Woody in his greenhouse



Plant grows along brick wall in basement stairwell.

Woody Longhurst
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What Tomatoes Woody Grows!

BY BETTY HALE
Special to Journal

Jack may have his beanstalk, but
Woody Longhurst has his tomato
plant. It is 9 feet tall, 18 feet wide
and at the present time there are 48
ripe tomatoes growing there!

This tomato was planted March
1, 1982, along a brick wall in the
basement stairwell where Lon-
ghurst has built a slanting roof of
plastic and installed solar equip-
ment for heat. The tomato bore
profusely last year and quit bloom-
ing in late December. By the time
the tomatoes on the vine had rip-
ened (March 1) blossoms began to
appear again so he just left the
plant in place. The vine continued

to grow and set on another crop of
tomatoes which now seems to be at
its peak. The plant rested only
during the marginal sunlight time.

The tomato has a stalk like a tree
and is supported against the wall,
It is a late variety bearing large
fruit. He has provided a climate
that was right and fertilized with
nature’s fertilizer from his own
barnyard.

The solar system and rock heat
storage furnishes the home with hot
walter and adds heat to the house as
well as the greenhouse. A strawber-
ry bed in a separate lean on the
same south side of the house has
already born its first crop of straw-
berries. The whole system cost less

than $400.
Longhurst leans toward organic
gardening and has devoted custom-

.ers who buy the corn he raises on

his place each year.

‘Idaho’s growing season isn’t al-
ways quite long enough,” says Lon-
ghurst. “My philosophy about that
is just to adjust your lifestyle to the
area in which you live. When it
snows we ski, (we means Woedy’s
wife, April, and their combined
families including 14 children.)
When the sun shines, we fish and
swim or water ski. If the season
seems a little short for growing
plants, we find a way to give them
some protection. It is just doing the

_best with what you have.”


















Family party tradition—the pinata!

Woody'’s retirement from Garrett Freightlines



April received her Master’s degree in Counseling
from Idaho State University

A Iabo of Iove—-rﬁaking photo albums
for each member of the family

April with Dan, Catherine, Sue and her Longhurst family reunion, July 10, 1992, Creekside Park,
mother, Willie Barton, in Alaska, 1991 Holladay, Utah
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October, 1983, from left: Brandon, Woody and Ashton
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Visit to Dublan, Mexico (captions written by April)
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Visit with LaSelle Taylor, Woody'’s best friend from his youth
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Barton Family reunion, Blue Mountain Resort
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Longhurst home in Pocatello
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1994

The busy summer season
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Woody in the corn patch
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Della eating Woody's fresh vegetables 1994

April visiting her daughter Cecile's grave in
Monticello, Utah
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Fresno, California trip, November, 1994



Ice Fishing at Mackay Reservoir
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Aerial Photo of Longhurst home and surrounding area.
(Presented to Woody by his children, 1999)







W. W. Longhurst family at Woody's surprise 8oth Birthday party
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Woody and April



Warren and Sharon Longhurst and family




DeVon and Bobby Longhurst and family







Connie and Ken Mason and family




Sandra and Paul Perry and family




Loalyn and George Hellewell and family
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April with her children and their families



Susan, Dan, and Catherine

John and Teresa Lee, and Grar;dma Barton



Susan and Brent Done and family
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