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Nuggets of Fun and Nostalgia for Treasure Valley Golden-Agers

About a week before Christmas my mother bought a new nativity scene from the Five
and Dime Store.. When my sister and I unpacked it we found two figures of the Baby
Jesus.

“Someone must have packed this wrong,” Mother said, counting out the figures. “We
have one Joseph, one Mary,
three wise men, three shepherds, two lambs, a
donkey, a cow, an angel and two babies!

Oh, dear! I suppose some nativity set down at the
store is missing a Baby Jesus because we have
two. You two run back down to the store and tell
the manager that we have an extra Jesus. Tell him
to put a sign on the remaining boxes saying that if
a set is missing a Baby Jesus, call 7126. Put on
your warm coats, it's freezing cold out there.” /

The manager of the store copied down Mother's ‘
message and the next time we were in the store /i 2>
we saw the cardboard sign that read, “If you're
missing Baby Jesus, call 7126.” All week long we . :
waited for someone to call. Each time the phone | |
rang Mother would say, “I'll bet that's about ‘
Jesus,” but it never was.

Father tried to explain there are thousands of these scattered over the country and the
figurine could be missing from a set in Florida or Texas or California. Those packing
mistakes happen all the time. He suggested we just put the extra Jesus back in the box
and forget about it.

“Put Baby Jesus back in the box! What a terrible thing to do,” said my sister. “Surely
someone will call,” Mother said. “We'll just keep the two of them together in the manger
until someone calls.”

When no call had come by 5:00 on Christmas Eve, Mother insisted that Father just run
down to the store to see if there were any sets left. ““You can see them right through the
window, over on the counter,” she said. “If they are all gone, I'll know someone is bound
to call tonight.”

“Run down to the store?”” Father thundered. “It's 10 below zero out there!”

“Oh, Daddy, we'll go with you,” as we began to put on their coats. Father gave a long
sigh and headed for the front closet. “I can't believe I'm doing this,” he muttered.

We ran ahead as father reluctantly walked out in the cold. My sister got to the store

(Continued on Page 2)

Christmas Carol
by Sara Teasdale

The shepherds came from out the north,
Their coats were brown and old;
They brought Him
little new-born lambs—
They had not any gold.

The wise men came from out the east,
And they were wrapped in white;
The star that led them all the way
Did glorify the night.

The angels came from heaven high,
And they were clad with wings;

And lo, they brought a joyful song
The host of heaven sings.

The kings they knocked upon the door,
The wise men entered in,

The shepherds followed after them
To hear the song begin.

The angels sang through all the night
Until the rising sun,

But little Jesus fell asleep
Before the song was done.

J pe Mute the Medicare commercials! Toss the junk mail!
s 1 '/l WE CAN HELP YOU MAKE SENSE OF IT ALL.

Medicare Annual Enrollment is Oct 15th - Dec 7th
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FREE Medicare review with your trusted family team!

BILBO INSURANCE TEAM

Todd & Tiara Bibo

(208) 949-6882
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ENGLISH WORDS Are You Missing Baby Jesus? - Continued from Page 1
TO REVIVE first and pressed her nose up to the store window. “They're all gone, Daddy,” she

shouted. “Every set must be sold.”

As language evolves, new “Hooray,” 1 said, “The mystery will

words are born as others die now be solved tonight!”
out. Here are some of the Father heard the news still a half block
. . ) away and immediately turned on his
delightful ones that time forgot: heel and headed back home.
When they got back into the house
Bedward: heading towards bed they noticed that Mother was gone and

so was the extra baby Jesus figurine.
“Someone must have called and she
To constellate: to cluster together went out to deliver it,” my father
reasoned, pulling off his boots. “You
kids get ready for bed while I wrap
To deliciate: to delight oneself Moltlher’shpre;ent.” ber velled heo diell read
. . Then the phone rang. Father yelled, “Answer the phone and tell 'em we alrea

Elflock: Tangled hair as if matted found a horIr)le for bab%r J esus.,,y ’ p Y

by elves But it was Mother calling with instructions for us to come to 205 Chestnut Street
To gorgonize: to have a paralyzing immediately, and bring three blankets, a box of cookies and some milk.

