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GATHER 'ROUND ]  HE  TABLE
J" CHRISTOPHER STUHMER, owner and CEO of Christopher Homes, bel ieves
tha t  "no  mat te r  what  you do  in  any  area  o f  the  house,  des ign-w ise ,  peop le
a lways  end up  in  the  k i tchen when you ' re  en ter ta in ing  "  So in  th is  cus tom
home,  he  made the  k i tchen a  p lace  to  en ter ta in ,  and the  l i v ing  areas  p laces

to  ea t .  Ins tead o f  c losed cab ine ts  fu l l  o f  d ishes ,  k l t chen she lv ing  here  is
open to  d isp lay  a r t i s t i ca l l y  s tacked d ishes ,  sp ices  and cookwear .  The long
rec tangu lar  i s land pane led  w i th  ver t i ca l  g ra in  zebra  wood runs  in to  an
overs ized round is land,  se t  apar t  w i th  a  b rushed a lumlnum s id ing  and a
different colored stone top Within 50 feet of the kitchen are f ive dif ferent
p laces  to  ea t ,  and the  k i tchen sp i l l s  seamless ly  in to  the  bar / l i v ing  area ,  wh ich
sp i l l s  seamless ly  on to  the  pa t io  th rough s tacked g lass  doors .

"We wanted to  make the  k i tchen the  hub.  When somebody 's  in  the
k i tchen,  they  want  to  be  par t  o f  what 'g  go ing  on , "  S tuhmer  says  Th is
sense o f  togetherness  ex tends  to  the  ar t ,  too ,  such as  scu lp to r  Bob
Wi l fong 's  p iece ,  "C i rc le  o f  Love, "  seen th rough the  k i tchen w indows
g iv ing  way to  the  cour tyard .
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