
St Barnabas the Apostle Cath. Church 5TH Sun Easter 4/29/18 Yr B (John 15: 1-8)
A REPORTER INTERVIEWED A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS OWNER.  “HOW DID YOU DO IT,,, AND MAKE ALL THIS MONEY?” HE ASKED.

“I’M GLAD YOU ASKED”,,, THE BUSINESSMAN SAID.  

WHEN MY WIFE AND I GOT MARRIED,,, WE STARTED
OUT WITH NOTHING.  WE ONLY HAD 5 CENTS BETWEEN US!  WELL,,, I TOOK THAT NICKLE,,, WENT TO THE STORE,,, BOUGHT AN APPLE,,, SHINED IT UP,,, AND SOLD IT,,, FOR 10 CENTS.

“WHAT DID YOU DO THEN?” THE REPORTER ASKED.

“WELL,,, I BOUGHT TWO MORE APPLES,,, SHINED THEM UP,,, AND SOLD THEM,,, FOR 20 CENTS. 

THE REPORTER THOUGHT WHAT A GREAT HUMAN INTEREST STORY,,, HE ASKED; THEN WHAT?  THE BUSINESSMAN REPLIED: THEN MY FATHER-IN-LAW DIED AND LEFT US 20 MILLION.

THAT BUSINESSMAN PROSPERED,,, NOT BECAUSE OF HIS INGENUITY,,, BUT BECAUSE HE WAS CONNECTED.

SO,,, WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE CONNECTED?  

IT MEANS; WE HAVE STRENGTH,,, WHEN WE’RE CONNECTED,,, TO ONE OTHER,,, THROUGH OUR FAITH IN JESUS,,, IT MEANS,,, WE’RE STRONG AND WE CAN GET THINGS DONE.  IT STRENGTHENS US AND WE BEAR FRUIT TO OURSELVES AND TO THE LIVES OF OTHERS,,, WHILE DOING GOD’S WORK.

IT MEANS; WE HAVE A PRESENCE!  WE’RE NOT ALONE!  IF WE ABIDE IN CHRIST,,, WE’LL HAVE A CLOSE,,, PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP,,, WITH HIM AND WE’LL BECOME A VINE BRANCH,,, THAT BEARS FRUIT.
AND IT MEANS; WE WILL LIVE A PRODUCTIVE LIFE,,,     A VINE AND IT’S FRUIT,,, POINT TO DISCIPLESHIP,,, AND THE SUBSTANCE,,, THAT WILL SUSTAIN NEW BRANCHES WITH THEIR ABUNDANT FRUIT.
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES,,, LIES IN THE LOVE,,, BETWEEN THE FATHER AND JESUS,,, AND BETWEEN JESUS AND US.
LIKE THE VINE,,, WE’RE JOINED TO CHRIST,,, BUT WE MUST PRUNE OUR ATTACHMENT,,, TO OUR CURRENT WAY OF LIFE AND ALL IT’S COMFORTS,,, JUST AS A GARDNER PRUNES BUSHES TO MAKE THEM GROW BETTER.  THOSE USELESS BRANCHES,,, MUST BE REMOVED,, IN ORDER TO SAVE THE STRONGER ONES,,, SO WE CAN BE TRULY FRUITFUL!

IN TODAY’S GOSPEL,,, JESUS USES A GRAPE VINE,,, AS A SYMBOL,,, COMMON TO THE RELIGIONS OF THE EAST AND TO JEWISH LITERATURE.
JESUS WAS TEACHING AN IMPORTANT LESSON,,, TO:

GLORIFY THE FATHER AND BEAR MUCH FRUIT!

THE VINEYARD:   IS THE KINGDOM,,, THE REIGN OF 

                                  GOD,,, THAT JESUS CAME TO 

                                  INAUGURATE!
JESUS:                     IS THE VINE,,, AND
THE BRANCHES: ARE ALL BELIEVER’S,,, WHO 

                                 FOLLOW JESUS!
THERE ARE THREE DIFFERENT VINES MENTIONED IN SCRIPTURE.

