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BY CINDI R. MACIOLEK

ow that people are staying in tleir homes longer
due to the state of tle housing market, remodeling
has definitely seen an uptick. The philosophy is

since you're going to be in the house for awhile, you might
as well make the most of it. Local interior designers and
builders have seen the trend firsthand.

"The remodeling projects began about two years ago,"
said Jill Abelman, owner of Inside Style Home. "Before, it
was always new construction.You have to think, how long
do you plan to stay in the house? What is your attention
span? It used to be that people lived in a house in LasVegas

for a couple of years, then moved up to something new.
Things are different now."

Leslie Parraguirre, president of Colours, Inc. agrees
that people are making the most of what they have. "Your
home needs to be your sanctuary while you're living in it
because you probably won't sell it for a few years. Our
esthetic senses are heightened, too, but be smart about
where you spend your money. If you keep a clean bone
structure and classic lines, you can adapt the rest to keep
current. Recent clients have been looking for that light airy
feeling with white walls."

APRrL2or I LUXJRYLVcoM 55



REN

56 LUXURYLVcoTI | 'rentr zott

Plus, technologY is changing' so n

desiqn for work and hobbY sPaces

*"'i" 1"r, obsessive about thing



existing Colcufto Gold rygrblEor the flooring ond the entire shower
Photo by lim K. Decker

J. Christophel Stuhmer, plcsidcnt of Christophcr I-lornes, citcs

thc tlcnd ol livirrg in an cstablishccl ncighborhood "Pcoplc are now

rpprcciating thc value ofliving in rnaturc ncighborhoods, arrd that rneans

rruyirrg an existing home that oftcn ncccls to bc rcmodcled. It's not just

rbout new cabincts or nerv componcnts It's about incorpolating ncw

.lcsign trends into the overall livability of thc housc.

"Apart fi'om yoru health, your iarnily ancl your li-iends, your- hon're

.ontlibutes to your happiness," continuccl Stuhrncr. "Your hon're is the gleatest

rt'llcction of wl'ro you are and youl uniquc irltcrcsts It should inspirc you."
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Kcvin llichards, owncl' ol ScentsanrlSprays conr ancl stolc itt LasVcgas,

was a bachclor wl.rcn hc ptuchascd his hornc in thc northu,cst part o[

thc va11cy. Scvcn ycals latcr, hc's nou. a larnily rnan. Wrth his growing

family, thc floor plan was no longcl wolking as rvcll as it coukl, so

llicharcls and his wifc, Janicc, bcgan talking abor.rt rcmoclclirrg.

"'Ihc usagc of thc home changccl sigr-rificantly frorn rvhcn I first

bought it," said Richards. "Now, witl'r a wil'c ancl two small children, wc

hacl a dccision to rnake.We could dcal with thc tnarkct ancl thc banks,

ol u,e could stay whcre \\.e wcrc ancl tnakc it work. We decided it rnade

morc scuse to stay pllt and rnakc somc changcs

"Janicc was rcally intcrested in remodeling, but I u'antcd it as a gifi

fbr hcr," continucrl Richards. "l kept telling hcr wc wcren't going to

do it, but in thc mcantime, I was intervieu.ing contractols. I wanted

to find one tl.rat wc could trust. We weren't 1:iving in a Christopher

homc, but I kncw of thcil reputation and I }reard thcy had a rcmodeling

clivisiorr, so I was cxcited to har.e t}rern work on our house.
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lvlore than 22 Years Experience

Previously owned a salon
in Los Gatos, California

lvakeup artist for photography
and motion picture industry

"l cxplaincd tl-rc corrccpt of thc gamc room

ancl npscalc postlcr loom to thcm, ancl I felt

comfortablc that thcv u'oulcl do a great job. I

u'antcd it to bc a sur-plisc Chlistmas prcscnt lbr

rny rvifc, but I s'as so itnpaticut, two days bcfore

Christn-ras I brokc dorvrr and told Janice. Shc then

took thc timc to sclcct all thc frnishes. Working

with Christophel Hornes was great bccausc they

had rclationships rvith a uumbcr of vcndols, so it

rnade ottr life casier',

"Thc overall planning took about 30 days,

but thc actual rvork happerrcd whilc we wcrc on

vacation We lcft lbl four days, and during that

time, thcy took dorvn a wall, closed off a door and

added ncrv flooling and lighting. Wc came home

and it rvas spotless and beautiful.

