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CALVIN ‘DFI,0S McCOXBER

PATRIARCH

POCATELLO STAKE

Pocatello, Idaho February 11, 1940

A blessing given by Patriarch Calvin Delos ¥McOmber upon the head of
Woodrow Wilson Longhurst

son of Warren Longhurst snd Lavenla Moffett, born February 10, 19207
at Colonia Dublaen, Chih. Mexico.

T2
Brother Woodrow ¥ilson Longhurst, by virt:e of the Prlesthood I
bear, I place my hands upon your heasd and glve unto you a Patrierchel
Blessing thst may be & comfort snd & gulde «nd an encouragement to
you throughout your lifc.

I bless you that you may nave heslth and strength in your body,
thstgyour mind mey be alert and guick to percleve truth end rlght, sand
that you will be able to decern evil and error and that the Epirit of
the Lord will be with you to gwide und direct your footsteps; that
you mey order your lifes course in the way of righteousness end truth.
Seek wisdom and knowledge out of books and heed the words of those who
teach the Gospel truths, that they may become a part of your 1ife and
that you will not be led awey from the stroight and narrow path by the
teachings of men that ave in error and are seeking to thwart the pur-
poses of the Lord, but thst you may be 2ble to undercstand the principles
of tne Gospel and the doctrines Lihereof; that ther msy become a part of
your life; that each day you may be guided «nd directed by wour under-
standing end knowledge of the truth.

The Lord has grante & cholce spirilt to you «nd if you
‘ie will guide end dlrect you in the proper course, thet you =111 be
able to fulfill your lifes mission pleasing unito.Him end to your own
Joy end happiness from righteous doing; that it will be & joy and a
source of strength znd .ower to you in all that you do. And I bless
.you thst you may heve wisdom, judgyement, snd underctrnding in your
temperal affairs ezs wel) as your spiritual affairs; thst you may be
led and guided to do the things thut shell be to your 500& und for the
good of those who &re dependant upon you; thut when problems arise
you shall have the proper understa ding, that those problems may be
overcome, thet your attitude may be righ:t and thst In hemility the Lord
will bless &nd guide you through the various changes and scenes of

G

ere humble

< your life.

And in as much as you expect soon to 2o to the

of the blessings therein, I blessyou "hut ;our m'nd éi;pig ;go;eﬁg;ve
alert so that you muy understand tlio Gospel truths thaot you will see
~and hear expliined; thset you muy re llze and apprecicte your ralati
ship to the Lord and liis work; and tie % tho beauties of the ordi i
P iis Holy House will be understood b : gl o

2 ¥y you and that you e

fevl tne importance of the work therein performed nndythuriiéusgilﬁnd
be led to ap:reciate the priviledge you have of 8oing into the H

of the Lord and entering into the iioly bunds Ines

of ma
proper wiy and that your heurt will be filled withtgégo?z ;g g?e
that the Lord has priviledged you this great blessing, end tg zing
together with your comgsnion, wour home mey be sne of’jo "
and love, that you may trzvel 1lifes roud together succesgfa?d harmony
thst 1n your home may come blessings to you thet will ully and

i g £111 your h
with joy snd that you will ap.reclete the Jour heart
in vour 1%fasa nnann in nnnhg: a1 anAad mnpr1V1led83 of sturting out
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| : = _——_|. am willing to do that because I love ears We shared an account of
| Dad & Apl‘ll I her so. : Xulann's birth experience in a family
Dear Family home evening setting and Ihe'n
h We are still hoping and praying for informed the children of Sharon’s
The first letter of the year caught us moisture. After two real dry years unfavorable medical test. I guess it
by  surprise. Having just been we are noyv even dryer this year served to help bond our love for one
logether a few days earlier, we had thal: ever in my memory. If we another as many tears were shed.
not thought of there being a family deni(ReetiRama e lormspal Espon e :
ol b (iion, Ohl wallit gave: the will be hurting bad.. .No! ur?ly for [ enFluse r.ny (journal) account of van
crops, but for the fisheries, which are experience just concluded, in the spirit

aditor a chance for some space. We
enjuyed those that were published.

Sy far this year April's
been the biggest news item from this
hinusehold. For her it was a rather
abrupt ending from the many pleasant
events in sequence for days before. I
doubt she would tell how much of a
trauma it was. It was really tough
on  her. After more than three
weeks, she is just now able to get
around without crutches. It will be a
long time before she can feel safe on
her legs, and not have pain. There
has been much improvement and there
have been few complications.

surgery has

I offered to give the final lesson of
the vyears course in Gospel Doctrine
class for April, since she could not be
there. As it turned out, il seemed I
was the logical person to give it It
was to trace origin and history of the
church in our state, local area, and
ward. As 1 looked over the ward
membership, [ realized I am an old
timer here. In the class, only Erma
and Wahlon had been here longer
than . Many people knew very little
of the information given, and were
very appreciative to learn firsthand.
It was fun getting it all together; it
brought back a Iot of good memories.

Before the weather turned cold [ was
prompted to get the fruit trees
pruned, and a year's supply of wood
cut out of the big shade trees. We
have worked hard getting a lot of
things done downstairs that have
needed altention. It has made a lot
of improvement for the house, Now
of late we have been doing house
cleaning.

Ice fishing has not been “real hot"
but fair., I find even though we eat
fish quite regularly, there is still some
extra with only two of us at home.
I'd like to know who of you dear
family like fish, so 1 won’t be going
out in that dreadful weather for
naughl.  April says “no body should
have to get up that early, go out in
the cold and work that hard all day
to put food on the table" I tell her I

*this was  not

already hard hit.

As some of you have requested, | am
sending copies of your mothers and
my Patriarchal blessings. Since both
have been mostly fulfilled, it is well
that you all read and appreciate what
was promised us especially relating to
raising a family.

Love to all, Dad and April

Dear Family,

The last several months have been
very emotional ones for Sharon and I,
yet they have been rewarding also.
One missionary home, reports, a
wedding, a new son-in-law, Jolana,
and all the rest. Sharon’s scare and
our concern for her as cancer once
again “raised it's dreaded -and ugly
head Just for you gal's information:
- detected  in  self
examination or by the doctor’s recent

examination. Only by  routine
mammogram. It was less than 1 cm.
in diameter but malignant. Early
detection and surgical removal was
accomplished and this it is believed
offers the best outcome. The doctor

feels confident that he got it all and
I feel it is so.

The strength of your
spiritual  support was
and made it easier,

and all Sharon is doing well and
comes home tomorrow (as 1 write)
after a four day hospital stay.
Whether it was a reoccurrence of the
first cancer or a new one we don't

prayers and
definitely felt
Thank you each

know and it is not too significant.
What is disconcerting is that we've
been through it all before. We have

the faith (just as before) that it is
over and that she is cured. Darrin
and | gave her a blessing.

1 had Lupi, Colissa and Darrin come
home from Ricks the day we got
back from Oregon with Jolana It
was their first meeting in about two
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of sharing and with
count towards your experience thal in
the even! perhaps someone else may
draw strength there from. May it be
received in the same spiril it is given
is my prayer. I have, with these
events, been given a considerably
sharper understanding of some elernal
principles. I have cried a lot in
conternplating  and  writing of it
Words only are an attempt to describe
feeling.

the hope it will

Love Warren

Grandfather For a Day

It was several months ago when I
first learned that my daughfer was
pregnant.  Things were not going too
well at home with respects to Jolana
and she decided to live outside our
home, with some neighbors who have
a daughter her own age. This girl
had been married, gave birth to a
baby very soon after, then got

divorced and moved back with her
baby into her parents home. We
were displeased with Jolana’'s decision
to leave and felt worse about where
she went, but hindsight later proved
it to be a valuable experience for her.
After a week or so she came while |
was at work and told her mother that
she was about Iwo months pregnant
The news was a shock to me but not
a complete surprise. [ had known for
several months that the Spirit of the
Holy Ghost was not with her.

Soon after the shocking news became
a reality to me | had a lot of
feelings of anger. [ found it more
difficult to go about daily duties and
especially was it hard to do my
church assignments in the customary
way. As parents  we  were
heartbroken and all family relationships
seemed  strained. I've since tried lo
repent of the weaknesses. | remember
laying awake nearly all of one night

crying. © Some out loud and a lot
more inside. I was to become a
grandfather [ thought, but what is so




grand about this!
never euvisioned becoming a
grandfather  in  this  way. Was this
really happening? What about eternal
consequences?

In all my lite [

I sought
leaders,
Months

counsel  from
many prayers were offered.
passed and little seemed to
change. About the time external
change was quite apparent
mother-lo-be,  inner  changes
started  also. Now more
accept counsel, all marriage
considerations behind, Jolana living at
home again, the valued benefil of
LDS Social Services began to work its
effect. A foster home in Oregon was
arranged for.  Jolana spent aboul iwo
months there where  she  grew
enormously (aot just physically.) She
had prayed a lol and was strongly
considering adoption of the baby that
was coming. She gave birth a few
weeks early to a healthy and beautiful
little girl  She was not quite 5 12
Ibs. and a very good looking baby.

Priesthood

finally
willing to

It would be about two days before
Sharon and | could gel away to go to
Oregon. 1 wasn’t sure | wanted to
see the child at first. My own
grandchild! We were asked to “bring
the camera” [ almost wished I didn’t
have one. Sharon, rather than going

alone, decided to wait an extra day so
I could go too and it would be
cheaper to drive anyway. Right after
work we left and drove all night for
an event that turned out to be one
of the most emotional and spiritual
experiences of my life.