“Now what has she gotten us into?”” my father groaned as we bundled up again.

“205 Chestnut. Why that's clear across town. Wrap that milk up good in the blankets

To brabble: to argue loudly

To degust: to taste carefully

effect on someone

To hugger-mugger: to actin a or it will turn to ice before we get there. It's probably 20 below out there now. And
secretive manner the wind is picking up. Of all the crazy things to do on a night like this.”

) When we got to the house at 205 Chestnut Street it was the darkest one on the
lllecebrous: attractive block. Only one tiny light burned in the living room and, the moment we set foot on
To jargogle: to confuse the porch steps, my mother opened the door and shouted, “They're here; oh, thank

God you got here, Ray! You kids take those blankets into the living room and wrap
To kench: to laugh loudly up the little ones on the couch. I'll take the milk and cookies.”
Malagrugrous: dismal “Would you mind telling me what is going on, Ethel?”” my father asked. “We have
just walked through below zero weather with the wind in our faces all the way.”
Monsterful: wonderful “Never mind all that now,” my mother interrupted. “There isn't any heat in this
Osculable: that can be kissed house and this young mother is so upset she doesn't know what to do. Her husband
walked out on her and those poor little children will have a very bleak Christmas, so
Overmorrow: the day after don't you complain. I told her you could fix that oil furnace in a jiffy.”
tomorrow My mother strode off to the kitchen to warm the milk while my sister and I

wrapped up the five little children who were huddled together on the couch. The
children's mother explained to my father that her husband had run off, taking
To twattle: to gossip bedding, clothing, and almost every piece of furniture, but she had been doing all

St Tighte il right until the furnace broke down.
Tletter light: twilight “I been doin' washin' and ironin' for people and cleanin' the Five and Dime,” she
Widdendream: state of mental said. “I saw your number every day there, on those boxes on the counter. When the

confusion or excitement Continued on Page 7

Schoolman: a teacher
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- /Dk/ - Cottages
Assisted Living & Memory Care
Assisted Living & Memory Care at its best!
(208) 475-1805
www.TheCottages.biz

[ just finished writing a
book about how to safely
fall down stairs—

It’s a step-by-step guide
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RETIREMENT - ASSISTED LIVING - REHABILITATION

CLAIRE MCNEAL
Senior Real Estate Specialist

Sunnyridge
Rehabilitation
& Retirement Center

Estate Sale, Home Sale,
and Moving Service
All in One!

Boise Haven Real Estate/JPAR Live Local
(208) 370-2026
boisehavenrealestate@gmail.com

Warshing Clothes Recipe ThelLazy Retiree’s
song
If you're happy and you know it,
stay in bed.
A grandmother gave a new If you're happy and you know it,
bride the following recipe. stay in bed.

This is an exact copy as
written and found in an old
scrapbook, spelling errors and

If you're hapr)y and you know it,
getting up will surely blow it.

If you're happy and you know if,

all. stay in bed!
Things that used to
hurt my back
WARSHING CLOTHES e Jumping of f my garage roof

Build fire in backyard to heat kettle of rain water.
Set tubs so smoke wont blow in eyes if wind is pert.
Shave one hole cake of lie soap in boilin water.

e Crashing my bike
e Falling out of trees

Sort things, make 3 piles Diving into the shallow end

1 pile white, Dodge ball and Red Rover

1 pile colored,

1 pile work britches and rags. e

To make starch, stir flour in cool water to smooth, then thin down Thln S that

with boiling water. hurt my back now
Take white things, rub dirty spots on board, scrub hard and boil, e Sneezing

then rub colored don't boil just wrench and starch.

Take things out of kettle with broom stick handle, then wrench, * Mopping the floor

Hang old rags on fence. e Brushing my teeth
Spread tea towels on grass. e Tying my shoes

Pore wrench water in flower bed. Scrub porch with hot soapy water.
Turn tubs upside down.

Go put on clean dress, smooth hair with hair combs. Brew cup of * Putting on my shirt
tea, sit and rock a spell and count your blessings. e (Getting out of the car

¢ Rolling over in bed
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and Celebrating Lives AIS ﬁgsons
since 1907 FUNERAL CHAPEL

404 1oth Ave.S., Nampa, Idaho 83651 * (208) 466-3545 *+ www.alsippersons.com




We make senior living Simple.
Qasis is a FREE, personal service that guides seniors through senior living solutions.

