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The Martin County Alliance for Eco-
nomic Growth Board of Directors hired 
local businesswoman Jessica Potts as 
the organization’s new executive di-
rector. The Martin County Alliance for 
Economic Growth is an organization 
charged with leading business attraction, 
retention, and expansion efforts in Martin 
County. 

Jessica is excited to work with local 
cities and towns as well as civic orga-
nizations and chambers of commerce to 
help promote Martin County. She enjoys 
the challenge of getting projects com-
pleted on a budget and has a passion for 
bringing everyone to the table to accom-
plish goals.

Mike Arvin, president of the Alliance 
board stated, “I am very excited to have 
Jessica Potts join the Alliance as our 
executive director. We have made great 
progress over the last year in our Martin 
County community and Jessica has the 
talent, skills and love for our community 
to lead us into the future.”

A Martin County native, Jessica grad-
uated from Loogootee High School and 
went on to continue her education at 
the University of Southern Indiana with 
a bachelor’s degree in Health Services 
with concentrations in Gerontology and 
Health Administration. She has diverse 
work experience ranging from workforce 
development to defense contracting. In 
her most recent position, she worked for 
the Southern Indiana Development Com-
mission (SIDC) to help the five-county 
region they serve to develop an economic 
recovery and resiliency plan. Additional-
ly, she served as a liaison between local 
governments, nonprofit organizations 
and the EDA to help identify and acquire 
grant resources. 

Martin County is home to NSA Crane, 
the third-largest U.S. Naval installation 
in the world. Other primary industries 
include mining, agriculture, and small 
business. Affordable housing, natural 
beauty in the scenic landscape, and short 
commutes to major employers are only a 
few of its many strengths to attract busi-
ness and workforce to the area. 

Potts will work closely with Radius 
Indiana on projects related to economic 
development. Radius is an eight-county 
regional economic development organi-
zation that includes Martin County.

“We’re delighted to have Jessica as a 
partner who can direct us on promoting 
and serving economic development in 

Jessica Potts named 
Martin County Alliance 
Executive Director

The Martin County Council met Mon-
day night, August 8. 

Mike Arvin, with the Martin County 
Alliance for Economic Growth, intro-
duced Jessica Potts as the new Alliance 
Director. Potts is replacing Angie Risa-
cher who recently resigned the position 
to be able to spend more time with her 
daughters. Potts said she started the posi-
tion that day and she is looking forward 
to serving as director. Arvin noted they 
will be coming to the council asking for 
support but also want to get out into the 
community more to show how the Alli-
ance can help local business. The Alli-
ance office also now has another employ-
ee, Erin Stoll. 

The council approved the review of 
abatements for USG and Wagbaugh 
properties. Both abatements expire next 
year and were for 10 years.

The council approved two additional 
appropriation requests from community 
corrections. The first, for $20,000, was 
for leasing equipment associated with 
GPS/home detention clients. Commu-
nity Corrections Director Danielle Mur-
phy was unable to attend the meeting but 
left a letter explaining the client base is 
substantially more than it has been in the 
past and not enough money was bud-
geted. They currently have 35-38 GPS/
home detention clients. 

The council also approved $4,870 for 
the corrections office to purchase new 
computers from Matrix. Murphy said in 
her letter that the current office comput-
ers are obsolete and keep shutting down. 

Both additional appropriations for 
community corrections will come from 
the department’s project income money 
and not the general fund. 

Auditor Michelle Norris talked to the 
council about the need to approve addi-
tional money to pay for the Matrix con-

tract. Norris said they (the courthouse 
offices) are given a set number of hours 
in the contract to call the help desk, but 
they are going over those hours each 
month. $70,000 was budgeted for Matrix 
this year and they are going to end up 
needing over $83,000. This also includes 
their cybersecurity contract. Norris told 
the council that $25,000 was encumbered 
from EDIT (Economic Development In-
come Tax) funds for the Town of Shoals 
to pay for ballpark renovations however 
that was a five-year agreement that end-
ed last year. She said the unused $25,000 
can go toward the Matrix contract, if the 
council agreed. The council approved. 

Norris told the council that the sheriff’s 
department received a grant for $2,500 to 
pay for extra patrol during school hours, 
to enforce school bus stop arm viola-
tions. The grant will pay for three dep-
uties to do extra patrols throughout the 
county for three months in the spring and 

BY COURTNEY HUGHETT
 Martin County Journal Publisher

The Loogootee City Council discussed 
several topics at their meeting Monday 
night, August 8, from stop signs to pray-
ing before each meeting. 

Ernie Canell, pastor of New Beginnings 
Church, asked the council if a minister, in 
a rotation, could come and give a prayer 
prior to the start of the council meetings. 
He said the Indiana House of Represen-
tatives prays at the start of each day. The 
council approved the request. Tim Sals-
man, from the audience, asked if this 
would be a conflict between church and 
state. He also asked if he could spread the 
word for anyone to come in and pray or 
perform a ritual. 

Council Member Teresa Nolley said 
the prayer would be done prior to the start 
of the meeting, not during. 

A woman in the audience asked if 
this means anyone can come and give a 
prayer. Mayor Noel Harty replied that the 
ministerial association in the city would 
send someone each meeting. He said the 

ministerial association, with Canell as 
president, comprises most of the churches 
within the city limits. 

The woman asked if the council had 
ever had prayer prior to meetings before.

Mayor Harty replied that they have not. 
She asked why now. She added if she 

wanted to hear prayer, she would attend a 
church service. 

Mayor Harty said the Loogootee 
School Board used to do a moment of si-
lence during their meetings. 

It was suggested that the council do that 
so anyone could say their own prayer, if 
they wanted. No change was made to the 
original vote, however. 

Gene Colvin, from the audience, asked 
if the council had revenue and attendance 
totals for the city pool. Clerk-Treasurer 
Roger Downey said those numbers will 
be provided at next month’s meeting. 
Colvin said he believes $4 per person as 
an admission fee to the pool is too high, 
especially for poor residents. He noted 
that the city loses money every year with 
the pool anyway so if the city is willing to 
fund it, they should lower the admission 

fee. 
Council Member Nolley said the big-

gest complaint they receive is that the ad-
mission fee is too high however the tax-
payers are the ones who pay for the loss 
from the pool. She noted that many who 
use the pool are not Loogootee residents. 

Park Board President Don Greene said 
lowering the entrance fee would mean 
having higher admission which would re-
quire more lifeguards. He said they have 
trouble staffing the pool with the current 
attendance and they even had to close a 
few days this summer due to a lack of 
lifeguards.

Mayor Harty said Colvin’s suggestions 
are something to think about and consider. 

Salsman asked if there would be a way 
to give a discount to residents of the city. 
Council Member Nolley said that is also 
something to consider.

Mayor Harty said he was approached 
by County Elections Clerk Julie Fithian 
about the city moving their elections to 
be included with the others in the county. 
He said the city is currently running their 

City council discusses pool, prayer
BY COURTNEY HUGHETT
 Martin County Journal Publisher
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County council approves additional money requests

Jeramey Osborn, ambulance liaison, 
gave the Martin County Commissioners 
an update on the ambulance service at 
their meeting Tuesday night, August 9. 
Attorney Lett said he hasn’t heard from 
the current ambulance director, Steve 
McClure, about whether he will be able 
to provide basic service after August 22 
when he loses his sponsor hospital. 

Osborn said the ambulance the com-
missioners recently purchased from New 
York is currently being serviced. He said 
Dr. Sample, in Jasper, has agreed to be 
the county’s sponsor doctor and Jasper 
Memorial Hospital has agreed to be the 
sponsor hospital for Martin County’s new 
service – to be called Martin County Am-
bulance Service. Osborn said he needs to 
get a phone line installed at the civil de-

Commissioners powering forward to 
get ambulance service up and running
BY COURTNEY HUGHETT
 Martin County Journal Publisher

fense building for the service. 
Discussion ensued on getting the civil 

defense building renovated to allow for 
sleeping quarters for the EMTs. The up-
stairs will be converted to four rooms, 
three sleeping quarters and one common 
area. There will be one office downstairs 
for the ambulance director. 

The commissioners gave Osborn the 
okay to purchase a second used ambu-
lance for $55,000, using ARPA (American 
Recovery Plan Act) funds. Commission-
er George said they are so thankful they 
have the ARPA money because he doesn’t 
know what they would have done other-
wise. “We never planned to be in the am-
bulance business,” he said. George noted 
that they are looking to see if TIF funds 
can be used as well.

A member of the audience asked if the 
county would have any ambulance ser-
vice after August 22. Osborn replied that 

the county will not however he is working 
on a contingency plan because the new 
Martin County Ambulance Service will 
not be completely up and running by then.

Osborn said he has a pretty good staff 
already lined up and the biggest hurdle is 
going to be getting the state to come do an 
inspection once they are ready. 

“We are moving as fast as we can,” said 
Commissioner George. He said the cur-
rent ambulance provider had another year 
in their contract, so the county was not 
expecting any of this. He said Osborn is 
working day and night to get something 
going.

Commissioner George asked if they 
could use the current ambulance building 
in Loogootee in the interim. Osborn said 
it’s one bedroom which could cause hu-
man resources issues. 

The commissioners decided to hold a 
(See 'COMMISSIONERS' on page 3)
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At Your Service

106 Wood St., Loogootee
Adam Greene 812-295-9840

Complete Collision Repair

AUTO REPAIR HEATING & AIR

INSURANCE LAWYER

David Nibel, MD 
Daniell Summers, FNP 

Call us today for 
an appointment!
812-295-5095 

 

Lab & X-ray 
Monday - Friday 

8am - 5pm 

PHYSICIAN

KRB Disposal
Pickup household trash weekly

NOW serving Martin & Daviess counties

812-247-3115 or

812-247-3604

TRASH PICK-UP

Isha E. Wright-Ryan
Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation
200 John F. Kennedy Avenue
P.O. Box 398
Loogootee, IN 47553

Telephone: 812-295-1096
Fax: 260-408-1760
ishawrightryan@gmail.com
www.ishalaw.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

300 Church Street, Loogootee IN 47553 • 812-295-2100

Ed Kerns, Owner/Agent Alyssa Kerns, Owner/Agent

Luke Callison, Agent

LOOGOOTEE  (812) 295-9737    BEDFORD (812) 275-5899

Home  Auto  Business  Health  Life  Medicare 

Local Professionals 
Here To Serve You!

