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The Martin County Sheriff’s Office con-
ducted a traffic stop that resulted in several
arrests on Friday. 

On Friday, December 18 at approximately
1:45 p.m., Sheriff Travis Roush and Chief
Deputy Josh Greene were patrolling on
Sherfick School Road when a white Ford
Ranger disregarded a stop sign. A traffic
stop was conducted on the Ranger. 

Major Burkhardt and K9 Asher were
called in to assist on the traffic stop. K9
Asher gave a positive indication of nar-
cotics located within the vehicle. Indiana
State Troopers Lents and Brumett arrived to
assist in the traffic stop. Narcotics were lo-
cated, but the driver and passenger were re-
leased so that officers could obtain further
information.

At 4:40 p.m., Sheriff Roush and Chief
Deputy Greene went to 7803 US Highway
150 to locate the occupants of the Ranger,
Devaughn R. Mesarosh and Larry G. Holt,
Jr. They located Mesarosh and Holt and
placed them in custody for possession of
methamphetamine and maintaining a com-
mon nuisance and transported them to the

Martin County Security Center. 
Deputies from the Martin County Sher-

iff’s Office, Indiana State Troopers, and In-
diana Conservation Officer Eric Doane
executed a search warrant on December 18
at 4:40 p.m. at 8271 Coal Hollow Road. Of-
ficers located Janet S. French, Tony L. True-
love, Nathan G. Truelove, and Caleb H.
Truelove in the residence. 

The residence was secured and Deputy
Baker and K9 Virka worked each room in
the residence. Several narcotics were lo-
cated in the residence. The individuals lo-
cated at this address were placed into
custody and transported to the Martin
County Security Center.

Arrested and charges:
Larry G. Holt, Jr., 41
8271 Coal Hollow Road, Shoals, IN
-Possession of Methamphetamine- Level

6 Felony
-Maintaining a Common Nuisance- Level

6 Felony
Devaughn R. Mesarosh, 36
8271 Coal Hollow Road, Shoals, IN

Traffic stop leads to several arrests in Shoals

The Indiana Department of Transporta-
tion will promote safe travels this holiday
season by tracking
the movements of
Santa Claus through
Indiana on social
media. Saint Nick is
predicted to enter
the state near Santa
Claus, Indiana, at 4
p.m. Eastern on De-
cember 24 and visit
one of INDOT’s six
regional districts
per hour as shown
on the map at right.

Kris Kringle will
pass Indiana land-
marks, visit with
INDOT staff
and share
travel tips he
picks up on his
long trip around the state. Children who
wish to participate should first ask their par-
ents for permission or assistance, and look

on the pages listed below for posts tagged
#SantaStopsIN.

Southwest: 
www.facebook.com/INDOTVin-

cennesDistrict 
www.twitter.com/INDOTSouth-

west
Southeast: 
www.facebook.com/INDOTSouth-

east 
www.twitter.com/INDOTSoutheast
West Central: 
www.facebook.com/INDOTWest-

Central 
www.twitter.com/INDOT_WCen-

tral
East Central: 
www.facebook.com/INDOTEast-

Central 
www.twitter.com/INDOT_ECentral
Northeast: 
www.facebook.com/INDOTNortheast 
www.twitter.com/INDOTNortheast
Northwest: 
www.facebook.com/INDOTNorthwest 
www.twitter.com/INDOTNorthwest

Indiana Department of Transportation districts
to track Santa’s travels on its social media pages

Lilly Endowment Inc. has awarded three
grants totaling $42 million to organizations
in the Southwest Central Indiana region.
The grants will support regional develop-
ment initiatives in an 11-county area that
encompasses Brown, Crawford, Daviess,
Dubois, Greene, Lawrence, Martin, Mon-
roe, Orange, Owen and Washington coun-
ties.

The funds will advance a range of activi-
ties that focus on research and development,
workforce and education initiatives, and
projects that enhance the region’s quality of
life. Specific projects and the grants to sup-
port them are:

Implementation of an education and
workforce plan and a regional opportunity
fund for quality-of-place investments
funded by a $25,870,000 grant to Regional
Opportunity Initiatives, Inc. (ROI). ROI is
a newly-formed nonprofit with a mission to
support regional development opportunities
in the 11 counties of Southwest Central In-

diana. Led by a regional board of directors,
ROI is affiliated with the Community Foun-
dation of Bloomington and Monroe County

Establishment and development of an Ap-
plied Research Institute (ARI) to be located
near the Naval Surface Warfare Center,
Crane Division (NSWC Crane). Initially, it
will be led by an advisory board comprising
representatives of Crane, research universi-
ties in Indiana, and other corporate and in-
stitutional partners. Start-up expenses will
be funded through a $16,225,000 grant to
CICP Foundation.

Planning activities funded by $122,600
grant to Indiana University Foundation to
explore the potential development of a
Rural Center at Indiana University to study
and address societal challenges found in
rural communities.

With the support of planning grants from
Lilly Endowment in 2012 and 2013, a steer-
ing committee and several regional stake-

$42 million in funding awarded for Southwest
Central Indiana regional development initiatives

(See ‘FUNDING’ continued on page 2)

(See ‘ARRESTS’ continued on page 2)

Highway Superintendent Leo Padgett told
the Martin County Commissioners at their
meeting last night, Tuesday, December 22
that the barricades blocking Brooks Bridge
keep getting moved. He keeps putting up
stronger barricades to prevent anyone from
crossing the bridge. The bridge was closed
on December 9 per the county’s bridge in-
spector due to a cracked beam. According to
Commissioner Paul George, after the meet-
ing, the bridge is not safe enough for even a
car to cross. He said they are waiting on the
design from the engineer and once that is re-
ceived, repair work will begin. George said
he estimates that it will take three to four
weeks to have the bridge reopened. 

Padgett told the board that Tim Jones is re-
tiring after 12 years with the department.
Padgett thanked him for his years of work.

Padgett also reported that a gate has been
put up on H. Jones Road in Lost River Town-
ship. He asked the commissioners if they ap-

proved closure of that road. The commis-
sioners replied that they did not. Padgett said
the county just installed two culverts in that
road, just past the gate. The commissioners
said they need to look into why the road was
blocked off and who was responsible for it. 

Dave Redman with the Purdue Extension
Office told the commissioners that three can-
didates were recently interviewed for the ex-
tension educator position and that it was
decided to go with Stacy Brown. Brown is
originally from Shelby County and currently
lives in Bloomington. She will start in the po-
sition on January 11.

Community Corrections Director Kathy
Collins reported that Shoals School has re-
ceived a $30,000 grant through the System
of Care, a part of Good Samaritan Hospital.
The money will be used to add programming
to the school in conjunction with the CASS
program, that takes care of student behav-
ioral issues. Shoals was the only school in
four counties to apply for the grant. Collins
said she worked very closely with Shoals Su-

Brooks Bridge closed
due to cracked beam
BY COURTNEY HUGHETT
Martin County Journal Publisher Martin County’s unemployment rate

rose to 4.1 percent in November, up from
3.6 the month before. The county was
ranked 33rd of the 92 Indiana counties for
lowest jobless rate in November, tied with
five other counties. 

In November, the county had 5,056 res-
idents in the workforce and 205 of them
were without jobs. In October, there were
4,994 residents able to work and 182 of
them unemployed. In November of last
year, Martin County’s unemployment rate
was 5.4 percent with 4,986 residents in the
workforce and 269 of them without jobs. 

Daviess County’s unemployment rate

moved from 3.4 percent in October to 3.8
percent in November, putting the county
in 10th place in the state for lowest jobless
rate, tied with eight other counties.

In November, the county had 15,750
residents in the workforce with 591 of
them without jobs. In October, there were
15,531 residents able to work and 532 of
them unemployed. In November of 2014,
Daviess County’s unemployment rate was
4.7 percent with 15,146 residents in the
workforce and 719 of them without jobs.

Dubois County’s unemployment rate
also rose slightly from October to Novem-
ber, from 2.9 percent to 3.3 percent. The
county was tied for lowest jobless rate in
the state, with Hamilton County.

Martin County’s unemployment
rate at 4.1 percent for November 
BY COURTNEY HUGHETT
Martin County Journal Publisher

(See ‘RATE’ continued on page 2)

(See ‘BRIDGE’ continued on page 2)
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Tuesday, January 5
(organizational meeting)
Tuesday, January 19
Tuesday, February 2
Tuesday, February 16

Tuesday, March 1
Tuesday, March 15
Tuesday, March 29
Tuesday, April 12

Tuesday, April 26
Tuesday, May 10
Tuesday, May 24
Tuesday, June 7
Tuesday, June 21
Tuesday, July 5
Tuesday, July 19

Tuesday, August 2
Tuesday, August 16

Tuesday, August 30
Tuesday, September 13
Tuesday, September 27

Tuesday, October 11
Tuesday, October 25

Wednesday, November 9
Tuesday, November 22
Tuesday, December 6
Tuesday, December 20

Martin County Commissioners
2016 Meeting Schedule

Each meeting will begin at 6 p.m. at the
Martin County Courthouse, 129 Main Street, Shoals.

Monday, January 4
Monday, February 1
Monday, March 7
Monday, April 4
Monday, May 2
Monday, June 6
Monday, July 11
Monday, August 1

September - Budget hearing
Monday, October 3
(Budget adoption)

Monday, November 14
Monday, December 5

Martin County
Council

2016 Meeting Schedule
Each meeting will begin at 6 p.m. 
in the commissioners’ room of the

Martin County Courthouse, 
129 Main Street, Shoals.

Tuesday, January 19
Tuesday, April 26
Tuesday, July 19

Tuesday, October 25

Martin County 
Redevelopment 
Commission

2016 Meeting Schedule
Each meeting will begin at 5:15 p.m.
prior to the commissioners’ meetings 

at the Martin County Courthouse,
129 Main Street, Shoals.
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holders have been working collaboratively
on strategies for advancing the region. In
November 2014, the steering committee
completed and released its Strategic Plan
for Economic and Community Prosperity in
Southwest Central Indiana, in cooperation
with the Battelle Technology Partnership
Practice.

“This implementation funding from Lilly
Endowment will enable the region to begin
executing key elements of the regional
plan,” Dan Peterson, vice president of in-
dustry and government affairs at Cook
Group and chairman of the steering com-
mittee, said.

“As the strategic plan for economic and
community prosperity highlights, this re-
gion is fortunate to have a unique set of as-
sets: strong life sciences, defense and
advanced manufacturing sectors; a world-
class education and research institution in
Indiana University; the third largest Navy
base in the world; and wonderful natural
and entertainment amenities such as Brown
County and French Lick,” Peterson said.
“These grants are a game changer for our
region as we take strategies for success
from concept to reality. The impact will be
transformational for all those who live,
work and invest in Southwest Central Indi-
ana.” 

“The Southwest Central Indiana region is
home to an impressive number of scientists,
engineers and technicians with more than
2,000 working at Indiana’s only federal lab
at Naval Surface Warfare Center Crane,
hundreds at Cook Group, and more than
1,000 science and engineering faculty at In-
diana University,” N. Clay Robbins, chair-
man, president and CEO of Lilly
Endowment, said. “With the recent exten-
sion of I-69, these assets and the people
who power them are becoming even more
connected, and we are hopeful that this
funding will help enhance and secure the fu-
ture prosperity of the region.”

The grant recipients plan to share more
details with stakeholders and community
leaders at an event to be organized in early
2016.

The previously released regional strategic

plan, Strategic Plan for Economic and Com-
munity Prosperity in Southwest Central In-
diana, can be accessed at www.cfbmc.org
and www.radiusindiana.com/strategic-
plan.

About the Steering Committee:
The steering committee for this strategic

planning effort consists of regional leaders
and stakeholders invested in the Southwest
Central Indiana region:

Brian Blackwell, director, office of en-
gagement, Naval Surface Warfare Center
(NSWC) Crane;

CMDR Timothy Craddock, commanding
officer at Naval Support Activity (NSA)
Crane

Duane Embree, national director of Mili-
tary and Defense Initiatives, Ivy Tech Com-
munity College;

Paul Mitchell, president and CEO, En-
ergy Systems Network (ESN);

Dan Peterson, vice president of industry
and government affairs, Cook Group; steer-
ing committee chairman;

Tina Peterson, president and CEO, Com-
munity Foundation of Bloomington and
Monroe County

Becky Skillman, president and CEO, Ra-
dius Indiana;

William Stephan, vice president for en-
gagement, Indiana University

FUNDING
(Continued from page one)(Continued from page one)

(Continued from page one)

(Continued from page one)
-Possession of Methamphetamine- Level

6 Felony
-Maintaining a Common Nuisance- Level

6 Felony
Tony L. Truelove, 48
14522 East River Road, Shoals, IN
-Visiting a Common Nuisance- B Misde-

meanor
Nathan G. Truelove, 20
8271 Coal Hollow Road, Shoals, IN
-Maintaining a Common Nuisance- Level

6 Felony
-Possession of Marijuana- B Misde-

meanor
Caleb H. Truelove, 18
8271 Coal Hollow Road, Shoals, IN
-Maintaining a Common Nuisance- Level

6 Felony
-Possession of Marijuana- B Misde-

meanor
Janet S. French, 71
8498 Windom Road, Shoals, IN
-Visiting a Common Nuisance- B Misde-

meanor

ARRESTS

In November, Dubois had 23,021 resi-
dents in the workforce and 751 of them
were jobless. In October, there were 22,817
residents able to work and 671 of them un-
employed. In November of last year, the
county had a jobless rate of 4.3 percent with
21,850 residents in the workforce and 929
of them unemployed.