Before arriving at the
shopped and bought a pretty little
outfil lo dress the baby in.  Jolana
was very weak and pale from losing
a lot of blood. She told all about
the birth experience and how much
she loved that pretty baby. She held
it, loved it, fed it, changed it and all
For thres days she cared for it. She
knew, however, at the time the baby
was laid on her tummy just minutes
after birth, that this child was not to
be hers. As hard as it was, she
remained strong in that conviction.

hospital we

We visited Jolana and our grandchild
for an hour or so before three people
from LDS Soclal services came and
oxplained many things. They told of
the process for selecting adoptive
puente  wnd  anewored Joland's  meny
questions. The questions were well
thought out and so mature, all
reflecting a tremendous mother-daughter
love. She wanted fotal assurance of
the qualifications of those adoptive
parents. She was most scrutinizing
and thorough. 1 was overwhelmed at
her understanding of what good
parents should be! Few children come
into this world, I thought, with such
screening as to the circumstances they

will live un Yet that was the
case here. ~ match seemed right
in every

‘answered.

with the.

" not yet met.

ble detail and all

The selection of new parents had
been made independently by two
different social workers from a file of
many applicants. Both had received a
spiritual witness (independently) that a
cerfain couple was the right choice.
Legal papers were reviewed and
explained and then we were left alone

for ftinal considerations and for the

birth mother's decision.
eternal consequences. Jolana already
had her witness, but it was so very
hard to follow through, and it had to
be and was, her choice alone.

A decision of

Baby Girl Longhurst, the only name
by which she shall be known fo us,
was dressed in her pretty new clothes
and placed in her birth mother’s arms.
Jolana had requested a blessing and I
felt the desire to bless both of them,
I guess you could «cal it a
Father’s-Grandfather’s blessing as she
held her baby and I placed one hand
on each of their heads. Peace and
comfort  was  pronounced at  the
beginning of the blessing and
immediately the power of the Holy
Ghost as a Comforter was fell in
abundance. Blessings and  promises
were made to them individually and
some of mutual consequences. The
feeling of the Holy Spirit, of Jolana,
and that of this new born, all three
at the same time was undescribable.
I was given an acquaintance with the
spirit, by the Spirit, of that person
who had received this beautiful little
five 1b. plus body. The spirit was
that of a young, mature woman-pure
and innocent and noble. She rejoiced
in being born, was grateful to her
birth mother for providing her body
which  seemed so  perfect and
completely developed. She did not
know what was in stors for her in
the course of her mortal life but she
did know and understood that her
parents who would rear her, she had
she was peaceful and
patient but I knew she was most
anxious to meet them. She sensed
her eternal destiny ‘and I blessed her
with that as well as many other
things including health, safety, love for
her parents, a desire to be obedient
and to one day be married in the
temple and become a candidate for
the Celestial Kingdom., [ could clearly
understand and fesl that much.

The promise was given that they both
would feel a mutual bond throughout
lifo 20 long as thoy livod worthily of
the Holy Ghost, and that one day
they would meel in the life hereafter
if not this one, and come to love and
know each other as sisters.

| wanted lo remain in the attitude of
that blessing but it was completed and
came to a close. In a special way,
unique to me, I was attracted to and
felt love for a person who on that
day was indeed my GRAND-daughter.

spirit revealed it
others, and it
Power of God -

to me as well as
becomes so by the
the Holy Priesthood.

After the Priesthood blessing and 2
marvelous spiritual manifestation which
was felt by all present, Jolana hugged
and kissed her baby, told her how
much she loved her and hoped she
would understand, then placed her in
the basket. By her own limited
strength she wheeled the baby down
the hall towards the nursery and
silently = sobbing  parents  followed.
Probably no funeral procession could
be any more grievous. Then we
rounded the corner to the back
entrance of the large glass windowed
nursery, and at the doorway, a final
good-bye. Jolana picked up her baby
once more, hugged her, kissed her,
and sobbing all the while, told her
how much she loved her and hoped
she would understand, and for the
final time placed her back in the
basket.

We learned later thal after the signing
of the papers the adoptive parents
were nolified. When they arrived at
the meeting place a few hours later
they were most excited and anxious
for this day They felt a baby was
on ils way and had prepared for il
We were fold that in spite of the
excitement, and before their acceplance,
they wanted a spiritual witness that
this was the right baby for them.
Together with the baby they
withdrew into a room privately and
prayed for their answer.  Within ten
or fifteen minutes they came out with
a spiritual confirmation that it was so.

Four or five
mother for

gifts from the birth
the baby were presented
by one of the social workers to the
new  parents. They included a
beautiful black and white velvet dress
she would wear at about age four or
five, a toy white rabbit with the
wish that she would always remain
pure, a white crocheted afghan to be
blessed in (the first piece of crochet
work made by Jolana) and nesting
black wooded boxes in the shape of
hearts in which she is to Kkeep a
letter to be written someday in the
future by her birth mother. Later
that night a moessage was received
indirectly from the adoptive parents
thanking the birth mother for her
great sacrifice.

Many tears were shed at that nursery
doorway by all of us. There were
spectators at the front of the nursery
who through the glass witnessed that

emotional scene but understood not.
Yet that innocent babe in the baskel,
who shed not a tear, understond.

Understood perhaps better than any of
us. The several hours [ knew my
granddaughter, though awake much of
the time, she shed not a tear nor
fussed even a  whimper--physical
evidence, we felt, of her understanding

It was hard to let go. Anyone
experiencing  such  an acquaintance
would have difficulty in biddi

farewell. Yet it was to be so. The
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and pt of that glorious day.
Yet the spiritual evidence of her



understanding  and accaptance made it
w even more gloriows day,  That is
how | huew my granddaughter, when
I was Grandfather For a Day.

|| Devon & Bobby l

Family,

We saw Jered off at
Jan. 3lIst.  His
18

Arizona Tempe Mission
1871 East Del Rio Drive
Tempe, AZ. 85282

the airport on
mission home address

Hic curient address is:
2416 CPUC-NOG Hwy. ®#196

Nugales, AZ. 85621

He had 3 “Libros de Mormon" to
give oul on his 1 1/2 hour trip to
Arizona.

We got a call from the MTC around
New Years to come and pick up
Jered and his companion and bring
them to Salt Lake to baptize his best
friend (From High School) who had
decided it was time. An unusual
experience, our whole family got to
see him baptize and confirm his first
mission  baptism. It was a special
experience, We felt somewhat
awkward in (hat we had bid him
farewell. We fed them “Mexican
Casserole" after the event and the
power of the evening resulted in
nearly all of our children to bear their
testimonies the  following  Sunday.
Jered served as an assistant to his
Branch President at the MTC. We
have learned that Jered’s mission is
about to be split.

Love Devon

Missionary Update
In his letters, Jered portrays the kind
of missionary that we could all admire.
His testimony of the work he is doing
is very powerful and moving, and
radiates his energetic spirit in every
word. No doubt he has truly seen
the vision of his mission, and has felt
our heavenly father’s awe-inspiring love
in the process; it makes me want to
g0 serve as  a missionary all over

again. He says “It's such an awesome
feeling 1o feel the spirit everyday!
There aren’t words to describe the

power of God & his son Jesus Christ
that I feel, that [ hold, that I can
share*  He also writes to his family
these words “Love each other, don’t
fight or scrap, or anything. Life is
to short to scrap with anyone, why
there’s barely enough time t{o even
love anyone let alone fight. If not
for your selves, do it for me, and if
not for me, for the Lord" (a short
summery of two letters received by

‘his  family,

. lreasure

and commented on by

David.)

[ Rorem

Dear Family,

We apologize for missing the letter last
month. Christmas and New Years
were long gone before [ realized |
had not written and that the time
was  past, I know how much wse
Ionk forward to recelving the lstter
and how disappointing it is when we
don’t hear from someone now and
then.

Thanks to you who have written to
us and filled us in on all the
fastivities and other pertinent
“goings:on” from the holidays. It
made us feel a part of everything, [
was sad to hear of Luella's passing.
April, thank you for the obiluary
clipping; it has some family history in
it that may help in some genealogy
work. I, for one, know very little
about mom’s  family and their
background and am very interested in
gathering stories, elc As [ have
viewed the video tape of our family
and dad and mom’s friends, etc, it
has sparked a keen interest in me of
our ancestors. [ can’t help but think
that anyone who is on film in this

tape as an adult or young adult
would have a flood of memories
return to them if they saw
themselves, and that these memories
would make a .valuable addition to
family history. How funr it would be

if that could happen! [ was wishing
us children could all watch parts of it
together and have some good laughs!
I've not yet made it through even
half of the tape because of my
piece-meal, viewing. This is a real
to me, dad, [ thank you so
much for making it possible for each
of us to have it

We all seem to be doing pretly good.
Earl's new job is keeping him busy
and he likes it, (working with
homeless  projects). Greg has just
finished his final lests of the Ist
semester his sophomore year - and
is waiting for results to see if he
qualifies to begin driving (Home rule)
Also, he s having his Eagle project
looked at foday for approval to begin
that. Wendy is turning 13 next
Sunday and is looking forward to
being a teenager, She has sprouted
like Jack's beanstalk almost overnight it
seems and is on her way to becoming
a lovely young woman, Kami is a
little anxious for all of that to happen
to her at 11, and she keeps hearing
the same things over again about her
time will come, etc. She and Ashley
play really well together and I'm
thankful they have each other
Ashley doesn’t like the idea of doing
her part of the work yet, with so
many still around to do for her, but
she is slowly being introduced to
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carrying her load, Lonnie 15 talking
of going lo adull education to get his
diploma and we hope he does if
We thank you for your prayers in his
behalf. We really feel that the Lord
has blessed him  enough through
everyone's faith and prayers o keep
him from complelely going duwn the
tubes. It's hard to see your own
flesh and blood reject thal which is
most basic and dear o you. How
our Heavenly Father must have fell
when a third of his children rejected
the wonderful plan for us!

As for me, 1 keep busy gaing to the
family  history center, re-doing our
filing  systam, regular  hama  duties.
(with a lof turned over fo the kids)

Tough-love work with other people.
giving plano lessons, and my YW
calling. Out of room. Till next time.