Our trusted partners offer customized solutions for every family.

v~
J.P. Benlian, cSA® 208-761-2066 Kathy Lacina 208-573-4658 Oaslis
QOasisSeniorAdvisors.com/SW-Idaho WG

SIMPLE BITESy#

BUY 6 MEALS & GET 1 FREE!
USE CODE GOLDMINE1FREE
~Meals are oven & microwave safe
~Store in the freezer or fridge
~NO SUBSCRIPTION
Call (208) 893-5556

or visit
lebit com

*Private Pay Only

s ‘1‘2\)‘ LY $7.97 A MEAL

Who remembers wanting one of these for Christmas?

Gasoline pump
s Crank turns P

Where's the “‘Tsx“_ S

>/
fire? ‘% | = Bell rings el
| « Dials work X
¢)
2 "
This realistic 1
hook‘;z}nd-lnﬁder 3
truck is ready ¢ :
for action ! Speedy 38-in. ‘
= 2 wooden ladders fire chief’s car
= Clanging bell = Warning bell

= Jettype steering

Looks and sounds like a
real tractor!

A snappy model
with “roadability™

Stop making a monthly mortgage payment. Open a growing line of credit.

Call for a no obligation consultation. (208) 618-8502
@) NORTHIEST REVERSE MORTGAG (800) 806-1472 x108

YOUR GUIDE TO A MORE SECURE FUTURE
stephen@nwreverse.com
www.wrightrm.com

S ¥
Stephen
Wright

MLO 2215003

Branch Manager/
Loan Officer

Northwest Reverse Mortgage, LLC ML-5797/CL-
1834787/DFPI#60DBO-140333. Equal Opportunity Mortgage
Broker licensed in Oregon, Washington, Idaho and California

The Benefits of
a Good Vocabulary

I recently called an old college
buddy of mine and asked what
he was doing for work these
days.

He replied that he was
working on “aqua-thermal
treatment of ceramics,
aluminum and steel under a
constrained environment.”

[ was impressed, until upon
further inquiry, I learned that
he was washing dishes in hot
water under his wife’s
supervision!

Whatever makes
you happy!

Everyone has the power to
make someone else happy.

Some do it by entering the
room, while some do it by
leaving.

Happy Hour

My wife and I celebrated after
dinner last night with a couple
of adult beverages:

Metamucil and Kaopectate.

HAVE A GOOD WEEK!

Are you

turning 65? XN

Call your A 5\

local licensed A ;J‘T‘

Humana , (\" , Monday - Friday
sales agent. | 8am.-5pm.

brill@humana.com



Want to downsize? Move closer to your kids? f;

I am here to help you understand all
/}

your options and find the right fit
EALI Y

FOR YOU!

Chelsea Johnson
Your Hometown Idaho Realtor®

Chelsea@teamrealtyofidaho.com e (208) 697-7645

America’s Choice in Homecare

Angels /‘_)

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
Serving the Treasure Valley

208.888.3611

www.visitingangels.com/boise/home

Milestones

Inez Peterson
Dec 30, 1927—95 years
Caldwell Senior Center

Lucy Henzler
Dec 20, 1927—95 years
Nampa Senior Center

Leola Boyd
Dec 6, 1921—101 years
Nampa Streamside

Cassie Knudsen Don Gibbens
Oct 31, 1928—94 years Dec 3, 1928—94 years Dec 24, 1929—93 years
Nampa Senior Center Parma Caldwell Senior Center

Glen Weeks

The Best People Providing the Best Care, Wherever You Need Us

+ ciED

Doctor’s Hospice Doctor’s House Calls
of Idaho of Idaho
Phone: 208.985.2260 Phone: 208.957.5532

www.DoctorsHospiceofldaho.com www.DoctorsHouseCallsofldaho.com

We were doing some
home renovations and,
incredibly, when we
knocked down a wall,
we found a secret, fully
furnished room on the
other side!

