
St Barnabas The Apostle Cath Church 3rd Sun Easter 4/15/18 Yr B (Luke 24:35-48)
HE IS RISEN,,,,,, HE IS RISEN INDEED!

ONCE UPON A TIME,,, A WOMAN AND HER OVER- BEARING HUSBAND,,, WENT ON VACATION TO JERUSALEM.  WHILE THEY WERE THERE,,, 
HER HUSBAND PASSED AWAY.

THE JEWISH UNDERTAKER TOLD THE WIFE:
“YOU CAN HAVE YOUR HIM SHIPPED HOME FOR $5000.
OR,,, YOU CAN BURY HIM HERE,,,

IN THE HOLY LAND,,, FOR $150.”
THE WOMAN THOUGHT ABOUT IT FOR A MOMENT AND THEN SAID,,, THAT SHE WAS GOING TO SHIP HER HUSBAND HOME,,, FOR THE FUNERAL.

THE UNDERTAKER,,, A BIT SURPRISED BY HER QUICK RESPONSE,,, ASKED:
“WHY WOULD YOU SPEND $5000. TO SHIP YOUR HUSBAND HOME, WHEN IT WOULD BE WONDERFUL,,, TO BE BURIED HERE IN THE HOLY LAND,,, AND YOU WOULD ONLY SPEND $150.?

THE WOMAN REPLIED,,, WELL;
“LONG AGO,,, A MAN DIED HERE,,, WAS BURIED HERE,,, BUT,,, THREE DAYS LATER,,, HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD.

“I JUST CAN’T TAKE THAT CHANCE?”
OUR SCRIPTURE FROM ST LUKE TODAY,,, TELLS US,,, THAT ON THE ROAD TO EMAUS,,, TWO DISCIPLES MET THE RISEN LORD,,, AND THEY RETURNED TO JERUSALEM,,, TO SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCE,,, WITH THE APOSTLES.
ST LUKE SAYS,,, THAT “WHILE THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT THIS,,, JESUS HIMSELF STOOD AMONG THEM AND SAID TO THEM,,, 
                                “PEACE BE WITH YOU”.

ON THAT ROAD,,, CHRIST MADE HIMSELF PRESENT,,, IN THE PROCESS OF SHARING THEIR FAITH EXPERIENCE,,, WITH THE OTHER UNBELIEVING DISCIPLES.
THE 11 APOSTLES AND THEIR COMPANIONS,,, IN TURN ARE ALLOWED,,, TO EXPERIENCE THE RISEN CHRIST.
NOW,,, IT WOULDN’T TAKE,,, A HUGE STRETCH OF THE IMAGINATION,,, TO SEE,,, THAT,,, FOR THE TWO,,, WHO HAD  SHARED THEIR EXPERIENCE WITH JESUS,,, TO UNDERGO AN IMMENSE STRENGTHENING OF THEIR FAITH AND EMPOWERMENT,,, WOULD IT?
SO,,, WHAT DID JESUS DO,,, TO THOSE TWO,,, WHO HAD EXPERIENCED HIM?

FIRST,,, HE COMMUNICATED PEACE INTO THEIR TROUBLED HEARTS,,,
THEN,,, HE TRIED TO CONVINCE THEM,,, THAT THE SAME JESUS OF NAZERETH,,, WHO SUFFERED AND DIED,,, THE HORRIBLE DEATH ON THE CROSS,,, IS THE VERY SAME ONE,,, WHO IS NOW ALIVE & STANDING IN FRONT OF THEM. 
NEXT,,, HE WENT SO FAR AS TO EAT BOILED FISH WITH THEM,,, WHICH JESUS DIDN’T NEED,,, IN ORDER TO MAKE THE POINT,,, THAT HE IS ALIVE!
THEN,,, JESUS OPENS THEIR MINDS TO UNDERSTAND THE SCRIPTURES AND HOW THEY POINT TO HIM.  