INSURANCE

REALTOR STONE/GRAVEL

MONUMENTS

AVAILABLE SPACE

Fast Lane Farms
Stone • Ag Lime
Sand • Gravel

Randy Wininger
812-709-0383 • rvcwininger@gmail.com

3201 St. Rd. 550, Shoals IN 47581

Emma Letterman, Owner
812-709-2457 • emma.letterman@gmail.com

AVAILABLE SPACE
$25 PER MONTH

Email courtney@
martincountyjournal.com

Martin County communities. We’ve al-
ready been impressed with her work eth-
ic and her creativity when we’ve collab-
orated with her on projects in her SIDC 
capacity. Her experience in the defense 
industry and with SIDC will be extreme-
ly valuable and we look forward to the 
success to come,” said Jeff Quyle, presi-
dent and CEO of Radius. 

Jessica enjoys being a part of her small 
rural community in Loogootee where she 
resides with her husband Mark, and their 
two children Judd and Morgan. 

Jessica began her role as executive 
director August 8. If you would like to 
reach out to the Alliance, you can reach 
her at: Jessica Potts/Executive Director 
Martin County Alliance for Economic 
Growth, 2664 US Hwy 50, Loogootee, 
IN 47553. Jessica.Potts@martinalliance.
org, 812-295-4800

three months in the fall. 
Council Member Warren Albright not-

ed that as a school bus driver, he learned 
that the school bus has to be completely 
stopped before the lights can be turned 
on and the stop arm extended. He said 
drivers cannot be cited if the bus is still 
rolling when the stop arm comes out. He 
said many people do not know that this is 
part of the law.

Sheriff Josh Greene reported they cur-
rently have 63 inmates in the jail with 
26 of them from Vigo County. He said 
there are rumors of a COVID outbreak at 
the Vigo County jail and they are look-
ing into that. He said they do not want to 
bring COVID into the jail. 

The council approved holding their 
annual budget workshop on Tuesday, 
August 23 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The next 
council meeting will be Monday, Sep-
tember 12 at 6 p.m. This will also be a 
public hearing for the 2023 budget.

election on an off year and are the only 
ones on the ballot. Adding the city to the 
regular election will save the city $40,000 
to $60,000. The council voted to approve 
the move. 

The mayor noted that next year’s city 
election would only allow for a three-year 
term for those voted in. The mayor also 
noted that Council Member Rick Norris, 
who was not present at the meeting, had 
told him he was not in favor of the change.

The council discussed a request from 
members of the public to build a pickle-
ball court at the park. The court would be 
60 feet by 120 feet and be concrete. The 
mayor said he believes the park board has 
a spot they could use but are still working 
that out. He said he will set up a meeting 
with the park board to discuss further. 

The mayor said he spoke to Alyssa 
Kerns, with Kern’s Insurance, and the 
city’s health insurance premiums will 
go up by three percent next year. He rec-
ommended the council vote to go ahead 
and approve staying with Kern’s since 
they most likely wouldn’t find a better 
rate. Clerk-Treasurer Downey said a vote 
wasn’t required if they plan to stay with 
the same policy and agent. 

The council approved adding a stop 
sign to Dewey Street. Mayor Harty said 
Council Member Carroll Rayhill had 
watched the area and agreed a sign was 
needed. Council Member Nolley asked 
why a stop sign is needed now, after all 
these years. Rayhill replied that he has 
had 15 residents request one. Nolley 
asked if there have been accidents or an 
increase in traffic in that area. Rayhill 
said speeding was the issue. 

City Superintendent Bo Wilson want-
ed to make the council aware of several 
pump failures at the city’s lift stations. 
He said they replaced one recently for 
$32,000, to give the council an idea of 
how costly the pump replacements will 
be. He said the one at the West Boggs lift 
station is also failing and the estimated 
cost to replace it will be $12,500. He said 
they are currently planning an inspection 
of all the other lift stations. 

Salsman, from the audience, asked if 
the pumps could be rebuilt as opposed to 

buying new ones. Wilson replied that it 
costs more to rebuild the pumps than re-
place them. 

Council Member Nolley asked if the 
pumps could be put on a replacement 
schedule instead of the city being hit with 
many all at once. Wilson said yes, they 
could but it would have to be budgeted. 
He added that they used to do a mainte-
nance program with the manufacturers 
however it became too costly to continue. 
Mayor Harty said they can come up with 
a replacement plan next year.

Clerk-Treasurer Downey told the board 
of public works and safety, prior to the 
city council meeting, that he received a 
quote of $500-$1,000 to livestream each 
council meeting. He said the higher end 
cost would be if the city needed a new 
laptop, but he believes they have one that 
will be suitable. Downey said livestream-
ing would reach more people and help 
distinguish between what was said and 
not said after each meeting. The board 
of works decided to table a decision un-
til Board Member Rick Norris could be 
present. During the city council meeting 
however, the issue came back up and the 
council decided to vote 3-1 to start the 
livestreaming. Council Member Rayhill 
voted against. 

Salsman, from the audience, asked if 
the fountain on the square has a meter that 
has been tracking water usage. The may-
or said it was metered now but wasn’t ini-
tially. Salsman noted the amount of water 
that is leaking from the fountain. Mayor 
Harty said he talked to the project man-
ager for the fountain, Ben Lengacher, last 
Friday and Lengacher had sent a video of 
the issue to the vendor who sold the city 
the fountain. The vendor said it needs a 
new top and they are sending one at no 
cost. 

Salman said the water is leaking from 
the base of the fountain, so it doesn’t 
make sense to him that the top needs to 
be replaced. 

Mayor Harty said he could set up a 
meeting between Salsman and Lengacher 
to answer Salsman’s questions. 

Salsman asked how much water the 
fountain is using each day. Superinten-
dent Wilson replied that it’s 1,200 gal-

lons. Salsman said he believes it is more 
than that as the water has been leaking 
out for a long time and they are filling it 
with a hose every day. The mayor again 
told Salsman he needed to direct his ques-
tions to the project manager.

The board of works approved hiring 
Jessie Walker and Dylan Stoll for the 
fire department. Fire Chief JD Flynn said 
Walker is already certified and can start 
right away.

The council was presented with rec-
ommendations to hire a full-time utili-
ty clerk. Council Member Ron Gilbert 
asked if hiring two part-time positions 
would be better to save the city money on 
insurance and benefits. He said this has 
been suggested to him from members of 
the public. 

Wilson replied that it may save money, 
but he believes the result would be more 
turnover in staff. He said it’s just his opin-
ion, but he believes part-time staff will 
get knowledgeable and seek employment 
elsewhere. He said the job is not easy 
with learning the billing, service calls and 
all the paperwork involved.

Council Member Nolley said the po-
sition is paid completely from the water 
and wastewater funds. She said it scares 

her to add permanent positions. She said 
the position is currently part-time and 
was added when the city took over the 
West Boggs Sewer District. She said no 
new customers have been added since 
that time, so she doesn’t see the need to 
make a part-time position full-time. 

With no more said on the clerk posi-
tion, the mayor moved on to ask the coun-
cil to approve a $1 per hour increase in 
pay for Bo Wilson and Jeff Sanders. He 
said he talked to a former employee of the 
department of local government finance 
and they said the salary could be changed 
mid-year, it would just require the council 
to amend the salary ordinance. The coun-
cil approved. 

The mayor said he has not heard back 
from Daviess County Rural Water re-
garding the rates proposed by the city. He 
said he will have to contact them again. 
Council Member Nolley said she thought 
that if Daviess County Rural Water didn’t 
respond, the council was going to go back 
to them with a counteroffer. After discus-
sion, the council decided to meet today, 
Wednesday, August 10 to come up with a 
counteroffer to present.

CITY
(Continued from page one)

ALLIANCE
(Continued from page one)

COUNTY
(Continued from page one)
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Serving Martin County
Since 1937!

Ask us about the 
advantage of pre-arranging!

Shoals • 812-247-3101

Fall Semester Beginning August 15
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-11:30am

Sonbeams Christian 
Preschool

Preschool follows 
Loogootee Schools Calendar

For more information call the church office at 
812-295-3049 or Preschool Director Laura 

Jean Gilbert at 812-709-2482.

at Loogootee United Methodist Church
208 West Main Street, Loogootee

Early registration packets in church office.
LIMITED SPACE available so register early.

LAVEDA CHASTAIN
Laveda Chastain passed away Thurs-

day, August 3, 2022, at Stonebridge 
Health Campus. A resident of Williams, 
she was 97. 

She was born March 20, 1925, in Mar-
tin County; daughter of Lester and Stel-
la (Taylor) Bridges. She married John 
(Chub) Chastain on December 26, 1946, 
and he preceded her in death. 

She had worked at Hook’s Drug Store, 
Sarkes-Tarzian Inc. and retired from 
NWSC Crane as an ordinance worker. 
She was a member of the First Baptist 
Church in Williams. 

Survivors include a daughter, Bren-
da Hedge (Robert) of Williams; a son, 
Doug Chastain (Patty) of Bedford; four 
grandchildren, Randy Inman, Jason 
Hedge, John Paul Chastain, and Jessica 
Chastain; seven great-grandchildren, Al-
ison Rosson, Laken Inman, Jade Inman, 
Chesney Hedge, Trenten Inman, Jalyn 
Chastain, and John Wyatt Chastain; and 
two great-great-grandchildren, Mason 
Axsom and Kinsley Rosson. 

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents and husband. 

Funeral services were conducted Mon-
day, August 8 in the Elmwood Chapel 
of the Day & Carter Mortuary with Bro. 
Tom East officiating. Burial followed in 
the Williams Church of Christ Cemetery. 

Family and friends may express con-
dolences at www.daycarter.com.

MARY ABEL
Mary Louise Abel passed away August 

6, 2022, at her home surrounded by her 
family. A resident of Shoals, she was 92.

She was born August 25, 1929, in 
Shoals; daughter of Richard and Eva 
Frances (Johnson) Dwyer. She was a 
graduate of Shoals High School Class 
of 1947. Mary worked as a Homemaker. 
On June 26, 1949, she married Robert F. 
Abel.

Mary was a member of the St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Loogootee. She loved 
quilting, reading, and spending time with 
her family. Mary loved cooking and her 
husband of 73 years, Robert. Mary’s 
kindness and smile will be dearly missed 
by all who knew her.