Love Karyn & Family

Il Connie & Ken Il

Dear Family;

end of the month
quickly gone.
must get

Slow again! The
comes so fast and s
I's the third already so I
this in the mail

Lonnie on the front
January’ New Eia

Wow! was that
cover of the

magazine. It sure does look like him.
Every time my eye calches it | do a
double take. If you don’t have the
magazine, take a look at somebody
wha cees. ! think you’ll agree with
me.

Well, our biggest news is we are in

the process of buying a house. We

finally found one that we like and
that will fit our needs. Of rourse it
costs more than we would like, bul so
does everything now. The housing
market here is so much affected by
whal is going on in California
(Houses there are mdiculously high.)
On top of that, Seattle was just

named by some national survey as the
number one place in the country now
to live. Sealtle’s prices have been on
a steady increase for the last few
years and this only added to it. We
are also so close to Seattle that
Tacoma follows suit to everything
that's happening there.  Many people
buy and live in Tacoma and commute
into Seattle because it's cheaper here.
Anyway, we are excited to finally
have a home. We are still wailing
on the word from the bank and then
we can schedule a closing date, so we
don’l know when the day (moving
day) will be

We got a nice note from Sheldon, A
returning missionary brought it back
with her. [ think Sheldon intended
for 'her to pay us a visit, but she
ended up just dropping it in the mail
It would have been nice lto visit with
her, but anyway we were pleased to




that he
both
their

hear from Sheldon and know
s doing well We wish
missionaries  well and pray for
SHLCess

| spent many, many hours this last
week redoing a book on preparedness
and sutvival for the church’s booth in

the annual home and garden show.
(The stake  public  communications
director just happens to be in our
ward and knows we have a
computer.) Most of the information

was alteady typed in, but it certainly
wasn't in any logical form and needed
lots of editing. Whoever typed in the
text did not know how to use a
compuler and entered it as though
they were typing on a type-writer.
There wae a hard return at the end
of every line ‘and spaces fo cenler
lext instead of the computer functions
that word processors  do. Those of
you who are at all familiar with the

computer know how that can screw
up a document. So I had to change
all of that. [ finally got it ready to

be illustrated and printed.  There is
some good stuff in the book. I'll try
and get a copy for each family. If
nothing else, we now have it on the
computer so we can give copies of
that anyway.

Well, HAPPY VALENTINES DAY to
everyone. We do love you all

Connie and Ken

Dear Family,

Wow 1990 has been strange to
write! And /12 of it gone already.
[ hope we all can accomplish some of
our goals before it slips completely
away. Winter is strange in Pocatello.
Hardly any snow at all - just skiffs
here and there - and unusually warm!
We have had a few days of cold
and the wind has blown a lot to
make it seem even colder; but all in
all it's been more like early spring
than winter.

1 went with Dad (o Rupert to
Luella’s funeral last month. We saw
many of the relatives, it was a nice
service and good to see people. Hard
on her family of course.

It's different 1o write a letter every
month when you feel like everything
is the same. I guess sometimes no
news is good news.

Here's hoping everyone has a healthy
and prosperous 1990
and prayers are with each of you and
we pray the Lord will bless you in
your triumphs.

Love, The Pery’s

- Tough-love

Our thoughts’

Loalyn & George

Dear Family,

Happy Valentines day! 1 guess I
wasn’t the only one who didn’t get a
letter in last month. We had just
gotten home from our trip, and it
slipped  right by that it was time. It
was really good to see family again,
and share in the wonderful events,

we hope you have recovered
knee surgery and are
back on your feet, doing lhe things
you love most. Dad, thank you for
your’s and Mom’s Patriarchal blessings.
(I noticed your's did not state your
lineage.)  Thanks for sharing more of
your life story with us The video
tape has been such a joy to walch
We do appreciate so. much all that
you'vs done  for  us..  preserving
memories like that for all of us is
really special It makes me wonder
how well we are doing in our own
family’s interest!

April.
fast from your

We ended up lowing our car lo
Denver to be fixed. George's dad
and step-mom came with us, since we
were using their car Our 12-hour
trip took 15 hours with 9 people in
one car. We were cramped, but very

glad to get here okay. -~ We enjoyed
having them here for an additional
week and being here for Ben’s

ordination to become a Deacon.

We've been successful in getting and
keeping Ben off of his medication.
He was on Ritilan, then Dexadrine,
then Desoxyn, for four and one half
years. He's a little harder at times to
manage, but he is growing up and a
lot more able to take control of
himself. Plus 'm learning better skills
to help all of us through our Stake's
group  called  Parents
Helping Parents. It is very interesting
and enlightening, but I'm finding out
it's very hard to break old habits and
patterns. We will keep trying!

George has a sister that does a lot of
genealogical research, and has made
great strides on her natural father's
line. Stephanie and Ben are going to
do Temple Baptisms next week on her
family file. Ben’s excited since it will
be his first time.

Stephanie has started ftaking sewing
lessons from a Sister in our ward that
has classes for children and adults,
They don’t learn that stuff in Home
Ec as much as they used to. She's
enjoying her class and works hard.

Spencer is all over the chicken pox,
but we're not sure who all he gave
them to. We took the bottle away
from him shortly after New VYear's,
and now we’re working on the
pacitier.. I cut the nipple off them all
just last night and he’s already very
uninterested in them. I wish it had
been so easy with all our kids!
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Warren and Sharon, our prayers are

with you today, We sincersly hope
things wourk out for the best We
pray loo that your doctors will be
thorough  and  careful,  that their
diagnosis  will be correct and that
you'll be okay Sharon. ['ve put your
name in the temple here, and hope

family everywhere has done the same.

I've gone to the
times recently, once
once for ground beef.
fasty. I also did
canning for the first time - il was
kind-of a Kkick. I did potato flakes
and quick oals, plus another lady’s
wheat and beans. It was easy and
fell good to have it done and in ow
storage. ['ve been using more of our
wheat lalely since we gol our grinder
last summer. I’'m getting better at
making bread with whole wheal flour,
adding things that help the fexture
Polato flakes seem lo make it soft and

cannery a couple
fo do chili, and
Both are real
some dry-pack

less dry. (Leftover cream-of wheat is
good in it too! My kids were
amazed!) Next on my cannery
agenda will be milk, plus geiting most
of our already stored bulk items into
smaller containers.

The trip is on i’s a first - watch

out paradise, here comes Loalyn! I'm
looking so forward to going lo Hawaii
for the first time and enjoying some
rest and relaxation. 1 will be staying
with George in MiIlitary quarters, for
$1500 extra a day. His is all paid
for, otherwise we couldn’t afford it
He says the are nice (Officers
Quarters) but Il have to drive to the
beach. A private military beach, with
guarded parking lot. May will be an
exciting month! Guess the time has
come to sign-off. Looking forward to
hearing from you all We love you
all

rooms

Love, Loalyn, George & kids.

|[ ~Shelly & Bryan ]I

Dear Family,

This month always seems to be the
“dead" of winter with very low
temperatures, frozen rather than fluffy
snow, cold nights, etc etc.  However
we've had a pretty dry winter
(they're aiready terming it a drought
year) I figure that's the reason for
bright red Valentine’s Day

decorationsto pul some life and color
back into the dreary winter blahs.

This is a day of miracles - no one in
our house has been sick for almost a

month now! | think that must make
some sort of record (maybe the
Guiness?) I's been rather nice not to

have to fight the crowds at the Dr's
office and Pharmacy. We've saved on
Kleenex, too.
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=Only a hare can reach
his goal on a rabbit’s
foot™

|| From Karyn II

m? STARS! THERE MWST E?

SOMETHING WRANG WITH
THIS SCALE! [T SM4S 1

= =

From Dawvid =l-|
exlra sheet of
lime you go to print a
document on your dot malrix prinfer?
Well here’s a tip thal might help, it
just requires a reformation of a few
habils. Since the default of a
document (in WordPerfect 50 & 5.1)
has one inch margins all the way
around it (assuming that is what you
commonly print out with), you can
change the top and bottom margins on
your document and solve the problem.
Change the top margin to 0" and the
bottom to 2", then advance the paper
in the printer one inch from where
you usually start printing. If your
printer works like several that [ have
used, the extra one inch of paper is
just enough for the rslaining rollers to
hold the paper against the main roller,
thus beginning printing exactly one
inch down from the top edge of
paper, and stopping one inch from the
bottom. Use the “Format" key

Fired of wasting that
paper every

© 1999, Washingtve Pout Wrilors Grow

pd%c [

(Shift-P8), select “2“ for Page Pormat,
then select “5" for Margins, and enlet
the top and bottom margins 0 2 2"
Whether using “Initial Codes” in the
“Initia.  Settings” in  the  “Setup"
Options (Shift-F1), or adding the Code
in the document each lime, with o1
without a Macro, you just might be
able to start your printing on the next

page from where you lore the las
one off,

The “Initial Settings™ lets you place
such settings un a page,, much like

the one you edit, to become a custom
“default* (which can always be
changed), allowing every document you

make lo automatically carry  those
fealures and functions you define.
This only eifecis the new documenis
you make. and not the others which

are already composed.  On previously

composed documents, use the “Format
Key" and place this setting as
described  above. (Wow, does that

little tip seem like a whole chapter of
the manual or what?)

Here’s a handy little machine to make
fresh bread with - with out making a
mess or taking the time to get it
done.  Susan’s parents picked one up
for about $200.00, and let us give it
a try. We had fun making three
loafs of bread, before they came back

to pick it up I's a real ball
watching this machine take the
ingredients, lurn them into dough,
allow it' rise, then cook it and cool it
off without any help; all in about
four hours, It's programmable for all

types of bread, and simple to use
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|| Dad & April |I

Dear Family

Just a quick note to tell you thanks
for your thoughtfulness in remembering
my birthday, and for such a nice gift.
I guess the suggestion is , that I go
fishing. Well I do hope to make
your gesture a practical one.  Thanks
too for your love and concern.

