
St Barnabas the Apostle Cath. Church 4TH Sun Easter 4/22/18 Yr B (John 10: 11-18)
WE’VE ALL SEEN THAT ICONIC PICTURE OF JESUS,,, AS “THE GOOD SHEPHERD”,,, HAVEN’T WE?

IT’S ONE OF THE MOST WELL KNOWN PICTURES OF JESUS,,, WHILE STANDING AMONG A FLOCK OF SHEEP.

PICTURES LIKE THESE,,, TOUCH OUR HEARTS!

THE WORDS OF JESUS: I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD,,, IMPRINT ON OUR HEARTS,,, WITH HIS LOVE AND HIS POWER,,, AND HE TOUCHES US WITH THE PROMISE THAT HE IS OUR GRACIOUS SHEPHERD.

SO,,, I ASK THAT YOU HOLD THAT PICTURE OF JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD,,, CLOSE IN YOUR HEART,,, AS WE CELEBRATE THIS MASS TOGETHER AND AS WE ALLOW THE HOLY SPIRIT TO COME TO US,,, THROUGH THESE MOST BEAUTIFUL WORDS.

IN TODAY’S GOSPEL,,, WE HEAR ABOUT THE GOOD SHEPHERD,,, WHO IS JESUS!

HERE,,, JESUS CONTRASTS HIMSELF WITH THE “FALSE RELIGIOUS LEADERS” OF HIS DAY.  HE DID THIS,,, BY REFERRING TO THOSE RELIGIOUS LEADERS AS; HIRED HANDS!
BUT,,, JESUS EVEN WENT FURTHER,,, CALLING THEM THIEVES AND ROBBERS!   

WHEN JESUS USED THE PHRASE; HIRED HANDS,,, HE WAS TEACHING; THAT,,, THERE ARE SOME,,, WHO SIMPLY SERVE FOR MONEY”!

AGAIN,,, JESUS WAS POINTING TO THE PHARISEES WHO DIDN’T HAVE A GENUINE CONCERN FOR THE PEOPLE.  THEY WERE MORE CONCERNED WITH POSITION,,, STATUS,,, AUTHORITY AND ESTEEM.  

IN ESSENCE,,, THEY WERE ONLY INTERESTED IN THE PEOPLE,,, FOR WHAT THEY COULD GET IN RETURN.

JESUS SAID THAT THE MOST NOTEWORTHY THING ABOUT A HIRED HAND,,, WAS THE FACT THAT: WHEN DANGER CAME,,, THEY WOULD FLEE,,, LEAVING THE FLOCK UNATTENDED AND UNPROTECTED.
UNFORTUNATLY,,, THERE ARE MANY HIRED HANDS IN OUR CHURCHES TODAY.  MEN AND WOMEN,,, WHO CHOOSE THE MINISTRY,,, AS A COMFORTABLE OCCUPATION,,, WITHOUT ANY TRUE LOVE,,, OR,,, PASSION,,, FOR GOD’S SHEEP.

AGAIN,,, WE SEE JESUS,,, USING HIS COMPASSION SO HE CAN DRAW OUR ATTENTION,,, TO;

WHO IS THE ONLY TRUE SHEPHERD OF THE SHEEP!
ANYWHERE YOU SEE SHEPHERDS LEADING THEIR FLOCKS,,, YOU’LL SEE HOW WELL THE SHEPHERD KNOWS EACH OF HIS SHEEP.  

THEY KNOW EACH SHEEPS INDIVIDUAL TRAITS AND NEEDS AND YOU WILL SEE,,, HOW MUCH THE SHEPHERD CARES,,, FOR EVERY ONE OF THEM,,, AND IN TODAY’S GOSPEL,,, OUR GOOD SHEPHERD,,, TELLS US HOW MUCH HE CARES FOR US! 

IN THE OLD SACRAFICIAL SYSTEM,,, THE SHEEP DIED FOR THE SHEPHERD,,, TO COVER OVER HIS SIN.  BUT IN THE NEW COVENANT,,, THE GOOD SHEPHERD,,, WOULD DIE,,, TO SAVE AND FORGIVE THE SHEEP.

FOUR TIMES,,, JESUS SAID; HE WAS WILLING TO GIVE UP HIS LIFE,,, FOR THE SHEEP!

BROTHERS AND SISTERS,,, THE BLOOD OF CHRIST,,, IS SUFFICIENT,,, FOR THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD!

BUT,,, ONLY FOR THOSE,,, WHO CHOOSE TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST AND WHO ARE WILLING TO RECEIVE HIS LOVE AND GRACE,,, INTO THEIR HEARTS,,, BY FAITH.