Mary is survived by her husband, Rob-
ert; one daughter, Sheryl (Joe) Ogg of 
Loogootee; four sons, Robert D. (Tish) 
Abel of Martinsville, Anthony C. (Bob-
bie) Abel of Dover Hill, David (Julia) 
Dwyer of Destin, Florida; and Daniel 
(Michelle) Dwyer, of Huntsville, Al-
abama; grandchildren, Justin (Nikki) 
Hayden, Aaron (Natalie) Hayden, Jade 
(Steve) Sharpe, Jordan (Natalie) Abel, 
Jennifer (Mike) Morrison, Joshua Brulla, 
Jalisa (Gregory) Fleitz, Jakob (Carmen) 
Dwyer, Gavin Dwyer, and Grant (El-
lie) Dwyer; 20 great-grandchildren; one 
brother, Jack Dwyer, of Plainfield; sister, 

Helen Sterns of Ft. 
Wayne; and several 
nieces and neph-
ews.

She was pre-
ceded in death by 
her parents; one 
grandson, Matthew 
Hayden; and sister, 
Virginia Craney.

Cremation was 
chosen and no services will be held. 
Burial will be at Spring Hill Cemetery at 
a later date.

Online condolences may be sent to the 
family at www.queenlee.com.

PATRICIA DAILY
Patricia D. Daily passed away at 4:21 

p.m. Saturday, August 6, 2022, at The 

Villages of Oak 
Ridge in Washing-
ton. A resident of 
Loogootee, she was 
95.

She was born Oc-
tober 15, 1926, in 
Ft. Myers, Florida; 
daughter of the late 
John and Regina 
(Williams) McEv-

illy. Patricia married William Michael 
Daily Jr. on May 26, 1951, and he pre-
ceded her in death on June 4, 2005.

Patricia was a graduate of the St. Vin-
cent School of Nursing. She was a mem-
ber of the St. John the Evangelist Cath-
olic Church, Daughters of American 
Revolution, Tri Kappa, Hicks N Chicks 
Square Dancing Club, and was the Fort 

Myers Sunshine Baby in 1931. She also 
was a former Girl Scout leader and a re-
cipient of the Bruté Society Award. She 
enjoyed playing bridge, spending time 
her dog, Rex, and eating oatmeal cream 
pies.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band; parents; sisters, Annette McEvilly 
and Abie Barth; and son-in-law, Jack 
Sanders.

Patricia is survived by her children, 
Christine Sanders of Montezuma, Steph-
anie (Tom) McAtee of Loogootee, Lynn 
(Brad) Sterling of Lincolnton, Georgia, 
Mack (Sandy) Daily of Round Lake 
Park, Illinois; Marcia (Greg) Lechner 
of Loveland, Ohio and Donna (Greg) 
Kadlec of Blacksburg, Virginia; grand-
children, Jackie (Zach) Byland, Nicole 
(Dustin) Thurston, TJ (Tracie) McA-
tee, Jeremy (Christina) Sterling, Dylan 
Sterling, Grant (Rebecca) Sterling, Dali 
(Jake) Ivey, Jennifer (Kyle) O’Donnell, 
Laura Daily, Miranda (Josh) Hinson, 
Dalton Daily, Ryan (Brooke) Lechner, 
Garrett Lechner, Brianna Lechner, Kelly 
Kadlec, Robert Kadlec, Stephen Kadlec 
and Leigh Kadlec; 17 great-grandchil-
dren; and constant canine companion for 
12 years, Rex. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be cel-
ebrated at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, August 
13 at St. John the Evangelist Catholic 
Church in Loogootee, officiated by Very 
Rev. J. Kenneth Walker. Burial will fol-
low in St. John Catholic Cemetery.  

Visitation will be held Saturday, Au-
gust 13 from 8:30 a.m. until 9:15 a.m. at 
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions can be made to Meals on Wheels, 
Martin County Humane Society, or the 
Martin County Community Foundation. 

The family would like to express grat-
itude to Very Rev. J. Kenneth Walker, Fr. 
Leo Kiesel and Rachel Doyle for their 
long-term friendship and support. And 
special thanks to Dr. Poirier, Lydia, Mar-
sha, Martha, the staff at The Villages of 
Oak Ridge, and Heart to Heart Hospice 
for the care Pat received.

Condolences may be made online at 
www.blakefuneralhomes.com.

Blake Funeral Home in Loogootee is 
honored to serve the family of Patricia 
D. Daily. 

TOY’S AUTO PARTS, INC.
Loogootee

(812) 295-2312

Sullivan
(812) 268-5252

Jasonville
(812) 665-3969

Shoals
(812) 247-3321

Martinsville
(765) 342-6623

Bicknell
(812) 735-3545

Jasper
(812) 634-2222

Linton
(812) 847-4494
Bloomfield

(812) 384-4453

Washington
(812) 254-2540

MARY ABEL PATRICIA DAILY

special meeting next Tuesday at 8:30 a.m. 
to get a status update from Osborn on the 
ambulance service and discuss salaries to 
submit for the budget. Osborn said he ex-
pects to have seven or eight employees. 

The commissioners also voted to make 
Osborn the ambulance service director as 
opposed to the ambulance liaison.

Community Corrections Director Dan-
ielle Murphy presented the PBIS contract 
for Angelica Wagoner at Shoals School. 
The contract previously was $1,250 per 
month however Murphy said they are go-
ing to start tracking her by day. The new 
contract calls for $60 per day. The con-
tract total is $15,600 per year however 
Murphy said tracking by day will lower 
that amount for days she is not working. 

Candi Mehringer and Ryan Wallace, 
with Matrix Integration, talked to the 
commissioners about their contract with 
the county. The county has been going 
over their allotted hours per month calling 
into the Matrix help desk which is costing 
the county quite a bit. Discussion ensued 
on how to solve the problem and in the 
end, the commissioners decided to add 
two more hours per month to their Mi-
Assurance agreement. They said they can 
see how that goes for a while to see if it 
solves the problem. The cost of each hour 
is $150. 

Matt Stechly, with Core Facilities, 
recommended the commissioners ap-
prove HFI for the replacement of the en-
tire HVAC system in the courthouse for 
$207,200. Commissioner George said 
they are very happy with the bid as they 
had budgeted $350,000 for the project. It 
was noted that AMS was actually the low-
est bid but after Stechly contacted them, 
they stated they rushed their bid, and it 
would be more than what they stated.

Commissioner George noted that Stech-
ly ordered a fixed ladder for the side of the 
jail with a cage around it as was discussed 
during the last meeting.

Mary Lou Billings, in the audience, 
asked about the progress of cleaning up 
Green Cemetery. Commissioner George 
said they are going to get community 
corrections to help and a road built to the 
cemetery. They are working on getting 
a right of way. He asked that Highway 
Superintendent Scott Seals get a sign or-
dered to identify the cemetery.

Martin County Coroner Cathy Evans 
requested to have a small piece of carpet 
to put in her office since the recorder is 
having theirs replaced. Commissioner 
George said they could see if they could 
get a quote from the contractor. The other 
commissioners agreed.

Sheriff Josh Greene was unable to at-
tend the meeting but sent a report stating 
they have three F150 trucks on order and 
will be keeping two trucks with the low-
est mileage, as part of their yearly trade in 
program. 

Auditor Michelle Norris presented the 
salary increase requests from the different 
departments for the 2023 budget. Com-
missioner George said they will be pre-
sented to the council, and they will make 
the decision. Commissioner Cody Roush 
said he thought what the auditor’s office,  
and some others, put in was too low and 
suggested they raise it. The commission-
ers discussed the need for the departments 
to request over two percent so they can 
get the most they can. 

Commissioner Aaron Summers said the 
commissioners gave Shoals $140,000 for 
their sewer system upgrades, from ARPA 
funds and suggested they also help the 
City of Loogootee with their stormwater 
projects. Summers said he is just putting it 
out there for consideration. Commission-
er Roush asked if Loogootee has spent 
any of their APRA money yet as Shoals 
has buying new meters. Summers said 
the project in Loogootee they could use 
help with is $100,000 to $125,000. Roush 
said the logic behind giving the money to 
Shoals is that the courthouse is the biggest 
user of the sewer system. Commissioner 
George said they will try to do something 
if they can. 

The next commissioners meeting will 
be moved to Wednesday, August 23 at 
5:30 p.m. due to the council having their 
budget workshop on Tuesday.

COMMISSIONERS
(Continued from page one)
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ARRESTS

MONDAY, AUGUST 1
1:29 a.m. - Received a call reporting 

a fire alarm in Loogootee. Homeowner 
advised to disregard. 

6:33 a.m. - Received a call reporting a 
possible missing person in Crane. Cap-
tain Reed responded. 

9:45 a.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance south of Loogoo-
tee. Martin County EMS and Loogootee 
Fire Department responded. One patient 
was transported to Jasper Memorial 
Hospital.

9:45 a.m. - Received a report of a tree 
down south of Shoals. Sheriff Greene 
and Shoals Fire Department responded. 

9:53 a.m. - Received a report of a tree 
down south of Loogootee. Chief Deputy 
Keller and Martin County Civil Defense 
responded. 

10:07 a.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance southeast of 
Shoals. Martin County EMS and Lost 
River Fire Department responded. Mar-
tin County EMS transported one patient 
to Jasper Memorial Hospital. 

11:10 a.m. - Received a 911 call re-
porting a reckless driver traveling north 
on US 231 South. Loogootee Dispatch 
was notified. 

11:40 a.m. - Received a report of a 
residential burglar alarm south of Loo-
gootee. The keyholder was notified and 
stated it was a false alarm. 

11:47 a.m. - Received a report of van-
dalism south of Shoals. Sergeant Gibson 
responded. 

11:47 a.m. - Received a report of an 
accident with no injuries in Shoals. 
Chief Deputy Keller responded.

11:55 a.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance in Loogootee. 
Martin County EMS responded. No one 
was transported. 

12:39 p.m. - Received a report of a 
power line down in Shoals. Duke Energy 
was notified.

4:26 p.m. - Received a report of an 
accident with no injuries north of Loo-
gootee. Sergeant Gibson and Big John’s 
Towing responded. 

6:43 p.m. - Received a report of a pos-
sible break in southwest of Shoals. Ser-
geant Gibson, Loogootee Chief Means 
and Reserve Deputy Shaw responded. 

8:33 p.m. - Received a report of a sus-
picious vehicle south of Shoals. Sergeant 
Gibson was notified. 