It seems 70 must be somewhat of a
magical number, or some sort of a
milestone. [ have never had so much
attention for a mere birthday. Oh,
well who knows how many more any
of us will have.

in the mail
be planting

I got some of my seeds
the other day, and wil
peppers and chile right away. It
takes longer to get them big enough
to set out Most of the other
greenhouse planting will be about the
first of March.

we still have some
nice tomatoes. They are ripening
about two a day. I'm sure it is not
the most economical crop in the world,
but they were in full bloom about
the time it began getting real cold,
and | guess beside wanting to see if
they would make it through the
winter, [ didn't have the heart to
close the door and let them freeze.
Well anyway [ have trimmed the
lower leaves off, so that as the
tomatoes ripen on the upper vine,
there is new growth coming from
below to give us a new crop come
spring.

Believe it or not,

We had a nice sweetheart
dance at the ward last night.
were a lot of recent
came over, some recent

dinner
There
“move outs"

“move ins"

that joined with the activity to make
it a real nice social. Even though the
transition factor is awesome, the spirit
seems to remain strong in the ward.
Thank goodness for that. I have seen
wards take on a ftotally different
attitude when too many changes come
about.

I was a bit disappointed for the fact
we had to pay up front for the
affair. We had buill up a budget
reserve of over $7,000, in the ward,
and while I was Bishop, we did all
of our socials from budget funds.
Even though I think it was a bit
unfair in some ways, to have to
forfeit those funds, I guess the fact
that people do not now have to pay
budget is more important.

I had intended to send this little note
separate, but now that it is already
almost the end of the month, (the
21st) I'll send it through the family
letter route.

Love Dad & April

Warren & Sharon

Dear Family,

After our lengthy letter last month
we’ll have a short one this month.
Warren so beautifully composed our

experience and feelings of a very
difficult situation that turned out to be
a very spiritual and moving one; I
commend him for that,

We are all doing well with Jolana
back in school, going 1o activities,
teaching a primary class, working, and
just received a very special Patriarchal
Blessing and bore her testimony in
Sacrament Meeting, She has been
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adjusting nicely and we are pleased

with her progress.

I am doing well in recovery and am

elated that [ don’t have fto take
chemotherapy since all tests were
negative,

Our family met Grandpa Saturday and
we all enjoyed a day of skiing
Targhee. [ didn’t tire out at all anc
~managed very well I’ve been very

active shortly after surgery and Jo
and I are enjoying a tole painting
class through adult education. Some

days are very emotional but generally
I stay on top of it with positive
thinking.

I would like
each of you and gratitude for
prayers and faith in my behalf.
have a testimony of the power of the

my love for
your

fo express

Priesthood and also the prayers of
others. 1 have felt the warmth from
them and almost as if I have been

engulfed and protected in a capsule

Thanks so much. It has all helped
us during these trying times of
experience we have had to go
through. 0.G. Mandino says
“experience is the greatest extract of
suffering.*

We pray for each of you and are
grateful to be able to communicate
with you through the family letter

and love to hear from each of you.

Love Sharon

|| Karyn & Earl IE

Dear Family,

They say that
spring like a

March came in this
baby lion here in
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going on there in the west according
to the weather, but it's too bad there
is no snow to meltt We have had
more than our share of rain with
some flooding again in areas with the
saturated ground, but our basement
has stayed dry this time thank
goodness.

We enjoyed the last family letter so
much, Thank you everyone for
taking the time to share with us your
lives. And Warren, I have never
read such a heart-wrenching and
beautiful piece of writing. You most
eloquently  expressed  yourself  about
such a tender, tender experience in
your family’s lives, causing a full
crcle of emotions fo arise in me. |
was out of the chair clamoring for the
kleenex as soon as I read the title,
knowing I was in for a cry session.
I want to thank you for sharing these
experiences with all of us. It was
very brave on your part and a most
thoughtful gesture for the benefit of
the whole family.

We are doing what most of you are
probably doing this time of yean
working on income taxes, cleaning out
drawers and closets to better organize,
elc, enjoying a fire in the fireplace
occasionally, and attending to family
and church matters. As a piece of
news, Earl has been called to the
high council again (previously in
Pocatello) so his emphasis will take a
turn here shortly. As of yet he has
not been given his specific assigned
areas, so we are waiting for that. [
have only been in my stake calling as
YW Sec for about 4 months, and it
looks like we will be able to both do

this right now. My duties are all
performed during the day when it
doesn’t infringe upon family time

except for the visiting of wards twice
a month on Sunday. Earl will be
doing some of that also, so we wil
take the whole family when we both
need to be gone. [ think it will be
a good experience for them to do this,
plus I guess we will help out some
sacrament mtg. attendance around the
stake for their budgets!

We've had some colds off and on
here lately - Ashley got the worst
this time ending up with bronchitis,

val HuECUUL,  Suus  duecuun ana 4
wheeze on the verge of pneumonia
which she was placed on 3 different
medicines for. It all worked and got
her healthy again and I say it better
had for what it costt  We've been
spoiled not having much sickness and
1 forget how it is. She has also
inherited my very soft tooth enamel
we have discovered. 6 months ago
when she had a check-up she was
fine but 3 days ago her first cavities
were found-- 5 of them! She is not
a good dental patient and has gone
into hysterics before when they tried
to bleach a dead front tooth which
had turned black and was not due to
fall out for 2 years. They sent her
home deadened with novocain and no
work done. We may have to have a
pediatric dentist do it if it happens
again. Whew!

Out of room again. Everyone else is
fine and holding their own. Nothing
new. We love you all and pray for
you daily.

Karyn

II Connie & Ken II

Dear Family,

We've been interested to see some of
the news that is coming to us
through the Church News. You may
have seen that Orlando, Florida is
getting a temple. They were looking
for that when we moved there four
years ago. It's been interesting to
watch that develop. You may also
have seen that they are creating a
new mission here in Tacoma You
can imagine there is some excitement
about that. Our realtor is a member
of the church and he is in the
process of arranging the purchase of
the new mission home, He has let
us in on some of the background info
on that.

We went to stake conference a couple
of weeks ago and they introduced a
new regional representative for our
area.  Our hearts took a little leap
when they said his name is Kenneth
Mason.  Well, it is, but not the one
we all know. He is from Seattle.
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nis plClulU IS o we Cuurcy  ivews
this week too. We ha'd the
opportunity to meet him and his wife.

I have enclosed a copy of something
Dad sent us. It is a prophecy by
John Widtsoe given in 1932.  Quite
inferesting. There is an article in the
Church News (again) about a High
School choir from Preston that are all
LDS who took a goodwill tour to
Poland and Czecho-slovakia They had
some good missionary experiences and
presented a Iot of goodwill for both
America and the church. Things are
happening.

By the time we write next month we
will have a new address. It looks
like everything will wrap up about
mid-month. I am sending a picture
of our new home. Hopefully it isn’t
so dark that it will come out on the

scanner. The home is quite simple.
It has a full “daylight basement,
which is really nice.  You may be
able to see from the picture, the
ground slopes down to the backyard
so the basement level is at ground
level in the back. The upper level
has a deck in back. There is an

entrance 1o the basement from the
back. We are planning to have Ken’s
mother stay with us and she will
have her own little apartment in the
basement with her own entrance. We
are excited to make the move. Our
new address will be:

920 Mountain View
Tacoma, WA 98465

(April you are still using our Florida
zip code. Mail is taking the long
way around to get here.)

I have received a new calling as
Relief Society President (again)  This
one was difficult to work out. Ken
didn’t want to call me so he kept
going back to receive another answer.
He said there was no mistake, he was
supposed to make the call I didn't
want it either, so then, | had to work
it through. We had a couple of
strenuous  days. Now we are both
busier than ever. But we're happy.
He is preparing to perform a marriage
this afternoon and then we have a
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We've had some nice spring weather
this week and it is making me even

more anxious to get into our new
house. We will need to take our
some Rhododendron bushes and we'll

have a nice garden spot all ready.

It's about that time.

Well, gotta run. I'm going to a
garage sale that a member of our
ward is having and then go visit two
sisters (widows) in our ward who live
together, both had surgery recently
and now are both sick. So that’s my
day! We love you all,

Connie and Ken
PS  Warren, thanks for sharing your
“Grandfather for a day. It was very

touching and particularly interesting to
us.

David & Susan

Dear Family,

Your getting this letter hot off the
press with the latest info. available.
We have to announce the birth of a
strong, healthy, baby Girl Born 6:13
am Wed. March 14, 1990. From first

sign of labor to giving birth, took a
mere 2 hours and 40 minutes. The
name is still subject to change, but
we are going with Bridgette for now.
It was hard to decide not to call
everyone, because this letter was put
on hold for the event, as it was.
And to talk to everyone just before
we get the letter off seemed
redundant.  Sorry.

Susan and the baby are doing fine,
and Susan is even giving thought to

attending a wedding reception this
same evening just 13 hours latter.
Believe it or not! The Dr. (Wayne

Mineer) was 8 minutes late for the
birth, but the Mid-Wife loved every
minute of it. He “adjusted” our bill
in the first place, so I guess you
could say you don’t get what you
don’t pay for. He was good about it
though.

WdllEll, WE dau  uul  pldaise  wu LUt

the fine work on  wour story. it
certainly was a “tear jurker™ for us
too.

Dad, it looks like we’re going to go
for another garden this year, could we
put in an order for two trays of
tomatoes, and 200 feet’s worth of
those red Potatoes you had last year?
If you «can’t find those ‘“‘bush"
cucumbers for yourself, let me know,
I might find some down here for
both of us.

April, thanks for the news letter you
sent me. I went and applied at

WordPerfect a week ago, and am
waiting to hear back from them now.
I've been learning 5.1 to get better
qualified, and have even learned 50%
of it’s macro language in one day.
All in the name of fun I'm
finishing up a huge macro now that
creates calendars in tables. Unlike the
one WordPerfect magazine talks about,
this one just asks the year and
month, and puts everything in it’s
place, no need to look for a calendar
that has the month you want or to
see what day goes where.  Excellent
for people who like to have a
schedule that can easily be edited and
printed out for home, work or church.
If any of you 5.1 users would like a
copy, let me know.

