got his start in 
politics managing successful races for 
U.S. Congressman John Hostettler and 
a mayoral race in Vincennes, where he 
lived at the time. Holcomb earned his 
undergraduate degree from Hanover 
College and is a veteran of the United 
States Navy. Eric and his wife, Janet, 
live in Traders Point, Indiana.

Eric Holcomb sworn 
in as 51st Lieutenant 
Governor of Indiana

State health officials are urging Hoo-
siers to get vaccinated against influenza 
amid an increase in the number of flu-re-
lated deaths in Indiana. Since October, 
19 Indiana residents have died of influ-
enza-associated illnesses, including two 
children.  

Many of Indiana’s influenza-associ-
ated deaths this season have occurred 
among unvaccinated individuals, es-
pecially people who are at high risk of 
flu-related complications due to age 
or underlying medical conditions. The 
Indiana State Department of Health 
(ISDH) has also seen an increase in flu 
activity, including severe illnesses, in 
schools, long-term care facilities and 
correctional facilities in recent weeks. 

“As we see every year, the flu can 
have serious consequences, and we urge 
Hoosiers to do everything they can to 
protect themselves,” said State Health 
Commissioner Jerome Adams, M.D., 
M.P.H. “People should not get a false 
sense of security just because this year’s 
season has been milder so far. The flu 
will be around for several more months, 
and people who haven’t received a flu 
vaccine should get one to ensure they’re 
protected.” 

Health officials recommend that every-
one age 6 months and older get an annual 
flu vaccine. People can help prevent the 
spread of flu by washing their hands fre-
quently and thoroughly, avoiding touch-
ing their eyes, nose and mouth with their 
hands and staying home when sick. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) reports that this year’s 
seasonal influenza vaccine is about 59 
percent effective, which is among the 
highest rates documented by studies 
of the vaccine’s effectiveness. Flu sea-
son typically continues until May, and 
healthcare providers are encouraged to 
continue offering the vaccine to unvac-
cinated patients throughout the remain-
der of the season.  

Influenza is a viral infection of the re-
spiratory tract. It is spread by respiratory 
droplets released when infected people 
cough or sneeze nearby or when people 
touch surfaces or objects contaminated 
with those infectious respiratory drop-
lets. People can also become infected 
by touching surfaces or objects contam-
inated with influenza viruses and then 
touching their eyes, mouth or nose.  

Flu symptoms include: fever of 100 
degrees Fahrenheit or greater, headache, 
fatigue, cough, muscle aches, sore throat   

Although anyone can get the flu, some 
people are at higher risk of flu-related 
complications, such as pneumonia, hos-
pitalization and death. High-risk indi-
viduals include pregnant women, young 
children (especially those too young to 
get vaccinated), people with chronic 
illnesses, people who are immune-com-
promised and the elderly.  

Healthcare workers also are urged to 
get a flu vaccine to reduce their risk of 
transmitting illness to their patients.  

For more information about influenza, 
visit the ISDH’s flu webpage at www.
in.gov/isdh/25462.htm.

Visit the Indiana State Department of 
Health at www.StateHealth.in.gov for 
important health and safety information, 
or follow us on Twitter at @StateHealth-
IN and on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/isdh1.

Health officials 
urge vaccines 
amid increase 
in flu deaths

ERIC HALCOMB
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Making A Difference By Curt Johnson
MCCF Executive Director

--Thanks to Donors--
Within Martin County there are 

many people who choose to support 
the quality of life of the community 
through gifts to the Martin County 
Community Foundation (MCCF). 
Many of those people allow the 
MCCF to publicly recognize their 
giving. We appreciate the opportuni-
ty to tastefully thank donors for their 
generosity because donors make it 
possible for the MCCF to fulfill its 
grantmaking mission, and we want to 
express our gratitude.

--Quiet Ones Too--
The MCCF also strives to faithfully 

maintain the confidentiality of donor 
information. For some donors, this 
includes protecting their anonymity. 
There are various reasons why a per-
son may prefer to give anonymous-
ly. Some may be shy by nature and 
dislike attention, whether it is in their 
giving or other facets of life. Others 
are wary that, should their giving be-
come visible, they may have to deal 
with solicitations from a variety of 
causes or organizations in which they 
may not be interested, or which they 
may not have the capacity to support.