Orange County’s jobless rate also rose a
bit in November to 5.6 percent, up from 5.1
percent the month before. The county had
the 10th highest jobless rate in the state for
November, tied with Crawford, Starke and
Vigo counties.

In November, Orange County had 8,641
residents in the workforce and 482 of them
were jobless. In October, there were 8,661
residents able to work and 445 of them un-
employed. In November of 2014, the
county’s jobless rate was 7.3 percent with
8,603 residents in the workforce and 628 of
them without jobs.

Lawrence County’s unemployment rate
went up just slightly in November to 5.7
percent, up from 5.6 percent in October.
The county had the 8th highest jobless rate
in the state in November, tied with LaPorte
County.

In November, Lawrence County had
20,657 residents in the workforce and 1,181
of them were jobless. In October, there were
20,840 residents able to work and 1,173 of
them were unemployed. In November of
last year the county had a jobless rate of 7.3
percent with 20,672 residents in the work-
force and 1,511 of them unemployed.

The top ten spots in the state for lowest
jobless rate in November were Hamilton
and Dubois counties at 3.3 percent,
Bartholomew County at 3.4 percent, Adams
County at 3.5 percent, LaGrange, Hen-
dricks, Decatur and Boone counties at 3.6
percent; Gibson County at 3.7 percent, and
Daviess, Elkhart, Jackson, Johnson, Posey,
Steuben, Tipton, Warrick and Wells coun-
ties at 3.8 percent.

The top ten spots in the state for highest
jobless rate for November were Vermillion
County at 6.6 percent, Lake County at 6.2
percent, Fayette, Greene and Sullivan coun-
ties at 6.1 percent; Blackford and Fountain
counties at 5.8 percent, LaPorte and
Lawrence counties at 5.7 percent, and

Crawford, Orange, Starke, and Vigo coun-
ties at 5.6 percent.

Indiana’s seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate remained at 4.4 percent in No-
vember, continuing the trend of the lowest
unemployment levels experienced in the
Hoosier State since August of 2001. Indi-
ana’s labor force also maintained the recent
trend, gaining more than 7,000 in Novem-
ber. Indiana has now added nearly 100,000
individuals to the labor force since January
2013, which leads the Midwest. The gap in
the labor force participation rate between
Indiana and the national average further im-
proved in November (63.7 percent vs. 62.5
percent). Indiana’s rate has now exceeded
the national rate for nineteen consecutive
months. 

Private sector employment in The
Hoosier State increased by 3,400 in Novem-
ber, as significant gains occurred in the
Construction (+2,800) and Trade, Trans-
portation & Utilities (+2,500) sectors. In-
creases were partially offset by losses in the
Manufacturing sector (-3,300). Indiana has
added 54,000 private sector jobs over the
past 12 months. 

“Unemployment in The Hoosier State
continues to be at its lowest levels in more
than a decade,” said Steven J. Braun, Com-
missioner of the Indiana Department of
Workforce Development. “Meanwhile, In-
diana continues to lead the Midwest in labor
force growth by a significant amount.” 

Braun also noted that total claims for un-
employment insurance in Indiana for 2015
are at their lowest levels since 1997. 

Employment by Sector
Sectors showing gains in November in-

clude: Construction (+2,800), Trade, Trans-
portation & Utilities (+2,500), Leisure and
Hospitality (+1,400), Professional & Busi-
ness Services (+400), and Financial Activi-
ties (+100). The Manufacturing (-3,300),
and Private Educational & Health Services
(-600) sectors declined in November. Total
nonfarm employment increased in Novem-
ber (+4,000). 

RATE

perintendent Candace Roush to get the ap-
plication together.

Commissioner Dan Gregory asked Collins
what Loogootee Superintendent Joan Keller
thought of the grant money received. Collins
replied that Keller received the emails about
applying for the grant as well but Loogootee
Schools did no apply. Collins said she has a
close relationship with Shoals Schools be-
cause they are much more a part of the CASS
program.

Collins noted that since Shoals School was
the only one to apply, there may be more
money available as well.

The commissioners voted to appoint Dan
Gregory to a three-year term on the West-
Gate Authority Board, replacing Don Bowl-
ing whose term ends this year. Bowling will
be taking the remaining one-year term of
Lonnie Hawkins who is stepping down due
to schedule conflicts.

The commissioners also approved Jim
Lauck and Monty Wolf for two-year terms
on the board of health. 

The commissioners approved the em-
ployee handbook. 

BRIDGE

http://realestate.richeverman.com
www.jewelscent.com/tyrabrooke
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GEORGE “FROG” BROWN
George D. “Frog” Brown, formerly of

Loogootee, passed away December 17,
2015 at Deaconess Gateway Hospital. A
resident of Washington, he was 75.

He was born February 19, 1940 in Shoals;
son of Catherine (Tinkle) and George S.
Brown.

He had worked at Chevyland and Wal-
mart in maintenance.

He is survived by his wife, Vickie (Bell)
Brown whom he married July 4, 1970; two
sons, Curtis (Diana) Brown of Hartford,
Connecticut and Tony (Crystal) Brown of
Jasper; a daughter, Angela (Rod) Divine of

Washington, ten grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren, and two sisters, Helen Seat-
cot of Shoals and Esther Jones of
Loogootee.

Preceding him in death were both parents,
brothers, Dick Brown and Bill Brown; and
sisters, Joan Combs and Linda Clifton.

Funeral services were celebrated Monday,
December 21 at Ed Lee Mortuary with Rev.
John Simmons officiating. Burial followed
in Mt. Zion Wesleyan Cemetery in Loo-
gootee. 

HILDEGARD MOFFETT
Hildegard Elisabeth Moffett passed away

at 11:39 p.m. December 21, 2015 at East-
gate Manor in Washington. A resident of
Loogootee, she was 86.

She was born March 22, 1929 in Berlin,
Germany; daughter of the late Max and
Magdalena Benecke.

She was a loving mother, grandma and
great-grandma. She enjoyed crafting and
preparing authentic German meals. She was
a member of St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church.

She is survived by her children, Ann Mof-
fett of Pennsylvania, Robert Moffett, Jr. of
Loogootee, Betty (Grant) Bradley of Mont-
gomery, Ed (Sandy) Moffett of Oklahoma,

Tom Moffett of Kansas, Denise Emmons of
Loogootee, Frank Moffett of Loogootee and
David (Carla) Moffett of Florida; 17 grand-
children and many great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Robert F. Moffett, who passed away
in 1994; parents, Max and Magdalena Be-
necke; brothers, Karl Max Benecke and In-
fant Brother Benecke; one grandchild.

Graveside services were celebrated by
Very Rev. J. Kenneth Walker at 1 p.m.
today, Wednesday, December 23 at St. John
Catholic Cemetery.

Condolences may be made online at
blakefuneralhomes.com.

From 2000 to 2014 nearly half a million
Americans died from drug overdoses. Opioid
overdose deaths, including both opioid pain
relievers and heroin, hit record levels in
2014, with an alarming 14 percent increase
in just one year, according to new data pub-
lished today in CDC’s Morbidity and Mor-
tality Weekly Report.

The most commonly prescribed opioid
pain relievers, those classified as natural or
semi-synthetic opioids such as oxycodone
and hydrocodone, continue to be involved in
more overdose deaths than any other opioid
type. These deaths increased by 9 percent
(813 more deaths in 2014 than 2013).

Increases in prescription opioid pain re-
liever and heroin deaths are the biggest
driver of the drug overdose epidemic. Deaths
from heroin increased in 2014, continuing a
sharp rise that has seen heroin overdoses
triple since 2010. Deaths involving illicitly
made fentanyl, a potent opioid often added
to or sold as heroin, also are on the upswing.

“The increasing number of deaths from
opioid overdose is alarming,” said CDC Di-
rector Tom Frieden, M.D., M.P.H. “The opi-
oid epidemic is devastating American
families and communities. To curb these
trends and save lives, we must help prevent
addiction and provide support and treatment
to those who suffer from opioid use disor-
ders. This report also shows how important
it is that law enforcement intensify efforts to
reduce the availability of heroin, illegal fen-
tanyl, and other illegal opioids.”

Drug overdose deaths are up in both men
and women, in non-Hispanic whites and
blacks, and in adults of nearly all ages. Rates
of drug overdose deaths were highest among
five states: West Virginia, New Mexico, New
Hampshire, Kentucky, and Ohio. A map of
drug overdose deaths by state (2013 and
2014) is available at www.cdc.gov/drugover-
dose/data/statedeaths.html.

Intertwined trends drive overdose deaths
The findings show that two distinct but in-

tertwined trends are driving America’s over-
dose epidemic: a 15-year increase in deaths
from prescription opioid pain reliever over-
doses as a result of misuse and abuse, and a
recent surge in illicit drug overdoses driven
mainly by heroin. Both of these trends wors-
ened in 2014.

More than six out of 10 drug overdose
deaths in 2014 involved opioids, including
opioid pain relievers and heroin. The largest
increase in opioid overdose deaths involved
synthetic opioids (not including methadone),
which were involved in 5,500 deaths in
2014, nearly twice as many as the year be-
fore. Many of these overdoses are believed
to involve illicitly-made fentanyl, a short-act-
ing opioid.

In addition, heroin-related death rates in-
creased 26 percent from 2013–2014, totaling
10,574 deaths in 2014. Past misuse of pre-
scription opioids is the strongest risk factor
for heroin initiation and use—especially
among people who became dependent upon
or abused prescription opioids in the past
year. The increased availability of heroin, its
relatively low price (compared to prescrip-
tion opioids), and high purity appear to be
major drivers of the upward trend in heroin

use, overdoses, and deaths.
How to stop the epidemic
The new findings point to four ways to

prevent overdose deaths:
Limit initiation into opioid misuse and ad-

diction. Opioid pain reliever prescribing has
quadrupled since 1999. Providing health care
professionals with additional tools and infor-
mation—including safer guidelines for pre-
scribing these drugs—can help them make
more informed prescribing decisions.

Expand access to evidence-based sub-
stance use disorder treatment—including
Medication-Assisted Treatment—for people
who suffer from opioid use disorder.

Protect people with opioid use disorder by
expanding access and use of naloxone—a
critical drug that can reverse the symptoms
of an opioid overdose and save lives.

State and local public health agencies,
medical examiners and coroners, and law en-
forcement agencies must work together to
improve detection of and response to illicit
opioid overdose outbreaks to address this
emerging threat to public health and safety.

CDC works with states, communities, and
prescribers to prevent opioid misuse and
overdose by tracking and monitoring the epi-
demic and helping states scale up effective
programs. CDC also improves patient safety
by equipping health care providers with data,
tools, and guidance so they can make in-
formed treatment decisions. Learn more at
www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose.

Secretary Burwell has made addressing
opioid abuse, dependence, and overdose a
priority and work is underway within HHS
on this important issue. The evidence-based
initiative focuses on three promising areas:
informing opioid prescribing practices, in-
creasing the use of naloxone, and using Med-
ication-Assisted Treatment to move people
out of opioid addiction.

These efforts build on work that began in
2010, when the President released his first
National Drug Control Strategy, which em-
phasized the need for action to address opi-
oid use disorders and overdose, while
ensuring that individuals with pain receive
safe, effective treatment. The next year, the
White House released its national Prescrip-
tion Drug Abuse Prevention Plan to outline
goals for addressing prescription drug misuse
and overdose. Since then, the Administration
has supported and expanded community-
based efforts to prevent drug use, pursue
“smart on crime” approaches to drug en-
forcement, improve prescribing practices for
pain medication, increase access to treat-
ment, work to reduce overdose deaths, and
support the millions of Americans in recov-
ery.

Drug overdose deaths hit
record numbers in 2014 Staying warm in cold weather can be a

challenge, especially if ice or snow storms
cut power to homes. If it becomes neces-
sary to use alternate heat sources, Hoosiers
need to know how to protect themselves
from carbon monoxide poisoning.