Well, that wraps things up for now,
we sure hope all is well with yall,
and will look forward fo seeing you

when we bless Bridgette in May.

Love Dave.

Fage 3
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Prophecy of Elder John A. Widtsoe
Prague Czech-slovakia, August 1932

is the work of the Devil
using it to break down
the Catholic and Russian
the minds of

Communism
The Lord is
the hold of
Orthodox churches over

men. When Communism has
completed its task of breaking this
hold, it will pass out of existence
almost over night. And then the
Church (The Church of Jesus Chris:
of Latter Day Saints) will send
missionaries by the hundreds into the

Slavic Lands of Europe, including the
mother land of Russia  There is more
of the blood of Israel in  Wastern
Russia than all the rest of Europe
put together. And when the time
comes to do missionary work there,
the people will come inte the Church
by the thousands. Whole villages and
towns will join the church in groups.
This mission (Czech-Slovakia) is
important because it is opening the
door to the Slavic Nations, this
language is the key to all Slavic
languages and some of you in this

room, will be called to do missionary
work in Russia  There were eleven
Missionaries present, Dr. Widtsoe and

mission President Arthur Gaeth.
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FROM
WARREN & SHARON

Dear Family,

I guess life at our house is a little
more "normal" than the past few
months. Early in March I was
happy to learn that there were still
fish in the river (Clearwater R.) and
even happier that there were a few
less fish in the river when we left.
(We took a few out). Dad’s new
fishing rod got broken in properly.
I invented a new fly which I named
Centennial Pink. Dad also proved
it’s effectiveness by catching 50# or
so of fish on it before losing it. That
was a good way to celebrate Idaho’s
Centennial as far as I am concerned.
When I got home I tied a dozen
more just like it.

The biggest news is Norman. He
won district championship wrestler
in 152# class. Qualified for the
State Tournament and took third
there. He was elected student body
president for the coming year -
starting next fall. All this in one
week’s time! We've all been proud.
He also got a summer job at a local
garage. He thinks that will be a lot
better than shoveling grain &
moving pipe. Jolana was offered a
job as office help (secretarial) for
Idaho Gold Corp. here in Arco.

Sheldon is doing fine - really into
his missionary work. (We all should
be). The college kids are doing fine
too, as is Sharon. Things are
improved a lot.

With the very warm & nice weather
we've gotten most of the yard &
garden work done already (except

for planting) Josh won a 2nd in the
Cub Scout Pine Wood Derby.

Our prayers are with all of you and
especially Shelly at this time. Our
love to everyone.

Warren & Family

FROM
KARYN & EARL

Dear Family,

First of all, our congratulations to
David & Susan! We are very glad
Jennifer arrived safely and in good
form, causing little trouble to mom!
We hope you ar very happy and will
be interested in hearing whether or
not you get a job with WordPerfect.
Also we're glad that Connie and Ken
were able to find a home and have
moved in. Most couples that have
been married for 4 years have not
owned 2 homes already! I think it’s
great. I also want to thank you all
for the cards and phone calls for my
very momentous occasion of going
over the hill. Earl arranged for a
friend to host a surprise party for
me complete with black decorations,
balloons, cake, and even people
dressed in black. Guests wore
badges stating that they were
"mourners” and I was totally
surprised which' greatly pleased
everyone! We had a most excellent
time and I received a rash of
hilarious gifts with everything being
in good taste. One of my favorites
was a T-shirt which reads: Born in
the USA a long, long, long time ago.
It is , of course, black. What a
humbling experience to see a
houseful of friends gathered in my
honor and another houseful invited
who could not come. To think that

4 years ago I didn’t know even one
of these people! What was my
reaction when the lights cave on and
SURPRISE? I cried! It was

overwhelming.

The kids are looking forward to
spring break the week before Easter
and I am hoping the sun shines
then. Last year it rained the whole
time. We keep having rain I guess
to make up for what we haven’t had
the past 3 years and are honestly
thankful for it. If we could send
some of it back that way we would.

Just this week we have planned our
vacation dates, planning going as far
as Loalyn and George’s to stay for a
few days. We will then head on to
Utah or Idaho, not having planned
that itinerary yet, and leaving to
come back home about the 14th of
July, taking 3 weeks. We are
sandwiching the trip in between
girls camp and youth conference,
hoping to still be able to put in some
sort of a garden. Originally we were
going to do our vacationing in
Washington DC area, but if we did
that this year and then Earl and I
make it to England next year when

would make it 4 years smce we
would have gone home or seen
family. So we will attempt it this
summer with the "72 Chevy engine
in a 79 Olds diesel wagon" car,
hoping we make it there and back,
unless we purchase a used van
before hand which seems just as
risky to me. I imagine it will be an
adventure regardless of how we do
it, but I am not looking forward to
riding all that way. Maybe the
recent chiropractic care we have had
will make it easier to bear all that
sitting.
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We all seem to be doing pretty good
health-wise. I think Lonnie is
seeing doctors at this time, though
for an accident he was in a few
weeks ago. (4th accident in 6
months - none his fault.) I believe
he has whiplash of worse. His life is
being protected and we are grateful
for your prayers. We keep his name
in the temple.

Shelly we are praying for you at this
time for a speedy and full recovery,
hoping all news is good.

Congratulations to Paul & Sandra
on the much-needed job change!

Happy Easter, everyone,

Love, Karyn & Family

FROM
SANDRA & PAUL

Dear Family,

It sure is great to enjoy spring
weather again. It’s nice to have a
warm conference week-end. It
would also be nice to have a nice
warm Easter for a change.

Congratulations David & Susan on
your new little arrival! We're happy
for you and hope all is well.

Shelly we hope your recovery goes
well and that you are health than
ever as you get back on your feet.

Our kids are already anxious for
school to be out for the summer - 9
more weeks. We are anticipating
several new, fun, & exciting things.
It will be Shauna’s first year at
Girl's Camp. Talina will finally be
able to take Seminary. Mark will
also get to go to High School this
fall. Bryan will go to Kentucky for
3 12 months of basic training for
the National Guard.

On top of all that Paul is changing
jobs and we will be moving when we
sell the house. Paul has taken a job
as a Farm Equipment Salesman in
Preston. Starting date - April 2nd.
We feel it is a good move & hope to
be relocated before school starts this
fall.

Joey turns "seven" April 5th & is
really excited!

Tim has started his spring session of
Competitive Soccer & so far they're
undefeated. He’s a good little
player.

Paul & I thoroughly enjoyed our trip
to Hawaii!! (We would have stayed
longer if they would have kept
paying for it). We stayed on Waikiki
Beach & the weather was beautiful!
They kept us quite busy & we went
many places and saw many things
including the Polynesian Cultural
Center & Temple grounds,
Hanauma Bay, the Dole Cannery &
Pear]l Harbor. I could handle that
climate permanently, but not the
cost of living!

Love to All,

Sandra & Family

FROM
LOALYN & GEORGE

Dear Family

It's slowly starting to look like
spring around here. I could tell by
watching conference & seeing the
Temple Square scenes that Salt
Lake is 2-3 weeks ahead of Denver.
Daffodils are blooming here finally.
We've had a few really nice, warm
days, but still lots of cold ones. We
planted a "twig-of-a" red maple tree
in our front yard to replace the
white birch we lost a couple years
ago. It will be 2 or 3 years before
it’s big enough to even start shading

the house in the summer. We've
really missed having a tree there.

A month ago we did a service project
for Homemaking. We made 30 baby
quilts and had a clothing drive for
Denver General Hospital - they treat
anybody there & handle all the
indigent care, so they accept any &
all donations of clothing & stuff.
They were thrilled with the quilts.
It was neat seeing people work
together, giving & sharing.

The past 4-6 weeks I've been sewing
for the gal that teaches sewing
classes. (Stephanie has been taking
a class there). She sews for a lot of
people & needs help. It’s been kind
of fun & I've learned some new
tricks along the way. She has 2
sergers that we use & now I'm
spoiled. I didn’t ever think I'd really
want one, but after using them I've
discovered how neat a job they do &
how quickly. I'll have to add that to
by list of other things I'd like:
Namely a bigger house, new
appliances, a van, etc, etc. I'm sure
we all have wish lists, much like the
kids a Christmas time!

Dave & Susan, congratulations on
little Jennifer. Connie & Ken, your
house sounds real nice. Karyn &
Earl we're sure looking forward to
your visit in June - we rarely get
company, so it will be a real treat.
Sandra & Paul, we've heard you're
moving to Preston. Congratulations
on your new job Paul. Shelly Hope
you're recovering quickly & feeling
better & may you have a Happy
Birthday too. (Along with all you
others that have April Birthdays!)

The weather was pretty "pour" here
for Spring Break, but the kids were
glad to be out anyway. Ben’s big
goal was to see Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles, so he was happy!

Tell next month, Love to all, Loalyn
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FROM
DAVID & SUSAN

Dear Family,

Having typed your letters into the
computer a few times myself, and
after running the "Spell Checker" I
find a lot of my "Typos," and a few
of your misspelled words. This is
not to be critical, but to feel like I
have some company in the "art of
misspelling.” The spell checker was
one of the first chunks of bait I took
when I Knew that computers were
for me. I think that WordPerfect
has done a great job of helping me
write better, but I wish I could
figure out a way to make a list of
my misspelled words as it corrects
them in my documents so I can
improve myself from within, and not
Jjust from without.

Speaking of WordPerfect, I guess
most of you know by now that I've
been trying to get a job with the
Corporation here in Orem, and
everything has looked good through
all of the interviews and computer
labs. However, I received a call
Monday morning telling me that
"after reviewing my progress in the
lab, they felt that they wouldn’t
have need for me." I asked what it
was that didn’t look good with my
"progress” and I was referred to
someone else to answer that
question. As of yet, I still can’t get
a hold of that person, nor have they
returned my message.