Just the reverse can be true as well. 
Some favor anonymous giving be-
cause it shields the benefiting orga-
nization or people from feeling the 
need to put on a show for the donor. 
Still others, in the Biblical tradition of 
secret almsgiving, wish to keep their 
egos out of their giving, and feel that 
anonymity may help preserve the pu-
rity or sincerity of their selflessness.

--Giving Options--
Donors who prefer anonymity have 

all the same giving options as others. 
Any of the fund types may be estab-
lished or they can give to any exist-
ing fund that meets their interests. 
An anonymous giver may also give 

in memory or honor of a loved one.  
Confidentiality can be protected re-
gardless of whether the gift comes 
via a check, an IRA, or a bequest in 
a will.

--We’re Here to Help--
Whether a donor permits personal 

acknowledgment or requests ano-
nymity, the MCCF is always pleased 
to help connect a donor’s concern and 
resources with the community needs. 
We’ve seen that when the people of 
Martin County see a genuine need, 
and they have confidence that the 
need will be effectively addressed, 
they give generously as their situ-
ation allows. That speaks volumes 
about you, our community, and the 
spirit of concern and desire to make 
a difference.

--Lilly Endowment Match--
Any gift, anonymous or not, can 

be increased with a matching grant 
offered by the Lilly Endowment un-
til March 31. This grant will match 
dollar-for-dollar any donations to 
unrestricted funds, and 50 cents on 
the dollar for other types of funds. A 
great opportunity if you are thinking 
about donating to a cause that reach-
es out to your heart.

--More Information--
If you have questions about the 

MCCF or ways that you can make a 
difference in our community, please 
contact any board member or the 
MCCF Executive Director, Curt 
Johnson, at 812-295-1022 or mccf@
cfpartner.org.

Information is also on our web-
site at www.cfpartner.org/mccf.htm 
or “liking” the MCCF at www.face-
book.com/mccommunityfoundation 
on Facebook.

And my thanks to Dan Gregory 
who provided the foundation for this 
article.

Indiana Attorney General Greg Zo-
eller yesterday released a list of the top 
10 consumer complaints received by the 
Consumer Protection Division in 2015, 
with unwanted calls once again topping 
the list followed by auto sales and home 
repair.

This week, March 6-12, is National 
Consumer Protection Week, aimed at 
educating the public about fraud, scams 
and strategies to avoid becoming a vic-
tim.

Zoeller said most of these complaint 
areas are repeat offenders, while others, 
like identity theft, have risen dramatical-
ly over the years.

“Certain industries, like auto and 
home repair, are notoriously rife with 
scammers, and my office works to edu-
cate Hoosiers about these common prob-
lems and provide them with the tools 
they need to avoid fraud,” Zoeller said. 
“Other complaint areas have grown as 
technology advances. More than 500 
data breaches were reported to my office 
last year, exposing Hoosiers’ informa-
tion and putting them at risk for identity 
theft and other cybercrimes. Criminals 
are using more sophisticated tactics to 
deceive and defraud, and consumers 
must do more to stay a step ahead.”

Here are the top 10 consumer com-
plaints filed with the Indiana Attorney 
General’s Office in 2015 and tips on how 
to avoid them:

1. Unwanted calls/phone scams
The Attorney General’s Office re-

ceives more complaints about unwanted 
calls than any other category. Callers of-
fer a variety of services, and these calls 
are often scams. One of the most com-
mon unwanted call complaints is about 
the IRS impersonation scam. In the IRS 
impersonation scam, callers claim to be 
with the IRS and demand immediate 
payment of past-due taxes. Do not re-
spond or make payments to any incom-
ing caller. Always hang up and initiate 
the call yourself. Find the correct num-
ber by looking it up; do not rely on the 
number the caller gives you. Register for 
the Do Not Call list to block telemarket-
ing calls and consider other call-block-
ing services. If you are on the list, and 
receive a sales call, you can be sure it’s 
a scam.

2. New and used auto sales and service
Before purchasing a car, understand 

your rights and what to look out for by 
reviewing the AG’s Auto Buyer’s Bill of 
Rights. Make sure to research local deal-
ers and check with the Indiana Attor-
ney General’s Office or Better Business 
Bureau for complaints. Once you find a 
vehicle, have the car inspected by an in-
dependent mechanic. Take your time to 
read and understand the entire written 
purchase agreement before signing. Be 
sure that the terms of any warranty that 
come with the car are spelled out in your 
contract.