10:36 p.m. - Received a report of a 
suspicious vehicle south of Shoals. Cap-
tain Reed responded.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 2

4:19 a.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance north of Shoals. 
Martin County EMS and Shoals Fire 
Department responded. Martin County 
EMS transported one patient to Jasper 
Memorial Hospital. 

5:41 a.m. - Received a report of a sus-
picious person southeast of Loogootee. 
Captain Reed responded. 

7:10 a.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance in Loogootee. 
Martin County EMS responded. No one 
was transported. 

9:09 a.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance north of Shoals. 
Martin County EMS and Shoals Fire 
Department responded. Martin County 
EMS transported one patient to Jasper 
Memorial Hospital. 

9:23 a.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance south of Shoals. 
Shoals Fire Department and Dubois 
County EMS responded. Dubois County 
EMS transported one patient to Jasper 
Memorial Hospital.

10:37 a.m. - Received a 911 call re-
porting an accident with no injuries. 

Sheriff Greene and Chief Deputy Keller 
responded.

2:40 p.m. - Received a report of a sus-
picious vehicle southeast of Shoals. Ser-
geant Gibson responded. 

2:53 p.m. - Received a 911 call report-
ing a disabled vehicle east of Shoals. 
Sergeant Gibson responded. 

3:18 p.m. - Received a report of debris 
on US 50, west of Shoals. Sheriff Greene 
and Sergeant Gibson responded. 

5:10 p.m. - Received a request for an 
ambulance in Shoals. Martin County 
EMS responded and transported one pa-
tient to Daviess Community Hospital.

5:46 p.m. - Received a request for 
a vehicle identification number check 
southeast of Shoals. Sergeant Gibson re-
sponded.

7:17 p.m. - Received a report of a reck-
less driver south of Loogootee. Sergeant 
Gibson was notified. 

7:19 p.m. - Received several reports 
of a reckless driver south of Shoals. Ser-
geant Gibson responded. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3

3:09 a.m. - Received a 911 call report-
ing an accident with no injury in Loogoo-
tee. Loogootee Officer Long responded.

6:40 a.m. - Received a report of a car/
deer accident with no injury east of Loo-
gootee. Captain Reed responded.

9:32 a.m. - Received a request for a 
vehicle unlock west of Shoals. Corporal 
Wells responded. 

11:10 a.m. - Received a request for a 
hull identification number check on a 
boat south of Loogootee. Corporal Wells 
responded. 

12:03 p.m. - Received an accidental 
911 call. 

12:51 p.m. - Received a 911 call from 
a Daviess County address. Transferred 
call to Daviess County 911.

12:57 p.m. - Received a call from 
Shoals Community School advising they 
are testing fire alarms at the school.

1:33 p.m. - Received a 911 call request-
ing an ambulance in Loogootee. Martin 
County EMS responded and transported 
one patient to Jasper Memorial Hospital. 

1:57 p.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance north of Loo-
gootee. Martin County EMS, Loogootee 
Fire Department and Corporal Wells re-
sponded. No one was transported

3:42 p.m. - Received a report of reck-
less drivers in Loogootee. Loogootee 
Assistant Chief McBeth and Sergeant 
Gibson responded.

6:03 p.m. - Received a request for 
a vehicle identification number check 
south of Loogootee. Sergeant Gibson re-
sponded. 

9:10 p.m. - Received a report of a reck-
less driver in Loogootee. Loogootee Of-
ficer Seymour responded.

9:55 p.m. - Received a request for 
an ambulance south of Shoals. Martin 
County EMS and Shoals Fire Depart-
ment responded. Martin County EMS 
transported one patient to Jasper Memo-
rial Hospital.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 4

7:36 a.m. - Received an accidental 911 
call

9:55 a.m. - Received a report of ha-
rassment in Loogootee. Corporal Wells 
responded. 

10:00 a.m. - Deputy Pressley trans-
ported one inmate to remote court.

11:00 a.m. - Received a report of a sus-
picious person north of Loogootee. Loo-
gootee Captain Rayhill, Corporal Wells 
and Indiana Conservation Officer Tony 
Mann responded.

12:19 p.m. - Received a 911 call re-
porting an accident south of Loogoo-
tee. Martin County EMS, Haysville Fire 

Department, Loogootee Assistant Chief 
McBeth, Chief Deputy Keller, Corpo-
ral Wells and Big John’s Towing all re-
sponded. No patient was transported.

1:00 p.m. - Deputy Pressley transport-
ed two inmates to remote court.

1:50 p.m. - Deputy Pressley transport-
ed two inmates to court. 

2:23 p.m. - Deputy Pressley transport-
ed two inmates to court.

3:25 p.m. - Received a report of a sus-
picious person south of Loogootee. Cor-
poral Wells responded. 

4:55 p.m. - Received a request for a 
vehicle identification number check in 
Loogootee. Deputy Flanagan and Depu-
ty Branham responded.

5:45 p.m. - Received a report of a tree 
down in Crane. Deputy Flanagan, Dep-
uty Branham, Martin County Civil De-
fense and Greene County Fire Depart-
ment all responded. 

8:04 p.m. - Received a report of a semi 
in a ditch east of Shoals. ISP, Deputy Fla-
nagan, and Deputy Branham responded.

8:41 p.m. - Received an accidental 911 
call. 

9:43 p.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance in Shoals. Martin 
County EMS and Shoals Fire Depart-
ment responded. Martin County EMS 
transported one patient to Jasper Memo-
rial Hospital. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 5

1:54 a.m. - Received a report of a pos-
sible break-in, in Loogootee. Loogootee 
Officer Seymour and Deputy Long re-
sponded.

5:27 a.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance south of Loogoo-
tee. Martin County EMS responded and 
transported one patient to Jasper Memo-
rial Hospital.

8:14 a.m. - Received a request for a 
welfare check south of Loogootee. Cor-
poral Wells responded. 

8:30 a.m. - Received a report of a tree 
down east of Shoals. Corporal Wells re-
sponded. INDOT was notified. 

2:37 p.m. - Received a 911 call request-
ing an ambulance in Loogootee. Martin 
County EMS responded and transported 
one patient to Jasper Memorial Hospital.

3:14 p.m. - Received a report of an ag-
gressive driver in Crane. Corporal Wells 
and Deputy Flanagan responded. 

3:27 p.m. - Received a report of an an-
imal in the roadway in Shoals. Corporal 
Wells and Deputy Branham responded. 

3:53 p.m. - Received a report of a 
trespasser in Shoals. Corporal Wells re-
sponded.

4:27 p.m. - Received an accidental 911 
call.

4:34 p.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance. Advised caller 
it was in Spencer County and gave re-
quested information.

6:54 p.m. - Received a report of a dis-
pute north of Shoals. Corporal Wells, 
Deputy Branham, Deputy Long, Indiana 
Conservation Officer Fuhrman and Loo-
gootee Officer Erwin responded. 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 6

12:30 a.m. - Received a report of a 
possible gas leak north of Loogootee. 
Loogootee Chief Means, Loogootee Of-
ficer Erwin, Deputy Long and Loogoo-
tee Fire Department responded. 

12:42 a.m. - Received a 911 call re-
porting suspicious activity in Loogootee. 
Loogootee Officer Erwin and Deputy 
Long responded. 

1:17 a.m. - Received a request for an 
officer in Shoals. Deputy Long and Loo-
gootee Officer Erwin responded. 

2:29 a.m. - Received a 911 call report-
ing a tree down north of Shoals. Deputy 
Long and Shoals Fire Department re-

sponded. 
3:33 a.m. - Received a report of a tree 

down south of Shoals. Shoals Fire De-
partment and Deputy Long responded.

5:03 a.m. - Received a call reporting an 
accident with no injuries east of Shoals. 
Deputy Long and Big John’s Towing re-
sponded. 

10:35 a.m. - Received a call advising 
of a group of bikers that are on a benefit 
ride coming into Shoals from State Road 
450. Deputy Flanagan responded.

1:10 p.m. - Received a report of a pos-
sible stolen vehicle in Loogootee. Loo-
gootee Captain Rayhill and Deputy Fla-
nagan responded. 

1:30 p.m. - Received multiple acciden-
tal 911 calls.

2:05 p.m. - Received a report of a ver-
bal dispute. Deputy Flanagan responded. 

3:25 p.m. - Received a report of a reck-
less driver north of Shoals. Deputy Fla-
nagan responded. 

9:01 p.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance in Loogootee. 
Martin County EMS responded. 

10:30 p.m. - Received a call reporting 
a noise complaint north of Shoals. Dep-
uty Long and Deputy Branham were no-
tified.  
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7

1:18 a.m. - Received an animal com-
plaint south of Loogootee. Animal Con-
trol Deputy Hughett was notified. 

4:37 a.m. - Received a report of a mi-
nor not returning home in Loogootee. 
Loogootee Chief Means responded. 

7:05 a.m. - Received a call requesting 
assistance in Loogootee. Captain Reed, 
Deputy Flanagan and Martin County 
EMS responded. Martin County EMS 
transported one patient to Jasper Memo-
rial Hospital. 

11:47 a.m. - Received a 911 call report-
ing a reckless driver south of Loogootee. 
Loogootee Captain Rayhill responded. 

1:00 p.m. - Received a report of mo-
torcycles driving recklessly. Sergeant 
Gibson and Loogootee Captain Rayhill 
responded. 

2:06 p.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing an ambulance east of Shoals. 
Martin County EMS and Shoals Fire 
Department responded. Martin County 
EMS transported one patient to Jasper 
Memorial Hospital. 

4:54 p.m. - Received a report of possi-
ble drug activity in Loogootee. Loogoo-
tee Chief Means, Captain Reed, Sergeant 
Gibson and Deputy Branham responded. 

9:11 p.m. - Received a request for an 
officer in Loogootee. Loogootee Chief 
Means responded. 

9:58 p.m. - Received an accidental 911 
call.  

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2
8:32 p.m.- Matthew Quinn, 32, of 

Shoals, was arrested by Sergeant Gibson 
on an Orange County warrant. He is be-
ing held without bond.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3

2:17 p.m. - Tiffany Rothrock, 29, of 
Loogootee, was arrested by ISP Trooper 
Lents on a Martin Co warrant and is be-
ing held without bond.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 4

8:31 p.m. - Jessica Allen, 39, of Crane, 
was arrested by Deputy Flanagan on 
Martin County warrants. She is being 
held without bond.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7

5:50 p.m. - Larry Holt Jr., 46, of Loo-
gootee, was arrested by Loogootee Chief 
Means on a Martin County Warrant. He 
is being held without bond.
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Martin County real estate transfers

CRIMINAL CHARGES DISMISSED
July 28

Travis A. Arvin, driving while suspend-
ed, a Class A Misdemeanor, dismissed.

