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Above is a rendering of the new 22,087-square foot activities center Loogootee

School plans to build, starting next year. The photo below is the new campus

layout.

Loogootee School ready to
request bids for new projects

BY COURTNEY HUGHETT
Martin County Journal Publisher

The Loogootee School Board met
Thursday, December 21. The topic of
discussion was the upcoming remodel
and expansion projects the school has
planned for 2024.

Plans for the new 22,087-square-foot
activities center were presented to the
board by architects from Myszak & Part-
ners. The project will be put out for bids
next month. The activities center will
have an upper mezzanine level contain-
ing two classrooms/meeting rooms, a
referee office, and restrooms. The low-
er level will have two basketball courts,
retractable bleachers to seat 300-400
people, a storage room weight room,
boys’ and girls’ locker rooms and two
restrooms. The building would also have
an elevator. The activities center will be
placed behind the high school and con-
nect to both Jack Butcher Arena and the
elementary school.

Principal Dr. Nancy Harrison ques-
tioned whether the partition that will go
on the upper mezzanine level, that al-
lows views of the basketball courts be-
low, would be high enough. She fears if
it 1s too low, students will climb it and
potentially fall. The architects said the
standard height is 42 inches, with verti-
cal slats. The board asked if it could be
a glass partition but higher, such as 48
inches. The architects explained that this
could be done, however, at a higher cost.
The board agreed they would like to look
into that change.

The board also decided to change the
roofline of the activities center to be
pitched instead of curved to save $50,000.
The board agreed that the pitched roof
design would match up with the auditori-
um building and also save money.

The architects noted that the sewer

lines running under the back parking lot
of the school, where the activities center
will be located, will have to be re-rout-
ed. They will also be creating a new road
around the backside of the building.

Plans were not yet available for the
remodel of the middle school building.
Superintendent Brian Harmon said he
would like to have access to those as
soon as possible so everyone has time to
review them.

The goal is to start the activities center
in the spring of 2024 with completion in
the summer of 2025. The middle school
remodel, new elementary playground
and bus barn are scheduled to begin in
the spring of 2024 with completion prior
to the start of the 2024-25 school year.

The school is estimating the projects to
cost $9.9 million with interest payments
of $7.1 million for a total cost of $17
million. The repayment term is 19 years
with a maximum annual payment by the
school of $917,000. This will increase
the tax rate for those in the Loogootee
School District by 0.3013 for a total of
1.0852 per $100 of assessed property
value. A home with an assessed value of
$100,000, with or without deductions,
would pay an additional $301.30 a year
in property taxes.

In other business, the board approved
the resignation of teacher Courtney Da-
vis, effective December 11 and of teacher
Audra McAtee effective December 22.

The board approved Alyssa Adams as
fifth grade teacher, Kristin Lottes as mid-
dle school Lionettes sponsor, and Reed
Wagler as part-time custodian.

The board approved the 2024-25
school calendar.

The board also discussed the need to
change the sports moratorium periods,
outside of what the state mandates. They
will continue that discussion at the Janu-
ary 11 meeting.
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Commissioners approve road work
bid, sublease in short meeting

BY COURTNEY HUGHETT
Martin County Journal Publisher

The Martin County Commissioners
held a quick 15-minute meeting Tues-
day, December 26. Commissioner Cody
Roush was not present. This was the
commissioners’ last meeting of the year.

The commissioners approved the
contract with Hoosier Uplands for the
health department with Attorney Dave
Lett saying he made one change per-
taining to proof of insurance.

Highway Superintendent Scott Seals
reported they still have a Gradall they
are trying to get running and a dump
truck with issues that need to be re-
paired.

The commissioners approved the
bid from Rejuvtec, opened at their last
meeting for $410,679.24. The company
will be applying a product that will pro-

long the life of the asphalt on the roads
paved so far with Community Crossings
grant funds. The asphalt life can be ex-
tended for another 5-7 years without
any new degrading. Seals said several
other counties have used the company
and are happy with the results.

Attorney Lett provided a sublease on
behalf of Martin County Soil and Water
for sharing space with the Martin Alli-
ance in their new building at 404 JFK
Avenue in Loogootee. The total rent for
the building is $1,000, with soil and wa-
ter paying $300 of that per month. The
commissioners approved the sublease. It
was noted that the Alliance has already
moved into the new building.

The courthouse will be closed Friday,
December 29 and Monday, January 1
in observance of New Years. The next
commissioners’ meeting is Tuesday,
January 9 at 9 a.m.

Attorney General announces
$700 million settlement with
Google over Play Store misconduct

Attorney General Todd Rokita today
announced a $700 million agreement
with Google in a lawsuit over Google’s
anticompetitive conduct with the Google
Play Store.

“When companies unlawfully monop-
olize markets, they cause real harm to
Hoosiers,” Attorney General Rokita said.
“They rob consumers of the ability to
choose from a wider array of product op-
tions that would otherwise be available,
and they artificially inflate the prices of
the choices that remain available. This
settlement demonstrates our commitment
to protect consumers and hold companies
accountable.”

A bipartisan group of 53 attorneys
general sued Google in 2021 alleging
that Google unlawfully monopolized the
markets for Android app distribution and
in-app payment processing. Specifically,
the states claimed that Google signed an-
ticompetitive contracts to prevent other
app stores from being preloaded on An-
droid devices, induced key app develop-
ers who might have launched rival app
stores, and created technological barriers
to deter consumers from directly down-
loading apps to their devices.

The states announced a settlement in
principle on September 5, 2023, and to-
day released the finalized terms of that
deal.

Google will pay $630 million in restitu-
tion, minus costs and fees, to consumers
who made purchases on the Google Play
Store between August 2016 and Septem-
ber 2023 and were harmed by Google’s
anticompetitive practices. Google will
pay the states an additional $70 million
in penalties.

People eligible for restitution do not
have to submit a claim. They will re-
ceive automatic payments through PayP-
al or Venmo, or they can elect to receive
a check or ACH transfer. More details
about that process will be forthcoming.

The agreement also requires Google to
reform its business practices in the fol-
lowing ways:

-Give all developers the ability to al-

low users to pay through in-app billing
systems other than Google Play Billing
for at least five years.

-Allow developers to offer cheaper
prices for their apps and in-app prod-
ucts for consumers who use alternative,
non-Google billing systems for at least
five years.

-Permit developers to steer consumers
toward alternative, non-Google billing
systems by advertising cheaper prices
within their apps themselves for at least
five years.

-Not enter contracts that require the
Play Store to be the exclusive, pre-loaded
app store on a device or home screen for
at least five years.

-Allow the installation of third-party
apps on Android phones from outside
the Google Play Store for at least seven
years.

-Revise and reduce the warnings that
appear on an Android device if a user
attempts to download a third-party app
from outside the Google Play Store for at
least 5 years.

-Maintain Android system support for
third-party app stores, including allow-
ing automatic updates, for four years.

-Not require developers to launch their
app catalogs on the Play Store at the
same time as they launch on other app
stores for at least four years.

-Submit compliance reports to an in-
dependent monitor who will ensure that
Google is not continuing its anticompeti-
tive conduct for at least 5 years.

For much of this case, the attorneys
general litigated alongside Epic Games
and Match, two major app developers.
Match announced a separate settlement
earlier this year, while Epic Games took
its case to trial. Early last week, a jury
unanimously found that Google’s anti-
competitive conduct violated federal an-
titrust laws.

Attorneys general from all 50 states
participated in this lawsuit — along with
attorneys general from the District of Co-
lumbia and the territories of Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands.
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Department of Insurance warns Hoosiers to be
cautious of discount offers for insurance plans

The Indiana Department of Insurance
is issuing a warning to Hoosiers seeking
health insurance coverage through the Fed-
eral Marketplace. The department advises
caution regarding websites offering re-
wards like debit or cash cards in exchange
for signing up through them. These “lead
generating” websites collect users’ person-
al information and may provide inaccurate
information about insurance coverage. The
department urges Indiana residents to exer-
cise skepticism regarding third-party web-
sites promoting marketplace health plans
and incentives.

“Consumers should verify information
directly through official marketplace re-
sources before entering any personal de-
tails or selecting a plan,” stated Alexandria
Peck, Indiana Department of Insurance
Chief Deputy Commissioner of Compli-
ance. If you suspect fraud, contact the In-
diana Attorney General’s office at www.
in.gov/attorneygeneral/consumer-protec-
tion-division.

“If you need assistance, an Indiana Nav-
igator can assist you with the process of

signing up for marketplace coverage or you
can contact an insurance agent,” Peck stat-
ed. You may work with an Indiana Naviga-
tor in any county in Indiana free of charge.
Find a Navigator in your area.