Carbon monoxide, sometimes referred to
as CO, is an odorless, colorless gas that can
accumulate in enclosed spaces and cause
sudden illness and death if inhaled. It is
often known as the silent killer because
people can be rendered unconscious before
realizing something is wrong. Carbon
monoxide is typically associated with heat-
ing sources such as small gasoline engines,
stoves, generators, lanterns, gas ranges or
by burning charcoal and wood.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), more than
400 Americans die and more than 20,000
visit the emergency room each year due to
unintentional carbon monoxide poisoning.

“It’s important to stay warm during the
winter, but Hoosiers need to be smart about
their choices to prevent a tragedy,” said
State Health Commissioner Jerome
Adams, M.D., M.P.H. “Regularly main-
taining furnaces and knowing the proper
way to use generators and other heating
sources can prevent carbon monoxide poi-
soning and be the difference between life
and death.”

In order to prevent carbon monoxide
poisoning:

-Have your heating system, water heater
and any other gas-, oil- or coal-burning ap-
pliances serviced by a qualified technician
every year.

-Never use generators, grills, camp
stoves or other devices powered by gaso-
line, propane, natural gas or charcoal in-
doors.

-Never allow your car to idle within a

closed garage.
-Have at least one working carbon

monoxide detector in your home. These
low-cost devices can be found at local
hardware stores. Replace the detector’s
batteries twice each year, at the same time
you replace smoke-detector batteries.

-Use caution when heating with propane
appliances, older wall or floor gas furnaces
and fireplaces.

-Place emergency generators outdoors
away from windows and doors to prevent
fumes from entering the home.

Carbon monoxide from combustion
sources can build up suddenly or over long
periods of time in enclosed or semi-en-
closed spaces and can affect people and
animals. Common symptoms of carbon
monoxide poisoning include headache,
dizziness, weakness, upset stomach, vom-
iting, chest pain and confusion. People
who are asleep or intoxicated may be poi-
soned and not experience any of these
symptoms.

Anyone experiencing these symptoms
should:

-Get fresh air immediately.
-Open windows and doors for more ven-

tilation, turn off any combustion appli-
ances and leave the house.

-Call 911.
Before turning your fuel-burning appli-

ance back on, make sure a qualified serv-
ice technician checks and approves its use.

To learn more about carbon monoxide,
visit the CDC’s carbon monoxide poison-
ing page at www.cdc.gov/co/default.htm.
For more information about the Indiana
State Department of Health, visit
www.StateHealth.in.gov. Follow the Indi-
ana State Department of Health on Twitter
at @StateHealthIN and on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/isdh1.

Carbon monoxide poses serious health risks

State Health Commissioner Jerome Adams,
M.D., M.P.H., Tuesday declared a public
health emergency for Monroe County, allow-
ing the county health department to establish
a syringe exchange program as part of a
broader effort to reduce the spread of hepatitis
C.

“Monroe County is experiencing an epi-
demic of hepatitis C tied to intravenous drug
use,” said Dr. Adams. “The syringe exchange
is part of a comprehensive approach that will
connect residents with treatment, healthcare
and other services critical to improving their
health and halting the spread of disease.”

Senate Enrolled Act 461 made syringe ex-
change programs legal in Indiana for the first
time. The law sets forth the procedural and
substantive requirements that local commu-
nities must meet in order for an emergency
declaration to be considered by the state
health commissioner.

Steps in the process for local communities:
Local health officer must:
Declare that an epidemic of Hepatitis C or

HIV exists
Determine that it is primarily transmitted

through IV drug use
Deem that a syringe exchange program is

medically appropriate as part of a compre-
hensive response

County commissioners must:
Hold a public hearing

Take official action adopting the declara-
tions of the local health officer (above)

Describe other actions taken regarding the
epidemic that have proven ineffective

Request a public health emergency decla-
ration from the state

By declaring this public health emergency,
the state health commissioner concurs with
the declarations of the local health officer and
county commissioners. By law, specific as-
pects of design and implementation of the
program are left to local officials. No federal
or state funding is appropriated for syringe
exchange programs.

The declaration of public health emergency
will run through December 21, 2016. Dr.
Adams has previously declared public health
emergencies in Fayette, Madison and Scott
counties.

For questions regarding the syringe ex-
change program, contact Kathy Hewett at the
Monroe County Health Department at (812)
349-2722. Visit the Indiana State Department
of Health at www.StateHealth.in.gov for im-
portant health and safety information, or fol-
low us on Twitter at @StateHealthIN and on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/isdh1.

Hoosiers who do not have health care cov-
erage or access to a doctor are encouraged to
check availability for the new Healthy Indiana
Plan—HIP 2.0—by visiting www.HIP.IN.gov
or calling 1-877-GET-HIP-9.

Public health emergency declared for Monroe County
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MONDAY DECEMBER 14
12:45 a.m. - Received a report of a dis-

turbance in Loogootee. Deputy Salmon and
Loogootee Captain Akles responded.

1:15 a.m. - Received a report of a fire in
Loogootee. The Loogootee Fire Depart-
ment and Martin County Ambulance re-
sponded.

3:14 a.m. - Received a request for an am-
bulance in Loogootee. Martin County Am-
bulance responded and transported the
subject to Daviess Community Hospital.

6:00 a.m. - Received a report of a tree
blocking the road north of Loogootee. Mar-
tin County Civil Defense and Deputy
Salmon responded.

6:36 a.m. - Received a report of an acci-
dent in Loogootee. Loogootee Chief Ray-
hill responded.

8:04 a.m. - Received a report of an acci-
dent on US 50, east of Shoals. Chief
Deputy Greene responded.

8:30 a.m. - Received a report of an alarm
near Loogootee. Loogootee Chief Rayhill
and ISP Trooper Beaver responded.

9:30 a.m. - Sheriff Roush took one inmate
to court.

11:00 a.m. - Sheriff Roush worked a case
of forgery in Shoals.

12:38 p.m. - Received a report of an ac-
cident in Loogootee. Loogootee Chief Ray-
hill responded.

12:55 p.m. - Chief Deputy Greene took
one inmate to court.

12:57 p.m. - Received a report of a break-
in in Loogootee. Loogootee Chief Rayhill
responded.

3:43 p.m. - Received a dog complaint in
Loogootee. The Loogootee Police Depart-
ment was notified.

7:16 p.m. - Received a report of a domes-
tic situation in Crane. Sergeant Keller re-
sponded.

7:29 p.m. - Received a report of a domes-
tic situation in Loogootee. Sergeant Keller
and Loogootee Captain Hennette re-
sponded.
TUESDAY DECEMBER 15

9:00 a.m. - Sheriff Roush took one inmate
to court.

10:20 a.m. - Chief Deputy Greene took
one inmate to court.

12:40 p.m. - Received a request for an
ambulance east of Shoals. Sheriff Roush,
Chief Deputy Greene, ISP Trooper Lents,
ISP Trooper Brumett, Shoals Fire Depart-
ment, and Martin County Ambulance re-
sponded.

2:01 p.m. - Received a request for an am-
bulance in Shoals. Martin County Ambu-
lance responded and transported the subject
to Daviess Community Hospital.

3:03 p.m. - Received a request for an am-
bulance north of Loogootee. Loogootee
Fire Department and Martin County Ambu-
lance responded. The subject was trans-
ported to Jasper Memorial Hospital.

3:21 p.m. - Chief Deputy Greene took
two inmates to court.

3:49 p.m. - Chief Deputy Greene took
one inmate to court.

6:56 p.m. - Received a report of an acci-
dent in Loogootee. Loogootee Sergeant
Norris responded.
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 16

8:15 a.m. - Major Burkhardt made a
speaking engagement at the Shoals School.

10:00 a.m. - Chief Deputy Greene took
one inmate to court.

11:36 a.m. - Major Burkhardt transported
one inmate to the jail from the Daviess
County Security Center.

11:45 a.m. - Received a report of a per-
sonal injury accident south of Loogootee on
US 231. Loogootee Fire Department, Mar-
tin County Ambulance, Sheriff Roush,
Chief Deputy Greene, Major Burkhardt,
Loogootee Captain Hennette, and Conser-
vation Officer Doane responded. The sub-
ject was transported to Jasper Memorial
Hospital.

12:13 p.m. - Received a request for an

ambulance in Loogootee. Martin County
Ambulance responded and transported the
subject to Jasper Memorial Hospital.

4:08 p.m. - Received a report of water
running across US 231, south of Loo-
gootee. The Martin County Highway De-
partment responded.

4:18 p.m. - Received a report of an acci-
dent in Crane. ISP Trooper Beaver re-
sponded.

4:40 p.m. - Received a report of a domes-
tic situation near Shoals. Sheriff Roush re-
sponded.

6:18 p.m. - Received a report of a tree
down on US 50, east of Shoals. The Shoals
Fire Department removed the tree.

6:30 p.m. - Received a request for an am-
bulance in Loogootee. Martin County Am-
bulance responded but did not transport.

8:37 p.m. - Received a report of a domes-
tic situation in Loogootee. Loogootee Offi-
cer Nolan responded.
THURSDAY DECEMBER 17

12:40 p.m. - Received a dog complaint in
Crane. Major Burkhardt responded.

12:45 p.m. - Received a report of a do-
mestic situation in Crane. ISP Trooper
Lents responded.

12:55 p.m. - Chief Deputy Greene took
two inmates to court.

2:00 p.m. - Major Burkhardt took three
inmates to court.

2:45 p.m. - Received a report of a reck-
less driver on US 231. Loogootee Chief
Rayhill responded.

3:32 p.m. - Received a report of an acci-
dent east of Shoals on US 50. Sheriff Roush
worked the accident.

5:32 p.m. - Received a request for a wel-
fare check in Shoals. ISP Trooper Beaver
responded.

7:55 p.m. - Received a report of a domes-
tic situation in Loogootee. Corporal Baker,
Loogootee Officer Nolan, and ISP Trooper
Beaver responded.

10:38 p.m. - Received a request for an
ambulance in Loogootee. Martin County
Ambulance transported the subject to
Jasper Memorial Hospital.

11:59 p.m. - Received an alarm call north
of Loogootee. Corporal Baker, Loogootee
Officer Nolan, and ISP Trooper Beaver re-
sponded. All was okay.
FRIDAY DECEMBER 18

6:19 a.m. - Received an alarm call in
Loogootee. Corporal Baker, Loogootee Of-
ficer Nolan, and ISP Trooper Beaver re-
sponded. All was ok.

7:00 a.m. - Received a report of an acci-
dent in Shoals. Chief Deputy Greene re-
sponded.

4:08 p.m. - Received a report of a prop-
erty damage accident west of Shoals. ISP
Officer Beaver responded.

5:49 p.m. - Received a report of cows out
on Lundy Road. Owner of the cows was no-
tified.
SATURDAY DECEMBER 19

1:21 a.m. - Received a report of an alarm
at Stoll’s Restaurant. Deputy Baker re-
sponded.

6:20 a.m. - Received a report of an alarm
at the Dollar General store in Loogootee.
Captain Akles responded.

6:26 a.m. - Received a request for an am-
bulance in Loogootee. Martin County Am-
bulance responded and transported to
Jasper Memorial Hospital.

9:26 a.m. - Received a call requesting as-
sistance with a vehicle in Shoals. Sergeant
Keller assisted the caller.

10:09 a.m. - Received a report of an
alarm at the White River Co-Op. Sergeant
Keller responded.

10:22 a.m. - Received a call requesting an
ambulance in Loogootee. Martin County
Ambulance and Loogootee Fire responded.
Martin County Ambulance transported to
Daviess Community Hospital.

12:07 p.m. - Received a call reporting a
dog complaint in Crane. Sergeant Keller re-
sponded.

4:13 p.m. - Received a report of a dis-
abled vehicle on Hwy. 50, west of Shoals.
Sergeant Keller responded. While assisting
Sergeant Keller’s vehicle was hit by a grey
ford F150 going eastbound. Driver left the
scene. Sergeant Keller was not injured.
SUNDAY DECEMBER 20

9:03 a.m. - Received a call reporting a
house fire north of Shoals. Shoals Fire and

Martin County Ambulance responded.
6:42 p.m. - Received a request for an am-

bulance north of Loogootee. Loogootee
Fire first responders and Martin County
Ambulance responded and transported to
Jasper Memorial Hospital.

8:48 p.m. - Received a report of a reck-
less driver eastbound toward Shoals. Town
Marshal Eckert responded.