CIVIL COURT
New Suits Filed

July 27
Bailey Barnett vs. Ronnie Barnett, pe-

tition for dissolution of marriage.
July 29

Matthew Stevens vs. Sheryl Stevens, 
petition for dissolution of marriage.

Samantha Nelson vs. Brian Nelson, pe-
tition for dissolution of marriage.

CIVIL COURT JUDGMENTS
July 29

Judgment in favor of the plaintiff Ve-
locity Investments, LLC and against the 
defendant Phyllis Mullins in the amount 
of $6,536.15.

CIVIL COURT DISMISSED
July 28

Tommy Ray Jones vs. Gerald Hopkins 
and Delilah Hopkins, civil plenary, dis-
missed.

August 2

PCA Acquisitions V, LLC vs. Bonnie 
Reedy, civil collection, dismissed.

SMALL CLAIMS COURT
New Suits Filed

July 27
Rosemary Harder vs. Andrew Jones, 

eviction.
Isha Wright-Ryan vs. Joshua D. Fox, 

complaint.
July 29

Kevin Boyd vs. Tabby Conrad, evic-
tion.

Kevin Boyd vs. Ericka Davis, eviction.
Hembree’s Auto Repair vs. James Er-

vin Graber, complaint.
SMALL CLAIMS JUDGMENTS

July 28
Judgment in favor of the plaintiff Isha 

Wright-Ryan and against the defen-
dant Cheyenne Andis in the amount of 
$883.19.

MARRIAGE LICENSES
July 25

Bryan Douglas Lukemeyer of Loogoo-
tee and Amber N. Tompkins of Loogoo-
tee.

MONDAY, AUGUST 1
9:47 a.m. - First responders were dis-

patched to a medical call on South Ridge 
Road.

11:13 a.m. - Captain Rayhill respond-
ed to a report of an erratic driver nearing 
Loogootee on US 231 South.

12:40 p.m. - Captain Rayhill spoke 
with a complainant regarding a scam.

12:50 p.m. - Captain Rayhill spoke 
with a complainant regarding problems 
with a tenant. 

3:15 p.m. - Captain Rayhill responded 
to a report of an abandoned vehicle.

6:47 p.m. - Chief Means assisted the 
Martin County Sheriff’s Department 
with a report of a possible break in.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 2

7:26 p.m. - Officer Long responded to 
a report of erratic driving in the area of 
Poplar and Cedar streets.

7:45 p.m. - Officer Long responded 
to assist the Martin County Sheriff’s 
Department with a report of a possible 
sighting of an individual that has an out-
standing warrant.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3

3:09 a.m. - Officer Long responded 
to a property damage accident on East 
Broadway Street.

12:15 p.m. - Assistant Chief McBeth 
responded to a report of an abandoned 
vehicle.

1:51 p.m. - Assistant Chef McBeth as-
sisted Martin County EMS with a med-
ical call.

2:02 p.m. - First responders were dis-
patched to a medical call on US 231 
North.

2:10 p.m. - Assistant Chief McBeth 
assisted the Indiana State Police with an 
arrest.

2:50 p.m. - Assistant Chief McBeth 
assisted the Martin County Sheriff’s De-
partment with attempting to locate an er-
ratic driver on US 231 South.

6:36 p.m. - Officer Seymour respond-
ed to a report of a vehicle driving at an 
extremely high speed on Park Street.

8:12 p.m. - Officer Seymour took a re-
port of a theft.

9:08 p.m. - Officer Seymour respond-
ed to a report of erratic driving near the 
public library.

11:14 p.m. - Officer Seymour respond-
ed to a noise complaint.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 4

8:15 a.m. - Assistant Chief McBeth 
responded to a report of vandalism to 
property in Redwing Trailer Court.

11:39 a.m. - Assistant Chief McBeth 
responded to a report of a vehicle speed-
ing and throwing gravel in Redwing 
Trailer Court.

12:24 p.m. - Assistant Chief McBeth 
responded to a property damage accident 
on US 231 South.

2:45 p.m. - Captain Rayhill responded 
to a report of possible mail tampering.

9:01 p.m. - Officer Seymour respond-
ed to a report of erratic driving in Sunset 
Trailer Court.
FRIDAY, AUGUST 5

1:54 a.m. - Officer Seymour assisted 
the Martin County Sheriff’s Department 
with a report of a possible breaking and 
entering.

11:38 a.m. - Captain Rayhill assisted 
with a funeral procession.

7:02 p.m. - Officer Erwin and Chief 
Means assisted the Martin County Sher-
iff’s Department with a report of possible 
shots fired.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 6

12:30 a.m. - Loogootee Fire Depart-
ment was dispatched to a possible gas 
leak on US 231 North.

1:17 a.m. - Officer Erwin assisted the 
Martin County Sheriff’s Department 
with a dispute at the Shoals American 
Legion.

11:43 a.m. - Captain Rayhill respond-
ed to a property damage accident on JFK 
Avenue.

1:12 p.m. - Captain Rayhill responded 
to a report of a possible stolen motorcy-
cle left at a local business.

5:28 p.m. - A complainant reported a 
gift card scam.

8:36 a.m. - Chief Means responded to 
a report of a suspicious person walking 
on the railroad tracks near Kentucky Av-
enue.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7

4:37 a.m. - Chief Means spoke with a 
complainant regarding problems with an 
underage child.

10:44 a.m. Captain Rayhill responded 
to a report of speeding and erratic driv-
ing on Park Street.

1:10 p.m. - Captain Rayhill assisted 
the Martin County Sheriff’s Department 
with a report of reckless driving on US 
50 East and a resulting traffic stop on 
East Broadway Street.

4:50 p.m. - Chief Means responded to 
a report of possible illegal drug activity.

9:09 p.m. - Chief Means responded to 
a report of a window shot out with a BB 
gun in Redwing Trailer Court.

Robert F. Jones & Sons, LLC, of 
Martin County, Indiana to DCNK Prop-
erties, LLC, of Martin County, Indiana, 
a section of Lot Number 106 and also Lot 
Number 107 in the Town, now City of 
Loogootee, Indiana and a part of Section 
24, Township 3 North, Range 5 West, lo-
cated in the City of Loogootee, Indiana, 
containing 0.306 acres, more or less.

WSW Properties, LLC, of Martin 
County, Indiana to Charles Hanson, 
of Orange County, Indiana, Lots Num-
ber 28 and 29 in Clark’s Addition to the 
Town, now City of Loogootee, Indiana. 

Charles Hanson, of Orange County, 
Indiana to Yvonne Miller and Janesa 
Swartzentruber, of Daviess County, In-
diana, Lots Number 28 and 29 in Clark’s 
Addition to the Town, now City of Loo-
gootee, Indiana.

Robert Aaron Wheeler and Lauren 
C. Wheeler, of Martin County, Indiana 
to Robert Witt and Heather Witt and 
Donald Witt and Phyllis Witt, of Mar-
tin County, Indiana. Tract I: Lots 47, 48, 
57 and 58 in the Town of Dover Hill, 
Martin County, Indiana. Tract II: Lots 
45 and 60 in the Town of Dover Hill, 
formerly Hillsboro, Martin County, In-
diana. Tract III: Lots Numbered 46 and 
59 in the original plat of Hillsboro, now 
Dover Hill.

Mark D. Hewitt and Cynthia L. 
Hewitt to Mark D. Hewitt Revocable 
Trust and Cynthia L. Hewitt Revoca-
ble Trust, the southwest quarter of the 
southwest quarter of Section 1, Town-
ship 1 North, Range 4 West, of the Sec-
ond Principal Meridian, containing 40 
acres, more or less. The south half of 
the south fractional one-half of the east 
fractional Section 2, Township 1 North, 
Range 4 West, of the Second Principal 
Meridian, containing 52 acres, more or 
less. The west part of the southeast quar-
ter of the southwest quarter of Section 1, 
Township 1 North, Range 4 West, of the 
Second Principal Meridian, containing 
16 2/3 acres, more or less. Containing in 
all 108 2/3 acres, more or less.

It’s that time of year again when par-
ents get excited, and students are looking 
forward to going back to school. The Jas-
per State Police Post would like to pass 
along some safety tips to help make sure 
that this school year is safe for everyone! 

Driving Safety Tips 
-ALWAYS watch for stopped school 

buses in the morning hours and afternoon 
hours.

-Watch for children walking to and 
from school and waiting at bus stops.    

-ALWAYS keep your eyes on the road 
and be patient driving behind school bus-
es. 

School Zone Driving Safety Tips
-Be on the lookout for school zone sig-

nals and ALWAYS obey the speed limits.
-When entering a school zone, be sure 

to slow down and obey all traffic laws.
-ALWAYS stop for school buses that 

are loading or unloading children.
-Watch out for school crossing guards 

and obey their signals.
-Be aware of and watch out for chil-

dren near schools, bus stops, sidewalks, 
in the streets, and in school parking lots.

-NEVER pass other vehicles while 
driving in a school zone.

-NEVER text while driving in a school 
zone.

-Avoid using a cell phone, unless it is 
completely hands-free, while driving in a 
school zone.   

Walking to School Safety Tips
-Leave home early enough to arrive 

at least 10 minutes prior to the start of 
school.

-Use the same route every day and nev-
er use shortcuts.

-Go straight home after school. Do not 
go anywhere else without permission.

-Always use public sidewalks and 
streets when walking to school. 

-Try and walk to school with other stu-
dents. There is strength in numbers.

-Teach your children to recognize and 
obey traffic signals and signs.

-Only cross streets at designated cross-
walks.

-Always look both ways before cross-
ing the street.

-Always walk and never run across in-
tersections.

-Don’t talk to strangers. Teach your 
children to create distance between them-
selves and anyone who tries to approach 
or make contact with them.

-If a stranger does approach your child, 
make sure they know to immediately re-
port the incident to you or a teacher.

-Teach your children to never get into 
a vehicle with anyone, even if they know 
them, without your permission.

School Bus Safety Tips
-Make it a habit of arriving at the bus 

stop at least five minutes before the 
scheduled arrival of the bus.