FINALLY,,, HE COMMISSIONS THOSE TWO,,, TO BE WITNESSES,,, SAYING;
         “YOU ARE WITNESSES OF THESE THINGS”.  
THAT’S WHAT JESUS DID,,, AS HE APPEARED IN THE GATHERING OF THE DISCIPLES,,, THAT SUNDAY MORNING,,, 2000 YEARS AGO,,, AND THAT’S WHAT JESUS DOES,,, WHEN HE APPEARS IN THE SUNDAY GATHERINGS,,, OF THE FAITHFUL,,, ALL OVER THE WORLD,,, TODAY.

AND TAKE NOTICE OF HOW ACTIVE JESUS IS!
HE’S THE ONE,,, WHO GIVES US HIS PEACE.  HE’S THE ONE,,, WHO STRENGTHENS OUR FAITH,,, HE’S THE ONE,,, WHO TAKES AWAY OUR DOUBTS,,, HE’S THE ONE,,, WHO OPENS OUR MINDS AND EXPLAINS THE SCRIPTURES TO US BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AND HE’S THE ONE,,, WHO DECLARES TO US,,, TO BE HIS WITNESSES.

THESE TWO DISCIPLES THEMSELVES,,, DON’T DO MUCH DURING THIS ENCOUNTER ,,, EXCEPT;  

TO OPEN THEIR EYES,,, TO SEE HIM,,, 

TO OPEN THEIR HEARTS,,, TO LET IN HIS PEACE,,, AND TO OPEN THEIR MINDS,,, TO RECEIVE HIS INSTRUCTION.

AND IN THE END,,, WHEN JESUS SAYS;

        “YOU ARE WITNESSES,,, OF THESE THINGS”,,,
THEY ARE EXPECTED TO RESPOND,,, “YES LORD” AND THEN GO OUT,,, AND BE; JUST THAT…..
          “BE WITNESSES TO WHAT THEY HAVE SEEN!”   
THIS SMALL BAND OF JESUS’ FOLLOWERS,,, HAD LOST THEIR LEADER AND THEY WERE FALLING 
APART.  TWO,,, WERE ALREADY ON THEIR WAY HOME.  
THE REPORT THAT CHRIST’S TOMB WAS EMPTY,,, DIDN’T ALTER THEIR THINKING AT ALL.  IT ONLY CONFUSED THEM MORE.

WITH THE DEATH OF JESUS,,, THEIR ENTIRE WORLD,,, HAD FALLEN APART AND THE TWO DOWNHEARTED DISCIPLES,,, SUMMED UP THE SITUATION PRECISLY!  “WE HAD HOPED THAT HE WAS THE ONE,,, WHO WAS GOING TO REDEEM ISRAEL”.

BROTHERS AND SISTERS,,, HUMAN HOPE IS A VERY FRAGILE THING!  AND WHEN IT WITHERS,,, IT’S DIFFICULT TO REVIVE.  HOPELESSNESS,,, IS A DISEASE OF THE HUMAN HEART,,, AND IT’S A SICKNESS THAT’S HARD TO CURE.

WHEN YOU SEE SOMEONE YOU LOVE,,, OVERTAKEN BY ILLNESS,,, WHICH GOES ON,,, AND ON,,, DISPARE CAN SET IN,,, AND IT ALMOST BECOMES IMPOSSIBLE TO HOPE FOR A RECOVERY.  YOU CAN BECOME AFRAID TO HOPE AT ALL,,, BECAUSE OF NOT BEING ABLE TO COPE,,, WITH THE THOUGHT,,, OF ANOTHER DISAPPOINTMENT.
THE TWO DISCIPLES ON THAT ROAD TO EMMAUS,,, HAD BUILT A WALL OF HOPELESSNESS AROUND THEM AND THEY HAD BECOME TRAPPED IN THEIR MISERY.  
WHAT THEY WERE SAYING WAS:  

“ONCE,,, WE HAD HOPE,,, BUT NOW,,, WE NO LONGER  HAVE IT,,, OR EVEN EXPECT IT.  OUR HOPE IS GONE!”