And then | remembered,
“We live in a duplex!”

e | éJWMVM§WM e

HANDMADE MEMORIES

® Infant through adult hands available
o Gift Certificates available
For appointment
Call (208) 467-9626
www.facebook.com/
firstimpressionsidaho

EVERYTHING SPECIAL HOLIDAY EVENT
HEARING 5 DAYS ONLY—DEC. 5-9

Included in your FREE event appointment:

¢ Complete Hearing Screening and Consultation

¢ Video Otoscopic Exam ¢ Cleaning and Fine Tuning of Your Hearing Aid

# LIVE Demonstration of an Incredible, New RECHARGEABLE Hearing System
CALL (208) 789-2485 TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE APPOINTMENT

® Dec. 5-7 CALDWELL 1818 S 10th Ave. #200 ® Dec. 8-9 MERIDIAN 2512 N Stokesberry #102

(-a 1) (208)321-1703

VICTORY

Medical Transportation

Providing non-emergency transportation
e Ambulatory « Wheelchair @ Hospice

o Stretcher e Long-Distance




McDaniel ¢ FINAL EXPENSE LIFE INSURANCE

tli lus’
¢ SIMPLIFIED ISSUE WHOLE LIFE INSURANCE M o b lllty P

O
¢ HEART ATTACK, STROKE & CANCER INSURANCE &o Where you want £0 A
~ Approval over the phone ¥ No medical exam * Scooters * Wheelchairs ® Ramps * WaIkeI'.'leOIEilm"SI
~ Any health condition up to age 90 « Sales « Repairs « Rentals - Installation

8 -3998 ¢ www.gemstatebenefits.com 339 N. Milwaukee St., Boise 83704
(208) 995399 (208) 617-5200
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.4 'Parentsisha d.post thisin their Aot | Most people know o
" sl Jg\gj ch. B 35’-”33‘6”*&&‘9 =L % | Marx, but few have heard of
gills Gt Q'{*S'E':"\*, SRy LTRSS NI his sister, Onya, an Olymﬁlc
Rl e 2o LY 557 0t| | runner. In her memory, they
. mention her name at the start

of every race.
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ARG

. }4..”1“ h\\%’_ .

© Howto write a letter
How to make a
R m"e’:‘::::a“ How to select 3 thoughtful gift

How to admit 3 Mistake

How to set the table

How to iron 3 shirt

How to give Someone the

benefit of the doubt

How to care for a pet

How to converse with an elder
How to play with 3 baby
How to sew On a button
How to 8enuinely apologize
How to ham i
s ki o::cr:yr;au::s O Howto weigh pros and cons
elf

\ How to ha
How to Notice the needs of mann V€ Bood table
others s

How to dust

How to read a recipe
How to vacuum the stairs
How to change 3 lightbulb

How to open, close, and lock
windows

How to use 3 fire extinguisher 2 ] u
How to make 3 salad - GOlng tO CO
How to make a Smoothie

o
o
o T . . .
How to wash dishes © How to clean the refrigerator g A Pennsylvanla man 1S suing
o
(o)
o

How to make scrambled eggs
How to balance 3 checkbook
How to write 3 thank you note
How to do laundry
© How to garden

O How to fix something

O How to plan 3 healthy meal
o Howto hang a picture
o
o
o

How to budget How to clean the bathroom i Smart Water for not making

How to wait and save for How to clean the kitchen

something How to address and stamp an : him smart! .
How to check tire pressure envelope i I am hereby announcing my
How to ask questions to get to How to write a check ; Sllit ag ainst Thln MintS .

know someone better How to refill a stapler

How to read a map How to put air in a bike tire

How to find a book in the How to pump gas

library How to change a flat tire

How to seek counsel from

someone more experienced

: ,Jv -A‘?J o
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THE STANDARD OF CARE ASPEN

GIRIENENS

SENIOR LIVING

At Aspen Creek Senior Living, we strive to honor life and legacy fqr our residgntst employet;s Iellnd
the communities we serve. Our Caldwell, ID community and service we provide is purposefully

crafted to enchance life.