-Make sure your child stays out of the 
street and avoids excessive horseplay 
while waiting for the school bus.

-Be sure the bus comes to a complete 
stop before getting on or off.

-When riding the bus, make sure your 
child understands they must remain seat-
ed and keep their head and arms inside 
the bus at all times.

-Do not shout or distract the driver.
-Always listen to the instructions of the 

bus driver.  
Student Driver Safety Tips
-NO cell phones while driving.
-NO extra passengers.
-NO speeding.
-NO driving or riding without a seat-

belt.  
These are just a few safety tips for this 

upcoming school year. The Indiana State 
Police will have extra patrols during 
the school hours and will have a ZERO 
TOLERANCE for those who disregard a 
bus stop arm or speeding in school zones.  

ISP gives back-to-school safety tips 

CONVENIENT DOWNTOWN LOCATION: Features living room, kitchen, dining 
room, den, 2 BR, 2 bonus rooms, 1 1/2 baths, many updates, beautiful wood-
work throughout, partial basement, front porch, detached 2-car garage w/lots 
of storage & elecricity & paved driveway. $159,900. Call Ed. MLS#202230063 

Loogootee ~ 812-295-2211
Noel Harty, 812-295-6506 
Ed Schnarr, 812-295-6188
Billy Walker, 812-296-1807
www.century21classicrealty.com
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ANIMAL SHELTER  
Pet of the Week

KITTENS! The shelter has 30 kit-
tens available for adoption - all col-
ors and personalities. Kittens receive 
their first shots, are treated for fleas/
ticks, ear mites and worms and are lit-
ter box trained. An approved adoption 
application is required to set up an ap-
pointment. Kittens are only approved 
for inside homes. For more info or to 
apply to adopt, visit www.humanesoci-
etyofmartincounty.org. 

Advertise in the 
Martin County Journal

Email courtney@
martincountyjournal.com 

Jones Reunion
The 49th Annual Jones Family Reunion 

for descendants of James and Rachel (Gal-
lagher) Jones will be held Saturday, August 
13 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Eastern time) 
at the Martin County Community Build-
ing, 2668 US Highway 50, Loogootee, IN 
47553 (located on the Martin County 4-H 
Fairgrounds, two miles east of Loogootee 
on Highway 50). The building will open at 
11 a.m. with lunch at noon (Eastern Day-
light time). Please bring a covered dish. 
Plates, tableware, napkins, tea, lemonade, 
coffee, and hand sanitizer will be fur-
nished. Participants may bring family heir-
looms, genealogy records, pictures, etc. for 
display as well as an item to be included in 
the silent auction.

LUMC Food Pantry
The Loogootee United Methodist 

Church Food Pantry is open every Thurs-
day (except the fourth Thursday) from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m.

Mental Health Task Force
The Martin County Mental Health Task 

Force meets via Zoom. If interested in be-
ing a part of the tax force, email echrist-
mas@youthfirst.org or toddamy@iu.edu.

Celebrate Recovery meetings
Celebrate Recovery meetings will be 

held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. at The River 
Church in Shoals. This is a Christ-centered 
recovery program and anyone is welcome 
to attend.

St. Vincent Food Pantry
The St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry, 

on Park Street in Loogootee, is open the 
fourth Thursday of the month except No-
vember and December when they are open 
the third Thursday. The hours are 9 a.m.-
noon and 1-3:30 p.m.

Local recovery meetings
Wednesdays-Alcoholic Anonymous, 

Martin County Community Corrections 
Building at 8 p.m.; Thursdays-Narcotics 
Anonymous, Redemption Church Loo-
gootee at 8 p.m.; Fridays-Alcoholic Anon-
ymous, Loogootee Municipal Building 
Loogootee at 8 p.m.

Free lunch for kids
New Beginnings Community Church 

will be offering a free lunch to all school 
age children every Saturday. Lunches can 
be picked up at the fellowship hall of the 
church, located at 105 Wood St, Loogootee 
no later than 10:30 a.m.  Deliveries will be-
gin between 10:30 and 11 a.m. Saturdays.

SOAR Tutoring
Need Skills? SOAR tutors can help! Free 

and confidential. Call or text Karen at 812-
709-1618 to learn more. Located in the 
Martin County Community Learning Cen-
ter Improve Your Skills, Improve Your Life!

Solid waste board
The Martin County Solid Waste Board 

holds their monthly meetings on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month at noon at 
the recycling center located at 500 Indus-
trial Park Drive in Loogootee. The meet-
ings are open to the public and anyone is 
invited to attend.

Soil and Water meetings
The Martin County SWCD meets the 

third Monday of the month at the SWCD 
office located at Martin County Learning 
Center. Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
weekdays except Thursdays when it is 
closed. Visit www.martinswcd.com or call 
at 295-3149.

Spacious home on 2.36 acres, 
in Shoals! The main floor has 3 
bedrooms & 2 full baths! The full 
walk-out basement has the poten-
tial for 2 additional bedrooms/1 
full bath with plenty living space! 
3,804 square feet. $279,000

1704 E Natl Hwy Washington, IN 47501

MLS #202231472

Spacious home in Shoals

CALL ALLIE!
812-709-0418

realestateallie@outlook.com

BY DARLA WAGLER
 Librarian, Loogootee Public Library

DAILY PHILOSOPHIES:
1. If at first you don’t succeed, destroy 

all evidence that you tried.
2. A conclusion is the place where you 

got tired of thinking.
3. Experience is something you don’t 

get until just after you need it.
4. For every action, there is an equal 

and opposite criticism.
5. He who hesitates is probably right.
6. Never do card tricks for the group 

you play poker with.
7. No one is listening until you make 

a mistake.
8. Success always occurs in private, 

and failure in full view.
9. The colder the x-ray table, the more 

of your body is required on it.
10. The hardness of the butter is in-

versely proportional to the softness of 
the bread.

11. The severity of the itch is inversely 
proportional to the reach.

12. To steal ideas from one person is 
plagiarism; to steal from many is re-
search.

13. Two wrongs are only the begin-
ning.

14. You never really learn to swear un-
til you learn to drive.

15. The problem with the gene pool is 
that there is no lifeguard.

16. Monday is an awful way to spend 
1/7th of your life.

17. The sooner you fall behind, the 
more time you’ll have to catch up.

18. The light at the end of the tunnel 
is the headlight of an approaching train.

--------------------------------------------
TRUE STORY: Assailant suffers inju-

ries from fall

Orville Smith, a store manager for Best 
Buy in Augusta, Georgia, told police he 
observed a male customer on surveil-
lance cameras putting a laptop computer 
under his jacket. When confronted, the 
man became irate, knocked down an em-
ployee, drew a knife and ran for the door.

Outside on the sidewalk were four Ma-
rines collecting toys for the Toys for Tots 
program. Smith said the Marines stopped 
the man, but he stabbed one of the Ma-
rines in the back; the injury did not ap-
pear to be severe.

After police and an ambulance arrived 
at the scene, the Marine was transported 
for treatment.

“The subject was also transported to 
the local hospital with two broken arms, a 
broken ankle, a broken leg, several miss-
ing teeth, multiple contusions, assorted 
lacerations, a broken nose and a broken 
jaw . . . injuries he sustained when he 
slipped and fell off the curb after stab-
bing the Marine”, according to the report.

Don’t mess with the Marines!
--------------------------------------------
PONDERISMS:
1. Laughing is the best medicine, un-

less you are laughing for no reason . . . 
then you need medicine.

2. The relationship between husband 
and wife is very psychological. One is 
Psycho and the other is Logical. Now 
please don’t try to figure out Who is Who.

3. Sometimes, when one door closes, 
you need to nail a board over it.

4. What if dogs destroy shoes because 
we always put them on before leaving?

5. How to clean a mini-blind: Step 1 
– throw it away and just buy a new one.

6. Pro Tip: Keep cake moist by eating it 
all in one sitting.

7. Know why cows have hooves in-
stead of feet? Because they lactose.

8. There are only 3 things that tell the 
truth: small children, drunks, and leg-
gings.

9. Husbands are the best people to 
share secrets with. They’ll never tell any-
one, because they aren’t even listening.

10. Men say that women should come 
with instructions . . . What’s the point of 
that? Have you ever seen a man actually 
read the instructions?

11. Some days I’m all about vegeta-
bles, green juice, and squats. Other days 
I want to swim in ice cream, inhale a doz-
en pizzas, and be a sloth.

12. If you can’t fly with the big girls, 
stay off the broom.

--------------------------------------------
Make someone smile today!

Kids story time for the month of Au-
gust will be Thursday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Libby Taylor will be the reading to the 
kids and have a craft following the story.

New Books:
Mystery: “Black Dog” by Stuart 

Woods”
Fiction: “The Girls in the Stilt House” 

by Kelly Mustian.
DVDs: “Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets 

of Dumbledore” and “Father Stu”.
Library hours: Monday 10-7, Tuesday 

10-5, Closed on Wednesday, Thursday 
10-7, Friday 10-5, and Saturday 9-1. The 
library phone number is 812-295-3713 
and check out the website www.loogoo-
tee.lib.in.us or like us on Facebook. The 
library has free Wi-Fi service available 
for patrons. 



In the Garden 
By Ralph Purkhiser, 

Purdue University Master Gardener
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Richer Farms ~ Loogootee, Indiana 
“Thank you to Hometown IGA and Old National Bank for purchasing 
my Grand Champion Market Steer at the Martin County 4-H Fair. My 
steer, Martin, was bred, born and raised at Richer Farms.”

-Sincerely, Jackson “Jack” Richer

“I want to thank Jones Oil Company and Marathon for the purchase of 
my crossbred gilt which is raised and took care of at Richer Farms. We 
also want to thank Graber Post Buildings for their support of our 4-H 
careers.”                                            -Sincerely, Harrison “Harry” Richer

Fall is an excellent time to put in a 
new garden, but now is the time to get 
the plans done. The better a garden is 
planned, the better the chances for suc-
cess. A little time now may save you a 
lot of time in the future.

Of course, the first decision is the site 
for the garden. You can garden almost 
anywhere, but the chosen site will dic-
tate the plants that you will choose for 
your garden. The most obvious fac-
tor when choosing a garden spot is the 
amount of sunlight the site will receive. 
You may do this by making observations 
at various times through the day or you 
may use a light meter that will track the 
amount of sunlight received. There are 
plants for nearly every possible light ex-
posure, but make sure you will be hap-
py with the choices. It is not possible to 
grow fancy roses in full shade! Make 
your choices now to avoid disappoint-
ment later.