James Travis Roush and Candace
(Candice) Sue Ellen Roush, of Martin
County, Indiana to Cory Roush, of Martin
County, Indiana, Lots Numbered 13 and 14
in Doe Run Subdivision.
NLK&B Properties, LLC, of Martin

County, Indiana to Belcourt Properties,
LLC, of Martin County, Indiana, Lot Num-
ber 4 in Brook’s Addition to the Town, now
City of Loogootee, Indiana.
Monty L. Gregory, of Martin County, In-

diana to Gregory & Sons Properties,
LLC, of Martin County, Indiana, Lot Num-
ber 4 in Block “G” in Loogootee Land
Company’s Addition to the Town, now City
of Loogootee, Indiana.
Jessica A. Lampert, of Martin County,

Indiana to Betty L. Salmon, of Martin

County, Indiana, a part of Section 30, Town-
ship 3 North, Range 3 West.
Bernard F. Smith and Mary Ann

Smith, of Martin County, Indiana to
Joshua D. Huff and Andrea D. Huff, of
Martin County, Indiana, 45 feet of even
width off of the south end of Lot Number
14 in the First North Addition to the Town,
now City of Loogootee, Indiana.
Joseph D. Watson, of Martin County, In-

diana to Joseph Daniel Watson, of Martin
County, Indiana. Tract I: Lot Number 201
in the West Shoals Addition to the Town of
Shoals, Indiana. Tract II: 96 feet off the east
side of Lot Number 200 in Daugherty’s Ad-
dition to the town of West Shoals, now
Shoals, Indiana. Tract III: A strip 24 feet
wide of even width off of the west side of
Lot 200 in Daugherty’s Addition to the
town of West Shoals, now Shoals, Indiana.
William Heckard and Amanda

Heckard, of Martin County, Indiana to
Travis N. Harner, of Martin County, Indi-
ana, 1.02 acres, more or less, more com-
monly known as 8031 Weisbach Road
Shoals, 47581.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
3:00 p.m. - John Reichenberger, 60, of

Shoals, was arrested by ISP Trooper Beaver
for habitual traffic offender (lifetime sus-
pension). His bond has been set at $50,000
10%.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17

8:25 p.m. - Donald Gibson, 40, of Loo-
gootee, was arrested by Loogootee Officer
Nolan for domestic battery and battery in
the presence of a minor. He is being held
without bond.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18

4:40 p.m. - Larry Holt, 40, of Shoals, was
arrested by Sheriff Roush on charges of
possession of meth and maintaining a com-
mon nuisance. No bond has been set.

4:40 p.m. - Devaughn Mesarosh, 40, of
Shoals, was arrested by Sheriff Roush on
charges of possession of meth and maintain-
ing a common nuisance. No bond has been
set.

6:01 p.m. - Caleb Truelove, 18, of Shoals,
was arrested by Corporal Baker and K9
Virka on charges of possession of marijuana
and maintain a common nuisance. No bond
was set.   

6:01 p.m. - Nathan Truelove, 20, of

Shoals, was arrested by Corporal Baker and
K9 Virka on charges of possession of mari-
juana and maintaining a common nuisance.
No bond was set. 

6:01 p.m. - Janet S. French, 71, of Shoals,
was arrested by Corporal Baker and K9
Virka on the charge of visiting a common
nuisance. No bond was set. 

6:01 p.m. - Tony Truelove, 48, of Shoals
was arrested by Corporal Baker and K9
Virka on the charge of visiting a common
nuisance. He was released on his own re-
cognizance by Judge Ellis. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19

3:23 a.m. - Kent Bradley, 41, of Loo-
gootee, was arrested by Loogootee Officer
Nolan on a charge of operating a vehicle
while intoxicated-refusal. Bond set at
$25,000 10%.

3:30 p.m. - Roger Tinkle, 59, of Loo-
gootee, was arrested by Captain Akles on
charges of intimidation, misuse of 911 and
harassment. Bond set at $25,000 10%
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20

4:59 a.m. - Dylan Street, 19, of Loo-
gootee, was arrested by Deputy Salmon on
charges of operating a vehicle while intox-
icated. Bond set at $10,000 10%.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
6:35 a.m. - Eva H. Burcham, of Loo-

gootee, was operating a 2001 Ford and at-
tempting to pull onto Broadway Street
when she pulled into the path of a 2006
Chrysler operated by Melvin G. Carpenter,
of Shoals. Chief Rayhill was the investigat-
ing officer.

12:20 p.m. - Ruth A. Willyard, of Loo-
gootee, was operating a 2006 Chevy on NW
1st Street when her vehicle struck a mail-
box. Chief Rayhill investigated.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15

7:02 p.m. - Phyllis G. Waddle, of Loo-
gootee, was operating a 2005 Buick on US
50. Waddle went to turn onto Kentucky Av-
enue and lost control. Waddle’s vehicle side
swiped an utility pole. Sgt. Norris was the
investigating officer.
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
1:15 a.m. - Loogootee Fire was paged out

to a possible brush fire on Bloomfield Road.
8:40 a.m. - Chief Rayhill responded to a

residential alarm.
1:00 p.m. - Caller reported someone had

been into his shed on Cedar Street.
4:08 p.m. - Caller reported a loose dog

complaint.
5:13 p.m. - Caller reported a fight in

Shaded Estates.
5:30 a.m. - Caller requested a male to be

escorted off their property.
10:30 p.m. - Caller reported a theft of med-

ication.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16

8:54 a.m. - Captain Hennette assisted with
a funeral procession.

11:46 a.m. - First responders were re-
quested on US 231 for a vehicle accident.

6:35 p.m. - First responders were requested
at McDonalds for a medical call.

8:44 p.m. - Caller reported a suspicious ve-
hicle on West Main Street.

10:10 p.m. - Caller reported a suspicious
person in Redwing Trailer Court.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17

12:45 p.m. - Caller reported a vehicle all
over the road on Hwy 50. Chief Rayhill lo-
cated the vehicle and spoke with the driver.

2:45 p.m. - Caller reported a speeding ve-
hicle on US 231. Officers did not locate.

11:59 p.m. - Officer Nolan responded to a
business alarm.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18

6:19 a.m. - Captain Akles responded to a
business alarm.

6:52 a.m. - Caller reported a reckless ve-
hicle on Hwy 50.

12:30 a.m. - Loogootee Fire was dis-
patched to Bellbrook for a fire alarm.

2:40 p.m. - Caller reported a theft from Cir-

cle K.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19

6:20 a.m. - Captain Akles responded to a
business alarm.

7:12 a.m. - Caller reported a suspicious
person in Southwind Apartments. Captain
Akles responded.

10:04 a.m. - Caller reported a disturbance
in Redwing Trailer Court.

10:22 a.m. - First responders were re-
quested on Vine Street for a medical call.

4:07 p.m. - Caller reported a forged docu-
ment.

4:30 p.m. - Caller reported property dam-
age.

7:52 p.m. - Caller reported a reckless
driver on Hwy 50.

8:15 p.m. - Caller reported a dog com-
plaint.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20

12:01 a.m. - Caller reported a domestic
dispute on North Line Street.

12:43 a.m. - Caller reported a suspicious
vehicle on Clarke Street.

1:34 a.m. - Officer Todd assisted the Martin
County Sheriff’s Department with a suspi-
cious vehicle on State Road 550.

1:57 a.m. - First responders were requested
on John Street for a medical call.

3:03 a.m. - Officer Todd assisted Martin
County Sheriff’s Department with a traffic
stop.

4:33 p.m. - Caller reported a domestic dis-
pute on Sycamore Street.

5:29 p.m. - Caller reported a reckless driver.
5:58 p.m. - Caller reported a person oper-

ating a vehicle without a license.
6:15 p.m. - First responders were requested

on US 231 for a medical call.
7:30 p.m. - Caller reported a theft of Christ-

mas lights.
10:18 p.m. - Caller reported harassment.

The Indiana State Police are warning
Hoosiers of a lingering scam that has unfor-
tunately stayed in Indiana. The latest scam
circulating involves individuals calling po-
tential victims claiming to be from the In-
ternal Revenue Service. The caller explains
to the victim that money is owed to the In-
ternal Revenue Service and that if it isn’t
payed, they would be arrested.

Rest assured the Internal Revenue Service
is not calling residents about their unpaid
taxes.

Officials are investigating a particular
phone scam involving IRS impersonators
who demand immediate payments with pre-
paid debit cards and wire transfers. The
caller often claims the victim owes thou-
sands of dollars in overdue taxes. According
to the IRS, the agency would always make
contact with the taxpayer first by mail or
with a personal visit.

The scam continues when the imperson-
ator tells the victim he cannot use standard
forms of payment, specifically a credit card
to pay the taxes. The caller tries to justify
why the money has to be wired to a PayPal
account or paid using a prepaid debit card.
If the caller is unsuccessful talking to the
victim the scammer will then threaten the
victim with an arrest warrant.

The IRS doesn’t have the authority to
issue warrants.

As with most scams, the calls are origi-
nating from cell phones or over the internet
from all over the country. Tracking down
this 21st century con artist is no easy task.
As defined by TechTarget, caller ID spoof-
ing is a technology that allows a caller to

masquerade as someone else by falsifying
the number that appears on the recipient’s
Caller ID display. Just as email spoofing
can make it appear that a message came
from any email address the sender chooses,
Caller ID Spoofing can make a call appear
to come from any phone number the caller
wishes, including the Internal Revenue
Service. The Indiana State Police feel that
a well-informed public is the best defense
in combating scammers and remind every-
one that these phone scams and cyber
crimes are becoming commonplace.

The IRS will never:
-Call to demand immediate payment, nor

will they call about taxes owed without first
having mailed you a bill.

-Demand that you pay taxes without giv-
ing you the opportunity to question or ap-
peal the amount owed.

-Require you to use a specific payment
method for your taxes, such as a prepaid
debit card.

-Ask for credit or debit card numbers over
the phone.

-Threaten to bring in local police or other
law enforcement groups to have you ar-
rested for not paying.

The Indiana State Police would like to re-
mind everyone to:

-Call the IRS directly at 800-829-1049
-Or visit http://www.irs.gov/
Also, if you know you don’t owe taxes or

have no reason to believe that you do, report
the incident to the Treasury Inspector General
for Tax Administration at (800) 366-4484 or
on the web at: www.treasury.gov/tigta/con-
tact_report_scam.shtml.

State police urging Hoosiers to protect
themselves from scammers posing as IRS

WE WANT YOU!! 
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Governor Mike Pence last week unveiled
the state’s plans to build a new state-of-the-
art neuro-diagnostic institute that will pro-
vide major advancements to Indiana’s public
mental health delivery system. The institute,
scheduled to begin serving patients in 2018,
will be a key component of the state’s initia-
tive to improve Indiana’s network of state-
operated mental health facilities.

“This new institute will serve as the cen-
terpiece of our ongoing commitment to im-
prove mental health care and address the
scourge of addictions in Indiana,” said Gov-
ernor Pence. “This new institute is another
part of our strong commitment to improving
health care in Indiana and to caring for our
most vulnerable fellow citizens, including
those living in poverty, with disabilities and
impaired from psychiatric illnesses, brain
diseases and addictions.”

This new 159-bed institute is projected to
have the capacity to treat 1,500 patients each
year. With the establishment of the new in-
stitute, which will be located on the campus
of Community East Hospital in Indianapolis
and operated in partnership with Community
Health Network, Indiana will be better
equipped to deliver expert neuro-diagnostic
evaluations and treatment for patients upon
their arrival and move them more efficiently
and effectively into the most appropriate
treatment settings within the state’s mental
health system.

“’Neuro’ is a word that pertains to the
brain,” said Dr. John Wernert, Secretary of
the Indiana Family and Social Services Ad-
ministration (FSSA). “’Diagnostic’ reflects
the techniques used in diagnosing illnesses.”

Dr. Wernert explained that the focus of this
new institute would be on the precise diag-
nosis and assertive treatment of brain-based
disorders, including:

-acute and chronic mental illness
-chronic addictions
-intellectual and developmental disabilities
-traumatic brain injury
-neuro-degenerative illnesses such as

Alzheimer’s disease
Dr. Wernert said precise and comprehen-

sive diagnosis drives more effective treat-

ment and better outcomes for patients. He
added the term “neuro-diagnostic” also en-
compasses the integration of medical care,
which will be made possible by locating the
institute at Community East Hospital.

“As a practicing psychiatrist, I recognize
that advances in brain research and clinical
care of mental disorders have made it imper-
ative that we strive to significantly move our
public mental health delivery system for-
ward,” said Dr. Wernert. “FSSA is engaged
in an ongoing effort to integrate the state’s
mental health facilities and other elements of
the public mental health system into a com-
prehensive, integrated mental health net-
work. This new, cutting-edge
neuro-diagnostic treatment center will com-
plement the development of the state-oper-
ated facility network and significantly
improve the quality of care.”