THE 1ST VINE: IS THE HISTORICAL VINE OF ISRAEL; 

IN AN ACT OF GRACE,,, GOD TRANSPLANTED ISRAEL,,, “OUT OF EGYPT” INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN AND HE GAVE IT EVERYTHING,,, THAT A NATION COULD ASK FOR.  BUT ISRAEL PRODUCED;        “BAD FRUIT”.

INSTEAD OF JUSTICE IT PRODUCED; “OPPRESSION”.
INSTEAD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,,, IT PRODUCED;        

                                   “SINFULLNESS”,,,
SO,,, GOD HAD TO DISCIPLINE THE NATION WITHOUT LASTING RESULTS.

THE 2ND VINE:  IS REFERRED TO,,, IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION,,, AS; “THE VINE OF THE EARTH”. 

THIS IS THE VINE THAT IS GROWING HERE ON EARTH TODAY.  

(*)  IT’S THE VINE,,, THAT ALL UNSAVED,,, UNBELIEVING 
      PEOPLE,,, ARE THE BRANCHES OF.  

IT’S THE VINE,,, OF THE WORLD,,, THAT UNBELIEVERS DEPEND ON,,, FOR SECURITY AND PLEASURE.  

IT’S AN ARTIFICIAL VINE,,, WHICH SCRIPTURE TELLS US,,, WILL BE CUT DOWN AND BURNED,,, WHEN CHRIST COMES BACK AGAIN.  IT’LL BE DESTROYED,,, BECAUSE THOSE,,, ATTACHED TO THIS VINE,,, HAVE REFUSED TO ACCEPT THE LOVE,,, GRACE AND FORGIVENESS OF JESUS!

THE 3RD VINE:  IS THE,,, TRUE AND AUTHENTIC VINE!
JESUS SAID; “I AM THE TRUE VINE”!  THIS VINE,,, INCLUDES ALL BELIEVERS,,, WHO HAVE RECEIVED CHRIST’S GRACE AND LOVE,,, INTO THEIR HEARTS,,, BY FAITH,,, AND WHO HAVE BECOME BRANCHES,,, ATTACHED TO THE TRUE VINE!

THE SYMBOLISM OF THE VINE,,, IS RICH IN MEANING AND IT TEACHES US,,, OUR FIRST IMPORTANT LESSON.

AS BELIEVERS IN JESUS,,, WE ARE TO REMAIN IN HIM!  AS HIS BRANCHES,,, WE POSSESS A LIVING,,, VITAL,,, LIFE GIVING,,, RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST JESUS.
BRANCHES ARE ATTACHED TO THE VINE,,, AND THEY RECEIVE THE LIFE FORCE (THE SAP) OF THE VINE,,, WHICH FLOWS TO EVERY PART OF THE PLANT,,, EVEN TO THE VERY TIPS OF EACH BRANCH.

WHEN WE’RE ATTACHED TO THE VINE OF CHRIST,,, THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ALLOWED TO FLOW THROUGH THE LIFE OF EVERY BELIEVER.  THEN THE LOVE OF THE HOLY TRINITY BECOMES AVAILABLE TO EVERY ONE OF US,,, IF OUR HEARTS ARE OPEN TO RECEIVE IT!

BY THEMSELVES,,, MANY BRANCHES BECOME WEAK AND USELESS!  THEY HAVE TO STAY ATTACHED TO THE VINE.  BECAUSE,,, A BRANCH,,, IN AND OF ITSELF CANNOT PRODUCE LIFE!  IT MUST DRAW LIFE FROM THE VINE!  

JESUS SAID; “YOU CAN DO NOTHING WITHOUT ME!”

MEANING; (YOU CAN DO NOTHING MEANINGFUL,,, FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD,,, WITHOUT HIM) 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS,,, BRANCHES ARE GOOD,,, FOR EITHER BEARING FRUIT OR,,, FOR FIREWOOD!