The Indiana Department of Insurance
provides a Marketplace Insurance Provid-
ers Map to help you determine what insur-
ance providers are in your county. Hoosiers
may be entitled to enhanced financial assis-
tance and subsidies via the American Res-
cue Plan and the Inflation Reduction Act.

Visit Healthcare.gov to learn about the
different types of plans offered through the
marketplace.

Important Dates

December 15, 2023: Last day to enroll in
or change plans and pay the first month’s
premium for coverage to start January I,
2023.

January 15, 2024: Last day to enroll in or
change a 2024 health plan and pay the first
month’s premium for coverage to start Feb-
ruary 1, 2024. After January 15, 2024, you
can enroll in or change plans only if you
qualify for a Special Enrollment Period.

Daviess Hospital Acute Care Unit now open

Daviess Community Hos-
pital is pleased to announce
the opening of the DCH
Acute Care Unit. Located
on the second floor of the
hospital, this latest in ex-
pansion of services for the
organization combines the
former Med Surg Unit with
the Intensive Care Unit.

The new space offers pa-
tients and their loved ones
a new level of comfort and
care, with sixteen private patient rooms
featuring the latest amenities and cut-
ting-edge technology. Careful consider-
ation was taken in the design of the new
center, as the DCH staff took an active role
in planning for patient accommodations.

Daviess Community Hospital is grateful
for the generosity of donors who have al-
ready pledged to support the renovations
for both the Acute Care Unit as well as,
the Emergency Department. They include
Chet & Pat Thompson, Tom and Marsha
Boyd, First Federal Bank, Myers LP Gas,
Jim and Sue Pearson, Jordan and Ashley
Sherman, NASCO Industries, Joe Wagler,
Dr. Thomas Waits, Dr. and Mrs. Greg
Brown, Nancy Devine, Daviess Commu-
nity Hospital Auxiliary, Dr. Suresh Lo-
hano, True Scripts Management Services
LLC, and to the many additional organi-
zations and individuals who have given to
the fundraising campaign but wish to re-
main anonymous.

Grant funds and proceeds from the 2022
and 2023 foundation events, including the
golf outing, year-end employee appeal,
Sk, and the Kentucky Derby event also
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provided support for this project thus far.

The Foundation Board at Daviess Com-
munity Hospital committed to raising
$1,000,000.00. They are confident that
the goal will be reached within the next
several months.

“At Daviess Community Hospital, we
understand that healthcare is changing,”
remarked Tracy Conroy, CEO. “It is our
mission to provide patients with the most
compassionate and advanced care in our
region. With the support of our communi-
ty, the newly renovated Acute Care Unit
and the upcoming renovation of the Emer-
gency Department will help us achieve
just that. We are committed to providing
the utmost comfort and convenience to
our patients during their hospital experi-
ence.”

A blessing and two open houses took
place on December 14 and December 15.
The first patient was admitted to the new
unit on Tuesday, December 19.

For more information about the DCH
expansion and Foundation fundraising
efforts, contact Angie Steiner at §12-254-
8858.
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“The most dangerous phrase in our
langmlge is,

“We've always done it
this way."”
-Admiral Grace Hopper

It may seem strange to plan your own cremation

. or funeral ceremony, but it ls the best way to

% ensure it’s what you want. It also helps your

family get everything taken care of in advance, so
they know they’re doing the right thing for you.

Gam peace I:)f mind by preplanning with a name

. youtrust.
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QUEEN-LEE CHAPEL

GEORGE FUNERAL CARE, LLC |

431 High Street
Shoals, Indiana 47581
812-247-3101 | |

Martin County Commissioners’
2024 Meeting Schedule

Each meeting begins at 9 a.m. in the commissioners’ meeting
room of the Martin County Courthouse, 129 Main Street, Shoals.

Tuesday, January 9
Tuesday, January 23
Tuesday, February 6
Tuesday, February 20
Tuesday, March 5
Tuesday, March 19
Tuesday, April 2
Tuesday, April 16
Wednesday, April 30

Tuesday, May 14
Tuesday, May 28
Tuesday, June 11
Tuesday, June 25
Tuesday, July 9
Tuesday, July 23
Tuesday, August 6
Tuesday, August 20

Tuesday, September 17
Tuesday, October 1
Tuesday, October 15
Tuesday, October 29

Tuesday, November 12

Tuesday, November 26

Tuesday, December 10
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Tuesday, September 3 :
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Monday, December 23 |
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Martin County Council
2024 Meeting Schedule

Each meeting begins at 6 p.m. in the commissioners’ meeting
room of the Martin County Courthouse, 129 Main Street, Shoals.

Monday, January 8
Monday, February 5
Monday, March 4
Monday, April 1
Monday, May 6
Monday, June 3
Monday, July 1
Monday, August 5

August budget workshops to be
determined
Monday, September 9 (Budget
public hearing)
Monday, October 7 (Budget
adoption)
Monday, November 4
Monday, December 2

L----------------------J

| Shoals Town Council 2024 Meeting Schedule 1

Each meeting begins at 4 p.m. in the Shoals Town Hall,
221 Low Street, Shoals..

Tuesday, January 2
Monday, February 12
Monday, March 11
Monday, April 8
Monday, May 13
Monday, June 10
Monday, July 8

Monday, August 12
Monday, September 9
Monday, October 7
Monday, November 4
Monday, December 9
(The year-end meeting will be set
at the December 9 meeting)
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MELISSA KOONTZ

Melissa Koontz passed away at 1:14
p.m. Monday, December 18, 2023, at her
home. A resident of
Crane, she was 52.

She was born
October 11, 1971,
in Linton; daughter
of Wyatt and Mary

Jane (Doane) Quill-
er.
S8 Melissa married
. 4 William Koontz
MELISSA on December 30,
KOONTZ 1989, and he sur-
vives.

She was employed as a laborer for La-
borers’ Local 741 for the last 19 years.
Melissa was a member of the VFW —
Post 9297 Ladies Auxiliary. She loved
spending time with her family and grand-
children. Melissa also enjoyed traveling.

Melissa was preceded in death by her
father, Wyatt Quiller; father-in-law, Ed-
die Koontz; and brother-in-law, Jimmy
Koontz.

She is survived by her husband, Wil-
liam Koontz; children, Brandon Koontz
(Mindy Rhoton), Marcy (John) McCue,
Mara (Rene) Lerma, Mandy Koontz
(Ryan Oder), and Marissa (Josh) Mc-
Guirk; mother, Mary Jane Quiller;
grandchildren, Jersey, Jason, Kynzey,
Emmalynn, Khloe, Edward, Kaedon,
Stephanie, Bryson, Melody, Gavyn, Ven-
tus, Magnolia, and Noah; siblings, Kristi
(Eddie) Harris and Bill (Jessica) Quiller;
mother-in-law, Delores Koontz; sisters-
in-law, Tiana (John) Faith and Rachel
Swaby.

Funeral services were conducted by
Pastor Jeff Williams at 12:00 p.m. today,

Wednesday, December 27 at Harvest
Community Church, Bloomfield. Burial
followed in Dishman Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions can be made to the Martin County
Humane Society.

Condolences may be made online at
www.blakefuneralhomes.com.

Blake Funeral Home is honored to
serve the family of Melissa Koontz.

TERRY SHAW

Terry “Teddy” Michael Shaw passed
away Wednesday, December 20, 2023,
at his home. A res-
ident of Shoals, he
| was 69.

He was born Sep-
| tember 16, 1954, in
y Washington; son of
William “Bill” and
Barbara Jean (Nor-
| ris) Shaw.

: Terry  married
TERRY SHAW  Rheta Crowder on
November 7, 1987, and she survives.

He graduated from Shoals High School
with the class of 1972 and worked at
United States Gypsum for 39 years where
he retired in 2011.

Terry was a member of the Church of
the Cross.

Terry loved hunting deer, squirrels,
rabbits, birds, enjoyed gardening and
sharing it with his neighbors, and travel-
ing to Gatlinburg. He helped open Lark
Valley Zip Lines in 2012 and helped
operate the zip line and the Lark Ranch
each fall. Terry enjoyed helping those in
need in the community. He loved spend-
ing time with his grandchildren, watch-
ing them grow up and play sports.