Construction will begin on the institute in
April of 2016 and it will open for patient ad-
missions in late 2018. It will eventually re-
place one of the state’s six current facilities,
Larue Carter Hospital in Indianapolis, which
will be phased out of operation.

“As the largest provider of mental health
services in Indiana, we know firsthand the
desperate need that exists for these services,”
said Bryan Mills, president and CEO of
Community Health Network. “We are com-
mitted to training providers through our psy-
chiatric residency program and we are
honored to work with the state to provide
cutting-edge services through the Indiana
Neuro-Diagnostic Institute.”

This new facility represents a novel model
of care for Indiana and will be a Center of
Excellence and best practices, where modern
genetic and imaging techniques will drive
precise diagnosis and appropriate treatment
regimens that maximize recovery and stable
community placements.

Co-locating the institute with an acute care
hospital and clinical partner will leverage the
emergency services, specialty medical care
and neuro-diagnostic techniques of the clin-
ical partner, and provide needed integrated
medical services currently unavailable to pa-
tients throughout the state system.

Governor Pence announces plan to build a
new state-of-the-art neuro-diagnostic institute
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In the Garden
By Ralph Purkhiser

Purdue University Master Gardener
About this time of year, many gardeners

begin longing for the early spring blooms
of crocus or glory of the snow.  However,
one need not wait that long to have blooms
in the garden. At Sandhill Gardens, a flower
bloomed this week—right on schedule.

The bloom was on one of my favorite gar-
den plants, Helleborus niger. The black
hellebore is commonly known as the Christ-
mas rose. While not at all a rose, the plant
does bloom around Christmas time. It is na-
tive to the Alps in Europe. According to leg-
ends, the first plants grew from the tears of
a peasant girl who had no gift to give the
Christ child in Bethlehem.

The Christmas rose offers a lot to the gar-
dening world. The tough dark green foliage
is borne on nearly black stems about a foot
tall. The foliage will last through the winter,
finally dying just in time for lush green
growth in the spring. The white flowers are
large, up to three inches across, and long-
lasting. It is not unusual for blooms to re-
main on the plant until spring, turning a
light tan as they age. The flowers in the
species tend to be pendulous, so they are
difficult to see. However, newer cultivars

have been bred to have up-right flowers.
Some cultivars have double blooms and
streaks of pink or green on the blooms.
They are great as cut flowers, lasting a week
or more in a vase.

The Christmas rose is easy to grow. It
prefers partial shade, but will tolerate full
sun as long as it gets adequate moisture. It
is a great contrasting foliage plant for hostas
in the shade garden. It forms a dense clump,
crowding out competition. It makes a great
plant for foundation planting, providing in-
terest in all seasons.

The hardest thing about growing Christ-
mas roses may be finding the plants. While
the more common Lenten roses have be-
come more widely available in recent years,
the Christmas rose is rarely found in nurs-
eries. 

Mail-order companies may offer them,
but be wary. If the plant is not labeled as
Helleborus niger, it may be a hybrid. While
the hybrids are good plants, they may
bloom later than the true Christmas rose.

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas. If
you find yourself in the neighborhood, stop
by to see the miracle of the Christmas rose.

DNR’s Division of Forestry has awarded
$135,000 in federal funds to 12 cities, towns
and non-profits in Indiana for urban forestry
projects.

The projects include tree inventory and
analysis for management planning, new tree
plantings and education and awareness cam-
paigns. Urban forests enhance air and water
quality, making communities healthier, safer
and more beautiful.

Funds for tree inventory and analysis were
awarded to: the cities of Elkhart, $20,000;
Kendallville, $17,425; and West Lafayette,
$18,562; and the town of Pendleton, $11,575.

Funds for tree-planting projects that target
environmental issues such as water quality,
flooding, air quality and pollutants were
awarded to: the cities of Bloomington,
$10,000; and Fort Wayne, $10,000; the

towns of Churubusco, $4,000; Dyer $9,000;
Mount Ayr, $2,000; and Valparaiso, $7,688;
and the Rensselaer Urban Forest Council,
$5,250.

Funds for urban forestry awareness, edu-
cation, and outreach projects were awarded
to the Indiana Urban Forest Council,
$17,500, and the City of Bloomington
$2,000.

Funding came through the DNR Commu-
nity and Urban Forestry (CUF) program
from the U.S. Forest Service.

To learn more about the projects listed
above or about community and urban
forestry in Indiana, or to request an urban
forestry visit to your community, contact
Carrie Tauscher, acting community and
urban forestry coordinator, at (317) 234-4386
or ctauscher@dnr.IN.gov.

DNR awards $135,000 for
community tree programs

Registration is now open for Purdue Ex-
tension’s 2016 Indiana Small Farm Confer-
ence, March 4-5 at the Hendricks County
Fairgrounds.

The conference is designed for anyone in-
terested in or currently operating a small or
medium-sized farm.

“Nearly half of Indiana farms are less than
50 acres, and we have seen an increasing
number of small and medium-sized farms es-
tablished in the past several years,” said
James Wolff, Extension educator in Allen
County and conference organizer. “The con-
ference is an opportunity to gain practical
knowledge about vital production and mar-
keting topics, as well as to build relationships
with other farmers, vendors and experts.”

Conference sessions are organized by
themes. On March 4, presenters will focus
on restoration agriculture, vegetable pro-
duction, flower farming and farm financing.
On March 5, topics will be livestock pro-

duction, on-farm energy and equipment,
fresh produce and farm management.

The Purdue Extension Small Farms Team
is offering a series of daylong preconfer-
ence workshops March 3. Topics are direct
marketing, woodland management, starting
and sustaining a small farm in Indiana and
hops production. Participants will also have
an opportunity to tour This Old Farm, a sus-
tainable beef and pork production facility in
Colfax, about 20 miles southeast of
Lafayette.

Cost is $60 to attend a preconference
workshop and $120 for the conference it-
self. Those who register before Feb. 14 pay
$50 for a workshop and $100 for the con-
ference.

The Hendricks County Fairgrounds are at
1900 E. Main St., Danville.

Registration is available through Purdue’s
The Education Store at https://edustore.pur-
due.edu/wk_begin.asp.

For more information, go to
https://ag.purdue.edu/extension/small-
farms/Pages/default.aspx.

Registration open for Indiana
Small Farm Conference
BY DARRIN PACK
Purdue University News Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) today finalized a rule to ensure that
farm safety-net payments are issued only to
active managers of farms that operate as
joint ventures or general partnerships, con-
sistent with the direction and authority pro-
vide by Congress in the 2014 Farm Bill.
The action, which exempts family farm op-
erations, closes a loophole where individu-
als who were not actively part of farm
management still received payments.

“The federal farm safety-net programs are
designed to protect against unanticipated
changes in the marketplace for those who
actively share in the risk of that farming op-
eration,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack. "To ensure that help goes to those
who genuinely need it, such as America’s
farm families, the Farm Bill authorized
USDA to close a loophole and limit pay-
ments from those not involved on a daily

basis in nonfamily farm management.”
Since 1987, the broad definition of “ac-

tively engaged” resulted in some general
partnerships and joint ventures adding man-
agers to the farming operation, qualifying
for more payments, that did not substan-
tially contribute to management. The rule
applies to operations seeking more than one
farm manager, and requires measureable,
documented hours and key management ac-
tivities each year. Some operations of cer-
tain sizes and complexity may be allowed
up to three qualifying managers under lim-
ited conditions. The changes apply to pay-
ments for 2016 and subsequent crop years
for Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs, Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDP) and Marketing
Loan Gains (MLG) realized via the Market-
ing Assistance Loan program.

As required by Congress, the new rule

USDA removes farm program payments to managers not actively engaged in farming 
does not apply to family farms, or change
regulations related to contributions of land,
capital, equipment, or labor. The changes go
into effect for the 2016 crop year for most
farms. Farms that have already planted fall
crops for 2016 have until the 2017 crop year
to comply. For more details, producers are
encouraged to consult their local Farm
Service Agency office. 

Today's announcement was made possi-
ble by the 2014 Farm Bill, which builds on
historic economic gains in rural America
over the past six years, while achieving
meaningful reform and billions of dollars in
savings for the taxpayer. Since enactment,
USDA has made significant progress to im-
plement each provision of this critical leg-
islation, including providing disaster relief
to farmers and ranchers; strengthening risk
management tools; expanding access to
rural credit; funding critical research; estab-

Higher interest rates and low crop prices
will likely drive down the value of Indiana
farmland in 2016, but any losses should be
moderate, Purdue University agricultural
economist Craig Dobbins says.

“Land values would be expected to fall
more quickly in an economic environment
of low returns in combination with rising in-
terest rates,” Dobbins writes in the latest
issue of The Purdue Agricultural Economics
Report. “This appears to be the economic
environment that agriculture will face in
2016.”

But since there is a limited supply of
farmland on the market, Dobbins expects
values to fall slowly, continuing a trend that
began last year after a decadelong rally.

He forecasts farmland values dropping 5-
12 percent throughout the state next year
after nearly tripling in value from 2003 to
2014.

According to the 2015 Purdue Land Value
and Cash Rent Survey, prices for the state's
top-quality farmland declined by 5.1 per-
cent for the year, from an average of $9,765
per acre in 2014 to $9,266. Farmland con-
sidered to be of average quality fell by 3.8
percent, from $7,976 to $7,672 per acre, and
prices for low-quality land fell 4.8 percent,
from $6,160 to $5,863.

Analysts said last year's losses in farm-

land values were due primarily to low com-
modity prices after two straight bumper
crops. This year the major concern could be
higher interest rates, which make it more
expensive for buyers to borrow money for
major purchases such as real estate.

“To date, lower expected returns have
likely been the major force weakening the
farmland market,” Dobbins writes. “While
there are still some reports of strong farm-
land prices, most broad surveys of farmland
values in the Midwest consistently indicate
that farmland values are declining.”

Dobbins also expects cash rents to con-
tinue to fall statewide in 2016 after declin-
ing in 2015 for the first time in almost 30
years. The primary reason rents have been
going down, he said, has been the drop in
farm incomes.

“In addition to the tight margins faced by
farmers in 2015, the wet Indiana spring and
summer weather in many areas of the state
took its toll in the form of lower yield,” he
writes. “While some of the yield loss will
be offset by crop insurance indemnities,
these localized yield losses did not raise fall
prices, and thus the crop insurance revenue
floor was not nearly as strong as the 2012
Midwest drought.”

To read Dobbins’ full analysis, download
the Purdue Agricultural Economics Report
at https://ag.purdue.edu/agecon/Pages/Pur-
d u e - A g r i c u l t u r a l - E c o n o m i c s -
Report.aspx.

Value of Indiana farmland likely to drop in 2016
BY DARRIN PACK
Purdue University News Service

lishing innovative public-private conserva-
tion partnerships; developing new markets
for rural-made products; and investing in in-
frastructure, housing and community facil-
ities to help improve quality of life in rural
America. For more information, visit
www.usda.gov/farmbill. To learn more
about Farm Service Agency, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Commercial Property
FOR SALE
228 Main St. Shoals

Formerly known as the
“Sugar Shack”

Call or text: 812-631-0662

Birds, birds, birds
The above photo was taken at Goose Pond Fish & Wildlife Area. Photographer Bill

Whorrall saw hundreds of Sandhill Crane, ducks and Whooping Cranes on his visit
last week. Shown above are a few of the Whooping Cranes he saw.

-Photo by Bill Whorrall, www.billwhorrall.com
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At Your Service Directory

"Give Me an Inch, I'll Take A Foot"

Reflexology at your Fingertips 
(Bowling Massage Office) 

ANDREA NORDHOFF (CR) 
200 N. JFK Ave. 

Loogootee, IN 47553
(812) 630-4309

anordhoff@hotmail.com

Bird enthusiasts can celebrate the state’s
bicentennial by trying to find and log 200
bird species in 2016 as part of the Indiana Bi-
centennial Birding Big year (IBBBy).

IBBBy starts January 1 and continues
through mid-December.

Birders who find at least 100 species will
received a commemorative IBBy sticker or
decal provided by the Indiana Audubon So-
ciety.

Birders who find at least 200 species will
also be entered in a drawing for Indiana
DNR Annual Entrance Permits, DNR Inns
Gift Cards, complimentary Indiana Audubon
memberships, Eagle Optic binoculars, tickets
to the Indiana Dunes Birding Festival and

more.
Because 2016 is also the 100th anniversary

of Indiana State Parks and the National Park
Service, 100 of the 200 species must have
been found on an Indiana State Park (or
reservoir) or National Park site in Indiana.
State Fish & Wildlife Areas, State Forests
and State Nature Preserves (not located in-
side a state park) do not count toward these
criteria. Participants must log their checklists
and download their year list into ebird.com
by December 16.

