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Spring 2017

Letter from the President
For me, this all started in 1980. One night, I was at the funeral
home, when I spied a picture on the wall of Hingham Engine 2 . I
guess I wasn’t satisfied to just appreciate the picture, as I had to ask
Gardner Jones about the whereabouts of the truck. He brought me
up to speed regarding the Ahrens Fox, as well as the Bare Cove Fire
Museum. Actually, what he said was “give $25 dollars and show up at
the Hersey House Barn on Wednesday night and you’ll be a member and you can help
get the ‘old girl’ back on the road.” Wednesday arrived, and so did I, along with an
unforgettable crew of men, commandeered by Chief Charlie Cushing and buffaloed
by Andy Addoms. I really wish there were time or space to name them all, but there
isn’t, so I will remember each one as a friend and museum co-worker. I felt at home
with them all!
I rode on the back step when the Fox made her July 4th debut in 1985, we were
so proud, and of course we still are. After that adventure, I served as clerk on the
Building Committee for Building 112, the only brick building left in the Hingham
Ammunition Depot. At that time, other members were working diligently to finalize
the acquisition of the building and the surrounding land to be used as the permanent
residence of the Bare Cove Fire Museum.
Later on, I somehow got voted onto the Board of Directors, as Director at Large
and then as the Clerk of the Board. During those years the Chief/President position
was held by Charlie Cushing, Robin Bernan, Jack Crandall, and Paul Bonanno. Paul
served twice. In 2005, I tossed my name in and was elected to the Chief’s position, one
that I am fortunate to still hold.
During my watch, some neat things have happened. One year we were asked if the
museum could put a half-mile display in the Hingham parade. It probably wasn’t quite
that long, but I was happy and proud that we were able to oblige the 4th committee. A
couple of years ago we got invited to participate in the “100 Years of Maxim” event in
Attleboro. (Continued next page)

Content Highlights
Calendar of Events 2
2016 Annual Meeting &
October Barn Sale 3
Tee Shirts 4
Archive Room 5
Donation from Court House 6
The Salem Fire 7

1

Board Members
Elected Officers
President
Dave Clark
Vice President
Jack Crandall
Past President
Robin Bernan
Clerk
Geri Duff
Directors
Russell Clark
Jaclyn Howard
Donald Lincoln
Ben Wentworth
Appointed Officers
Building 52 Manager
& Curator
Bob Stella

Continued from previous page
The museum presented our 1922, 1924, and 1927 apparatus
at the show. Not a particularly easy thing to do, as they
had to be taken to Attleboro on trailers and then driven
in to the site. They were the only group of three 1920-era
trucks owned by a museum.
Another stand-out in my memory is when a couple
of members suggested that we request funding through
the Hingham Community Preservation Committee for
replacement of the roof on Building 112, as it is of historic
value in the town. If I had thought at the onset that it
would turnout to be a 3- or 4-year project for so many
members, more that likely I would have said NO. From the
hours of research, the endless meetings at Town Hall, the
packing, the wrong roof being delivered, the unpacking, and
the painting, it turned out to be a good project and well
worth the effort. Thanks to all who worked on it.
I love being the Chief/President of the Bare Cove Fire
Museum, Inc., but I would like to step down, and give
someone else a chance to take the helm. The Annual
Meeting is in June, and this is when the officers and Board
Members are elected Please consider filling this position,
as well as the others that will be open.

Calendar of Events

5/06 — Wildfire Community Preparednes Day
Barn Sale Manager 5/07-13 — Arson Awareness Week
Geri Duff
5/09 — BCFM Board of Directors meeting 7:30 PM
5/10, 5/17, 5/24, 5/31 — Barn Sale Work Nights 7:30 PM
Board meetings are 5/12 — Fire House Night 6:30 PM (Doors open at 5:30)
held on the second
6/03 — Barn Sale and museum open to public 9 AM–2 PM
Tuesday of each
6/10 — Quincy Flag Day Celebration
month and are open to
all museum members. 6/14 — Annual Meeting 7:30 PM, Ice cream social to follow
Meetings start at 7:30 6/24–25 — Boston Amateur Radio Club field day at BCFM
7/04 — Hingham 4th of July parade
PM
7/11 — BCFM Board of Directors meeting 7:30 PM
8/08 — BCFM Board of Directors meeting 7:30 PM
9/12 — BCFM Board of Directors meeting 7:30 PM
9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4 — Barn Sale Work Nights 7:30 PM
10/7 — Barn Sale and museum open to public 9 AM–2 PM
10/8-14 — Fire Prevention Week
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Around the Museum
2016 Annual Meeting
The June 2016 Annual Meeting was well attended. President Clark spoke about the successes of the
past year and announced that he would like to step down as of June 2017 to spend time with his family.
Jack Crandall is spending more time in Maine these days and will be stepping down as well. After the
business portion was completed, the group had an Ice Cream Social.

Barn Sale
The October Barn Sale profit was $737.00. A little on the low side due to rain, but we had people
shopping longer and hopefully made a few new friends for the museum. The Hingham Journal spent
the day there and at the museum, and graced us with a full page spread two weeks later.