TOY’S AUTO

Loogootee Shoals
(812) 295-2312 (812) 247-3321
Sullivan Martinsville
(812) 268-5252  (765) 342-6623
Jasonville Bicknell

(812) 665-3969  (812) 735-3545

PARTS, INC.
Jasper Washington
(812) 634-2222 (812) 254-2540
Linton
(812) 847-4494
Bloomfield ITT YT4 )
(812) 384-4453

At Your Service

Surviving are his father, William “Bill”
Shaw; wife, Rheta; children, Eric (Jamie)
Shaw, Snoop (Kellie) Shaw, Joby (Miran-
da Tillett) Shaw, and Jonah Shaw; grand-
children, Maggie Shaw, Gracie Shaw,
Carson Shaw, Kenley Shaw, Kyra Shaw,
Kamdyn Shaw, Kamryn Shaw, Makenli
Evans, and Myla Evans; siblings, Sherri
(Jerry) Braun and Larry (Annette) Shaw;
his dog, Coco; special nieces and neph-
ew, Summer Myers, Cassidy Shaw, and
Herk Braun; and several cousins.

He was preceded in death by his moth-
er, Barbara Jean Shaw; son, William Ja-
cob Shaw; maternal grandparents, Virgil
and Eva Norris; and paternal grandpar-
ents, Toby and Grace Shaw.

A funeral service was held Saturday,
December 23 at the Shoals Christian
Church with Dennis Cecil officiating.
Burial followed in Spring Hill Cemetery.

Online condolences may be sent to the
family at www.queenlee.com.

TERRY QUINN

Terry G. Quinn passed away Saturday,
December 23, 2023, at his home. A resi-
dent of Shoals, he was 70.

He was born December 3, 1953, in
French Lick; son of Charles Cleo and
Lillian (Jones) Quinn.

He married Michelle Keyes on January
5, 1995, in Shoals.

Terry graduated from Shoals High
School with the class of 1971; worked
as a Silver Smith for over 30 years and
Kingdom Air for 10 years, where he re-
tired in 2020.

Surviving are his children, Christopher
(Kelsey) Janssen and Stephanie Janssen;
grandchildren, Heidi, Eric, Tanner, and
Sadie Janssen; siblings, Jack (Louise)
Quinn, Gerald (Gay) Quinn, Carl (Jan-
et) Quinn, and Irene Kyger; and several
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents; brothers, Gene, Cecil, Phillip, and
Edgar Quinn; and sister, Janette Berry.

Funeral services will be at 4 p.m. Sun-
day, December 31, at the Queen-Lee
Chapel of George Funeral Care, with Lo-
ren Quick officiating. Family burial will
be in Emmons Ridge Cemetery.

Visitation will be from 2 p.m. until the

Here

service hour on Sunday at the Queen-Lee
Chapel, Shoals.

Online condolences may be sent to the
family at www.queenlee.com.

LYDIA RASCHE

Lydia K. Rasche-Buechlein passed
away at 7:46 a.m. Saturday, Decem-
of ' ber 23, 2023, at
home. A resident of
Shoals, she was 40.

She was born in
| Huntingburg ~ on
March 28, 1983;
daughter of Arthur
and Pamela (Bush)
Rasche. She mar-
ried Blake R. Buec-
hlein on December

LYDIA RASCHE

22,2006 in Shoals.

She worked as an engineer for OFS in
Huntingburg. She was a member of Pre-
cious Blood Catholic Church in Jasper.

She enjoyed shopping, cooking, spend-
ing time at the beach, and spending time
with friends, family, and her cats.

Surviving is her husband, Blake R. Buec-
hlein of Shoals; one son, Arie Buechlein of
Shoals; her parents, Arthur and Pamela Ra-
sche of Jasper; mother-in-law, Judy Buec-
hlein of Jasper; two sisters, Mandi Cloe
(John) of Petersburg and Krystle Kunz
(Ethan) of Winslow; one brother, Jeremi-
ah Rasche of Jasper; and paternal grand-
mother, Doris Rasche of Dubois.

Preceding her in death were her mater-
nal grandparents, John and Jo Ann Bush
and her paternal grandfather, Cletus Ra-
sche Sr.

Funeral services for Lydia K. Ra-
sche-Buechlein will be held at 6 p.m. this
evening, Wednesday, December 27 at the
Becher-Kluesner Downtown Chapel in
Jasper with burial to follow at a later date
at Fairview Cemetery in Jasper.

A visitation will be held from 2 p.m.
until the 6 p.m. service time on Wednes-
day December 27 at the Becher-Kluesner
Downtown Chapel in Jasper.

Memorial contributions may be made
to Precious Blood Catholic Church or a
favorite charity.

Online condolences may be made at
www.becherkluesner.com.

Local Professionals

To Serve You!

AUTO REPAIR AUTO SERVICES FUNERAL SERVICE HEATING & AIR

BODY SHOP

Complete Collision Repair

106 Wood St., Loogootee
Adam Greene 812-295-9840

INSURANCE

(Km NS

Ix=1 Ill\ll

Bedford
B12-275-5899

Loogootee
812-295.9737

SPAY AND NEUTER!

Spay/Neuter Clinic

Cats: S50
Dogs $80-5100
Feral cats: $30

64—
) A s: 530

- Find out more information
‘\: \ \ on the website

Request an appointment at

SPAY/NEUTER

Martin County Humane Society Surgeries on Fridays On|y~

Praventative Maintenange

‘ dian St, Ste 2, Washington, IN
< , Loogootee, IN

STONE/GRAVEL

Fast Lane Farms

Stone * Ag Lime
Sand * Gravel

Randy Wininger
812-709-0383 « rvcwininger@gmail.com

www.humanesocietyofmartincounty.org

3201 St. Rd. 550, Shoals IN 47581

&
mDLAKES

FUNERAL HOME

300 Church Street, Loogootee IN 47553 + 812-295-2100

Americam Stamdord
M&M ELECTRIC

HEATING « COOLING ¢ PLUMBING
«Geo-Thermals
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
MARK & MARY FIELDS

107 West Main St. Office (812) 295-4699
Loogootee, IN 47553 Fax (812) 295-2487

MONUMENTS PHYSICIAN

Five T TN
. 7

MARTIN COUNTY
MONUMENTS LLC

EST.2020

Emma Letterman, Owner
812-709-2457 « emma.letterman@gmail.com

STUMP REMOVAL

Big or Small W Got'em AN-Give Us o Call

¢ Daviess-Martin Medical Clinic

David Nibel, MD
Daniell Summers, FNP

Call us today for
an appointment!
812-295-5095

Lab & X-ray 2 3

Monday - Friday Confmetﬁuty
8am - 5pm

Hospital

TRASH PICK-UP

KRB Disposal

Pickup household trash weekly
NOW serving Martin & Daviess counties

812-247-3115 o
812-247-3604



http://www.blakefuneralhomes.com
http://www.becherkluesner.com/
http://www.terrikelso.com
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Martin County Sherifi’s Department log

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17

5:01 p.m. - Received a call reporting
a hunting injury north of Shoals. Shoals
Fire Department, Martin County Medic
1, Corporal Hawkins, and South Region
DNR responded. Martin County Medic 1
transported one patient to Jasper Memo-
rial Hospital.

5:20 p.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak to an officer. Loogootee Officer
Wagoner responded.

8:57 p.m. - Received a 911 call report-
ing a fire northeast of Shoals. Shoals Fire
Department and Martin County Medic 1
responded.

8:59 p.m. - Received a call reporting
the same fire. Advised caller units were
enroute.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18

1:13 a.m. - Received a 911 call report-
ing a possible verbal dispute in Shoals.
Major Reed responded.

5:26 a.m. - Received a 911 call in
Shoals. Major Reed responded.

8:00 a.m. - Received a 911 call east of
Shoals. Sergeant Wells responded.

8:23 a.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak with an officer. Chief Deputy
Keller responded.

10:24 a.m. - Received a call from Mar-
athon in Loogootee advising they would
be testing their panic button.

10:25 a.m. - Received a 911 call from
Marathon reference testing of alarm.

11:35 a.m. - Received a report of a tree
down north of Shoals. Martin County
Highway Department responded.

11:40 a.m. - Received a call reporting
a disabled vehicle east of Shoals. Captain
Gibson and Corporal Hawkins respond-
ed. Martin County Highway was notified
sue to a sign missing.

12:26 p.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing assistance north of Loogootee.
Martin County Medic 1, Captain Gibson,
Corporal Hawkins, Crane Fire Depart-
ment and Martin County Coroner re-
sponded.

12:41 p.m. - Received a call reporting
a power line down south of Loogootee.
REMC was notified.

12:42 p.m. - Deputy Erwin transported
one inmate to court.

12:51 p.m. - Received a call reporting
a power line down south of Loogootee.
Loogootee Fire Department responded.
Frontier was also notified.

1:26 p.m. - Received a 911 call request-
ing an ambulance in Loogootee. Martin
County Medic 2 and Loogootee Fire De-
partment responded. Medic 2 transported
one patient to Jasper Memorial Hospital.