Not to be Down and Out with
myself, I was somewhat prepared for
that answer as I made this topic my
purpose for fasting this last Fast
Sunday. Iwas given added strength
and was given some direction during
my final prayer before breaking that
fast. This story...to be continued.

Af.%er talking to Cathy there still
might be a chance to work in

another department with
WordPerfect, so there still might be
hope. She has been "holding my
hand" in this job applying process.
Thanks Cathy!

Also, Cathy wishes to tell everyone
"Hi," and says things are going
"Very Well" with her, Larry & the
family.

Connie too called to let everyone
know that things are doing well for
them, nothing new really, just
wanted to say "Hello" to everyone.
She says that they are all moved
into their house now. Lets not for
get to write her new address down
in our address books. Here it is
again if anyone needs it.

Ken & Connie Mason
920 Mountain View
Tacoma, WA. 98465

It's a great advantage to us to
receive all of your congratulations
and wishes in your letters, and then
be able to comment on them in the
same publication of The Family
Letter. We are grateful for your
support and are happy to have
Jennifer with us. Things are going
well for Susan and the Baby. It's
hard to remain humble knowing
that it’s uncommon that Susan has
had such an easy time with all of
her babies. Are heart goes out to
you Shelly, Connie, Linette, and the
rest of you "not so lucky" Mothers.
Just because having children is not
one of Susan’s struggles in this life,
doesn’t mean she doesn’t have any.
I asked Susan on ont occasion, if she
would be willing to trade her "bag"
of life’s problems with anyone else,
she said "No."

It occurs to me that when one
window closes, another one opens,
or, in other words, when one window
opens, another closes. As if to say
we are given access to so many
blessings from heaven at one time,

but depending on how many The
Lord allows us to have, we may only
be transferring (or sacrificing) the
blessings in one area of our life to a
more needed area of our life.
Wouldn't it be nice to be allowed the
best of blessings always, in all areas
of life?

Another Great General Conference
at the right time was enjoyed here
at our place. Did you notice how
they were in synch with the current
Sunday School Lessons? Have you
noticed the parallel between the
children of israel being led out of
bondage, and the current condition
of the late "Communist Countries?”
What seems to be the "same-ol-stuff"
at Church and at Conference really
does have some "good-ol-truth” to it
still. Not to mention the exciting
changes that really are taking place
in this world.

We just had a good rainfall over the
weekend, just in time to water the
garden. Last week we prepared and
planted most of our ‘'"famous"
neighborhood family garden.
Thanks Dad for the starts & seed
you gave us. We sure enjoyed a nice
grilled fish dinner for Family Home
Evening too, thanks to you and your
new fishing rod.

We add our congratulations to the
positive changes in your lives, and
hope too that all goes well with your
struggles.

We look forward to seeing everyone
that can make it for Jennifer’s
blessing Sunday, May 6th, at
2:00pm. We’re in the Lakeridge
3rd Ward, and our chapel is on
150 E. 1100 S. in Orem (1 block
behind us).
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FROM
DAD & APRIL

That is when the "fun" began. I
designed the structure with removable
panels so as to stow them in the off

Dear family,

The big news this month I'm sure is
the news from Connie and Ken. We
are overjoyed by the good news, and
sure wish them well. Not realizing
the legal implications, we had already
looked to the possibility of going over
there to the blessing.

We plan to be down to Provo this
coming Sunday. We are excited for
that. Hope to see some of you at that
time.

April has been busy on baby quilts. T
have been frustratingly trying to keep
things from freezing. After the much
welcomed rain, as is usual, the sky
cleared off and we really got cold
weather. All of the fruit trees were
either in bloom or already had fruit
on. I had saved the apricots when
they were in bloom, so they were
about the size of marbles. Well I did
save some of them, and maybe some
of the other fruit. I can’t tell yet, but
it looks like there will not be any
apples.

As I looked at the old tomato shelter
about a month ago, and assessed the
cost to re-build it, I got ideas that
resulted in more spring work than I
really needed or wanted. However,
after looking at the alternatives, I
decided to "go for it." T had seen some
huge rolls of heavy genuine green-
house plastic out to Parishes, and had
priced them. The price was right, but
with the frame of the old shelter
rotted out, and not really suitable, I
looked at material for re-building the
whole thing. Well it all added up to
be impractical as an out of pocket
project. To make a long story short, I
made a trade with Rod Parish; that
reefer unit I had salvaged from
Garretts, for all the material to do the
project, plus enough plastic to re-cover
it several times.

To make panels, 50 of them,
I built a jig. It takes up the whole
back yard. When April came back
from Utah one day, knowing nothing
of my intentions, and saw that
monster in the yard, plus all the
material piled there, I told her I had
received a revelation. There was
going to be another flood.

The project is now almost finished.
The sun is up. I'll sign off and get out
and do it.

Much Love to all of you,
Dad and April.

FROM
DEVON & BOBBY

Dear Family,

The weather seems to have been so
up and down lately, or has it been
me? It is good to see the sun come
out and the flowers bloom, trees
blossom, etc., but, oh did the fruit and
packing business get shorted this
year!

Jered is with his 2nd Senior
Companion now. Both have been
District Leaders but the second is
from Brazil, homesick and ready to go
home. With no letters from home for
2-1/2 months, things are improved
now as everyone (nearly) from our
ward has written him. Their current
address is P.O. Box 791, Thatcher Az.,
85552.

Keri has a 4.0 GPA and has
registered in a college cosmetology
program to be taken this summer and
back-to-back during her Senior year,
next year. Her Orchestra went to
Logan recently where I drove part of
the kids for a concert.

Cory is anxious to graduate and get
on with life. He works at the Red

Lion Hotel as a waiter but as soon as
school ends, he has a full time job
arranged at Middlekauff Mercury, in
their auto body shop, I guess he'll
stick it out there until his mission.

Nathan works the radio controlled
drive through window at McDonald’s,
has quite a bit of seniority at 15 years
old, plans to be a shift supervisor
when he turns 16 in December.

Roger got a 3.6 GPA in his special
cluster school class where he is main
streaming about 2 years behind.
Doing good in Scouts with his Dad as
his Scoutmaster. He is "churchy” and
likes his scriptures a lot.

Wayne is way ahead in Scouts and
likes sports. He gets steady baby-
sitting jobs and is a good helper.

AJ loves animals, all kinds! Has a Zoo
book subscription just his own!! We
plan to hit the Zoo soon, for his sake.

Bobby wants her piano and Devon
can’t afford it yet! The kitchen is still
not totally done. Insurance rates are
up on wrecked autos and business has
been slow but betler than the year
before.

Devon is on an invention which looks
promising. A refrigerant recycling
device called the OZONE SAVER,
partner with a hired technician.
Watch the news about CFS’s, laws
will soon be passed to require recycle
programs.

Warren asked me to arrange a family
reunion this summer when Karyn and
Earl are here. Long distance calls
with Karyn and Connie sets the date
at Saturday June, 30, at Crystal
Springs, where we met before. Lunch
at 12:00 PM , pot luck. Bring your
own picnic plus a plate, tray or bowl
of your favorite goodies to share with
others, plan to arrive around 10:00
AM. If you are up to it and want to
camp there friday night, vou'll have to
call Crystal Springs and make your
own reservation. A flier about Crystal
Springs will be inclosed in the next
family letter. The p\cmc area rental
fee for our family picnic, will be $4.00
per family. I'll reserve the spot (same
as last time).

Love Devon and Family
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FROM
KARYN & EARL

Dear Family,

These things happen sometimes, you
know. You can plan otherwise and
figure your family is complete, at
least until some of them get married,
and them boom! You get surprised
otherwise. We are an ing the

wall there because of the language
barrier.

We are having some delightful
weather already and have made our
first swimming trek to the beach.
The water is still just a little chilly,
but the kids had a good time.

Being healthy and happy is a blessing
and we are thankful for both right
now. We are proud of the kids and
their efforts in school and of living
good lives. That everyday effort is so
important to warding off the effects
the world may have on us. Enduring
to the end of the day in good form is
my motto. Looking at life in a
broader sense of just ‘enduring”
becomes overwhelming and
discouraging sometimes, so having the
larger goal in mind and concentrating
on just the day at hand makes things
much more manageable and
s ful. We are anticipating

birth of 5 new babies in our family-
mother is very loving and caring, (her
name is Bobette) and the father is,
well - we're not sure who he is. But
we have a pretty good idea! When
school gets out we will put all these
little ones up for adoption to good
families.

On that subject, we are so happy for
you Connie and Ken! We are looking
forward to some piciures, at least for
a look at her. (It must be wonderful
to begin motherhood feeling good
physically.)

We have had the wonderful blessing
of attending the temple several times
already since the recent changes took
place. Those of you who have not
gone, please go. And I encourage you
to see the film in one of the temples
that is set up that way. Your
experience will be greatly enriched.

Recently I have received some
information from the Family File
department in S.L. to add to the
information we have in our genealogy.
Also included are the names of those
who have contributed to it which adds
up to quite a bunch of people. Some
of our cousins are listed whom I
already knew had been doing work a
long time ago. Because the
information is on the new computer
sheets and very different than what I
am used to looking at, it will be a
while before I will have it sorted out
enough to get copies to everyone. One
of my plans while we are out there
this summer is to collect all I can
from both sides of the family from all
living relatives, and record some
family histories, especially mom’s side
of the family. From all the
information I have obtained so far,
there are no people needing work
done, but the research has ended on
mom’s side in Sweden. It’s a large

seeing each one of you in a couple of
months and catching up on your lives
on a more personal basis. May you be
bl d in your right endeavors.

Love Karyn, Earl and family

FROM
CONNIE & KEN

Dear Family,

I guess by now most of you have
heard our new:. If not from us then
through the grapevine. But those
who have not heard..... we have a new
little baby girl. We're tickled pink!!

We applied for adoption with LDS
Social Services last June. We were
told that there was a mandatory 12
month waiting period in which all of
the interviews, investigations, home
visits, etc. would take place; and then
after the 12 months we would be
eligible to adopt but it could also be
several months on top of that before
“the right baby " was available. As
you can see things didn’t happen
exactly on that time schedule.