I WONDER SOMETIMES,,, BROTHERS AND SISTERS,,, IF THIS IS SOMETHING THAT WE TOO,,, CAN RELATE TO?

HAS SOMETHING,,, OR SOMEONE,,, IN YOUR LIFE,,, EVER COME BETWEEN YOU AND YOUR LOVING  RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS?  IF THAT’S YOU,,, TAKE SOME TIME TO REVISIT THE EMMAUS STORY,,, BECAUSE,,, THE HEART-BREAKING EXPERIENCE IS ONLY IT’S BEGINNING.  
AS THE TWO TRAVELERS,,, MADE THEIR WAY TO EMMAUS,,, A STRANGER CAME ALONG SIDE THEM.  THIS WALK,,, WAS GOING TO BECOME,,, ONE OF THE MOST WONDERFUL WALKS,,, IN ALL OF HISTORY.
WE NOW KNOW,,, THAT THIS STRANGER,,, WASN’T A STRANGER AT ALL,,, IT WAS,,,  

                                THE RISEN JESUS!
BUT SOMEHOW,,, THEY DIDN’T RECOGNIZE HIM.  IN FACT,,, ST LUKE TELLS US,,, THAT IT WAS NO SIMPLE ACCIDENT THAT THEY DIDN’T NOTICE WHO HE WAS.  
NO,,, THEY WERE “KEPT FROM RECOGNIZING HIM”.  YOU SEE,,, IT WASN’T AN ACCIDENT AT ALL,,, THAT THEY DIDN’T RECOGNIZE,,, WHO JESUS WAS,,, 
THEY WEREN’T ALLOWED TO RECOGNIZE HIM FOR A PURPOSE;

IT WAS,,, SO THAT THEY MIGHT BE IN THE SAME POSITION AS WE ARE TODAY,,, SOME 2000 YEARS LATER. 

SO,,, HOW DO WE CHRISTIANS TODAY,,, WITNESS TO CHRIST?  
SO MANY PREACHERS AND PASTORS,,, GET IT WRONG!
IT’S NOT BY THREATENING PEOPLE,,, WITH “ETERNAL HELLFIRE,,, NOR,,, BY ARGUING WITH PEOPLE,,, ON COMPLEX OR CONTROVERSAL THEOLOGICAL ISSUES!  IT’S REALLY QUITE SIMPLE.  
JUST AS THOSE TWO DISCIPLES DID,,, ON THE WAY TO EMMAUS,,, WE NEED,,, TO TELL OTHERS,,, OF OUR OWN PERSONAL LOVING,,, FORGIVEN,,, GRACE FILLED,,, ENCOUNTER WITH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.
AND THAT EVERY DAY,,, WE ARE TRULY BLESSED WITH HIS PRESENCE AND ASSURED OF HIS MERCY AND OF HIS PEACE,,, A PEACE BROTHERS AND SISTERS,,, THAT THE WORLD CAN NOT GIVE TO US!

WE BELIEVE THAT,,, BECAUSE JESUS PROCLAIMED IT TO BE SO AND EITHER IT’S TRUE,,, OR,,, WE’RE THE BIGGEST DUMMIES ON EARTH,,, AND JESUS,,, IS THE BIGGEST FRAUD,,, BUT,,, WE KNOW THAT IT’S NOT TRUE,,, DON’T WE?

REMEMBER; JESUS SAID:

I AM THE WAY,,, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE OF THE WORLD!
SO,,, WITH JOY,,, WE SHARE WITH OTHERS,,, WHY WE ARE,,, AND HOW WE BECAME CHRISTIAN’S!

AS ST PETER TELLS US;

“ALWAYS BE PREPARED TO GIVE AN ANSWER,,, 

TO EVERYONE WHO ASKS YOU TO GIVE THE REASON FOR THE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE.

BUT,,, DO THIS WITH GENTLENESS AND RESPECT.”

(1 PETER 3:15)
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER,,, AND OF THE SON,,, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
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