2:57 p.m. - Received an accidental 911
call.

3:23 p.m. - Received an animal com-
plaint in Crane. Deputy Doane respond-
ed.

4:02 p.m. - Received an accidental 911
call.

4:09 p.m. - Received an animal com-
plaint south of Loogootee. Deputy Doane
responded.

4:18 p.m. - Received a call requesting
an officer in Loogootee. Loogootee Offi-
cer Davis responded.

6:26 p.m. - Received a 911 call request-
ing an ambulance in Loogootee. Martin
County Medic 1, Loogootee Fire De-
partment and Deputy Doane responded.
Medic 1 transported one patient to Jasper
Memorial Hospital.

6:40 p.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak with an officer. Corporal Haw-
kins responded.

7:36 p.m. - Received an accidental 911
call.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19

4:45 a.m. - Received an accidental 911

call.

4:55 a.m. - Received an accidental 911
call.

5:55 a.m. - Received a call reporting a
truck-deer accident north of Shoals. Ma-
jor Reed responded.

6:14 a.m. - Received a call requesting a
vehicle unlock in Loogootee. Loogootee
Chief Long responded.

8:46 p.m. - Received a 911 call re-
questing assistance in Loogootee. Martin
County Medic 1, Loogootee Fire Depart-
ment, Loogootee Chief Long and Martin
County Coroner responded.

11:58 a.m. - Received a call reporting a
disabled vehicle in Loogootee. Loogoo-
tee Chief Long and Big John’s Towing
responded.

1:00 p.m. - Corporal Hawkins trans-
ported one inmate to court.

1:51 p.m. - Corporal Hawkins trans-
ported two inmates to court.

2:16 p.m. - Deputy Erwin transported
two inmates to court.

2:31 p.m. - Received a call requesting
extra patrol northwest of Shoals. All offi-
cers were advised.

2:35 p.m. - Corporal Hawkins trans-
ported two inmates to court.

4:44 p.m. - Received multiple 911 calls
reporting a hit and run in Loogootee.
Loogootee Officer Davis, Captain Gibson
and Ruxer’s Towing responded.

5:48 p.m. - Received a call from Alarm
Company advising of an alarm at the tech
park in Crane. Greene County responded.

7:11 p.m. - Received a call reporting
a neighbor dispute north of Loogootee.
Corporal Hawkins and Deputy Doane re-
sponded.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20

9:11 am. - Deputy Erwin transported
one inmate to court.

10:46 a.m. - Received an animal com-
plaint in Loogootee. Loogootee Chief
Long responded.

11:10 a.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak with an officer north of Loogoo-
tee. Corporal Hawkins responded.

13:38 p.m. - Received a request for
an ambulance in Shoals. Martin County
Medic 1 responded and transported one
patient to Daviess Community Hospital.

2:12 p.m. - Corporal Hawkins off sta-
tion with Amanda Canary to Dubois
County line to meet Dubois County dep-
uty.

4:14 p.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak with an officer in Shoals. Deputy
Shields responded.

4:45 p.m. - Received a call requesting a
vehicle identification number check north
of Loogootee. Deputy Branham respond-
ed.

5:10 p.m. - Received a call reporting a
water issue in Loogootee. Loogootee City
Water was contacted.

5:15 p.m. - Received a report of a reck-
less driver in Shoals. All on duty officers
were advised.

6:46 p.m. - Received a report of a pos-
sible trespasser northeast of Shoals. Dep-
uty Doane responded.

7:45 p.m. - Received a report of a tree
down south of Loogootee. Haysville Fire
and Martin County Highway Department
were notified.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21

7:36 a.m. - Received a call reporting
heavy smoke southeast of Loogootee.
Shoals Fire Department responded.

8:50 a.m. - Deputy Erwin transported
two inmates to court.

9:57 a.m. - Received a 911 call advising
of a semi-deer accident north of Loogoo-
tee. Deputy Branham responded.

11:35 a.m. - Received an accidental 911
call.

11:46 a.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak with a Loogootee officer. Loo-

gootee Assistant Chief Rayhill respond-
ed.

12:44 p.m. - Deputy Branham trans-
ported one inmate to Daviess Community
Hospital.

3:00 p.m. - Received a call requesting
assistance from a deputy in Loogootee.
Sergeant Wells responded.

4:50 p.m. - Received a 911 call report-
ing a fire in Loogootee. Loogootee Fire
Department, Sergeant Wells and Deputy
Shields responded.

6:35 p.m. - Received a call requesting
assistance southeast of Shoals. Shoals
Fire Department and Deputy Shields re-
sponded.

6:53 p.m. - Received a call requesting
assistance for a Daviess County address.
Daviess County was notified and re-
sponded.

9:52 p.m. - Received a call reporting a
found license. Loogootee Officer Wagon-
er responded and returned the license to
owner.

10:19 p.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak to a deputy. Deputy Shields re-
sponded.

11:11 p.m. - Received a call report-
ing reckless driving in Shoals. Deputy
Shields and Deputy Baumgart responded.

11:40 p.m. - Received a call reporting
suspicious activity east of Shoals. Deputy
Shields and Deputy Baumgart responded.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22

4:48 a.m. - Received a call reporting a
car-deer accident with vehicle damage.
Deputy Baumgart responded.

4:55 a.m. - Received an accidental 911
call.

7:53 a.m. - Received a call reporting a
reckless driver east of Loogootee. Loo-
gootee Assistant Chief Rayhill respond-
ed.

10:10 a.m. - Received a call reporting
an accident in Shoals. Deputy Branham
responded.

10:18 a.m. - Received a call reporting
a noise complaint north of Shoals. Chief
Deputy Keller responded.

12:17 p.m. - Received an animal com-
plaint south of Shoals. The owner was
contacted.

12:53 p.m. - Received an accidental
911 call.

1:21 p.m. - Received a report of a brush
fire southeast of Loogootee. Loogootee
Fire Department, Loogootee Assistant
Chief Rayhill, and Sergeant Wells re-
sponded.

2:39 p.m. - Received a call reporting
a woodpile on fire southwest of Shoals.
Shoals Fire Department responded.

2:57 p.m. - Received a call reporting a
domestic dispute in Shoals. Chief Deputy
Keller, Sergeant Wells, Deputy Shields,
and Deputy Branham responded.

3:21 p.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak to a deputy. Deputy Shields re-
sponded.

4:18 p.m. - Received a 911 call report-
ing a reckless driver in Loogootee. Depu-
ty Shields responded.

6:40 p.m. - Received a call reporting an
accident with no injuries in Loogootee.
Loogootee Officer Wagoner responded.

7:50 p.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak to an officer. Loogootee Officer
Wagoner responded.

10:54 p.m. - Received a call report-
ing of a suspicious vehicle northwest
of Shoals. Deputy Shields and Deputy
Baumgart responded.

11:23 p.m. - Received a 911 call in re-
gard to a medical question. Advised call-
er of Jasper Memorial Hospitals phone
number.

11:31 p.m. - Received a call reporting a
civil issue in Shoals. Deputy Shields re-
sponded.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23

12:55 a.m. - Received a call requesting
a vehicle unlock in Loogootee. Loogoo-
tee Officer Wagoner responded.

6:11 a.m. - Received an accidental 911
call.

7:19 a.m. - Received a 911 call request-
ing an ambulance south of Shoals. Martin
County Medic 1, Lost River Fire Depart-
ment, Deputy Branham responded.

7:39 a.m. - Received a call requesting a
vehicle identification number check north
of Shoals. Deputy Branham responded.

8:20 a.m. - Received a 911 call report-
ing stolen car keys in Loogootee. Loo-
gootee Officer Davis responded.

9:40 a.m. - Received a 911 call report-
ing a possible dispute in Shoals. Deputy
Branham responded.

9:45 a.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak to a deputy. Deputy Branham re-
sponded.

10:32 a.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak to a deputy. Deputy Branham re-
sponded.

12:11 p.m. - Received a 911 call re-
porting an accident east of Shoals. Dep-
uty Branham, Martin County Medic 1,
Shoals Fire Department, and Loogootee
Officer Davis responded. No one was
transported.

2:45 p.m. - Received a call reporting
a truck stuck in a ditch south of Shoals.
Deputy Branham responded.

4:39 p.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak to a deputy. Deputy Shields re-
sponded.

4:51 p.m. - Received a call reporting a
controlled burn south of Shoals. Advised
Fire Chief Jim Hamby.

4:57 p.m. - Received a call reporting a
possible theft in Shoals. Deputy Branham
and Deputy Shields responded.