In December the Church dropped the
12 month waiting period and said
babies could be made available as
soon as all of the application process

was complete. So we got to work to
finish things up. Our Social Worker
seemed to be taking his time about
scheduling the remainder of the
appointments. Then we moved. That
put our "home visit" on hold because
they wanted to wait until we got into
the house so they didn’t have to visit
twice. Understandably. After our
move I contacted them again. One
day Brother White called and said
“can I come do the home visit
tomorrow?" (The week before they had
inquired about our insurance
coverage, when it goes into effect for
an adoption, will it cover pre-existing
conditions, etc. -- I just figured it was
all part of the process.) During our
home visit Brother White scheduled
us for our "final interview" for the
following week. Two days after his
visit he called ( on a Saturday
evening) and said "Are you ready for
a baby?" I said, " Do you have one?"
The following Monday morning (April
16th) we went to the hospital to see
the baby and talk with the doctors
about her condition.

Angela was born December 31, 1989.
She was four months premature and
weighed 566 grams which is about
one pound and three ounces. She had
been in the neonatal unit since then.
She has come through her course
there with flying colors and is
referred to as their miracle baby. We
do not yet have all of her medical
history (That will all be forwarded to
her pediatrician.) She has amazed all
the doctors and right now there is
nothing medically or physically wrong
with her.

We spent a week visiting and feeding
her in the hospital. She was released
from the hospital Monday the 23rd
weighing 6 pounds 7 1/2 ounces.
Even though she is four months old,
she is very much a newborn. Her due
date was the last of April, so she is
pretty close to right on schedule.

She is a precious little bundle. About
all she does right now is sleep. I even
have to wake her up to feed her. She
needs to continue to gain weight and
it'’s coming. I took her to the doctor
threc days after bringing her home
and she was up to 6 Ib. 10 oz. We
will not be able to have her blessed
until the adoption is final. That will
not be for 6 months. Then we can
also take her to the temple and have
her sealed to us. We look forward to
that special event.

Ken is in Arizona right now packing
his mother up to move her up here.
We've rented out the home down
there. With Mother and baby both
we'll have some adjustments, but it
seems like we are always adjusting to
something anyway.
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FROM
CONNIE & KEN

Dear Family,

Aaaagh! It's September already!
Looking back I realize I've missed
getting a letter written the last two
months. Time is getting away from
me. Life is busy. I guess you all
know that, though.

Ken decided he could take a few days
off from being bishop and computer
pro and he has gone fishing with
Warren over the long Labor Day
weekend (plus a day or two). They
got started a day later than planned,
but they made it and are up on
Vancouver Island. I'm anxious to see
what they bring home tomorrow. If
the catch is big we may have to think
about getting the freezer we've been
considering. It would be nice to have
that excuse.

It's canning season and we've been
busy there. I keep having to go buy
more bottles. I've found some at
garage sales, which has been nice.
One sale I stopped at had some jars
marked 25 cents each. I started
sorting through them and the lady
came over and said if I wanted the
bottles I could just have them. -So I

gathered them all up and didn’t argue
with her.

Speaking of garage sales, I need to hit
some more 80on. Angela is
outgrowing her clothes. I've made her
a couple of little outfits, but
sometimes I find cute things at garage
sales for 50 cents or a dollar.

About three weeks ago I took Angela
in for her first appointment at the
follow up clinic for premature babies.
They are studying and following
preemies for growth and development.
This first visit was with a physical
therapist. Angela came through with
flying colors. She is doing practically
everything she should be for her age
and is well within the normal range
even for full term babies. She has
some catching up to do size wise
which makes her deceptive in her
strength and abilities. As little as her
body is you wouldn’t think she could
or should be doing some of the things
she is. But that hasn’t stopped her.

After the 1st of October we can
finalize the adoption and have her
blessed and sealed to us. We don’t
have a final date yet. The attorney
sets the court date. We are looking
toward having her blessed the second
Sunday of October and going to the
temple sometime the following week.
Of course, everyone is welcome to be
with us if you want to make the trip.
Wish we had more definite dates. If
you are interested in coming let us
know and we will contact you as soon
as we have everything set up.

We are so glad to have this little girl
in our home. She has been such a joy
and a delight to us. I know she is
spoiling us because she is such a good
kid. She just has the biggest grins all
the time. When we tell her we love
her she just grins and grins as if she

were saying she loves you too. We do
love her and are so happy to have her.

Shelly came to visit for a few days.
She had a chance to break away and
we were glad to receive her. It's fun
to have people come and spend a few
days.

We're glad to hear of Sheldon’s return
and wish him well now that he is
back in school. Happy School Days to
all who are back at the grind.

We send our love to all;
Connie and Ken
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FROM
KARYN & EARL

Dear Family,

Today Ashley is seven years old and
next week Greg will be 16! The kids
seem to be really growing up fast
lately and we are proud of them.

The big hype which I'm sure everyone
has heard about is the Olympic
Games coming to Atlanta, which has
caused a great stir throughout the
area. It will be interesting to see the
preparations take place, especially
since the natural growth has been
difficult for officials to keep up with!
It is hard to imagine any more traffic
than there already is here. On the
day after the announcement 3/4 of the
seats were sold in the stadium that
isn’t even built yet! I can’t quite take
that all in.

Another matter of concern to us has
been the budget proposal which took
clear up to the last hour for our
elected officials to agree on. Had the
Graham-Rudman Act gone into effect
Earl would have been given 22 work
days of furlough without pay. We
were prepared for it but are very
grateful that it didn’t happen.

Now to a more "domestic" topic: our
cat, Bobette. She has delivered
another litter this time consisting of 6
little balls of fur and has successfully
raised them and weaned them. Now
they are all in good homes and she is
~ going to have a little operation in a

few days for obvious reasons. Lonnie

has come back home for a while and

‘brought two cats of his own (one is
~ from Bobette’s first litter) so for a
~ while there were nine of them here,

I guess if you multiply each one with
their nine lives each they would take
us over! One or two is plenty for me!

As I mentioned, Lonnie is back home.
He’s still working at Pizza Hut but
looking for different work and trying
to decide what to do before he enters
the Marines. The other kids are all
back in the routine of school and
finding some things more difficult
than last year, which I told them is
natural if they are to continue to
learn. Greg is a junior and Wendy
and Kami are in the last year at their
schools, 8th and 6th grades
respectively. Ashley’s biggest
adjustment from kindergarten to first
grade has been the fact that she
cannot bring a snack to school! I
believe she can eat more food at a
meal now. Earl is still very involved
with the homeless in his work and
has made some good friends, one of
which attended a missionary fireside
with us. He is also instrumental in
arranging service projects for the
youth in the stake at these homeless
facilities. Keeping up with his church
work and family, plus having time for
himself has become a real challenge
for him.

As for myself, it is the time of year
when Christmas music preparations
begin and I have been asked to
participate in a variety of programs, a
couple of which will net some income
which is always nice. Another
proposal 1 have been offered is to
work with Gay Parvis as her
accompanist in a one-woman act she
does called a "Basket Full of
Broadway." She plays the mother in
the video of "Saturday’s Warrior" and
isin the Actworth ward here! That is
really thrilling to the kids to have met
someone "famous" and especially since
she is a mormon. It's fun to see that
she is a REAL person and that her
acting was a spiritual experience. I
believe it has made the message of
the production a lot more meaningful
to them, and to us also.

Our stake hosted a conference on
successful marriage just recently
which was well attended and Earl and
1 enjoyed. We have been blessed in
our marriage with few problems
considering the unusual
circumstances in which we met and
got married, and it always makes for
interesting conversation whenever we
are nsked how we met! The divorce
rate is rising within the church and
our stake president has felt a keen
need to focus on family and marriage
relationships in all the conferences

and firesides we have had this year.
He is a very humble straight forward
man and minces no words when he
addresses us or the youth. The
General Conference coming up has
been very much on my mind and I am
looking forward to it with great
anticipation. (Quite different than I
remember feeling about as a child!)

We will be interested in hearing from
everyone in the next letter since most
of us were negligent last time. David,
we are sorry to hear of your health
problems and pray in your behalf. We
certainly never know what trials we
will have to go through, do we?
Connie and Ken, your experiences as
parents are neat to re-live as you take
care of Angelal We love to hear all
about it.

More than my share of the space has
been taken up so I suppose I better
close as I sit listening to the acorns
and hickory nuts falling to the
ground, hitting roofs, metal sheds, etc.
making the racket that caused
Chicken Little (is that correct?) to
exclaim in the children’s story; "The
sky is falling, the sky is falling!” May
the Lord bless us ali as we seriousiy
prepare in all ways for the future at
hand, (pulling up the gas pump
should motivate us to get things in
order) and remember the Lord knows
all and has a wonderful plan, and
that we can still be happy, enjoy life,
and help others to do so also in spite
of the situations that surround us. I
am very thankful for the gospel in my
life and for the priesthood in our
home, and I know the precepts we
have from the Lord to live by are true.

Until next time.
Love Karyn

2 f”ﬂﬁu\f‘. TNUFRERIVINY
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FROM
SANDRA & PAUL

Dear family, September '90
Once again summer is gone and kids
are back in school. (Bryan thought it
was great that they all had to go but
him.) After one week, they all seem
pretty comfortable with their routines.
Aside from missing their friends in
Pocatello, they’re settled in quite well.

Welcome home Sheldon! Sorry we
couldn’t get up to your homecoming.
We were thinking of you, though. I
guess with school you won't feel too
much of a slack in time. Good Luck!

The second graders here had a "great
zucchini” contest and all entries were
put in the fair. Joey won first place.
He was very pleased with his winning
of a personal pan pizza and a box of
crayons. We helped him make a hula
girl. She had lettuce hair, jalapifio
ears, potatoes and carrot slices for
eyes, wheat chaff and green beans for
eyebrows. Wheat stalks represented
her skirt and she had real flowers in
her hair and on a lei around her neck.
It was kind of fun. There were so
many cute things the school kids
made out of zucchinis.