1977 was the first BCFM yard sale to
raise funds for the museum.
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Around the Museum
Gift Shop
Now on sale in the museum gift shop are the new Ahrens-Fox tee shirts. Goodwin Graphics in Cohasset
revamped the design and they are a poly/cotton lightweight blend perfect as is for summer or layered
with flannel shirts for winter.
They come in children’s sizes small, medium, and large and adult sizes small, medium, large,
and Xlarge. A limited number of 2X and 3X were ordered and if there is interest an additional order
will be placed. The children’s shirts are $15 and the adults’ shirts are $20.
Selling well in the shop are the Maxim logo paperweights and the museum patches. There is a
supply of cookbooks under the counter that have been gift wrapped for Christmas for that last minute
gift giving.
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Around the Museum
Archive Room
Slow progress has been made in cataloging the collection. If there are volunteers who would like to
put in some daytime hours working on the collection by recording what we have and where we keep it,
please give Geri Duff a call at 781-749-0028.

Artifact Donation
One of our favorite supporters, Joan Newell keeps donating firefighting related toys. The latest is this
original cast iron fire engine. Don’t let the condition fool you. Because it is an original, it is worth
much more than the newer nicely painted pieces. It will be added to the toy collection and a display
will be put together sometime in the future.
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Around the Museum
Donation from the Hingham Court House
As public buildings in Hingham install commerical fire alarm systems, the town has been removing the
fire alarm boxes. When the master box was taken of the Hingham Court House, Judge Heather Bradley
had it donated to the museum. Geri Duff accepted the box on behalf of the museum and it is now on
display in the apparatus room with a selection of older boxes.
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From the Archives
The Salem Fire by Arthur B. Jones
Over the past six months, the museum has received many
paper items from Tom Studley who is sorting through his
treasures. One especially welcome piece is a book about the
Salem Fire of 1914. The Studley Family has a long history
of fire service in Hingham, so it is no surprise he inherited
this book and has sent it on to the museum.
On the flyleaf is a handwritten note, “To our Friend
and Comrade – Frank W. Reed—from “the Bunch” In
appreciation of his sending us news from home to the
Convention at Athol Mass., September 24, 1914 of the Mass.
State Firemens’ Association. Signed Herbert Jones, Capt.;
Albert M. Kimball, Clerk; H. Burr Leavitt, Private and
William A Lane, Capt. Squad A.”
Within the book is a section regarding all the visiting
firefighters who came to Salem to assist in putting out the
conflagration. This is what is written about the Hingham
boys:
“Captain Albert M. Kimball of Engine 2, hearing of
the fire, got his company together and they arrived late in the
afternoon in two automobiles. As the fire rushed unchecked
down Eden Street it seemed as if Messervey Street would
go. Taking advantage of their experience gained at similar
fires in their outlying districts where no water is available
for the engines, they gathered all the rugs and clothing they
could find and taking them to the salt water, wet them, and
then lay them on the roof and over the sides of the houses,
where an occasional bucket of salt water would keep them
wet. Meeting with success at No. 9 Messervey, we soon
had plenty of help, and further down the street had blankets
spread and lots of help from a bucket brigade in wetting
down the blankets, as they began to smoke out boys took
their positions on the roofs and the crowd of volunteers kept
the water coming. The owners said many pleasant things that
night.
On the north side, about 11:30 P.M., these boys
relieved a crowd of volunteers handling a line on Union
Street. The volunteers were having quite a time handling
it, losing ground all the times through improper handling.
Captain Kimball and his boys manned this line till daylight,
making the stop on the James Coffey House on one side and
the Roache House on the other. Mr. Coffey was much pleased
and has since entertained the boys.”
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Nights at the Museum
There are few better ways to enjoy this beautiful spring weather then joining us at
the museum Wednesday Nights at 7:30.

Membership
Interested in becoming a member or renewing a membership?
Please see our Web site for an application. Make checks payable
to the Bare Cove Fire Museum, PO Box 262, Hingham, MA 02043.
Membership $35
Family Member (No Voting Privileges) $15
Lifetime Member $500 (May be paid $100/year over 5 years)

Donations
The museum always welcomes donations in any amount to
help with our day-to-day expenses, along with our ongoing
projects.
$25.00
$100.00

$50.00
Other
781.749.0028 www.barecovefiremuseum.org
45 Bare Cove Park Drive, Hingham, MA 02043
Open free to the public every Wednesday 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

Bare Cove Fire Museum
presents

Fire House Night
Friday, May 12, 2017, 6:30 pm
(Doors Open at 5:30)

featuring
Acting Chief
Gerard Mahoney,
Cambridge Fire Dept.
Cambridge 10-Alarm
Response

&
Firefighter/Paramedic
Doug Boudrow,
Lexington Fire Dept.
fire & accident scenes
$20 Admission
Space is limited. reserve
your place.
781-749-0028
bcfm.hingham@gmail.com
Admission includes a buffet of
sandwiches, side dishes, cold
drinks, and dessert.

www.barecovefiremuseum.org
45 Bare Cove Park Drive, Hingham, MA 02043-2685