5:18 p.m. - Received a 911 call request-
ing to speak to a deputy. Deputy Branham
and Deputy Shields responded.

6:27 p.m. - Deputy Shields is requesting
an ambulance in Shoals. Martin County
Medic 1 and Shoals Fire Department re-
sponded. Medic 1 transported one patient
to Jasper Memorial Hospital.

7:03 p.m. - Received a call requesting
to speak to an officer in regard to child
custody. Loogootee Officer Wagoner and
Deputy Baumgart responded.

8:38 p.m. - Deputy Shields requested
an ambulance east of Loogootee. Martin
County Medic 1 responded and transport-
ed one patient to Jasper Memorial Hos-
pital.

8:48 p.m. - Received a call in regard to
a dispute north of Loogootee. Loogootee
Officer Wagoner, Deputy Shields, Deputy
Baumgart, and Martin County Medic 1
responded. Medic 1 did not transport.

10:11 p.m. - Received a call wanting a
report on a lost wallet. Loogootee Officer
Wagoner responded.

10:24 p.m. - Received a call reporting
of a possible break in north of Shoals.
Deputy Baumgart responded.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24

2:10 a.m. - Received a report of some
missing items in Loogootee. Loogootee
Officer Wagoner responded.

10:08 a.m. - Received a call reporting
a reckless driver on US 231 South, trav-
eling north. Loogootee Officer Davis re-
sponded. Daviess County was also noti-
fied.

11:45 a.m. - Received an animal com-
plaint northeast of Shoals. Deputy Bran-
ham responded.

12:17 p.m. - Received an accidental
911 call.

1:46 p.m. - Received a report of a dis-
abled vehicle south of Loogootee. Loo-
gootee Officer Davis responded.

(See 'SHERIFF'S LOG' on page 5)
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COURT NEWS

CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS AND

SENTENCING
December 14
Joshua T. Rush, convicted of operating
avehicle with a schedule I or II controlled
substance or its metabolite in the blood,
a Class C Misdemeanor. Sentenced to
serve 20 days with 0 days suspended and
credit for 3 actual days previously served
plus 3 Class A credit days and 50 actual
days through Martin County Community
Corrections Pre-Trial Release Program.
December 15
William E. Yarbrough, convicted of
driving while suspended, a Class A Mis-
demeanor. Sentenced to serve 90 days
with 0 days suspended and credit for 45
actual days previously served plus 45
Class A credit days.
CRIMINAL CHARGES DISMISSED
December 15
William E. Yarbrough, knowingly or
intentionally operating a motor vehicle
without ever receiving a license, a Class
C Misdemeanor, dismissed.
December 18
Chadwick K. Funk, invasion of priva-
cy, a Class A Misdemeanor, dismissed.
CIVIL COURT
New Suits Filed
December 13
Autumn Cronin vs. Jamie Cronin, peti-
tion for dissolution of marriage.
December 15
LVNV Funding, LLC vs. Sarah Van-
Meter, civil collection.
December 18
Cavalry SPV I, LLC vs. Emily Walton,
civil collection.
Kelley R. McCloskey vs. Brent A. Mc-
Closkey, petition for dissolution of mar-
riage.

December 19
Cavalry SPV I, LLC vs. Megan Padgett,
civil collection.
CIVIL COURT JUDGMENTS
December 13

ARRESTS

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18

1:16 p.m. - David Hert, 58, of Shoals,
was arrested by Chief Deputy Keller on a
Martin County warrant. He is being held
without bond.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19

5:48 p.m. - Henry Garza, 41, of No-
blesville, was arrested by Loogootee
Officer Davis and charged with leaving
the scene of an accident and resisting law
enforcement with a motor vehicle. He is
being held on $15,000 10% bond.

6:00 p.m. - Andrea Brinkworth, 30, of
Shoals, was arrested by Corporal Haw-
kins on a Martin County warrant. She is
being held without bond.

8:14 p.m. - Glendon Dixon, 34, of Loo-
gootee, was arrested by Corporal Haw-
kins on a Martin County warrant. He is
being held without bond.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20

10:06 a.m. - Amanda Canary, 37, of
Montgomery, was arrested by Deputy
Erwin on a Dubois County warrant.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21

11:47 a.m. - Christopher Bearden, 44,
of Shoals, was arrested by Loogootee
Reserve Officer Harmon and charged
with driving while suspended, habitu-
al traffic violator. He was released on a
bond of $15,000 10%.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23

6:30 p.m. - Joseph Kindley, 41, of
Shoals, was arrested by Deputy Branham
and charged with residential entry and
theft. He is being held on a $15,000 10%
bond.

10:24 p.m. - Brandon Lindsey, 26,
of, Loogootee, was arrested by Deputy
Baumgart and charged with intimidation
with a deadly weapon, and criminal reck-
lessness. He is being held on a $15,000
10% bond.

Judgment in favor of the plaintiff Per-
solve Legal Group, LLP and against the
defendant Nicholas Wathen in the amount
of $4,995.26.

Judgment in favor of the plaintiff
Citibank and against the defendant Eric
Thomas in the amount of $7,063.84.

Judgment in favor of the plaintiff Syn-
chrony Bank and against the defendant
Zachary Danielson in the amount of
$3,354.08.

CIVIL COURT DISMISSED
December 13

Westlake Financial Services, LLC vs.
Dinessa Hawthorne, civil collection, dis-
missed.

Capital One vs. Trinity Benton, civil
collection, dismissed.

SMALL CLAIMS COURT
New Suits Filed
December 13

Hoosier Accounts Service vs. Gale W.

May, complaint.
December 15

Hoosier Accounts Service vs. Thomas
G. Hudson, complaint.

Hoosier Accounts Service vs. Stepha-
nie A. Cannon, complaint.

Hoosier Accounts Service vs. Renaee
G. Keller, complaint.

Hoosier Accounts Service vs. Steven
C. Knox, complaint.

Hoosier Accounts Service vs. Robert J.
Hawkins, complaint.
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Loogootee Police log

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18

12:52 p.m. - Loogootee Fire Depart-
ment responded to a report of a downed
power line and pole on Brooks Bridge
Road.

1:27 p.m. - Loogootee Fire Depart-
ment responded to a medical call on
Terrace Drive.

6:26 p.m. - Loogootee Fire Depart-
ment responded to a medical call in
Loogootee.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19

6:14 a.m. - Chief Long performed a
vehicle unlock at Marathon.

8:56 a.m. - Loogootee Fire Depart-
ment responded to a medical call on
Queen Street.

12:01 p.m. - Chief Long responded to
a stranded motorist on JFK Avenue.

4:45 p.m. - Officer Davis responded to
a report of a hit-and-run on US 231 and
West Broadway Street, in front of Dollar
General.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20

10:49 a.m. - Chief Long responded to
an animal complaint on Southeast First
Street.

1:45 p.m. - Chief Long responded to
an animal complaint on Sherman Street.

4:06 p.m. - Officer Davis investigat-
ed a report of vandalism to a vehicle on
Church Street.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21
10:30 a.m. - Officer Harmon per-

Martin County real estate transfers

Brittney A. Risher, of Martin County,
Indiana to Drenda Kendall, of Daviess
County, Indiana, a portion of the north-
west quarter of Section 24, Township 3
North, Range 5 West, in the City of Loo-
gootee, Indiana, Lot 16 in Country Court
11

Monty Gregory, of Martin County,
Indiana to KJB Properties, LLC, of
Martin County, Indiana. Tract I: Lots
Numbered 17 and 18 in McCormick’s
Subdivision of Lot Number 103 in Che-
noweth’s Extension to the Town of West
Shoals, Indiana and a part of Lot 41 in
McCormick’s Subdivision of Lot Num-
ber 103 in Chenoweth’s Extension to the
Town of West Shoals, Indiana, contain-
ing 0.64 of an acre, more or less. Tract
II: Lot Number 16 in the subdivision of
Lot Number 103 in Chenoweth’s Exten-
sion to the Town of West Shoals, now
Shoals, Indiana. Tract III: A tract of land
60 feet wide south of and adjacent to Lot
Number 15 in McCormick’s Subdivi-
sion of Lot Number 103 in Chenoweth’s
Extension to West Shoals and including
a portion of Lot Number 41 in said Mc-
Cormick’s Subdivision. Tract IV: All that
part of Lot Number 103 in Chenoweth’s
Extension to the Town of West Shoals,
Indiana, now Shoals, Indiana.

Dwight Crane, of Martin County, In-
diana to Danielle Hoffman, of Martin
County, Indiana, part of the southeast
quarter of the southwest quarter and part
of the west half of the southwest quar-
ter of the southeast quarter of Section 4,

Township 3 North, Range 4 West, con-
taining 0.762 acres, more or less. Situ-
ated in Perry Township, Martin County,
Indiana.