3. Home maintenance and construc-
tion

Door-to-door salesman offering home 
improvement services, especially after 
damaging storms, may pressure home-
owners into making quick decisions. 
Do your research on the contractor and 
compare bids with other local and rep-
utable companies. Indiana law requires 
home improvement contracts exceeding 
$150 to be in writing. Never pay for the 
entire project before the work begins and 
do not pay more than one third of the to-
tal cost as a down payment. Remaining 
payments should be tied to completion 
of specified amounts of work.

4. Online scams and sales
Research the business you plan to 

purchase from online and confirm their 

physical address and phone number in 
case you need to contact them. Consid-
er using an online payment service, such 
as PayPal, or your credit card, which 
protects your transaction under the Fair 
Credit Billing Act. If you receive an 
unsolicited email, never respond to re-
quests for personal or financial informa-
tion and do not click on any links.

5. Identity Theft
Identity theft continues to grow, and 

the best protection against this crime 
is signing up for a free credit freeze to 
prevent criminals from opening up lines 
of credit in your name. Monitoring your 
financial statements closely and check-
ing your credit report at least once a year 
at www.annualcreditreport.com can also 
help you detect errors, accounts you nev-
er opened, and/or bills sent to the wrong 
address - all signs that someone else is 
using and ruining your name and credit. 

6. Retail
Carefully check the store’s refund pol-

icy before making a purchase to know 
whether you can expect a cash refund, 
in-store credit or an exchange. Layaway 
plans, while often helpful, can contain 
hidden fees or refund restrictions. It is 
always important to get a copy of the 
layaway policy in writing prior to mak-
ing any payments.

7. Wireless phone and cable providers
Before contracting with a wireless ser-

vice provider make sure you research the 
company, network and plan. Compare 
several different providers to determine 
what plan fits your needs and budget. In 
addition to your plan’s costs, make sure 
to consider other charges like activation 
fees, insurance, data packages and over-
ages.

8. Debt collection
If you receive a debt collection notice, 

make sure you determine whether you 
are being contacted for legitimate non-
payment by a lawful creditor. It is im-
portant to know your rights and how to 
recognize abusive collection practices. 
Keep track of phone conversations and 
other interactions. File a complaint with 
the Attorney General’s Office if you sus-
pect the agency is not legitimate, if you 
are being harassed or if the collector re-
fuses to supply verification of the debt.

9. Lending and mortgage
Scammers too often prey on Hoo-

siers struggling financially, particularly 
property owners desperate to keep their 
homes. Hoosiers who are behind in their 
mortgage payments and facing foreclo-
sure should seek free legal help from 
Indiana Legal Services, which recently 
received a grant from the AG’s Office to 
support foreclosure prevention counsel-
ing. Additionally, homeowners can con-
tact the Indiana Foreclosure Prevention 
Network (IFPN) at 1-877-GET-HOPE to 
see if they qualify to receive mortgage 
payment assistance from Indiana’s Hard-
est Hit Fund. Homeowners should be on 
guard against scam artists who ask for a 
fee in exchange for a counseling service 
or modification of a delinquent loan.

10. Financial/credit services
Advertisements often promise mir-

acles in repairing bad credit reports. In 
reality, no one can guarantee to erase 
bad credit. You can remove inaccurate 
or outdated information from your credit 
report yourself, at no cost. Check to be 
sure a credit repair company is bonded 
with the Attorney General’s Office to 
satisfy consumer claims.

The Attorney General’s Outreach Di-
vision, focused on consumer education, 
reached nearly 42,000 people last year. 
Community groups interested in a con-
sumer protection training can email out-
reachservices@atg.in.gov.

Unwanted calls, auto sales top 
list of 2015 consumer complaints

302 W. Williams St.
LOOGOOTEE

295-3636
www.thelodgeofloogootee.com

Find us on facebook!
Hours: Monday-Closed; Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday 7 a.m.-10 p.m. Sunday 8 a.m.-11 a.m. for breakfast and serving lunch 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

The Lodge’s 1sT
SEAFOOD BOIL

Friday, March 11
starting at 5 p.m.

featuring Crab Legs, Fresh Local 
Raised Shrimp, Corn on the Cob 

and Red Potatoes

Come on out and Enjoy!