LET ME ASK,,, HAVE YOU EVER HEARD THE PHRASE:

                            UNIVERSAL SALVATION?

UNIVERSAL SALVATION; IS THE IDEA,,, THAT THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS HELL,,, OR,,, TOTAL EXTINCTION,,, BECAUSE,,, GOD HAS PLANNED THE UNIVERSE,,, TO PRODUCE A POSITIVE OUTCOME,,, FOR ALL PEOPLE,,, OF ALL TIMES.  IN SHORT:  NO MATTER WHAT THEY DO,,, OR WHAT THEY BELIEVE,,, EVERYONE WILL BE SAVED!  WHAT A UNIQUE,,, BUT FLAWED IDEA!  
BROTHERS AND SISTERS,,, THERE’S NO SUCH THING,,, AS UNIVERSAL SALVATION!  THAT TEACHING IS FROM FALSE SHEPHERDS!

SALVATION,,, CONSISTS OF ONE INDIVIDUAL SHEEP,,, AT A TIME,,, COMING TO THE GOOD SHEPHERD,,, JESUS CHRIST,,, AND ENTERING INTO THE FOLD,,, (THE KINGDOM OF GOD),,, BY FAITH!
THE HIRED HAND ONLY WATCHES THE FLOCK BECAUSE HE’S PAID,,, BUT JESUS,,, KEEPS WATCH OVER HIS FLOCK BECAUSE HE LOVES US,,, AND CARES FOR US.  REMEMBER:  JESUS PURCHASED US,,, WITH HIS BLOOD AND HE DIED FOR THOSE ,,, WHO BELIEVE IN HIM!

NOW,,, SHEEP,,, BY THEIR VERY NATURE,,, ARE KIND OF DUMB,,, AND OFTEN PRONE TO JUST  WONDERING OFF!  SO,,, THEY NEED A SHEPHERD TO CARE FOR THEM.

THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE,,, PEOPLE ARE OFTEN COMPARED TO SHEEP AND PERHAPS,,, IT’S A FAIRLY GOOD COMPARISON.  SHEEP ARE PEACEFUL ANIMALS SO,,, THEY’RE A PREETY GOOD PICTURE OF THE CHRISTIAN BELIEVER,,, WHOSE HEART EXPERIENCES THE PEACE OF THEIR SHEPHERD,,, CHRIST JESUS!

SCRIPTURE TELLS US THAT JESUS KNOWS HIS SHEEP!  MEANING,,, THERE’S AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN JESUS,,, THE SHEPHERD,,, AND YOU AND ME,,, THE SHEEP!
IN SCRIPTURE,,, IT’S REPEATEDLY STATED,,, THAT THE LORD KNOWS US BY NAME.  HE KNOWS THE NUMBER OF HAIRS ON OUR HEADS AND HE KNOWS OUR FEARS AND YES,,, OUR NEEDS,,, EVEN BEFORE WE ASK.  HE IS OUR FAITHFUL SHEPHERD!

ALL TOO OFTEN BROTHERS AND SISTERS,,, WE DON’T KNOW OUR NEEDS,,, ESPECIALLY,,, OUR SPIRITUAL NEEDS,,, BUT,,, LET’S NEVER FORGET,,, THAT JESUS IS ALWAYS HERE,,, RIGHT BESIDE US,,, CARING FOR ALL OF US,,, HIS SHEEP.

AS JESUS,,, THE GOOD SHEPHERD,,, CARES FOR US,,, WE COME TO KNOW HIM BETTER AND AS WE FALL DEEPER IN LOVE WITH HIM,,, WE FORM A DEEPER,,, MORE INTIMATE,,, LOVING RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM.
SCRIPTURE TELLS US,,, THAT THE GOOD SHEPHERD,,, WOULD BRING OTHER SHEEP INTO THE FLOCK,,, SHEEP THAT ARE NOT OF THIS FOLD.
WHAT JESUS IS REFERRING TO IS; 

1ST; TO THE NATION OF ISRAEL,,, BECAUSE THE GOSPEL WAS TO BE PREACHED TO THE JEWS FIRST.

ALTHOUGH JESUS WAS CONCERNED FOR THE LOST SHEEP OF ISRAEL,,, HE NEVER MEANT,,, THAT THE CHURCH,,, WAS SUPPOSED TO REMAIN,,, A JEWISH ONLY FLOCK! 

BOTH ST’S,,, PETER AND PAUL,,, TOOK THE MESSAGE TO THE GENTILES,,, ALL OVER THE ROMAN EMPIRE,,, AND THESE BECAME ONE FLOCK.