Jonathan Wagler and Marie Wagler,
of Daviess County, Indiana to Jonathan
Wagler and Marie Wagler, of Daviess
County, Indiana, part of the southwest
quarter of the northwest quarter of Sec-
tion 25, Township 3 North, Range 5 West,
of the Second Principal Meridian, Perry
Civil Township, Martin County, Indiana,
containing 0.297 acres, more or less.

Linda G. Jones, of Martin County, In-
diana to Stephen D. Sorrells and Gaye
E. Sorrells, of Martin County, Indiana,
a portion of the southeast quarter of the
southeast quarter of Section 19, Town-
ship 3 North, Range 3 West, in Halbert
Township, Martin County, Indiana, con-
taining 8.06 acres, more or less.

Jonathan Wagler and Marie Wagler,
of Daviess County, Indiana to Jonathan
Wagler and Marie Wagler, of Daviess
County, Indiana, part of the southwest
quarter of the northwest quarter of Sec-
tion 25, Township 3 North, Range 5 West,
of the Second Principal Meridian, Perry
Civil Township, Martin County, Indiana,
containing 0.345 acre, more or less.

Deana L. Chambers, of Martin Coun-
ty, Indiana to Lion Rock Properties,
LLC, of Martin County, Indiana. Tract
I: Lot Number 13 in Section 25, Town-
ship 3 North, Range 5 West. Tract II: Lot
Number 14 in Section 25, Township 3
North, Range 5 West.

GEO LAKE OE: LocatedonWB
home includes a large open dining & living area, kitchen w/breakfast nook, 3 BR,
2 baths, lakeside sunroom, 2 decks, & 24x40 garage. $299,500. MLS#202337657
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ggsLak with amazing view! Updated

Classic Realty

REALTOR'

- CENTURY 21

Loogootee ~ 812-295-2211
Noel Harty, 812-295-6506

Ed Schnarr, 812-295-6188
Billy Walker, 812-296-1807

www.century21classicrealty.com
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formed a VIN check on Railroad Street.

4:05 p.m. - Loogootee Fire Depart-
ment responded to a report of smoke on
Scenic Hill Road.

7:22 p.m. - Officer Wagoner respond-
ed to a report of a person with mental
health issues.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22

7:53 a.m. - Assistant Chief Rayhill
investigated a report of a possible im-
paired driver on US 50 East.

10:16 a.m. - Loogootee Fire Depart-
ment responded to a report of a natural
gas smell behind On The Fly gas station
on West Broadway Street.

1:24 p.m. - Loogootee Fire Depart-
ment responded to a report of a field fire
on State Road 550.

4:21 p.m. - Loogootee Fire Depart-
ment responded to a report of a brush
fire on Mt. Pleasant Road.

6:40 p.m. - Officer Wagoner respond-
ed to a complaint on Ackerman Drive.

7:50 p.m. - Officer Wagoner assisted a
motorist with changing a tire on Legion
Avenue.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23

12:55 a.m. - Officer Wagoner per-
formed a vehicle unlock on Wood Street.

6:11 a.m. - Officer Davis responded to
a 911 hangup at CVS.

8:20 a.m. - Officer Davis responded to
a complaint on station.

10:09 a.m. - Officer Davis assisted
with a funeral escort.

12:14 p.m. - Officer Davis assisted
the Martin County Sherift’s Department
with an accident on US 50 East.

1:02 p.m. - Officer Davis responded to
an alarm on Mill Street.

7:03 p.m. - Officer Wagoner respond-
ed to a complaint on station.

8:48 p.m. - Officer Wagoner assisted
the Martin County Sherift’s Department
with a report of shots fired.

10:11 p.m. - Officer Wagoner respond-
ed toa complaint on station.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24

10:08 a.m. - Officer Davis responded
to areport of an erratic driver on US 231
North.

1:46 p.m. - Officer Davis responded
to a report of a disabled motorist on US
231 South.

7:32 p.m. - Officer Wagoner respond-
ed to a report of a possible impaired
driver on US 231 North.

11:38 p.m. - Officer Harmon respond-
ed to a noise complaint on Sherman
Street.

SHERIFF'S LOG___

(Continued from page 4)

5:24 p.m. - Received a 911 call from a
Daviess County address. Transferred call
to Daviess County 911.

5:26 p.m. - Received a report of possi-
ble harassment in Shoals. Deputy Doane
responded.

6:55 p.m. - Received a report of a car-
deer accident in Loogootee. Deputy Do-
ane responded.

7:32 p.m. - Received a call reporting
a reckless driver on US 231 North, trav-
eling south. Loogootee Officer Wagoner
responded.

8:50 p.m. - Received a call requesting
a welfare check north of Shoals. Deputy
Doane, Shoals Fire Department and Mar-
tin County Medic 1 responded. Medic 1
transported one patient to Jasper Memo-
rial Hospital.

10:10 p.m. - Received a report of a car-
deer accident north of Shoals. Deputy
Doane, Deputy Baumgart and Big John’s
Towing responded.

11:18 p.m. - Received a noise com-
plaint in Loogootee. Loogootee Reserve
Captain Harmon responded.

11:39 p.m. - Received a 911 call report-
ing a reckless driver on US 231S trav-
eling south. Transferred call to Dubois
County 911.
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With a new year starting next week, it
is time for a reflection column on the past
year. There are several things that quick-
ly come to mind about 2007. I thought I
would try and reflect on some of the hap-
py moments and put a wrap on it.

Our family thrived in 2007 with every-
one enjoying good health. Our two little
grandkids are growing and learning more
every day and contribute to our family’s
sense of contentment and satisfaction.......
often without saying a word.

My new/old career back in agriculture
is proving to be the right decision. While
I acknowledge that change is certainly
difficult.... especially when it comes to
careers, | enjoy the challenges that make
agriculture so special and important to our
country and have no regrets.

Having said that, I certainly appreciat-
ed the opportunity to serve the commu-
nity with the Martin County Community
Foundation. That is an organization that
people should learn more about, as it will
continue to grow and impact our commu-
nity more and more as time goes on.

Our community was very successful
in applying and receiving grant funds for
needed improvements in both Loogootee
and Shoals from the Office of Community
and Rural Affairs. I was honored to have
been a small part of working to help them
when [ was still with the Community
Foundation. I think that it was an excel-
lent leverage of assets for our community,
and we need to learn more about how to
compete and be successful at it.

Barb and I traveled to Florida last Janu-
ary, and from what I observed, I would say
it is a great place to visit......but I wouldn’t
trade it for Southern Indiana or Martin
County and its people. I guess it’s true that

Live On Site 2 Day Auction

Saturday, December 30
( 10:00 a.m.
Castiron including #1412, &
#8 Griswald,  Vintage toys,
crocks, tools, US anvil, Pyrex

furmiture, coins, amd more!

Sunday, December 31
a 1:00 p.m.
70 plus guns, 30 plus peces
of Fenton, 3 porcelain signs,
case xx, artifacts, tons ot Gold
& Silver cons.

ATM Auction
2563 State Road 37,
Mitchell, IN

Follow us on Auction Zip 37078
or ATM Auction on Faccbook

you can “take the boy out of the country, but
you can’t take the country out of the boy.”

One of the organizations I currently am
involved with is Saint Vincent De Paul. |
had no aspirations to become involved un-
til Don Bowling (yes, the mayor) spoke at
one of the masses at St. John’s and issued
an “Invitation to Serve” in the SVDP. It
came at a time when I was looking for
a way to become involved in the church
and the community in a way that I had
not done before, and I must say it prob-
ably has changed my life. The SVDP has
changed a lot of other lives too, and the
opening of the new store in Loogootee in
2007 was a happy event for our commu-
nity and SVDP. It is the ultimate recycling
facility, and those less fortunate are the
recipients of the dividends it earns.

Early in the year [ had the opportunity
to travel to Washington DC and visit the
Halls of Congress for some lobbying ef-
forts. While DC is an impressive place in
general, the most poignant time I spent
was at the war memorials that are in DC.
Strolling through the WWII Memorial on
a sunny February day made the sacrifices
of the Greatest Generation very real. [ am
so happy that my dad got to live a long life
and enjoy the freedoms he fought for.

All-in-all 2007 was a good year. What
will happen next year is a guess for any
and all of us. Hopefully there will be more
good things to write about in 2008.
Happy New Year from Pure Country!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

‘I continue to urge all of us to

continue voicing our facts’

To the editor of the Martin County
Journal,

I saw in the latest issue of the Martin
County Journal that Shoals Council-
man Cary D. Albright has requested an
appointment to the Martin County Mid-
States Steering Committee. Perhaps this
means Shoals can see the disadvantages
to our area with Mid-States Corridor.