OUR PERSONAL LOVE RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS,, IS WHAT MAKES IT POSSIBLE,,, FOR US TO BEAR THE FRUIT,,, OF THE HOLY SPIRIT!  FRUITS ARE GIFTS FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD,,, LIKE: 

LOVE,,, JOY,,, PEACE,,, PATIENCE,,  KINDNESS,,, GENEROSITY,,, FAITHFULLNESS,,, GENTLENESS AND SELF-CONTROL.
JESUS SAID: “REMAIN IN ME” MEANING; 
“KEEP A CLOSE,,, INTIMATE,,, ONENESS WITH JESUS,,, SO THAT HIS LIFE,,, CAN WORK IN AND THROUGH EACH AN EVERY ONE OF US,,, TO PRODUCE FRUIT FOR GOD’S KINGDOM”.

AND,,, READ GOD’S WORD AND CONFESS YOUR SINS,,, TO JESUS,,, REGULARLY,,, SO NOTHING,,, CAN HINDER YOUR LOVING,,, INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM.

REMEMBER,,, WHAT JESUS SAID IN THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN: “AS THE FATHER LOVES ME,,, SO I LOVE YOU.  REMAIN IN MY LOVE”!

SO,,, HOW CAN YOU TELL,,, IF YOU ARE REMAINING IN JESUS?  ARE THERE ANY SPECIAL “FEELINGS” THAT WE SHOULD NOTICE?  NO,,, NOT ALWAYS!

SOMETIMES,,, THE HOLY SPIRIT TOUCHES A PERSON IN A SPECIAL WAY,,, BUT,,, MOST OFTEN,,, YOU JUST KNOW INSIDE WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT TOUCHES YOU,,, THERE’S A FEELING OF “INNER JOY”.  NOT ONLY DOES YOUR FACE SMILE,,, BUT SO DOES YOUR HEART. 
YOU EXPERIENCE A DEEPER GROWING LOVE FOR JESUS,,, AND FOR OTHER BELIEVERS,,, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT PRUNES YOU,,, SO YOU CAN BEAR MORE FRUIT,,, FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD!     
AS YOU GROW IN YOUR DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS,,, YOU WILL NO LONGER HAVE ANY DESIRE TO RETURN,,, TO THAT SHALLOW,,, CARELESS AND SOMETIMES SUPERFICIAL,,, LIFE STYLE. 

THEN JESUS SAID:
“THE FATHER IS THE VINE GROWER,,, WHO PRUNES THE BRANCHES,,, SO THEY WILL PRODUCE MORE FRUIT.
THE VINE GROWER PRUNES IN TWO WAYS;

(*) HE CUTS AWAY THE DEAD WOOD,,, THAT CAUSES 
      DISEASE AND INSECTS,,, AND
(*) HE CUTS AWAY LIVING BRANCHES,, SO THAT THE 
      FRUIT WILL BE OF HIGHER QUALITY.”

THE GREATEST HARM,,, THE FATHER COULD DO TO US,,, WOULD BE,,, TO LET US ALONE AND ALLOW US TO HAVE OUR OWN WAY,,, AS BELIEVERS.

BECAUSE GOD LOVES US,,, AND CARES SO MUCH ABOUT US,,, HE PRUNES US AND ENCOURAGES US,,, TO BEAR MORE FRUIT.

THE FATHER GETS RID OF THE “DEAD WOOD” AND “DISEASED BRANCHES” IN OUR LIVES,,, LIKE THOSE  
THAT HINDER OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY LIKE: PRIDE,,, ANGER,,, SELFISHNESS AND UNFORGIVENESS! 
YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER,,, IS CLOSEST TO YOU,,, WHEN HE’S PRUNING YOU!  
SOMETIMES,,, HE’S PRUNING THINGS THAT CAUSE YOU TROUBLE AND AT OTHER TIMES,,, HE’S PRUNING SOMETHING GOOD,,, SO YOU MIGHT ENJOY,,, WHAT IS THE VERY BEST FOR YOUR LIFE!