Talina and Shauna have volunteered

some time on Saturdays to help at the

Senior Citizens’ Center. They help
! get the meal ready for about 100
people eating in and about 85 meals
delivered. So far they’ve enjoyed it.

We extend an invitation to all of you
join us on Sept. 23rd. We will be
rdaining Mark a priest and Bryan an
~ elder. We are proud of them. Mark
a turned 16 the end of Aug. and Bryan
~ will be 18 Sept. 29. So we're
combining the two. Our meetings are
:30 and the ordinations will
0 and dinner afterwards.
will then leave Sept. 27 for
He will go to Ft
and is scheduled to

for him. He's tickled to have landed
it.

We've done a fair amount of canning,
as produce is quite easy to come by
down here in spite of not having a
garden.

Paul has been extremely busy, but is
enjoying his job.

We sure hope things are going well
for everyone.

With love, The Perry’s

FROM
SANDRA & PAUL

Dear family, October 90
I think fall has hit now. This week is
cooling off and the chills are setting
in. I guess it’s time to drag out
jackets and coats for everybody.

Bryan left Sept. 27th for his basic
training in Missouri. It really feels
strange to reach this period of our
lives where kids are beginning to
leave home! We did enjoy a nice
Sunday on the 23rd. (We had
mentioned it in the letter we sent last
month and invited anyone interested
to come join us. I don’t know why our
letter didn’t make it to David.) Mark
was ordained a Priest and Bryan an
Elder. In this ward they have a nice
meeting in the chapel, just short, and
then the ordinations. It was really
nice. Our Stake President and Bishop
spoke. President Lindhardt called on
Dad to say a few words. After the
ordinations, Bishop Fellows presented
Bryan with a set of military
scriptures and wished him well. We
were glad to have Dad and April here
with us. Paul’s folks and his sister
Susan and her family were here, too.

Bryan called us Sunday night to tell
us it would still be a few days before
he would have an address for us. I
was surprised when he said he really
missed us. I figured it would be a few
weeks before he admitted that!

Canning is on the down hill side now.
1 think I'm going to be able to fill all

my jars and it's been quite a few
years since I've done that! It's been
really nice to be a full time wife and
Mom. Paul's been quite supportive
even though finances are even tighter.
We feel things are better at home.

We're anticipating the holiday and we
hope all families will have a good
chance to build fun memories as 1990
begins to slide to a close.

Love to all,
Sandra and family

P.S. Congratulations to Connie and
Ken on blessing Angela and having
her sealed to them. Our thoughts are
with you fondly.

FROM
LOALYN & GEORGE

Dear Family, September '90
We apologize for not getting an entry
in the last two letters. There's no
excuse really.

Stephanie and Ben were both glad to
see those that were at the reunion.
We wish we could have all been there.

George has had to work extended
hours up until mid August. He did
take two days off the beginning of
August, so we took off to the Black
Hills of S. Dakota and Mt. Rushmore.
We really enjoyed the sights and the
things unique to that area. We just
happened to be there the weekend
before the big motorcycle rally in
Steirgis, so there were bikes
everywhere. Coming home we
counted 350 motorcycles in one 10-
mile stretch in Wyoming. There were
thousands already in S. Dakota.

Our summer weather has been
unusual this year, kind of mixed up
with lots of afternoon thunderstorms
and hail late in the season. We had
hail this last time on Aug. 21st. The
big hail storm that hit July missed us
but caused an estimated $240 billion
damage throughout Colorado. There
are still extra claims adjusters from
out of state working in Denver to help
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friend of ours in the ward let me use

FROM FROM his shop, and power tools to complete

SHELLY & BRYAN DAVID & SUSAN the project. It was fun for dad, as

Dear family,

We are in the middle of selling our
house and have been encouraged as
interest and activity has increased
recently. Tomorrow wouldn’t be too
soon to move, it's a bit much for
Shelly to keep the house appealing
and clean for showing, and maintain
a normal family life with 3 miniature
cyclones. She has done well in it all
nevertheless.

Marcelle’s birthday party (her 1st)
was fun this morning. She thrives on
being with her friends, and so she
really took it all in.

Shelly has done some canning that
we'll anticipate enjoying later. With
life as jammed as it is, she has cut
back from her major fall canning that
is typical of her.

We are all doing well and are
guarding our health, it has been a
good summer for us in that area. My
work is growing in volume, and is
frustrating at times, but the "by the
sweat of his brow" helps me hang in
there sometimes, but by the same
token, so does "there must needs be
moderation in all things.”

It's always a treat to get reports on
how you are all doing. I'm sure that
we'll probably never hear all the
struggles nor all of the successes that

“you are going through, but we think

mot%en and hope we can help in

Dear Family,

As you can see there are two letters
from both Sandra & Loalyn. Needles
to say they were concerned that their
letters for the September issue were
missed in last months letter. The
reason is a new one to me. The Post
Man stopped delivering our mail to
us, and held on to it at the Post
Office. This was all due to our mail
box door missing on our mail box. It
wasn’t until Sep. 25 that we received
a whole bundle of mail in our box
with most of it stamped "If not picked
up by 9-24-90, re-deliver to address.”
this finally drew our attention to the
fact of what had happened. Now that
the mail box is fixed, aud we are
receiving our mail regularly, we
shouldn’t have any more problems.
Sorry it was missed!

If you want to have true joy in your
life, try this familiar formula. Bring
the Gospel into someone’s life, baptize
and confirm them, give them the
power of the Aaronic and Melchizedek
Priesthood, then match them up with
an Eternal Companion.

That’s just what has happened to our
good friend Greg Ramsteadt, whom I
have had the privilege of blessing his
life in the mentioned way. Since his
baptism four years ago, and his
ordination over two years ago, we
invited him and a gal (by the name of
Susan) in our ward over for an
evening dinner. Greg has a house in
Pleasant Grove, and has either mada
the trip to Orem to see his soon to be
bride, or has called her nearly every
day since the day we introduced them.
They reciprocated just last weekend,
and had a surprise for us, they were
engaged!

They are both in their thirties, but it
only took less than seven weeks to
make a decision. They will be
mndrried in the SLC Temple, the

conference, I set up
had been workmg

well as Nicole and Christina when all
was said and done.

We are happy to hear that things are
doing well for most of you, sure hope
the best for those of you who are
having to go through trials etc.

For those who haven't paid for their
copy of the Family Letter, we ask that
you get it to us‘soon. The account
locks a little dry.

Happy Halloween...
Love David & Family

FROM
DAVID

'lheu‘ Quick, lur'yl Lookl.... Was | kidding?...That
scker’s longer than the bm"mg

FROM
LOALYN

A man was driving along a mountain
road one fine day. The sky was clear
and the sun was shining, and the
man felt at one with the world.
Suddenly, a car came around the bend
ahead of him. The approaching car
wove erratically on the road, and the
man barely avoided hitting the car.

As he drove past the other car, the
woman who was driving it shouted to
him, "pig!" Startled but undaunted,
he shouted back, "Sow!" and
continued driving, happy with himself
that he was able to find an effective
comeback so quickly.

So the man drove around the next
bend.... and ran into the pig in the
middle of the road.
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Merry Christmas

Today is the day after Christmas. | hope to get this letter in the mail
to you before the day is over. | am hoping the old adage "better late
than never" will apply. We have had a good year and are glad to
have family and friends we love to share with. We have enjoyed the
cards and letters we have already received from many of you.

One news highlight for the year was our trip to
the Grand Canyon. Larry and his sister Judy, had
made plans to hike rim to rim in one day. He had
been training for several months. Living in
Flagstaff while growing up Larry had visited the South Rim several times but hiad
never been to the North Rim. The North Rim is much higher than the South Rim and
pine trees obscure the Canyon until you are right at the edge. So, we drove up, parked, went into the
old historic lodge and walked over to the huge plate glass window that is right on the edge of the
canyon. Larry looked out and d o w n the canyon and ovar to the south rim. He took a deep breath
and said "we're going across that?!™ The next morning, early, with their breath making steam in the
cold air, he and Judy took off. The kids and | drove around the Canyon to pick them up. We met
Larry’s parents in Cameron and traded Larry’s mom for Annie and Conner. Arthur, Orrin, and | then
headed on to the Canyon. We stopped at several overlooks, and about two in the afternoon we
" stopped at an overlook where we could see the trail and the switchbacks coming out of the canyon.
We got the binoculars out to get a closer look at the little "ants" coming up the trail and found Larry
and Judy! They were hours earlier than we expected them and from our viewpoint they appeared to
be on bikes because they were going so fast and passing everyone else on the trail. We had to hustle
to get back to where the trail ends (or begins if you’re looking at it south to north!) and met them just
as they finished. Judy looked like she was ready for a fashion photographer to take her picture,
however, Larry looked a little more worn out! | was exhilarated watching them. They were thrilled
with the accomplishment because they made it in record time. Larry hopes | will get ready for next
year and some time all the kids will be old enough, capable, and still at home and we will do it as a
family. (Now, does that sound like wishful thinking!)

Another "accomplishment” was that we finished our basement. Or should | say
almost finished our basement! We did the framing, heating, electrical, sheet rocking,
some of the perfotaping, the moving and cleaning. We still need to put in the
frames, doors, and baseboards, and carpet. We painted the floor and walls and \
moved back down. Itis nice and clean and organized. (Wish that described the rest

of the house as well!) Larry’s parents, his uncle, and my dad all came to help. It

was a family project, one we never would or could have done without help.

Orrin is eleven, in 5th grade, is smart and having a very successful
school year. His teacher, Miss King, is nearly as tall as he is. Orrin
has learned lots about electricity and repairs things for me now.
Larry is teaching him mechanic skills so before long Orrin will be
doing the brakes on my car too! We did alot of water-skiing this

summer and Orrin is good on the kneeboard and can get up by
himself now on the water-skis.







