
Cosmetology Apprenticeship Program
Earn While You Learn
The Cosmetology Apprenticeship Program provides aspiring cosmetologists with the opportunity to receive paid, hands-on training while completing the education required for licensure in Virginia. Apprentices develop professional skills under the supervision of experienced licensed cosmetologists while completing related technical instruction.
Program Requirements
	Requirement
	Description

	Minimum Age
	Applicants must be at least 16 years of age.

	Registered Apprenticeship
	Training must be completed under a registered apprenticeship sponsor with a notarized Apprenticeship Agreement.

	Training Location
	All training must occur in a DPOR-licensed cosmetology salon or approved training location that complies with Virginia apprenticeship standards.

	Training Hours
	Complete 3,000 hours of supervised on-the-job training and required related classroom instruction.

	State Licensure
	After all apprenticeship hours and related instruction have been verified, apprentices must successfully pass both the Virginia Cosmetology Written Examination and the Virginia Cosmetology Practical Examination to qualify for licensure through the Virginia Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation (DPOR).


Virginia Apprenticeship Standards
Virginia Administrative Code (18VAC41-20-40) requires that:
• Licensed cosmetologists who train apprentices comply with the Standards of Registered Apprenticeship.
• Licensed cosmetology salons where apprentices receive training comply with the Standards of Registered Apprenticeship.

Statutory Authority: §54.1-201 of the Code of Virginia.
Career Opportunities
Graduates are prepared for careers in salons, spas, barber/cosmetology establishments, entrepreneurship, salon management, beauty education, and related beauty and wellness professions.