IBBBy is an official Indiana Bicentennial
Legacy Project. Additional sponsorship
comes from the Robert Cooper Audubon So-
ciety.

The Department of Natural Resources
last Wednesday used a three-stop tour to
kick off a year-long celebration of the
100th anniversary of the Indiana state
parks system.

The tour began with a pancake breakfast
and ceremonies at Indiana’s first state park
– McCormick’s Creek in Owen County –
and included a proclamation from Gov.
Mike Pence declaring the day as Indiana
State Parks Day.

Additional stops were at the Statehouse
in Indianapolis, where First Lady Karen
Pence was the featured speaker, and at
Turkey Run State Park in Parke County.

“Indiana’s citizens have certainly en-
joyed this birthday gift they first un-
wrapped in 1916,” said Karen Pence,
recalling childhood memories of state park
camping trips. “Today there are an esti-
mated 15 to 16 million visits each year.
People hike, camp, stay in our great Indi-
ana State Park Inns, ride a mountain bike,
or visit a nature center.”

Fritz Lieber, great grandson of Col.
Richard Lieber, read a passage from his
great grandfather’s report to the 1916 In-
diana Historical Commission that pro-
posed development of a state parks
system.

“The chief purpose of State Parks is to
refresh and strengthen and renew tired
people, and fit them for the common
round of daily life,” Richard Lieber wrote.

“In conclusion, I hope and trust that the
small beginning we have made will have
laid the foundation for a comprehensive
system of State Parks which will not only
stand forever as a token of the past, but
which will bring health, wealth and hap-
piness to our own generation and the
many that will come after us.”

McCormick’s Creek and Turkey Run
were presented to the State on December
16, 1916, as Indiana’s first two state parks,
representing a gift to Indiana citizens to
mark the first 100 years of statehood.

Richard Lieber later became the first di-
rector of the Department of Conservation,
the predecessor of today’s DNR.

DNR director Cameron Clark noted at
the morning ceremony at McCormick’s
Creek that the agency’s Division of State
Parks has grown to include 24 state parks,
eight reservoir properties, and seven state
park inns. The division encompass about
170,000 acres with 2,000 building, 700
miles of trails, 38 state-dedicated nature
preserves embedded with parks, 8,400
campsites, more than 200 shelters, 22 na-
ture centers, 16 swimming pools, 15
beaches, 631 hotel/lodge rooms and 149
cabins.

State Parks all across Indiana will con-
tinue the celebration through 2016 with a
variety of special events. For more infor-
mation on dates and locations, go to IN-
StateParks100.com.

State parks begin 100th anniversary celebrationIndiana Bicentennial Birding Big Year starts January 1

The 6th Annual Sportsman’s Expo will be
held Saturday January 9 from 8:30 a.m.-4
p.m. at 

Lawrence County Fairgrounds Expo Hall
located at 11261 US Highway 50 West in
Bedford.

There will be an American Red Cross
Blood Drive from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. No ap-
pointment is needed.

Admission to the expo is free. There will
also be a free grab and go wild game lunch
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., while supplies last

Music by the High Sierra (gospel bluegrass
band) will be from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 3-4
p.m. Door prizes will be awarded every hour
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and you must be present
to win.

The following seminars will be held during
the expo:

Turkey Calls by Red Dog Calls-9-9:30
a.m. and 1-1:30 p.m.

Traditional Bow Hunting-9:30-10 a.m. and
1:30-2 p.m.

Modern Archery-10-10:30 a.m. and 2-2:30
p.m.

Fishing by Bass Crazy 365-10:30-11 a.m.
and 2:30-3 p.m.

For more information, contact Greg or
Becky Eads at 812-279-0131 Ext. 6 or 812-
279-5103. For booth rental information, con-
tact Kim Hamlin at 812-276-3125. you can
also email Sportsmansexpo@gmail.com or
like the event on Facebook, Sportsman Expo
2016.

Sixth Annual Sportsman’s Expo to be held in Bedford

www.bowlingmassage.com
www.generalrentalinc.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/My-Mommys-Garden-Greenhouse-LLP/144821312252019?ref=ts#!/pages/Midwest-Satellite-Systems-Inc/128375093875915
www.ishalaw.com
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Calendar of Events
Loogootee Revival Center 
Christmas services

The Loogootee Revival Center Church,
205 NW First Street, will be having their an-
nual Prayer & Anointing Service on Sunday,
December 27 at 9:30 a.m. This is a time
when each family is anointed with oil and
prayed for.
Health department holiday schedule
The Martin County Health Department

Immunization Clinic will be CLOSED on
Wednesday, December 23. The Hoosier Up-
lands, Martin County Health Department and
Martin County WIC offices will be
CLOSED December 24 and 25 for the
Christmas holiday. Regular office hours will
resume on Monday, December 28. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

The Loogootee United Methodist Church
at 208 West Main Street invites you to join
them for a special night of worship on Christ-
mas Eve at 6 p.m. Throughout Advent, they
have been looking forward to Christmas
through the series entitled, Our Coming Sav-
ior. On this special night they complete this
series with a candlelight Communion Serv-
ice in the sanctuary. 

SOAR Tutoring
Need Skills? SOAR tutors can help! Free

and confidential. Call or text Beverly at 812-
709-1618 to learn more. Located in the Mar-
tin County Community Learning Center
Improve your Skills, Improve your Life!

Solid waste board
The Martin County Solid Waste Board

holds their monthly meetings on the third
Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. at the re-
cycling center located at 500 Industrial Park
Drive in Loogootee. The meetings are open

to the public and anyone is invited to attend.
Humane society meetings

The Martin County Humane Society meets
on the third Friday of the month at the animal
shelter at 507 N Oak Street in Loogootee, at
7 p.m. Members of the humane society are
invited to attend. 

Tourism meetings
The MCCC Tourism Committee meets on

the third Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m.
in the basement of the Shoals Public Library.
The public is invited to attend.

Soil and Water meetings
The Martin County SWCD meets the third

Monday of the month at the SWCD office
located at Martin County Learning Center.
Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays
except Thursdays when it is closed. Visit
www.martinswcd. com or call at 295-3149.

ANIMAL SHELTER
Pet of the Week

Buster is a male pit mix, weighs 70+
pounds. He is very sweet, loves people, loves
to be outside. He is neutered and up to date
on his shots. Adoption fee is $80. The shelter
hours are Wednesday 5-7 p.m., Saturday 11
a.m.-2 p.m. or by appointment another day.
Adoption fee includes spay/neuter, vaccina-
tions, an adoption goodie bag, and a free bag
of Hill’s Science Diet food.
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On this eve before Christmas Eve, I
thought it would be appropriate to share the
lyrics of the Vince Gill song, “Let There Be
Peace On Earth.” It’s always been one of
my favorites and with the world situation as
it is, maybe it’s more appropriate than ever.

----------------------------------------------
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth
The peace that was meant to be.
With God as our father
Brothers all are we.
Let me walk with my brother
In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me
Let this be the moment now.
With every step I take
Let this be my solemn vow.
To take each moment
And live each moment
With peace eternally.

Let there be peace on earth,
And let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth
The peace that was meant to be.
With god as our father
Brothers all are we.
Let me walk with my brother
In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me
Let this be the moment now.
With every step I take
Let this be my solemn vow.
To take each moment
And live each moment
In peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me.
----------------------------------------------

Make someone smile today and 
Merry Christmas everyone!

Bicentennial donations
Two local businesses recently donated to the Martin County Bicentennial Commit-

tee. Shown above are employees of Old National Bank, who donated $1,000 to be
used in the bicentennial celebration on September 13, 2016. From left to right are
Joy Gibson, Old National Bank Shoals Branch Manager; Kathy Havill, Old National
Bank Commercial Loan Officer; Susan Arthur, Old National Bank Loogootee Branch
Manager; Marie Hawkins, 2016 State Bicentennial County Coordinator; and Loo-
gootee Mayor Noel Harty, Bicentennial Committee. Shown in the photo below is
Richard Burch (on the left), of Midwestern Engineers, who donated $1,000 to the bi-
centennial celebration. Burch is shown with Marie Hawkins, 2016 State Bicentennial
County Coordinator and Loogootee Mayor Noel Harty Bicentennial Committee.

-Photos by Shyann Hibbs

Charity project
Employees of Loughmiller Machine, Tool & Design in Loogootee donated money

from their paychecks all year as part of a charity project. With what they collected,
they were able to donate to four charities in the area. They donated to Santa Joe, an
employee at the company that provides toys for families in need in the Lawrence
County area. They also donated to the Salvation Army Red Kettle Fund and the Loo-
gootee United Methodist Church Food Pantry along with the Martin County Humane
Society. Shown above are employees of Loughmiller’s with Santa Joe and in the photo
below are Donnie Reinhart and CJ Cooper, Loughmiller employees, presenting $150
worth of cat litter to Theresa Abney, board member of the Martin County Humane
Society. The Loughmiller employees challenge other groups to consider trying a
Charity Fund. Just a few dollars every pay from several people makes a difference
in a year’s time.

-Top photo provided, bottom photo by Courtney Hughett
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Governor Mike Pence on December 9
joined state and local leaders to open I-69
Section 4 in Greene and Monroe counties.
Following the ceremony, Governor Pence led
a caravan to open the new 27 miles between
U.S. 231 near Naval Support Activity Crane
and State Road 37 south of Bloomington.

“Hoosiers know that roads mean jobs, and
this new interstate section is a key compo-
nent to the economic vitality and develop-
ment of southwest Indiana,” said Governor
Pence. “Finishing what we’ve started with I-
69 will connect an entire region of our state
with improved access to jobs, education and
healthcare.”

Purdue University researchers tracked
State Road 45 travel times within the past
month and predict that the new I-69 section
opening today will save commuters, on av-
erage, 18 minutes of travel-time. Purdue per-
formed a similar study before the first I-69
sections opened in 2012 and estimated a 38-
minute travel-time savings between Evans-
ville and Crane.

“Projects like I-69 illustrate the Indiana
Department of Transportation’s strong com-
mitment to modernizing Indiana’s trans-
portation infrastructure,” Indiana
Department of Transportation Commissioner
Brandye Hendrickson said. “The more than
$1 billion invested in Indiana’s roads over
the last two years combined with Governor
Pence’s 21st Century Crossroads plan have
Indiana positioned to remain the Crossroads
of America for generations.”

The new I-69 section has three new exits
at State Road 45, State Road 445 and State
Road 37. Teardrop-shaped roundabouts are
used to control State Road 445 traffic at the
I-69 Exit 104 ramps near the Greene-Monroe
county line.

“The new I-69 will easily connect the third
largest naval installation in the world’s na-
tional experts with DoD, industrial and aca-
demic leaders to develop advanced
war-fighting technology,” said Capt. JT
Elder, commanding officer for the Naval
Surface Warfare Center, Crane Division.

“Our infrastructure is one of the many rea-
sons Indiana is recognized as a great place to
do business,” said Becky Skillman, former
Lieutenant Governor and president and CEO
of Radius Indiana. “This new-terrain inter-
state with sections wide open for develop-
ment will be a game changer for many
communities.”

“Interstate 69 construction continues to
progress north at a steady clip,” said Kevin
Brinegar, chair of the Hoosier Voices for I-
69 Board of Directors. “Today’s opening of
I-69 Section 4 is the first, important link in
establishing a direct, four-lane that connects
Evansville and Indianapolis with the global
economy.”

Although Section 4 is now open to traffic,
I-69 construction continues. Inspections and
punch-list items will require occasional lane
closures into 2016 between Crane and
Bloomington. Traffic should expect delays at
traffic shifts and lane closures as State Road
37 is upgraded to I-69 from Bloomington to
Martinsville.

For more about the I-69 extension in
southwest Indiana, visit
www.i69indyevn.org, and a video to assist in
navigating the new roundabout interchange
can be found here:
https://youtu.be/x70zD6ntRuU

Aerial footage of the new I-69 section, in-
cluding 360-degree views of exits and major
bridges can be found at
https://youtu.be/41Pqh2DHsK4.

Governor leads caravan to open
new 27-mile long section of I-69

Governor Mike Pence joined executives
from 17 companies across Indiana today to
announce expansion plans that are expected
to create a combined 648 new jobs in Allen,
Boone, Clark, Hamilton, Marion, Shelby and
Vanderburgh counties. These new jobs are
anticipated to pay an average annual salary
higher than $82,900, which is 85 percent
higher than the state’s average wage.

