
IMPORTANT ITEMS
FOR LANDLORDS
TO CONSIDER



Why Choose Terri Scheer?
Help protect your client’s rental property and income.

Terri Scheer is Australia’s Leading Landlord Insurance Specialist, trusted to insure more
than a quarter of a million landlord properties Australia-wide. More than 15,000 Property
Management offices across Australia offer Terri Scheer Insurance cover as part of their
all-inclusive service to landlords, making Terri Scheer the most referred landlord
insurance specialist in the country.

Better Value and Benefits
      Up to 20 weeks loss of rent - no excess
      Replacement value for contents
      Legal Liability up to $20,000,000
      $500 towards bond expenses if bond is exhausted
      Representation costs of your property manager obtaining a court order - up to $500
      Tenant damage to contents or building - only one $500 excess per claim
      Up to 6 weeks Rent Reduction
      Cover for fixed term and periodic leases

Easy Claims Process
We are all about making the claims process as fast and easy as possible. Lodge in your
own time, at your own pace, with our online claim tool. Visit www.terrischeer.com.au/ to
find out more.







Servicing Requirements:

As of 1st July 2007, changes were applied to the Queensland Fire and Emergency
Services Act 1990, stating that every smoke alarm in a Queensland rental property
requires ongoing maintenance. Under this legislation, Landlords or agents must test
and clean each smoke alarm within 30 days prior to each tenancy change or renewal.
Not only this, but each smoke alarm and battery must be replaced before the expiry
date. The legislation prohibits the transfer of these responsibilities to the tenant.

From 1 January 2017:

When replacing alarms in rental dwellings they must:
be photoelectric (AS 3786-2014); and
not contain an ionisation sensor; and
be less than 10 years old; and
operate when tested; and
be either hardwired or 9volt
no need for them to be all interconnected
Smoke alarms must be installed on each storey

Replacing smoke alarms:

Existing smoke alarms manufactured more than ten years ago must be replaced.
(Note: Smoke alarms should have the date of manufacture stamped on them.)
Smoke alarms that do not operate when tested must be replaced immediately.
Existing hardwired smoke alarms that need replacement must be replaced with a
hardwired smoke alarm.

From 1 January 2022 when replacing alarms in rental dwellings they must:

be photoelectric (AS 3786-2014); and
not contain an ionisation sensor; and
be less than 10 years old; and
operate when tested; and
be interconnected with every other smoke alarm in the dwelling so all activate
together.
Smoke alarms must be installed on each storey
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From 1 January 2027 when replacing alarms in ALL properties they must:

be photoelectric (AS 3786-2014); and
not contain an ionisation sensor; and
be less than 10 years old; and
operate when tested; and
be interconnected with every other smoke alarm in the dwelling so all activate
together.
Smoke alarms must be installed on each storey

Replacing smoke alarms from 2022 and beyond Smoke alarms in the dwelling
must:

Smoke alarms must be installed on each storey:
in each bedroom; and
in hallways which connect bedrooms and the rest of the dwelling; or
if there is no hallway, between the bedrooms and other parts of the storey; and
if there are no bedrooms on a storey at least one smoke alarm must be installed
in the most likely path of travel to exit the dwelling.
Smoke alarms must be hardwired or powered by a non-removable 10-year
battery.

Prescribed locations for installing smoke alarms - Federal Legislation:

Landlords must ensure that their rental property is properly fitted with the required
number of working smoke alarms, complying with the Australian Standard
(3786:2014), and that they are installed as outlined in the Building Code of Australia
(BCA) part 3.7.2.3. This legislation is applicable to all states of Australia.
Photoelectric – the method the device uses to detect smoke.
Where practicable smoke alarms must be placed on the ceiling. Smoke alarms must
not be placed:

within 300mm of a corner of a ceiling and a wall;
within 300mm of a light fitting;
within 400mm of an air-conditioning vent;
within 400mm of the blades of a ceiling fan.

There are special requirements for stairways, sloping ceilings, and ceilings with
exposed beams. Specific requirements will be explained in the Building Fire Safety
Regulation 2008.

SMOKE ALARM QLD



If impractical for the prescribed location requirements to be met (e.g. may be
affected by steam from shower or fumes from cooking), the owner may put the
alarm at another location that will provide a warning to occupants of the dwelling.

Glossary of Terms:

Dwellings – houses, townhouses (Class 1A) and units (Class 2).
Photoelectric – the method the device uses to detect smoke.
Hardwired – connected to the domestic dwelling’s electricity supply.
Interconnected – if one smoke alarm sounds all the other smoke alarms will also
sound. Interconnection can be wired or wireless.
Substantial – work carried out under a building development approval or the
total building works equals 50% of the dwelling over 3 years.
Storey – a space within a building which is situated between one floor level and
the floor level or roof above.
Source Documents
Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990
Building Fire Safety Regulation 2008
Building Regulation 2006
National Construction Code 2016
Australian Standard (AS) 3786-2014
Land Title Act 1994

Disclaimer:

The information contained in this document provides general guidance and
information only and is current at the time of printing. Readers should not act or
omit to act solely on the basis of anything contained herein. In relation to a particular
matter, you should seek appropriate professional advice. 1300 Smoke Alarms and its
agents expressly disclaim liability, whether in negligence or otherwise, for any act or
omission resulting from reliance on this document or for any consequence of such
act or omission.

Information provided by Smoke Alarm Association Australia Ltd.

SMOKE ALARM QLD










	IMPORTANT ITEMS FOR LANDLORDS TO CONSIDER
	SMOKE ALARM QLD
	Servicing Requirements:
	From 1 January 2017:
	Replacing smoke alarms:
	From 1 January 2022 when replacing alarms in rental dwellings they must:

	SMOKE ALARM QLD
	From 1 January 2027 when replacing alarms in ALL properties they must:
	Replacing smoke alarms from 2022 and beyond Smoke alarms in the dwelling must:
	Prescribed locations for installing smoke alarms - Federal Legislation:

	SMOKE ALARM QLD
	Glossary of Terms:
	Disclaimer:
	Information provided by Smoke Alarm Association Australia Ltd.