BROTHERS AND SISTERS,,, THE PEOPLE OF GOD,,, ENCOMPASS “ALL BELIEVER’S OF ALL NATIONS” AND WE ARE ALL CARED FOR AND LOVED BY,,, THE ONE AND ONLY; “GOOD SHEPHERD,,, JESUS CHRIST”.

THEN JESUS SAID; 

HE WOULD TAKE UP HIS LIFE AGAIN!
JESUS’ VOLUNTARY DEATH,,, WAS FOLLOWED BY: 

HIS VICTORIOUS RESURRECTION.

JESUS LAID DOWN HIS LIFE WILLINGLY,,, BUT HE WAS ALSO GIVEN THE POWER,,, FROM THE FATHER,,, TO RISE AGAIN,,, FROM DEATH!

NOW,,, THE UNBELIEVING PEOPLE DIDN’T LIKE THE STATEMENT THAT JESUS “WOULD TAKE UP HIS LIFE AGAIN”,,, BECAUSE THIS WAS THE SAME THING,,, AS SAYING; HE WAS GOD!

THE UNBELIEVER’S THREW INSULTS AT JESUS,,, CALLING HIM A DEMON.  ISN’T THAT SOMETHING?  PEOPLE WILL DO ALMOST ANYTHING,,, TO AVOID THE TRUTH?
JESUS,,, IS THE GATE TO THE SHEEP FOLD.  HIS SHEEP,,, CAN ONLY ENTER,,, INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD,,, THROUGH HIM!

SINCE JESUS IS THE DOOR TO THE SHEEPFOLD,,, HE IS ALSO THE DOOR,,, THAT PROTECTS THOSE WHO CHOOSE TO BELIEVE IN HIM,,, AND HE IS THE SAME DOOR,,, THAT SHUTS OUT,,, THOSE WHO CHOOSE NOT TO BELIEVE.

SCRIPTURE TELLS US,,, THAT THE GOOD SHEPHERD,,, MUST ONE DAY,,, SEPARATE HIS SHEEP,,, FROM THE GOATS.

IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TODAY,,, TO REMAIN NEUTRAL ABOUT JESUS,,, BECAUSE,,, YOU SEE,,,

WHAT WE BELIEVE,,, ABOUT JESUS TODAY,,,

IS A MATTER OF ETERNAL LIFE OR DEATH!
BROTHERS AND SISTERS,,, 

WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN “FREE WILL”,,, 

WHAT YOU BELIEVE,,, IS YOUR CHOICE!

THROUGH GOD’S LOVING GRACE,,, AND MERCY,,, JESUS OFFERS US,,, HIS FORGIVENESS AND THE WASHING AWAY OF OUR SINS,,, BY HIS PRECIOUS BLOOD.

THE LORD IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD AND HE KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS!
SO,,, (*) ARE YOU PART OF HIS FLOCK?

         (*) HAVE YOU HEARD HIS VOICE?

         (*) HAVE YOU ANSWERED HIS CALL?

         (*) HAVE YOU ASKED FOR HIS FORGIVENESS,,, A 

               FORGIVENESS THAT ONLY HE CAN GIVE?

         (*) HAVE YOU ASKED JESUS TO WALK THROUGH 

               THE DOOR OF YOUR HEART?

I URGE YOU,,, TO TAKE A MINUTE OUT OF YOUR BUSY SCHEDULES,,, TO PRAY,,, AND ASK THE “GOOD SHEPHERD”,,, TO WALK THROUGH THE DOOR OF YOUR HEART,,, WITH THE GRACE,,, LOVE,,, MERCY AND FORGIVENESS,,, THAT HE HAS TO OFFER YOU.              AND ALSO,,, THAT HE’LL WASH YOU,,, AND CLEAN YOU,,, WITH HIS PRECIOUS BLOOD.

JESUS SAID:
“I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD,,, 
I KNOW MY SHEEP,,, 
AND MY SHEEP KNOW ME,,,

JUST AS THE FATHER KNOWS ME,,,AND I KNOW THE FATHER,,,
AND I LAY DOWN MY LIFE FOR THE SHEEP”.

JESUS,,, “THE GOOD SHEPHERD”

WHAT A TRULY MAJESTIC AND BEAUTIFUL PICTURE THE GOOD SHEPHERD IS?

BROTHERS AND SISTERS,,, AS YOU LEAVE THE LORD’S HOUSE TODAY,,, IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST,,, I ASK THAT YOU HOLD THAT PICTURE,,, FIRMLY WITHIN YOUR HEARTS AND YOUR MINDS,,, REMEMBERING,,, THAT IT WAS;

JESUS,,, WHO WILLINGLY DIED,,, JUST FOR YOU!
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER,,, AND OF THE SON,,, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
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