Size and shape will be the next consid-
erations. Of course, the available space 
will be a limiting factor here. I like to 
keep individual beds to a size that allows 
me to maintain the bed without hav-
ing to actually step into them. With my 
reach, that limits the width of a bed to 
around four feet, if it will be accessible 
from both sides. If a larger bed is being 
planned, take time now to devise a plan 
for pathways within the bed to allow for 
future maintenance. In a large bed, you 
may even want to consider a seating area 
and begin looking around for the type 
of seats that will be compatible with the 
type of planting being planned. In gen-
eral, beds with straight lines and sharp 
angles are more formal, while curved, ir-
regular beds are more relaxed. You will 
want to make the bed match the house 
and other aspects of the existing land-
scape. Use boards, pipe or other items 
to outline an angular bed. A garden hose 

or a long extension cord may be used to 
outline a bed with curves.

The next step is to prepare the bed. If 
there is grass or other vegetation grow-
ing now, that will need to be removed. I 
do not like to use herbicides, but I leave 
that choice to you. You may pull and dig 
to get rid of the existing vegetation. If it 
is in an open area, you may solarize the 
area, which will also help kill weed seeds 
that may be in the area. This is done by 
wetting the area and then covering it, 
usually using a sheet of heavy plastic. 
The moisture will encourage seed germi-
nation, but the resulting plants will not 
be able to get much additional moisture 
to grow and the intense heat that builds 
up under the plastic will kill most of the 
remaining seeds and plants. Leave the 
plastic in place for at least three weeks 
for the best results.

A soil test will let you know what nu-
trients the soil may need to support the 
plants you wish to grow. Take soil from 
a few spots within the bed and mix it in a 
container. Your local Cooperative Exten-
sion Service will likely be able to give 
you information on a testing lab in your 
area. You may buy a kit to do some test-
ing yourself, but such home tests do not 
give a complete reckoning of the existing 
soil. Once you know what you have, you 
may begin amending the soil to create 
a good growing medium. I always rec-
ommend using compost to build up the 
soil, but you may purchase topsoil and 
other materials to create a growing area. 
Do not add much soil over the roots of 
existing trees. You may damage the trees 
and lead to their death.

A garden is a sensory experience, and 
a well-planned garden will engage all 
of the senses. Next week, we will take 
a look at planning garden beds that will 
create different feelings and will reflect 
your personality.  

The Purdue University/CME Group 
Ag Economy Barometer farmer sen-
timent index rose 6 points in July to a 
reading of 103. Producers were some-
what more optimistic about both cur-
rent and future economic conditions on 
their farms when compared to June. The 
Index of Current Conditions rose 10 
points to a reading of 109, and the Index 
of Future Expectations rose 4 points to 
a reading of 100. Although all three in-
dices rose this month, they were still 23 
percent to 24 percent lower than a year 
earlier. The Ag Economy Barometer is 
calculated each month from 400 U.S. 
agricultural producers’ responses to a 
telephone survey. This month’s survey 
was conducted July 11-15.

“Even though we saw a slight uptick 
in sentiment this month, there is still a 
tremendous amount of uncertainty in 
the agricultural economy,” said James 
Mintert, the barometer’s principal inves-
tigator and director of Purdue Univer-
sity’s Center for Commercial Agricul-
ture. “Key commodity prices, including 
wheat, corn and soybeans, all weakened 
during the month and producers remain 
concerned over rising input prices and 
input availability.”

Farm operators in this month’s survey 
voiced concerns about several key issues 
affecting their operation, including high-
er input prices (42 percent of respon-
dents), lower crop prices (19 percent of 
respondents), rising interest rates (17 
percent of respondents) and availability 
of inputs (15 percent of respondents).

The Farm Financial Performance In-
dex, which is primarily reflective of in-
come expectations for the current year, 
improved 5 points to a reading of 88 in 
June. However, this month, 49 percent 
of respondents said they expect their 
farm to be worse off financially a year 
from now, which compares to 51 per-
cent who felt that way in June. This is a 
markedly more pessimistic outlook than 
producers provided a year ago when just 
30 percent of respondents said they ex-
pect their financial condition to worsen 
in the upcoming year.

Producers remain uncertain over their 
expectations for crop input prices over 
the next 12 months. In July, 18 percent of 
crop producers said they expect 2023’s 
crop input prices to decline between 1 
percent and 10 percent when compared 
to 2022’s prices, versus 12 percent who 
felt that way in June. Meanwhile, 26 
percent of respondents in July said they 
expect 2023’s prices to rise by 10 per-

cent or more, compared to 38 percent 
who expected a crop input price rise of 
that magnitude in June.

The rise in input costs is leading some 
producers to reassess their cropping 
plans for the upcoming year. In this 
month’s survey, nearly one out of four 
(24 percent) of crop producers said that 
as a result of the rise in input costs, they 
plan to change their farm’s crop mix in 
2023. In a follow-up question, over half 
(53 percent) of respondents who said 
they plan to change their mix will in-
crease the percentage of their cropland 
devoted to soybeans. In a separate set 
of questions, 26 percent of producers 
who said they planted winter wheat last 
year indicated they plan to increase their 
wheat acreage this fall.

The Farm Capital Investment Index 
remains near its record low, up one point 
to a reading of 36 in July. To shed light 
on why, respondents who said now is 
a bad time for large investments were 
asked for the primary reason they felt 
that way. Of those respondents, 44 per-
cent indicated an “increase in prices for 
farm machinery and new construction”, 
15 percent said, “uncertainty about farm 
profitability,” and 14 percent chose “ris-
ing interest rates” as the primary reason 
they viewed now as a bad time for large 
investments. Somewhat surprisingly, 
only 7 percent of respondents chose 
“tight farm machinery inventories at 
dealers” as their primary reason for re-
sponding negatively to the investment 
question.

Producers’ views on farmland values 
diverged this month as the Short-Term 
Farmland Value Index declined 9 points 
to 127, while the long-term index rose 
9 points to 150. The short-term index 
is down 20% from its peak reading in 
2021, while the long-term index is only 
6% lower than the peak reached last 
year. Short-term, there was a shift away 
from expectations that farmland values 
will go higher, with more producers in 
July expecting values to remain about 
the same. The long-term change was 
attributable to more respondents this 
month expecting values to rise with few-
er expecting a decline over the next five 
years.

“The short-run and long-term farm-
land indices don’t always move in tan-
dem, but the magnitude of this month’s 
divergence between the short and long-
term indices is unusual,” Mintert said. 
“Producers who expect values to rise 
over the upcoming five years continue 
to say that nonfarm investor demand and 
inflation are the two primary reasons 
they expect values to rise.”

Read the full Ag Economy Barometer 
report at https://purdue.ag/agbarometer. 
The site also offers additional resources 
– such as past reports, charts and survey 
methodology – and a form to sign up for 
monthly barometer email updates and 
webinars.

Each month, the Purdue Center for 
Commercial Agriculture provides a 
short video analysis of the barometer re-
sults, available at https://purdue.ag/ba-
rometervideo. For even more informa-
tion, check out the Purdue Commercial 
AgCast podcast. It includes a detailed 
breakdown of each month’s barometer, 
in addition to a discussion of recent agri-
cultural news that affects farmers. Avail-
able now at https://purdue.ag/agcast.

The Ag Economy Barometer, Index 
of Current Conditions and Index of 
Future Expectations are available on 
the Bloomberg Terminal under the fol-
lowing ticker symbols: AGECBARO, 
AGECCURC and AGECFTEX.

Slight increase in producer sentiment 
despite rising costs and lower crop prices
BY KAMI GOODWIN
 Purdue University News Service

A variety of livestock, forage, and 
grazing topics will be presented at the 
2022 Greener Pastures Field Day, pre-
sented by Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts and Purdue Extension offices of 
Dubois, Perry and Spencer Counties.  

The program will be held August 23 
at 5 p.m. CDT/6 p.m. EDT, at the Steck-
ler Grassfed Farm in northern Spencer 
County. The farm is located at 21477 N. 
County Road 600 E., Dale, IN.   

Topics and speakers include “Forage 
Improvement and Species Selection” by 
Dr. Keith Johnson, Purdue Agronomy, 
“Livestock Watering Systems” by Robert 
Zupancic, USDA NRCS, and “Intensive 
Grazing with Multiple Animal Species” 
by Jason Tower, Purdue SIPAC. The 
mealtime topics will focus on “Soil Life 
and Grazing Effects” by Victor Shel-
ton, farmer/retired USDA NRCS, and 
“Farm Overview and Practices” by Zach 
Tischendorf, Steckler Grassfed Farms, 
with meal by Oink, Inc. 

Cost of the program is $5 per person 
for meal and materials, with registration 
required by August 16. To register, please 
contact your county Soil & Water Con-
servation District (SWCD) office: Du-
bois – (812) 482-1171, Spencer – (812) 
649-9136 ext. 3, and Perry – (812) 547-
4686.  

This program is partially funded 
through a Clean Water Indiana grant with 
the Warrick County SWCD, as well as 
local supporting agribusinesses.

Greener Pastures Field Day to be held  
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Total nonfarm payroll employment 
rose by 528,000 in July, and the unem-
ployment rate edged down to 3.5 per-
cent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics reported last week. Job growth was 
widespread, led by gains in leisure and 
hospitality, professional and business 
services, and health care. Both total non-
farm employment and the unemployment 
rate have returned to their February 2020 
pre-pandemic levels.

This news release presents statistics 
from two monthly surveys. The house-
hold survey measures labor force sta-
tus, including unemployment, by demo-
graphic characteristics.

The establishment survey measures 
nonfarm employment, hours, and earn-
ings by industry.

Household Survey Data
In July, the unemployment rate edged 

down to 3.5 percent, and the number of 
unemployed persons edged down to 5.7 
million. These measures have returned to 
their levels in February 2020, prior to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

Among the major worker groups, the 
unemployment rates for adult women 
(3.1 percent) and Whites (3.1 percent) 
declined in July. The jobless rates for 
adult men (3.2 percent), teenagers (11.5 
percent), Blacks (6.0 percent), Asians 
(2.6 percent), and Hispanics (3.9 percent) 
showed little change over the month. 

Among the unemployed, the number 
of permanent job losers, at 1.2 million 
in July, continued to trend down over 
the month and is 129,000 lower than in 
February 2020. The number of persons 
on temporary layoff, at 791,000 in July, 
changed little from the prior month and 
has essentially returned to its pre-pan-
demic level. 