I recently received a call from Mr. Da-
vid Bean. He’s the Senior Legislative As-
sistant to Congressman Larry Bucshon,
our Congressional Representative. When
I asked what Congressman Bucshon’s
position was on the Mid-States Corridor,
he said the Congressman has remained
neutral. I then mentioned that Martin
and Daviess counties were not part of the
RDA pushing the Corridor, he said they
were unaware of this. I urged him to be-
come more aware, to which he said they
would look into it. Perhaps it’s the typical
political double talk, but he did call me.

The Corridor project is not acceptable
to vast majority of the folks in Martin,
Daviess or Dubois counties. However, it
is still being forced on our communities.

I continue to urge all of us to continue
voicing our facts and opinions to anyone
who will listen.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Jim Arvin
Rutherford Township
Martin County

(

&=

Corner Cafe

201 N JFK Avenue, Loogootee
812-295-4243

Monday-Friday 6:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Saturday (Breakfast Only!) 6:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Sunday (Breakfast Only!) 7:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

ALENDAR OF EVENT

Free community meal

The Loogootee Christian Church,
at 206 Sherman Street, is having their
monthly free meal for the community
to be held Thursday, January 4 from 6-8
p.m. This month they have soup, veg-
gies, bread/rolls, desserts and drinks. All
members of the community are invited to
attend.

Cold weather gear drive

Alex Adams, Eagle Scout candidate
from Loogootee, is conducting a “cold
weather gear” drive. He’s collecting coats,
gloves, and other items that will help peo-
ple stay warm. There is a collection bin at
IGA in Loogootee. Contact 812-295-8138
for more information and additional loca-
tions. Final pick-up is January 2.

Celebrate Recovery meetings

Celebrate Recovery meetings will be
held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. at The River
Church in Shoals. This is a Christ-cen-
tered recovery program and anyone is
welcome to attend.

Dog/cat Wellness Clinic
The Martin County Humane Society
hosts a wellness clinic on the third Friday
of each month from 5-6 p.m. The clin-
ic offers low-cost vaccines, testing, nail
trims, etc. No appointment needed.

St. Vincent Food Pantry
The St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry,
on Park Street in Loogootee, is open the
fourth Thursday of the month except
November and December when they are
open the third Thursday. The hours are 9
a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 p.m.

Free lunch for kids

New Beginnings Community Church
will be offering a free lunch to all school
age children every Saturday. Lunches
can be picked up at the fellowship hall
of the church, located at 105 Wood St,
Loogootee no later than 10:30 a.m. De-
liveries will begin between 10:30 and 11
a.m. Saturdays.

SOAR Tutoring
Need Skills? SOAR tutors can help!
Free and confidential. Call or text Karen
at 812-709-1618 to learn more. Located
in the Martin County Community Learn-
ing Center Improve Your Skills, Improve
Your Life!

LUMC Food Pantry
The Loogootee United Methodist
Church Food Pantry is open every Thurs-
day (except the fourth Thursday) from 11
am.-1 p.m.

Solid waste board

The Martin County Solid Waste Board
holds their monthly meetings on the third
Tuesday of each month at 8:30 a.m. at the
recycling center located at 500 Industrial
Park Drive in Loogootee. The meetings
are open to the public and anyone is in-
vited to attend.

Soil and Water meetings

The Martin County SWCD meets the
third Monday of the month at the SWCD
office located at Martin County Learn-
ing Center. Office hours are § a.m. to 4
p.m. weekdays except Fridays when it
is closed. Visit www.martinswcd.com or
call at 295-3149.

CLASOIFIED ADS

HELP WANTED

economic

' COORDINATOR

PROJECT

POSITION

As a private/public partnership for county-wide economic development, the Martin County Alliance for Economic
Growth is working to improve the Quality of Life of Martin County citizens through activities that stimulate economic
development. Martin County Alliances’ mission is to facilitate and support economic activity, stimulate economic
growth and well-being of the community by enhancing workforce development, expanding housing options, engag-
ing with local businesses, and positively affecting tax revenues.

JOB DESCRIPTION
The Project Coordinator is a 32-40 hours a week position that reports to the Executive Director of Martin County Al-
liance for Economic Growth. This professional position is primarily responsible for managing quality of life, housing,
and workforce development/skills efforts. Other activities include but are not limited to conducting Martin County
Redevelopment Commission meetings monthly, assisting with Business, Retention and Expansion initiatives which
may include business site visits, and database/website systems management. Salary range is $35,000-$50,000
based on experience.
Duties and Responsibilities:
-Schedule Redevelopment Commission meetings, plan the agenda, and guest speakers needed for these meet-
ings.
-Responsible for coordinating quality of life, housing, and community development projects as identified by the
Executive Director
-Preparation and drafting of various reports on the status of active or potential quality of life, housing, and commu-
nity development projects at the discretion of the Executive Director.
-Preparation and drafting of community or economic-based grant applications, with grant research, writing and
administration as a required skill set.
-Responsible for coordinating workforce development programs and activities as they pertain to the organization
and partners.
-Responsible for the management and oversight of quality of life, housing and community development projects
from inception to completion, and reporting projects status to multiple entities in multiple venues.
-Help coordinate Request for Information (RFI) responses
-Submit completed RFIs to Zoom Prospector
-Build relationships with realtors to obtain new commercial or industrial listings
-Assist with Annual Dinner by helping with print materials, A/V setup, decorations, and invites

This position is open until January 1, 2024.
All interested applicants should e-mail their resume to
Jessica.Potts@martinalliance.org.
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alph Purkhls

I believe that January may be the most
important month for the garden. Certain-
ly, there is little labor required in most
landscapes, but it is a time of looking
back and looking forward.

January is a time to consider the gar-
den of the last growing season and assess
the successes and failures. The spring
was cool, so many of the flowers were
delayed. I was also late getting the vege-
table garden planted, but it was generally
a good year. I had tomatoes, peppers and
squash late in the summer until frost, and
am still able to pick some greens. [ added
a lot of compost to the planting beds in
spring, giving me a wonderful planting
medium. Some of the compost has set-
tled, and more will be needed before I
start planting in the spring. I made some
progress in mulching the areas between
the raised beds, but there is still plenty to
do there, and that is a job I hope to tackle
on some winter days when the weather
allows.

The rose garden is another place in
need of some work during the winter. |
did get an antique bench to replace the
plastic one that had been in the rose gar-
den for several years. My sister sewed a
beautiful red cushion of waterproof cloth
for the bench. However, the rose garden
was neglected somewhat this summer
and there is a lot of work to do there. The
big job is to find a way to build a trellis
that will support the heavy canes of the
climbing rose. I asked Santa for some
large tower sections to be the base of a
new trellis, but, alas, my position on the
naughty list did not warrant such a pres-
ent. [ am open to suggestions for another
way to support these heavy canes.

Problems with equipment led to many
of the failures in the garden last year.

Most of the problems have been correct-
ed or new tools have been purchased, so
I should go into the season this year with
the things needed to maintain the gar-
dens. January is a good time to get mow-
ers and other equipment serviced. Some
mechanics have cheaper prices during
the winter months.

The wildflower meadow was an area
of great success last summer. It did not
get mowed early, and that late mowing
resulted in some late blooms, but the
blooms were glorious when they came.
I hope to be able to mow this spring
when temperatures warm into the fifties.
I also have some seeds to sow during
the winter. If you are purchasing seeds
for a wildflower plot, make sure that the
provider is reputable and that the seeds
are certified for southern Indiana. Some
packaged seeds are wildflowers but may
include seeds that are not native to this
locale.

January is also a good month to catch
up on reading those garden magazines
and the garden books on my shelves.
Seed and nursery catalogues have al-
ready begun to arrive, and | am sure |
will spend some dreary winter days look-
ing through them to see what new plants
are available for my garden. I will want
one of everything, but I know I can nei-
ther afford that nor will I have time for
planting that much, so I will revise lists
and order toward the end of the month.

October 1, 2024, will mark 100 years
since my grandparents purchased and
moved to what I now call Sandhill Gar-
dens. I hope to have a celebration this
fall, and much of my garden work this
year will be aimed at getting the gardens
ready for that occasion. Plan to come cel-
ebrate with me.

Funding available to reclaim long-abandoned mining land

In federal fiscal year 2023, Indiana De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR)
received nearly $24.7 million in feder-
al funding to reclaim more former coal
mines to their pre-mining status.

Hoosiers who own such property are
encouraged to report it to the DNR —
even if you don’t want the work done
right away.