“This year, Indiana set an historic employ-
ment record with more Hoosiers working
now than at any time in our state’s 200-year
history,” said Governor Mike Pence. “And
that number continues to rise because job
creators, like those joining us here today, rec-
ognize the benefits of doing business in the
Hoosier state. Companies both large and
small are finding success and creating jobs
across Indiana because we are a state that
works.”

Last Thursday’s news is part of another
record-breaking year of economic develop-
ment results, with the Indiana Economic De-
velopment Corporation (IEDC) securing
Hoosier job commitments with 323 compa-
nies from around the state, nation and world
– up from 285 company commitments in
2014 and the highest on record since the
IEDC was established in 2005. Together,
these companies have committed to creating
26,555 new jobs over the next few years and
investing more than $4.79 billion in their In-
diana operations.

These 26,555 positions, which encompass
all IEDC projects in 2015, are expected to
pay an average hourly wage of $24.87,
which is more than a 14 percent increase
from IEDC project wages last year and is
above both the current state ($21.55/hour)
and national average wages. More than 50
percent of the companies committing to ex-
pand their operations – 165 in total – will cre-
ate jobs with average salaries above the
state’s average. These higher-wage commit-
ments are expected to pay an average hourly
wage of $32.82. Nearly 30 percent of these
expansions that will pay salaries above the
state’s average are in the manufacturing in-
dustry.

“Indiana’s roots in manufacturing and agri-
culture continue to hold, and we are seeing
these industries advance as technology and
capabilities progress,” said Governor Pence.

“Meanwhile, the Hoosier State’s economy is
diversifying with remarkable growth in our
technology, life sciences and aviation/aero-
space sectors. Companies from Rolls-Royce
and GM to Emarsys and Appirio are choos-
ing to invest in Indiana because of our efforts
to cut costs and taxes while investing in our
Hoosier workforce and communities
statewide.”

In 2015, the IEDC secured commitments
from 59 companies in the tech industry, a
156 percent increase from 2014. These ex-
pansions account for 4,622 planned Hoosier
jobs – an 89 percent increase from commit-
ted tech jobs in 2014 – and $159.67 million
in planned capital investment in Indiana.
These tech jobs are expected pay average an-
nual salaries above $72,000.

The 17 companies announcing plans to
create high-wage jobs in Indiana include:

• AgReliant Genetics
• Balance Digital Marketing
• Creative Solutions Consulting (CSCI)
• DK Pierce
• Emmis Communications
• Level Up Development
• LifeShare Technologies
• Mediaura
• Microbide
• MorphoTrust USA
• One View
• Performance Assessment Network (PAN)
• Pondurance
• Sells Group (SG)
• STLogics
• Thieneman Construction
• Vertical Edge Consulting Group
Last Thursday’s news comes at a time

when national publications and site selection
consultants are recognizing Indiana as a top
location for business growth. Highlights
from 2015 include a best-in-the-Midwest
ranking from Chief Executive magazine, a
top-10-state-for-doing-business ranking from
Forbes and a top-three-in-the-nation ranking
from corporate site selector Pollina Corpo-
rate Real Estate.

Full details about each company’s expan-
sion, job creation plans and committed in-
centives from the state and local
communities are available at
http://iedc.in.gov/assets/files/IEDC_year-
End-Press-Release.pdf.

Companies to add 600+
high-wage jobs for Hoosiers

Radius Indiana last Wednesday announced
that Jeff Quyle has been appointed Chief Op-
erating Officer, a new position within Ra-
dius. The strategic addition strengthens the
regional economic partnership by creating a
succession plan for its top leadership, which
ensures continuity for economic and work-
force development initiatives.

“We are delighted to welcome Jeff to the
Radius team. He is a seasoned, economic de-
velopment professional who is uniquely
qualified to lead efforts in the region,” said
Becky Skillman, Radius Indiana CEO. “I
have tremendous confidence in Jeff's ability
to capitalize on upcoming opportunities for
Southwest Central Indiana, and to drive pro-
grams that will make a transformational
change for our workforce and businesses.”

Beginning January 5, 2016, Quyle will
take a lead role on major initiatives, as di-
rected by the CEO and Board of Directors,
and provide strategic oversight and direction
for business development including defense
industry, manufacturing, workforce, educa-
tion and tourism activities of the organiza-
tion. In promoting Radius Indiana's
economic development, he also will work to
enhance relationships with key business,
community and government leaders at the
regional, state, national and international
level.

“This opportunity to become part of the

Radius Indiana team is a dream position for
anyone who works in economic develop-
ment in Indiana, and I am deeply honored to
be given this chance to participate in one of
the best organizations in southern Indiana,”
Quyle said. 

Prior to this appointment, Quyle served as
the Economic Development Coordinator for
Hoosier Energy and has more than 25 years’
experience working for rural electric coop-
eratives in Indiana. He is an appointee (since
2010) to the Indiana General Assembly's In-
terim Study Committee on Economic Devel-
opment Incentives. He is also a member of
the Morgan County Council, a former ap-
pointee to the Indiana Air Pollution Control
Board, and a member of the Indiana Farm
Bureau Property Tax Task Force.

Quyle is past chairman of the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA) Legislative Committee and past
president of the Morgan County local eco-
nomic development organization. He was a
founding member of the board of the Indiana
Rural Development Council, and has been a
presenter and moderator for the Indiana Eco-
nomic Development Association. 

Quyle is past chairman of the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA) Legislative Committee and past
president of the Morgan County local eco-
nomic development organization. 

Radius Indiana names Jeff
Quyle Chief Operating Officer

On January 1, 2016, Indiana businesses
will be able to choose to register with the
Indiana Secretary of State’s office as a ben-
efit corporation. Businesses that choose to
be a benefit corporation are allowed to in-
corporate a social mission with their finan-
cial goals. Previously, corporate laws have
not provided an exemption to shareholder
supremacy. This limited how much a corpo-
ration could give back to the community.
When businesses register as a benefit cor-
poration, it enables the corporation to put its
social mission of giving back alongside
making money.

“Traditional corporate law has required
directors to place profits above all else,”
said Secretary Lawson. “Allowing busi-
nesses to register with my office as a benefit
corporation will allow them to incorporate
their social mission into the core of their
business.”

Benefit corporations are similar to tradi-
tional for-profit corporations but they differ
in one important respect. They expand the
obligation of boards, requiring them to con-
sider environmental and social factors, as
well as the financial interest of sharehold-

ers. This gives directors and officers the
legal protection to pursue a mission and
consider the impact their business has on
their public benefit.

“Over the past two years, I’ve had numer-
ous discussions with business owners about
providing tools to allow businesses to better
emphasize social responsibility alongside
profit,” State Representative Casey Cox (R-
Fort Wayne) said. “This legislation is a great
step toward retaining and attracting creative
entrepreneurs and job creators to Indiana.”

Existing and new businesses in the state
of Indiana may choose to become a benefit
corporation. It is recommended that busi-
nesses consult an attorney, accountant or
business advisor about what structure is best
before making any changes.

Businesses that are ready to make the
switch can find the forms online at
In.Gov/sos. To make the switch or register
a new business as a benefit corporation, the
forms can be filled out and mailed along
with a filing fee to the Secretary of State’s
office at 302 W. Washington Street, Room
E-018, Indianapolis, IN 46204. Business
may also drop them off at the office.

Indiana corporations can now put giving back
to the community ahead of making profits
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It is likely that prices of natural gas - now
at their lowest in two decades - will be even
lower during the home heating season next
winter, Purdue University energy economist
Wally Tyner says.

In another good sign for low energy costs
for consumers, Tyner also expects gasoline
prices to stay in the range of $2 to $2.50 a
gallon for much of 2016.

Consumers already are seeing lower heat-
ing bills this winter even before the recent
price drop. Tyner said that while the price of
natural gas in December is the lowest it has
been since 1994, consumers won’t see the
full benefit of that in their gas bills this win-
ter. That is because most of the natural gas
that will be delivered this winter has already
been contracted.

“However, it likely means that home heat-
ing costs will fall more next winter,” he said.

Tyner lists several “supply-and-demand
drivers” that are keeping the price of natural
gas so low:

* Natural gas is produced from both con-
ventional and shale oil and gas formations,
so the “fracking” boom has led to large sup-
ply increases of natural gas.

* The large supply increase has been faster
than the rate of demand increase, so price has

come down. Also, there is little international
trade in natural gas, so the export market is
quite limited.

* While the low price has discouraged ad-
ditional drilling for natural gas, oil and gas
drilling efficiency has increased tremen-
dously the past 2-3 years.

* Normally, natural gas is put in storage in
summer months, and the stored gas is used
over the winter months. This year, however,
so far the winter has been abnormally warm.
Natural gas storage facilities are approaching
full capacity, and limited additional storage
is putting tremendous downward pressure on
prices.

Tyner noted that natural gas is used not
only by many consumers for home heating
but also by industry for process heat and to
generate electricity.

“Changes in natural gas prices, therefore,
ripple widely through the economy,” he said.

For gasoline, Tyner explained that price
prospects depend mainly on what happens to
the price of crude oil. Crude oil briefly was
about $32 per barrel in December 2008 and
January 2009. Today, it is about $35. He said
forecasts for crude prices for 2016 range
from falling to about $20 to increasing to $60
or more.

“My sense is that we are near the bottom
for crude oil and that it will remain relatively
low for much of 2016,” he said.

Tyner: Natural gas prices
expected to stay low, too
BY KEITH ROBINSON
Purdue University News Service

New Year’s Eve Watermelon Drop
in Vincennes to be biggest ever

With the addition of an internationally
acclaimed Night Time Air Show, the 8th
Annual New year’s Eve Watermelon Drop
in Vincennes will be the biggest one in the
event’s storied history, with activities
planned from late afternoon on December
31 through early January 1.

It will also be Indiana’s FIRST 2016 Bi-
centennial event—since it takes place in
the very first second of the Bicentennial
year, which organizers say is appropriate
since Vincennes is Indiana’s first city,
founded in 1732.

The wildly wacky Watermelon Drop
will feature the introduction of a Night
Time Air Show, featuring 10+ airplanes
over the Wabash River, compliments of
Team AeroDynamix, and sponsored by the
National Watermelon Association. With pi-
lots coming from the southeastern U.S.,
this internationally recognized air show
team will perform an exciting routine of
precision formation with more airplanes in
the aerobatic box at one time than any
other air show team in the world.

The evening will also feature music by
the band Hot Rod Lincoln, prior to the tra-
ditional fireworks and 16 watermelons
dropping to a “splatform” at midnight. It is
an event that continues to grow, attracting
national and international attention since it
began in 2008. Two years ago, the Water-
melon Drop attracted CNN’s live coverage
during its New year’s Eve show with an
audience of more than 2 million viewers.

This year there will be seven food ven-
dors throughout the evening--including
Evansville’s Revolution Pizza served from
a double-decker Bus--drinks of all vari-
eties, stage entertainment, and additional
entertainment in festival tents.

“We are delighted that the Watermelon
Drop will be the first 2016 official legacy
event of Indiana’s Bicentennial celebra-
tion.  It’s only fitting that the place where
Indiana history started will be the kickoff
to this exciting year of statewide celebra-
tion,” said Mark Hill, chair of the Knox
County Bicentennial Committee. Hill
noted that the festival's site is historic, sur-
rounded by the George Rogers Clark Na-
tional Historical Park, Lincoln Memorial
Bridge, Indiana’s First Main Street, and In-
diana's legendary Wabash River--all key
features of Indiana's history.

Since the Watermelon Drop began, it has
attracted major attention for Vincennes and
Indiana’s role in national watermelon pro-
duction. In fact, last year Smithsonian
magazine choose a photo of Vincennes’
Watermelon Drop to illustrate its feature
story, “From Possums to 200 Pounds of
Bologna: Weird Things Cities Drop on
New year’s Eve.” The article noted that
“crystal balls aren’t the only things used to
mark the New year—in many places
across the United States, cities drop objects
that reflect local flavor and culture,” such
as watermelons.

In August, the Watermelon Drop was
also one of only two U.S. festivals listed
by the British publication, The Guardian,
in its list of the world’s “best small festi-
vals,” as recommended by its readers.
Joining the Watermelon Drop were festi-
vals from Germany, Ireland, Italy, France,
Switzerland, Vietnam, and Ithaca, New
york. The article, which featured a photo
of Vincennes’ giant watermelon, also men-
tioned the community’s summer Water-
melon Festival.

Past Watermelon Drops have been fea-
tured on the CBS Sunday Morning Show
and Country Living’s “7 Wacky Ways to
Ring in the New year.” The editors of the
world’s largest travel site, TripAdvisor,
Inc., listed the event among its 2011 “Top
Ten Quirkiest New year’s Eve Celebra-
tions in America”—a list that also included
North Carolina’s Possum Drop and Al-
abama’s Moon Pie Drop.