· IN GOD’S PERFECT LOVE,,, HE KNOWS EXACTLY WHAT HE’S DOING!  HE IS SEEKING QUALITY,,, IN YOUR SPIRITUAL UNION WITH HIMSELF! 
IN SCRIPTURE,,, JESUS MENTIONS THE WORD “FRUIT” MANY TIMES.  BRANCHES ON THE TRUE VINE,,, BROTHERS AND SISTERS,,, PRODUCE FRUIT FOR OTHERS!  
THE FRUIT THAT JESUS IS SPEAKING ABOUT,,, IS LOVE,, KINDNESS,, CARING,, GENTLENESS,, FORGIVENESS ,,, AND HAVING A RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS.  BUT MOST IMPORTANT,,, IS HAVING A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!

BELIEVER’S IN JESUS,,, DON’T PRODUCE FRUIT TO PLEASE THEMSELVES,,, RATHER,,, TO BLESS OTHERS!
WE SHOULD BE THE KIND OF PEOPLE,,, WHO FEED AND BLESS OTHER PEOPLE,,, BY OUR WORDS AND OUR DEEDS.

IN THE (BOOK OF PROVERBS): IT SAYS: 

“THE LIPS OF THE RIGHTEOUS,,, FEED MANY”.

ONE WAY TO TELL IF “YOU ARE IN CHRIST”,,, IS:             
                         IN YOUR CONVERSATIONS!

(*) DO YOUR CONVERSATIONS BLESS OTHERS?

(*) DO YOUR WORDS,,, NURTURE OTHER PEOPLE?  OR      

(*) DO THEY TEAR THEM DOWN?
(*) ARE YOUR LIPS FILLED WITH WORDS OF 

      BLESSING AND ENCOURAGEMENT,,, OR,,,

(*) DO YOU SOUND JUST LIKE ,,, SO MANY THE    

      UNBELIEVING WORLD,,, WITH EVERY OTHER 

      WORD,,, A SWEAR WORD,,, WITH THE NAME OF 

      JESUS,,, BEING TAKEN IN VAIN?

REMEMBER THESE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE:

“YOU WILL KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUIT!”
BELIEVERS WHO REMAIN IN JESUS:  

“BRING OTHERS TO JESUS BY SHARING THEIR    

  FAITH”,,, AND THEY;
“GROW IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCRIPTURES   

  AND GRACE”. 
TRUE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER,,, IS DEVELOPED!
THE DESIRE TO WORSHIP THE LORD,,, FROM THE HEART,,, SHARING YOUR FAITH AND GROWING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCRIPTURES,,, ARE ONLY A FEW OF THE FRUITS OF REMAINING IN JESUS’ LOVE.
SO,,, IF YOU’RE NOT SURE,,, THAT YOU 
HAVE REMAINED FIRMLY IN THE LOVE OF JESUS,,, THEN,,, I ENCOURAGE YOU TO TAKE A MOMENT AND ASK FOR JESUS’ FORGIVENESS,,, AND
         YOU WILL,,, IMMEDIATELY,,, BE RESTORED         
IN THE VINE AND TO JESUS’ FLOWING INTIMACY.
WHAT KIND OF FRUIT IS YOUR LIFE PRODUCING FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD?
GOD THE FATHER,,, WANTS ONLY,,, THE VERY BEST FOR YOU,,, SO,,, DON’T SETTLE FOR SECOND BEST!

BE A FRUITFUL BRANCH!  REMAIN ATTACHED TO THE VINE OF JESUS AND ABIDE IN HIM,,, AND,,,

                              AS SCRIPTURE SAYS
LOVE ONE ANOTHER,,, AS HE HAS LOVED US,,,
EVEN IF IT TAKES A LITTLE PRUNING!
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER,,, AND OF THE SON,,, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
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