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City	of	Troy	
Troy	is	a	city	in	Oakland	County	in	the	U.S.	state	of	Michigan.	It	is	a	suburb	of	Detroit.	
The	population	was	80,980	at	the	2010	census,	making	it	the	11th-largest	city	in	
Michigan	by	population,	and	the	largest	city	in	Oakland	County.	Troy	has	become	a	
business	and	shopping	destination	in	the	Metro	Detroit	area,	with	numerous	office	
centers	and	the	upscale	Somerset	Collection	mall	and	numerous	restaurants.	
Troy	was	recently	ranked	the	5th	safest	city	in	the	nation,	as	well	as	the	safest	in	
Michigan.	In	2008,	Troy	was	ranked	22nd	on	a	list	of	"Best	Places	to	Live"	in	the	
United	States	by	CNN	Money,	using	criteria	including	housing,	quality	of	education,	
economic	strength,	and	recreational	opportunities.	In	2008,	Troy	ranked	as	the	
fourth	most	affordable	U.S.	city	with	a	median	household	income	of	$200,000.	
	
History	
The	first	land	purchases	in	what	became	Troy	Township	were	recorded	in	1819	
in	section	19.	The	first	settlement,	known	as	Troy	Corners,	originated	two	years	
later	when	Johnson	Niles	purchased	160	acres	in	what	is	now	the	north-central	
portion	of	the	city.	Four	years	later,	Ira	Smith	built	the	first	house	at	Big	Beaver	
Corners,	and	the	first	public	school	opened	at	Troy	Corners.	Troy	Township	was	
organized	on	May	28,	1827.	The	City	of	Troy	was	incorporated	in	1955,	mainly	
as	a	way	to	prevent	neighboring	cities	(Clawson,	Royal	Oak,	and	Birmingham)	
from	incorporating	any	more	of	its	land	into	their	cities.	
In	1966,	I-75	was	completed	in	Troy,	which	increased	access	to	and	from	the	
city.	This	gave	a	major	boost	to	Troy's	economy,	leading	to	the	development	of	
its	civic	center,	school	district,	and	recreation	system.	
	
Geography	
According	to	the	United	States	Census	Bureau,	the	city	has	a	total	area	of	33.6	
square	miles	(87	km)—33.5	square	miles	(86.9	km²)	of	it	is	land	and	0.1	square	
miles	(0.26	km)	of	it	(0.30%)	is	water.	The	latitude	of	Troy	is	42.605	N,	and	the	
longitude	is	83.15	W.	It	is	in	the	Eastern	Standard	time	zone.	The	mean	
elevation	is	748	feet.	
	
Culture	
The	Troy	Historical	Museum	is	a	town-square-like	museum	chronicling	the	
different	stages	of	Troy's	progression	from	first	inhabitation	to	the	city	it	has	



become	today.	Located	at	the	corners	of	Livernois	Road	and	Wattles	Road,	the	
museum	is	located	behind	the	old	city	hall	building.	Open	year	round,	the	
museum	has	ten	original,	complete	structures	which	patrons	may	enter	and	
observe	how	they	functioned	in	the	past	and	how	they	were	decorated,	as	all	
buildings	are	full	of	artifacts	from	that	period.	Each	structure	is	original	and	
was	painstakingly	moved	from	its	original	location	to	the	museum	intact.	
Starting	with	a	log	and	mud	structure	used	by	the	first	settlers,	there	is	also	an	
18th	century	schoolhouse	and	estate,	a	general store,	a	blacksmith's	shop,	a	church	
along	with	the	pastor's	home,	and	the	old	city	hall,	which	acts	as	a	general	
museum.	There	is	a	gazebo	in	the	center	of	the	square	which	will	host	parties	
and	period	bands	during	annual	festivities.	Many	schools	from	around	the	area	
plan	field	trips	to	the	museum,	and	the	church	is	also	available	for	weddings.[7]	
In	the	summer	of	2005,	to	commemorate	the	city's	50th	anniversary,	
ceramic	beaver	statues,	each	standing	four	feet	(1.2	m)	high,	were	displayed	at	
various	locations	in	the	city.	The	beaver	is	the	symbol	of	Troy,	and	the	city's	
main	commercial	thoroughfare	(Big	Beaver	Road)	is	named	after	it.	
Troy	is	also	home	to	two	of	the	largest	Protestant	churches	in	the	USA,	
Kensington	Community	Church	and	Woodside	Bible	Church.	
	
Sports	
In	2003,	Troy	was	named	Michigan's	Sports	Town	by	Sports	
Illustrated	magazine	for	having	the	top	community	sports	programs	in	the	
state.		Troy	is	home	to	the	Troy	Sports	Center,	which	is	the	official	training	
facility	of	the	Detroit	Red	Wings	of	the	NHL.	The	facility	is	also	used	for	indoor	
soccer,	hockey,	and	lacrosse	leagues,	and	is	home	to	the	city's	high	school	
hockey	teams.	
	
Oakland	County	
Oakland	County	is	a	county	in	the	U.S.	state	of	Michigan.	According	to	the	2010	
Census,	the	population	was	counted	at	1,202,362.	The	county	seat	is	Pontiac.	
Oakland	County	is	part	of	the	Detroit	metropolitan	area,	though	the	actual	city	
of	Detroit	is	located	in	neighboring	Wayne	County,	south	of	Eight	Mile	Road.	
Oakland	County	is	home	to	62	cities,	villages	and	townships.	These	
communities	range	from	blue-collar,	inner-ring	suburbs	like	Ferndale	and	Hazel	
Park,	to	wealthy	cities	such	as	Birmingham,	Bloomfield	Hills,	West	Bloomfield	
Township,	and	Franklin.	The	white-collar	cities	of	Troy,	Southfield,	Farmington	



Hills,	and	Auburn	Hills	host	a	diverse	mix	of	Fortune	500	companies.	The	cities	
of	Royal	Oak,	home	of	the	Detroit	Zoological	Park,	and	Ferndale	attract	many	
young	people	to	their	mature,	bohemian	downtowns,	which	have	many	
restaurants,	shops	and	night	clubs.	Oakland	County	is	also	home	to	Oakland	
University,	a	large	public	institution	that	straddles	the	Auburn	
Hills	and	Rochester	border.	
	
The	county's	knowledge-based	economic	initiative,	coined	"Automation	Alley",	
is	one	of	the	largest	employment	centers	for	engineering	and	related	
occupations	in	the	United	States.	Oakland	County	has	shared	in	the	recent	
economic	hardships	brought	on	by	troubles	at	General	Motors,	Ford,	
and	Chrysler,	although	it	has	fared	better	than	Detroit	and	Flint,	as	its	economy	
is	more	diverse	and	less	reliant	on	manufacturing	jobs.	All	three	automotive	
companies	are	major	employers	within	southeast	Michigan	and	have	a	
significant	presence	within	Oakland	County.	
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