“Where else but Vincennes can you
watch a 500-pound watermelon rise high
in the sky as midnight approaches, culmi-

nating in 16 Knox County watermelons
dropped on our “splatform” at the stroke
of midnight—including fireworks? Add to
that the night time air show and there re-
ally is no better way to ring in the New
year,” said Rick Linenburg, one of the
founding members of the National Water-
melon Drop Committee.

Linenburg said the committee is also
proud that the Watermelon Drop was se-
lected the #1 Festival in the Vincennes
Sun-Commercial’s 2015 Reader’s Choice
Awards, as well as among the top two
community events. He said the awards re-
flect the community’s growing pride in the
event as well as the watermelons that
Knox County has become known for.

Entertaining the crowd leading to the
midnight countdown will be Master Chef
Joseph Poon, who has been featured on
many TV shows, such as “Late Night” and
“Ellen DeGeneres Show,” where he has
demonstrated the phenomenal watermelon
carving skills that he will bring to Vin-
cennes. “We are delighted to welcome
back, by popular demand, Chef Poon. We
thank the National Watermelon Promotion
Board for sponsoring his fascinating per-
formance,” Linenburg said.

Other attractions this year include Na-
tional Watermelon Queen Emily Brown
and Illiana Watermelon Queen Lindsey
Hampton, music, food and merchandise
vendors, a wine and beer garden, and the
2015 American computer-animated family
comedy film, “Minions II,” shown in our
heated movie tent.

Since its creation in 2008, the 18-foot
watermelon has become a star attraction in
Vincennes, including being featured in the
town's July 4th and Christmas parades, as
well as its summer Watermelon Festival.
People also enjoy sharing photographs and
videos of themselves standing next to the
18-foot-long watermelon throughout the
evening on New year’s Eve.

The Watermelon Festival has come a
long way since a few friends gathered at a
small New year’s party at a Vincennes
home and asked themselves the question,
“Why don’t we drop something in town to
celebrate the New year?”

“It is incredible that this year, thanks to
the generosity of many sponsors and
donors, our budget for the celebration is in
the neighborhood of $90,000, and it still is
an all-volunteer organization that brings
together the creativity and can-do spirit of
the community that we love,” Linenburg

Tent space is available for private fam-
ily, company, or organization’s New year’s
Eve parties. For more information about
reserving tent space, contact the Vin-
cennes/Knox County Visitors and Tourism
Bureau at 812-886-0400.

Calling the Watermelon Drop an “inspi-
rational start to the New year,” Linenburg
said the Poet Laureate of Vincennes sums
up the anticipation of the growing number
of fans of the event in this parody poem:

“‘Twas the night before New year’s,
when all through the town, all the people
were stirring and riverfront bound. The
watermelons were shined and stacked with
care, in hopes to be selected for a launch
through the air. The revelers in Vincennes
were all snug and well fed, while visions
of smashing watermelons danced in their
head.”

WHy IS THE WATERMELON DROP
IN VINCENNES?

According to the Illiana Watermelon As-
sociation, one of the sponsors of the Wa-
termelon Drop, the credit for the wide
popularity of Knox County’s great-tasting
watermelons is ideal soil deposited by the
great glaciers of the Ice-Age. The result is
thousands of acres of melon fields in and
around Knox County that produce over
7,000 semi truckloads of watermelons
every summer. As the county seat of Knox
County, Vincennes is proud to features lo-
cally grown watermelons for its New
year’s Eve celebration.

The Indiana Arts Commission (IAC) an-
nounced today that its Regional Arts Partners
will soon begin accepting applications for
Arts Operating Support (AOS I), and Arts
Project Support (APS) Regional Initiative
Grants for Fiscal year 2017. Online applica-
tions will open January 1, 2016.

Arts Operating Support I grants provide
annual operating support for the ongoing
artistic and administrative functions of eligi-
ble arts organizations that provide quality
arts activities. Arts Project Support grants
provide support for distinct aspect of an or-
ganization’s arts activities, such as a one-
time event; a single production; an
exhibition; an educational seminar; or series
of related arts activities, such as art classes
or training sessions. 

These grants are managed through the Re-
gional Arts Partners, which are community-
based Indiana organizations that focus on
providing better access to a variety of arts
services in their counties. Application and re-
porting details vary by region. A listing of
Regional Arts Partners can be found at
www.in.gov/arts/2482.htm. 

Organizations in Region 7 (Boone, Hamil-
ton, Hancock, Hendricks, Johnson, Marion
or Shelby counties) now will make their ap-
plication through the new Regional Arts
Partner, Butler University.

Application deadlines for RIG (AOS I &
APS) grants are as follows:

Regions 1, 2, 4, 6, 9 and 12 due 4:30 p.m.
(EST) March 1, 2016

Regions 3, 5, 7, 8 and 10 due 4:30 p.m.
(EST) March 3, 2016

Organizations that are not currently recip-
ients of Arts Operating Support grants and
intend to apply through their Regional Arts
Partner organization must first submit a No-
tice of

Intent to Apply. These organizations have
until 4:30 p.m. (EST) January 15, 2016 to
submit their notice of intent located here
http://tinyurl.com/pthjtrj. 

Questions regarding the Notice of Intent
should be directed to IAC Director of Pro-
grams, Paige Sharp at psharp@iac.in.gov. 

The Indiana Arts Commission is dedicated
to the vision of the arts everywhere, every
day, for everyone in Indiana.

Arts Commission soon accepting 
applications for Regional Initiative Grants

The Indiana Office of Community and
Rural Affairs (OCRA) recently announced
the launch of their new Indiana Site Certified
(ISC) program at the Indiana Economic De-
velopment Association’s (IEDA) Annual
Conference. The program is designed to
build upon what is currently known as the In-
diana Shovel Ready certification, to validate
sites that are ready for economic develop-
ment opportunities.

The goal of the ISC program is to assist In-
diana cities and towns: 

-Illustrate the communities‘ commitment
to economic growth

-Mitigate risks for businesses who want to
locate or expand their operations in Indiana

-Serve as a marketing tool to promote sites
that are ready for development 

ISC recognizes three tiers of readiness: Sil-
ver, Gold and Prime:

Silver–defines boundaries with a clear
title, establishes a price, demonstrates exec-
utive level local government support, defines
utility capacity and distance, and provides
documentation such as Phase I environmen-
tal assessment, ALTA, topographical and
property layout.

Gold–builds upon Silver by requiring a
minimum of 20 contiguous acres, a location

no more than 5 miles away from a state high-
way, a completed geo tech study, a seismic
hazard map, proper zoning, a desktop ar-
chaeological investigation, utilities be lo-
cated to the property line or future build be
located in public right-of-way and area be
free from recognized environment concerns.

Prime–builds upon Gold by requiring 30
contiguous acres, a location no more than 2.5
miles away from a state highway, and an ar-
chaeological investigation. In addition, the
LUG, LEDO or REDO must own the prop-
erty or an option must be held with the
owner.

The ISC program is the result of a working
group made up of stakeholders who were
convened by OCRA to explore opportunities
for programmatic enhancement of the Indi-
ana Shovel Ready certification and further
develop ways to assist communities in best
practices to market their local sites. 

Communities of any size may apply for the
designation through OCRA. Applications for
certification are accepted on a rolling basis.
The first step is to contact your OCRA Com-
munity Liaison who will be able to offer cur-
rent program details, evaluate readiness to
proceed and provide application instruc-
tions.

Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs
announces Indiana Site Certified Program
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Indiana’s First Lady Karen Pence, along
with female statewide elected officials, an-
nounced details for the 2016 Hoosier Hero-
ines Essay Contest for students in the 5th
through 9th grades.

The annual competition was established
to celebrate Women’s History Month, annu-
ally celebrated in March. For 2016, in honor
of Indiana’s Bicentennial, students are
asked to write about currently living or
women from history who have made con-
tributions in the following categories: 

5th grade – Agriculture
6th grade – Suffrage
7th grade – Business
8th grade – Science
9th grade – Education
The submitted essays are then divided by

grade and judged by the female statewide
elected officials:

5th grade – Lt. Governor Sue Ellsper-
mann

6th grade – Secretary of State Connie
Lawson

7th grade – Auditor Suzanne Crouch
8th grade – Treasurer Kelly Mitchell
9th grade – Superintendent of Public In-

struction Glenda Ritz
Application forms, suggested topics and

further details can be found and submitted
electronically at
www.in.gov/gov/firstlady/files/Hoosier_He
roine_Essay_Contest_Packet_2016_PDF.p
df. Applications are being accepted until
February 22, 2016.

On March 30, 2016, a reception will be
held with the First Lady and elected offi-
cials to honor the selected winner from each
participating grade level at the Indiana
Statehouse. 

Hoosier Heroines Essay Contest launched by 
Indiana’s First Lady and female elected officials

Students, staff of the month
The Loogootee Elementary Students and Staff Member of the Month were recently

chosen for December. The character trait for this month’s honorees was self-control.
In the front row, from left to right are Brody Gilbertson, Mitchell Walton, Wayne
Steimel, Haley Mason, Austin Willis, and Jade Lawson. In the second row, from left
to right, are Landon Campbell, Anderson Williams, Olivia Nonte, Declan Todd, and
Mrs. Lawson. In the third row, from left to right, are Hayden McClure, Mackenzie
Craney, Isaac Waggner, Courtney Craig, and Brock Rayhill.

Bench donations
-Photos provided

The students at Loogootee Elementary
received three more playground benches,
thanks to three Loogootee businesses. The
most recent benches were donated by the
Dairy Master, Freedom Training-Angie
Gibson, and the Loogootee Knights of
Columbus #723. In the photo above, in the
front row, from left to right, are Connor
Swartzentruber, Brandon Bledsoe, Drew
Walker, Leighton Jeffers, Mackenzie
Craney, and Lily Moffatt. In the back row,
from left to right, are Angie Gibson, owner
of Freedom Training; Breigh LaMar, Em-
ployee of the Month at the Dairy Master;
and Pete Smith, owner of the Dairy Mas-
ter. In the photo below, in the front row,
from left to right, are Mackenzie Craney,
Leighton Jeffers, and Lily Moffatt. In the
back row is Brandon Parker, representing
Knights of Columbus.

Box Top contest
The Loogootee Elementary School-Community Council recently held their 1st

quarterly challenge. For this challenge, the members of the council were challenged
to collect Box Tops. Box Tops are found on hundreds of food and household product
packaging. The school receives 10 cents for each Box Top that is turned in. The winner
of the challenge was the Loogootee United Methodist Church, second place was the
German American Bank, and third place was CVS. Loogootee Elementary thanks
all of the members of the School-Community Council that collected Box Tops for
their school. Shown above, from left to right, are Sonja Bridgewater, representing
German American Bank (3rd place); Greg Davis, Jennifer Seger, Sammie Seger,
Joseph Seger, and Caleb Seger, representing Loogootee United Methodist Church
(1st place); and Kelli Mathies, representing CVS (2nd place).

Kids helping animals
The fourth graders at Loogootee Elementary brought in donations for the Martin

County Humane Society Animal Shelter instead of participating in a traditional gift
exchange at their Christmas party. The students brought in items that are needed at
the animal shelter and some even brought cash donations. Shown in the photo with
the items collected, from left to right, are Lily Moffatt, Mackenzie Craney, Brandon
Bledsoe, Leighton Jeffers, Connor Swartzentruber, and Drew Walker.
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Flute Day and Piano Day, a clinic designed
specifically to help flute and piano students
prepare for performance and competition,
will be held at Vincennes University’s Red
Skelton Performing Arts Center on January
16. Students in grades 8-12 are invited to at-
tend the workshop, hosted by the VU Depart-
ment of Music and Theatre.

The clinic is free and advance registration
is required.  Clinic hours are 9:30 a.m. (EST)
to 3:30 p.m. and lunch will be included.

With ISSMA solo and ensemble auditions
and other competitions coming up soon, Flute
Day and Piano Day will provide students
with valuable feedback from two members of
the VU music faculty, Claudia Bossard for
piano and Eric Bowling for flute.

Flutists may also sign up with a small en-

semble that includes at least three perform-
ers.

Participants will perform in a master class
setting and receive a recording of their coach-
ing session.  An additional workshop will en-
gage students through critical listening and
musical discussion.  Piano students will cover
tone and expression and have an interactive
warm-up demonstration.

Flutists will discuss practice techniques and
methods to solidify foundation of tone and in-
tonation.

Online registration can be completed at
https://vumusicandtheatre.wufoo.com/forms/
vincennes-university-piano-and-flute-day/.
For more information or to register, contact
Matthew Latta, 812-888-4351,
mlatta@vinu.edu.

Music clinic will help students prepare