"Phase I was driven by a farnily changc; but

nou, wc'Le looking at doing Phase II, which was

ch'iven by me after I saw what a nice job they did.

We're completcly changing thc feel of the house,
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just by upgrading fixtures and finishes. We're

planning to stay in this house so we want to

be happy while we're here. We're doing the

kitchen next - while we're out of town!"

FROM SMALLER PLACE
TO PERFECT SPACE

Parraguirre had already remodeled three

homes for this particular client. So, when they

decided to downsize, it was important that

the 3,600-square-foot space was utilized to its

maximum potential. Parraguirre worked with

Crisci Builders to make the remodel happen.

"We realiy did a lot of work with this

house," said Parraguirre, "We incorporated an

outdoor eating nook into the living space and

evened out the back wall ofthe house creating

more indoor room. The entire kitchen was

reworked. This is a woman who loves to

entertain, so the kitchen was a critical part of

the remodel. We also converted the walk-in

pantry into wine storage.

"The exterior also saw a dramatic

rework," continued Parraguirre. "The

lront yard had a huge lawn. We made that

smaller, added desert landscaping, but most

importantly, we created a courtyard that you

can reach through French doors offthe front

rooms. The back yard had a lovely pool and

pergola, but we added a fire pit, moved the

barbeque area and added a letaining wall

for the landscaping. That helped to control

the foliage and my clients gained about six

additional feet in their yard."
Managing the budget is always a key

element of the remodeling process, and this

home was no different.Two areas in particular
kept the budget in check. The hardwood

on the first floor needed to match, so any

additional spaces included a hand hewn burnt

wajnut. However, an engineered version was

used upstairs.

In the master bath, the vanity countertops

and the shower dam were a gorgeous Calcutta

Gold marble, but it was just too pricey for

the flooring and the entire shower surround.

Parraguirre found a porcelain tile with veining

that mimics marble, close enough to fooi the eye.
' Another cost cutting move was utilizing

a closet company to build out the cabinets in

the laundry room and the new pantry rather

than purchase custom cabinets like those in

the kitchen.

"We had to rethink the use of all the spaces,

and decide where best to spend our budget,"

said Parraguirre. "Now, everything works.

The girls' rooms upstairs were freshened up,

and thc downstairs bcdroom is an exercise

room that also accommodates their son with a

murphy bed when he's in town.

"lt's important to have the whole team

together right from the beginning. The

staging is different for a remodel. You need

product more quickly than when you're

building a new house. You have to make

sure product arrives on time when the

contractors are ready to work.

"The whole expcrience of having

something new should be pleasant. You

want to walk into a peaceful place when

you come home."

ITCHING FORA
FIRST FLOOR REMODEL

When Jon and Myrna moved into their

Christopher home over five years ago, they
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Christo|her Home\ Remodeling Division freshened up

this kitchen by redoing the countertops, bocksp,osh,

flooring ond applidnces.

wcren't sure how long thcy wcre going to

stay. They began to look at other housing

options, but always camc back to their own.

Howcver, they did gct idcas by looking at new

propertics, and that led to the itch to remodel.

"Wc started out by wanting to do

somcthing wilh our mastcr bathroom most of

all," said Jon. "We receivcd a brochure from

Christopher Homes about their remodcling

division, and we thought that was a great

option for us. After all, we were planning to

gut the entire first floor and since Chlistopher

built it originally, they had all the blueprints.

It just made sense.