This funding is part of $377 million
Indiana will receive over 15 years to re-
claim former mine land and builds upon
the historic funding Indiana received in
fiscal year 2022.

Reclamation is the process by which
adverse safety, health, and environmen-
tal effects of unregulated legacy mines
are minimized and mined lands are re-
turned to a beneficial end use. In Indiana,
more than 2,000 reclamation projects
have been completed since 1982 on both
public and private lands.

“Over the last 41 years, Indiana has
worked to actively reclaim thousands of
acres of former mine land, opening this
space for new uses,” said Kit Turpin, as-
sistant director for the DNR Division of
Reclamation’s Abandoned Mine Land
program (AML). “With this influx of

Advertise in the
Martin County
Journal

Email courtney@
martincountyjournal.com

funding, we’re continuing to reclaim
more land across Indiana’s coal coun-
try.”

Because reclamation funding is dis-
tributed based on need, the AML pro-
gram is cataloging future projects. Indi-
ana’s eligibility for these federal grants
depends upon the state’s inventory of
abandoned mine land. To qualify for
funding, the land must have been mined
and abandoned prior to 1977.

Owners of such land should email their
information directly to the AML pro-
gram at abandonedminesrestoration(@
dnr.IN.gov. They can also call 1-800-
772-MINE (6463) or the Reclamation
office number, 812-665-2207.

Once land is reported, an AML project
manager and the landowner will review
the site together to determine if the im-
pact on the property was caused by un-
regulated mining. If it was, the project
manager will talk with the landowner
to determine what needs to be done and
discuss accommodating other requests
they may have to add to the reclamation
design. After that, the project manager
will work closely with the landowner
during the design process to ensure the
property’s needs are met. If the landown-
er approves the design, the project is put
up for bid through the state public works
process.

The contractor who wins the bid then
completes the work under the super-
vision of the AML program. When the
project is complete, AML conducts a
meeting to assess the work and make
sure all requirements and agreements
have been met. Most reclamation proj-
ects can be completed within a year.

State park properties offer First
Day Hikes on New Year’s Day

Usher in 2024 with other outdoor lov-
ers at one of the many First Day Hikes
offered January 1 at Indiana’s state parks
and lakes.

First Day Hikes are a healthy way to
start the new year. They offer a chance
to get outside, exercise, enjoy nature, and
connect with friends. Find one near you
at on.IN.gov/INStateParkEvents.

The hikes are organized by Indiana
State Parks in cooperation with Ameri-
ca’s State Parks. They will take place in
all 50 states. First Day Hikes originated
more than 20 years ago at the Blue Hills
Reservation, a state park in Milton, Mas-
sachusetts. The program was launched
to foster healthy lifestyles and promote
year-round recreation at state parks. For
more information, visit America’s State
Parks website at stateparks.org.

In addition to the hikes, Indiana state
park inns will be open for meals. Abe
Martin Lodge at Brown County State
Park, Clifty Inn at Clifty Falls State Park,
Potawatomi Inn at Pokagon State Park,
and Turkey Run Inn at Turkey Run State
Park will have a brunch beginning at 10
a.m. The Garrison at Fort Harrison State
Park and Canyon Inn at McCormick’s
Creek State Park invite hungry hikers to
check out their great salad bars. More in-
formation is at Indianalnns.com.

Some of the hikes are listed below.
More may be added, so check the website
if your favorite place isn’t listed. Make
sure to wear sturdy, comfortable shoes on
all hikes and dress for the weather.

-Brown County State Park. First Day
hike and ride are available. The self-guid-
ed hike will be available from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Start at the Nature Center and
walk or bike to the CCC Vista. There will
be a fire and hot chocolate nearby. Horse-
back riders can enjoy a group ride at 11
a.m., meeting at the Green Horne Shelter.

-Clifty Falls State Park. Meet at Clifty
Shelter at 10 a.m. The two-hour moder-
ately rugged hike is along Trail 8, which
meanders along the west side of Clifty
Creek and provides scenic views of the
canyon below. Refreshments will be pro-
vided after the hike.

Hardy Lake. Meet at the Main trailhead
for a 3-mile moderate hike at 11 a.m. to
learn about the land before the lake.

-Harmonie State Park. Meet at the
campground overflow parking lot at 1
p-m. CT for a hike of Trail 5. Hot cocoa
and cookies will be available afterward.

-Indiana Dunes State Park. Meet at the
Nature Center for a hike along Trail 7
from 10 a.m. to noon CT. See the park
landscapes and learn about park history.
Enjoy snacks and a cozy campfire pro-
vided by Friends of the Indiana Dunes.

-Interlake Off-road State Recreation
Area. Participants are encouraged to fes-
tively decorate their ORVs for a parade
through the park. The ride will leave Big
Kate Shelter in the main parking lot at 10
a.m. CT and will conclude with a group
photo. Participants must provide their
own ORV. All ORV rules and regulations
apply.

-Lincoln State Park. Meet at the Na-
ture Center at noon CT for a 2-mile hike
around Lake Lincoln.

-McCormick’s Creek State Park. Two
hikes, one rugged and one moderate,
will be offered. Meet at Canyon Inn at 11
a.m. for a hike of Trail 4 (rugged). Meet
at Canyon Inn at 2 p.m. for a moderate
hike to the waterfall. There will also be
a photo contest from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30
p-m. Multiple age categories will be
judged anonymously by a volunteer pan-
el. Each winner will receive a 2024 an-
nual entrance pass. Registration card will

include submission instructions.

-Mississinewa Lake. Join Upper Wa-
bash Interpretive Services staff at 10
a.m. at the Blue Heron Trail in Miami
State Recreation Area for a 1-mile stroll
through the woods. Dress for the weath-
er. Friendly dogs on leashes are welcome,
too. Advance registration is requested by
calling 260-468-2127.

-Monroe Lake. Meet at the Bay View
Shelter in Fairfax State Recreation Area
for the annual First Day Trail Run/
Walk. Registration/check-in runs from
2:15 to 3:15 p.m., and the untimed run/
walk starts at 3:30 p.m. Participants can
choose from a 1.3-, 2.9-, or 3.7-mile
course. Advance registration is available
through December 30 for $15. At bit.ly/
monroefirstday and includes a hot foods
station, event patch for the first 300 reg-
istrants, and an entry to the prize draw-
ing. Same-day registration is $20, cash or
check only.

-Mounds State Park. Meet at the Na-
ture Center at 5:30 p.m. The naturalist
will lead a hike to the Great Mound. The
hike is easy to moderate and will last
approximately 45 minutes. The Nature
Center will open at 4:30 p.m. to welcome
hikers.

-Patoka Lake. Meet at the Nature Cen-
ter at noon for a hike of Trail 4, along
which you will learn about prescribed
burns. Hot chocolate will be available af-
terward, and a drawing for a 2024 annual
entrance pass will take place.

-Shakamak State Park. Meet at the
Group Camp Mess Hall at 1 p.m. for a
hike on Trail 2. Hot chocolate and cook-
ies will be provided afterward.

-Spring Mill State Park. Two hikes,
one long and one short, will be available.
The long hike begins at 9 a.m. at the
Donaldson Cave parking lot. It is mod-
erately rugged and should take about 90
minutes to complete. The short option is
a 30-minute hike on the paved Trail 6 and
begins at 9:30 a.m. Meet at the Grissom
Memorial. Hot chocolate and cookies
will be served at the activity center after
both hikes.

-Turkey Run State Park. Meet at the
nature center at 2 p.m. for a guided hike
on the “Best Trail in the Midwest” (Trail
3). Learn about some of Turkey Run’s
geology along the way on this very rug-
ged trail. Bundle up and bring plenty of
water.

Hoosier National
Forest 2024 trail use
permits now available

Visitors ages 17 and older, who wish to
ride a bike or horse on the Hoosier Na-
tional Forest are required to have a trail
use permit. Permits are available for daily
use at $5 per person, or annual use at $35
per person. There are a variety of options
to purchase a trail use permit — at Forest
offices, at local vendors, order by phone
or mail, or online at Recreation.gov. To
purchase in person, visit your local For-
est office at 811 Constitution Avenue in
Bedford, or 248 15th Street in Tell City.

Visitors may purchase digital trail
use permits for day or annual use on-
line at Recreation.gov/activitypass/hoo-
sier-trails via a mobile device at the site
or in advance. Established in 2021, this
public service allows for mobile transac-
tions on site, if cell service is available,
or in advance if service is unavailable. 95
percent of the income from these permits
1s used to maintain trails, enhance trail-
heads, and improve visitor services on
the Hoosier National Forest. Visit https://
go.usa.gov/xeuV7 for more information.
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