The number of long-term unemployed 
(those jobless for 27 weeks or more) de-
creased by 269,000 in July to 1.1 million. 
This measure has returned to its February 
2020 level. The long-term unemployed 
accounted for 18.9 percent of the total 
unemployed in July. 

The labor force participation rate, at 
62.1 percent, and the employment-pop-
ulation ratio, at 60.0 percent, were little 
changed over the month. Both measures 
remain below their February 2020 values 
(63.4 percent and 61.2 percent, respec-
tively). 

The number of persons employed part 
time for economic reasons increased by 
303,000 to 3.9 million in July. This rise 
reflected an increase in the number of 
persons whose hours were cut due to 
slack work or business conditions. The 
number of persons employed part time 
for economic reasons is below its Feb-
ruary 2020 level of 4.4 million. These 
individuals, who would have preferred 
full-time employment, were working 
part time because their hours had been 
reduced or they were unable to find full-
time jobs. 

The number of persons not in the labor 
force who currently want a job was 5.9 
million in July, little changed over the 
month. This measure is above its Febru-
ary 2020 level of 5.0 million. These indi-
viduals were not counted as unemployed 
because they were not actively looking 
for work during the 4 weeks preceding 
the survey or were unavailable to take a 
job. 

Among those not in the labor force 
who wanted a job, the number of persons 
marginally attached to the labor force, 
at 1.5 million, was about unchanged in 
July. These individuals wanted and were 
available for work and had looked for a 
job sometime in the prior 12 months but 
had not looked for work in the 4 weeks 
preceding the survey. Discouraged work-
ers, a subset of the marginally attached 
who believed that no jobs were available 
for them, numbered 424,000 in July, little 
changed from the prior month. 

Household Survey Supplemental Data 

National unemployment edges down to 3.5 percent for July
In July, 7.1 percent of employed per-

sons teleworked because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, unchanged from the prior 
month. These data refer to employed per-
sons who teleworked or worked at home 
for pay at some point in the 4 weeks pre-
ceding the survey specifically because of 
the pandemic.

In July, 2.2 million persons reported 
that they had been unable to work be-
cause their employer closed or lost busi-
ness due to the pandemic--that is, they 
did not work at all or worked fewer hours 
at some point in the 4 weeks preceding 
the survey due to the pandemic. This 
measure is little changed from the pre-
vious month. Among those who report-
ed in July that they were unable to work 
because of pandemic-related closures or 
lost business, 25.0 percent received at 
least some pay from their employer for 
the hours not worked, little different from 
the previous month.

Among those not in the labor force 
in July, 548,000 persons were prevent-
ed from looking for work due to the 
pandemic, little changed from the prior 
month. (To be counted as unemployed, 
by definition, individuals must be either 
actively looking for work or on tempo-
rary layoff.)

These supplemental data come from 
questions added to the household survey 
beginning in May 2020 to help gauge the 
effects of the pandemic on the labor mar-
ket. The data are not seasonally adjust-
ed. Tables with estimates from the sup-
plemental questions for all months are 
available online at www.bls.gov/cps/ef-
fects-of-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pan-
demic.htm.

Establishment Survey Data
Total nonfarm payroll employment rose 

by 528,000 in July, larger than the aver-
age monthly gain over the prior 4 months 
(+388,000). Job growth was widespread 
in July, led by gains in leisure and hospi-
tality, professional and business services, 
and health care. 

Total nonfarm employment has in-
creased by 22.0 million since reaching a 
low in April 2020 and has returned to its 
pre-pandemic level. Private-sector em-
ployment is 629,000 higher than in Feb-
ruary 2020, although several sectors have 
yet to recover. Government employment 
is 597,000 lower than its pre-pandemic 
level.

In July, leisure and hospitality added 
96,000 jobs, as growth continued in food 
services and drinking places (+74,000). 
However, employment in leisure and 
hospitality is below its February 2020 
level by 1.2 million, or 7.1 percent.

Employment in professional and 
business services continued to grow, 
with an increase of 89,000 in July. Job 
growth was widespread within the in-
dustry, including gains in management 
of companies and enterprises (+13,000), 
architectural and engineering services 
(+13,000), management and technical 
consulting services (+12,000), and scien-
tific research and development services 
(+10,000). Employment in professional 
and business services is 986,000 higher 
than in February 2020.

Employment in health care rose by 
70,000 in July. Job gains occurred in am-
bulatory health care services (+47,000), 
hospitals (+13,000), and nursing and 
residential care facilities (+9,000). Em-
ployment in health care overall is below 
its February 2020 level by 78,000, or 0.5 
percent.

Employment in government rose by 
57,000 in July but is below its February 
2020 level by 597,000, or 2.6 percent. 
Over the month, employment increased 
by 37,000 in local government, mostly 
in education (+27,000). Employment in 
local government is below its February 
2020 level by 555,000, or 3.8 percent, 
with the losses split between the educa-
tion and non-education components.

Employment in construction increased 
by 32,000 in July, as specialty trade con-
tractors added 22,000 jobs. Construction 
employment is 82,000 higher than in 
February 2020.

Manufacturing employment increased 
by 30,000 in July. Employment in du-
rable goods industries rose by 21,000, 
with job gains in semiconductors and 
electronic components (+4,000) and mis-
cellaneous durable goods manufacturing 
(+4,000). Employment in manufacturing 
is 41,000 above its February 2020 level.

In July, social assistance added 27,000 
jobs, including a gain of 19,000 in indi-
vidual and family services. Since Feb-
ruary 2020, employment in social assis-
tance is down by 53,000, or 1.2 percent.

Employment in retail trade increased 
by 22,000 in July, although it has shown 
no net change since March. In July, job 
gains occurred in food and beverage 
stores (+9,000) and general merchandise 
stores (+8,000). Retail trade employment 
is 208,000 above its level in February 
2020.

In July, transportation and warehous-
ing added 21,000 jobs. Employment rose 
in air transportation (+7,000) and support 
activities for transportation (+6,000). 
Employment in transportation and ware-
housing is 745,000 above its February 
2020 level.

Information employment continued its 
upward trend in July (+13,000) and is 
117,000 higher than in February 2020.

Employment in financial activities 
continued to trend up in July (+13,000). 
Employment in the industry is 95,000 
above its level in February 2020.

Employment in mining rose by 7,000 

in July, with gains in support activities 
for mining (+4,000) and oil and gas ex-
traction (+2,000). Mining employment 
is 96,000 above a recent low in February 
2021.

Employment showed little change over 
the month in wholesale trade and in other 
services.

In July, average hourly earnings for 
all employees on private nonfarm pay-
rolls rose by 15 cents, or 0.5 percent, to 
$32.27. Over the past 12 months, aver-
age hourly earnings have increased by 
5.2 percent. 

In July, average hourly earnings of pri-
vate-sector production and nonsupervi-
sory employees rose by 11 cents, or 0.4 
percent, to $27.57.

In July, the average workweek for 
all employees on private nonfarm pay-
rolls was 34.6 hours for the fifth month 
in a row. In manufacturing, the average 
workweek for all employees held at 40.4 
hours, and overtime increased by 0.1 
hour to 3.3 hours. The average work-
week for production and nonsupervisory 
employees on private nonfarm payrolls 
remained unchanged at 34.0 hours. 

The change in total nonfarm payroll 
employment for May was revised up 
by 2,000, from +384,000 to +386,000, 
and the change for June was revised up 
by 26,000, from +372,000 to +398,000. 
With these revisions, employment in 
May and June combined is 28,000 high-
er than previously reported. (Monthly 
revisions result from additional reports 
received from businesses and govern-
ment agencies since the last published 
estimates and from the recalculation of 
seasonal factors.)

Online Building Material 
Surplus Auction 

Online Bidding closes on 
Monday, August 22, 2022 ~ 7:00PM  

This is an online only auction with over 950 lots of Surplus Building 
Material in Shoals, IN. 

Highlights Include: Kitchen Cabinets, Vanity’s; Interior & Exterior Doors, 
Windows, Quartz, Karran, & Stainless Steel Sinks, Kitchen Faucets, Vanity 
Facets; Tub & Shower Faucets; Front Cabinet Sweep vacs, Siding; Soffit; 
Corner Trim; J Channel; Organizers; 55 gal. Metal drums; Filing Cabinets, 
Hard Hats; Shelving; Air hoses; Large Tarps; & more! 

 

BIDDING ENDS: Monday, Aug 22, with the first lot scheduled to end at 7pm. 
PICK UP ON THURS or FRI, Aug 25 or 26, from 10am to 5pm in Shoals, IN  
All bidding will take place online 

Register & Start bidding today @ graberauctions.com 
              Graber Auctions ~ 812-254-2220 

Mark Graber AU19400133~ See Terms and Photos at graberauctions.com 

 

Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) grant 
application packets are available for 
FY2023 at the DNR Division of Historic 
Preservation & Archaeology (DHPA) at 
https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preser-
vation/help-for-owners/financial-assis-
tance/grants/

This opportunity is funded in part by 
a grant from the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, National Park Service’s Historic 
Preservation Fund Program and is being 
administered by the DHPA.

There are three categories of projects: 
Architectural & Historical, Archaeolog-
ical, and Acquisition & Development 
(rehabilitation). Applicants should down-
load the appropriate application packet 
and read all instructions carefully. The 
deadline for proposals is Friday, October 
7 at 5 p.m. This is not a postmark dead-
line; all proposals must be received at the 
DHPA by the deadline.

Historic Preservation Fund grant 
application packets available

Eligible applicants must be tax-exempt 
nonprofit organizations, educational in-
stitutions, or units of local government. 
Eligible properties must be listed in the 
National Register individually or as con-
tributing resources within listed historic 
districts. Rehabilitation activities must 
meet federal preservation standards. Typ-
ical rehabilitation grant projects include 
roof and gutter repair or replacement, 
masonry rehabilitation, window repair, 
and other exterior measures to secure the 
building from water and weather. Gener-
al remodeling, construction of additions, 
landscaping, signage, and purchase of 
furniture or equipment are not eligible 
activities under this program.

Steve Kennedy, skennedy@dnr.IN-
.gov, 317-232-6981 or Malia Vanaman, 
mvanaman@dnr.IN.gov, 317-232-1648 
are available to answer applicants’ ques-
tions.