"The kitchen was freshened up,"

continued Jon. "We kept the cabinets but

redid the countertops, backsplash, flooring

and appliances. The laundry room went to a

stack system and we added hanging space for

the first time . We also added custom cabinets
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in thc mastcr bath ancl launclry. In the powder

room, wc replaccd the lixturcs, addcd a

rnarblc countertop and a vcssel sink. We laid

bamboo flooring throughout. We paintccl

evcrything as wcll."

"We gavc thcm a dcadline becausc wc

wcre expecting company, and they rosc to thc

challenge," said Myrna. "The wholc proccss

took about six wccks."

"\Me complctcly changcd the layout o[

thc master bath, and wc needecl sorneonc

with imagination to makc sense of what wc

wantcd," said Jon. "We rcmoved the bathtub

that we never use, made thc shower largel and

adcled a closet so we now have more storagc

Thcy created thlce differcnt designs for us,

and we chose the one we liked best.

"Our advice to someone who is going

to do a remodel is to find a one-stop shop.

Having to do it ourselves just lcaves me

cold. Also, know that it's going to cost more

than you anticipate. Part of it was our doing

bccause we went for the higher end finishcs,

but we also ran into an issue in the bathroom

as the codes had changed since the place was

built, and as they did the remodel, we had to

bring everything up to code.They had to tear

out the concrete floo5 reinstall the shower

drain and reroute the pipes."

"Home priccs have declined and peoplc

arc hcsitant to put their homcs on the markct

so thcy're lcmoclcling," saicl Myrna. "Wc

don't worry l-oo much about resalc. Usualh

bathrooms, kitchcns and floorings hold thc

valuc, plus wc plan to stay herc for awhilc "

FROM I(ITSCHY MADNESS
TO MODERN GLAM

When Amy and Pat Nolan of Tcxas wcrc

looking fol a vacation hornc with a view, tho

sturnbled upon a unit in RegcncyTowers.Thc

1878-square-foot condo would serve tl-rcrr

wcll, both lor thcir frequent LasVcgas visits,

ancl for friends and family that would use it

whcn thcy wercn't here. Howevcr, it was

caught in an interior design time warp from

thc ' 70s .

"Thc colors were overwhelming, but the

project didn't scare us," said Amy. "We've

done remodcls before, and Pat has a ver\

good eye for design. Our biggest conccrn

was doing it from afar, but working with Jill

Abelman macle it much easier. Without her,

I don't know how we could have made it

through the project."

"The whole process took about a year

from our first mceting," said Pat. "lt was a

little ionger than we anticipated, but since it's



a high rise, we were dealing with the management association and a
lot of other homeowners. We could only work during certain hours,
everything had to be approved and even things like the number of
dumpsters we could use was regulated.

"We also raised some ceilings, rerouted duct work, and since it
was an old building we decided to just go ahead and upgrade some
mechanicals," continued Pat. "Since we anticip?te keeping the property
for a long time, it just made sense to do these additional changes whlle
everything was gutted. All of that took extra time and money.',

"Our home inTexas is very traditional with heavy woods," saidAmy.
"We told Jill that we wanted our place in Las Vegas to be comfortable
but different from ourTexas home, so we told her to go contemporary.
We opened up some walls to take advantage of the view, which is
incredible. Jill came back with a great design.',

The remodel included upgrading the kitchen, bathroom remodels
and an increase in storage, particularly in closet space.

"We didn't stay within our budget. In fact, we exceeded it by about
35 percent. Part of that was because we selected more expensive
finishes. Part was because of the general upgrades due to the age of
the unit. And, part was because it was more expensive to do the work
in LasVegas than what we were used to inTexas. However, we never
intended it to be a flip; we plan to keep the property for quite some
time so it was well worth it.

"We are very pleased with way it turned out," continued pat. ,,We

didn't have anywhere to go but up. people are in awe of it.you can,t
replicate the view at night. There's not another view like it inVegas.', E
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