LEARN MORE AT ASPENCREEKSENIORLIVING.COM




/\ Mu LTICARE

Locally-owned and
serving the valley
for over 25 years

(208) 887-7719

2667 E. Gala Court #110
Meridian, ID 83642

LIGHTHOUSE HOSPICE (208) 576-6383

&
PALLIATIVE CARE

Se habla Espaiiol
www.lighthousehospiceidaho.com

WHEN EACH MOMENT COUNTS

One day, all of us will be
separated from each other.
We will miss those wonder-
ful conversations we used to
have. We will miss the times
of laughter together, and the
times we cried.

Days, months and years
will pass until we rarely see
each other. Our lives will
take a new shape as we
move on from our past.

One day, our grandchil-
dren will see our photos and
ask, “Who are these peo-
ple?”

And we will smile with in-
visible tears and say, “It was
with them that I had the
best days of my life!”

And if, by chance, we
would ever run into each
other when we are old and
senile, we can be NEW
friends!

Are You Missing Baby Jesus? - Continued from Page 2

furnace went out, that number kept going' through my mind. 7162, 7162. Said on
the box that if a person was missin' Jesus, they should call you. That's how I knew
you were good Christian people, willin' to help folks. I figured that maybe you
would help me, too. So I stopped at the grocery store tonight and I called your
misses. I'm not missin' Jesus, mister, because I sure love the Lord. But I am
missin' heat. [ have no money to fix that furnace.”

“Okay, Okay,” said father. “You've come to the right place. Now let's see.
You've got a little oil burner over there in the dining room. Shouldn't be too hard
to fix. Probably just a clogged flue. I'll look it over, see what it needs.”

Mother came into the living room carrying the plate of cookies and warm milk.
As she set the cups down on the coffee
table, I noticed the figure of baby Jesus
lying in the center of the table. It was the
only sign of Christmas in the house. The
children stared wide-eyed with wonder at
the plate of cookies my mother set before
them.

Father finally got the oil burner
working, but said, “You need more oil.
I'll make a few calls tonight and get some
oil. Yes, ma’am, you came to the right
place,” father grinned.

On the way home father did not
complain about the cold weather and had
barely set foot inside the door when he
was on the phone. “Ed, hey, how are ya, Ed? Yes, Merry Christmas to you, too.
Say Ed, we have kind of an unusual situation here. I know you've got that pick-up
truck. Do you still have some oil in that barrel on your truck? You do?”

By this time my sister and I were pulling clothes out of their closets and toys off
of our shelves. It was long after their bedtime when we were wrapping gifts.

The pickup came. On it were chairs, three lamps, blankets and gifts. Even
though it was now 25 below, father let us ride along in the back of the truck.

No one ever did call about the missing baby Jesus in the nativity set, but as |
grow older I realize that it wasn't a packing mistake at all.

- Author Unknown

Have a Warm and Blessed Christmas

ﬁﬂom your fmenﬁ[v at Senior Goldmine,
%r@ and 9an, and’ Ropxie

Nursing and Rehabilitation

CANYON WEST

of Cascadia

) Doing Whatever It Takes When It Matters Most

‘ Harrison’s Hope

— AN ADDUS HOMECARE COMPANY —
3137 S Meridian Rd Suite 120, Meridian, ID 83642

(208) 947-6800 * www.harrisonshope.com

For further information or to view or download recent issues, go to www.seniorgoldmine.com - Page 7




I spotted a license plate ahead
thatread “XODUS3 5”
sollooked it up.
Theverse begins,
“Don’t come any closer...”

A Hug from Heaven

[ send you butterfly kisses
You don’t always know that I'm here
But it’s me peeking round the corner
or touching a strand of your hair.

[ see you on days you are crying
or wishing we could talk
once in a while
Even though I’'m now in heaven
[ still want to see you smile.

[ visit at night when you're sleeping
I come quietly into your dreams
And whisper words ever so softly
To say death is not what it seems.

[ see you sometimes at the table
When you don’t know [ am there
As you gaze over at my picture
I hope you know how much I care.

I'm sending a hug from heaven
I wish you could feel it today
The love that we share forever
Time and space can’t take it away.

Want to have Senior Goldmine
mailed to your home each month?
Send this form and a $25 check for 12
issues to Senior Goldmine, 11626 W
Cross Slope Way, Nampa, ID 83686.

Print Name

Phone

St. Address

City, State, Zip

Canyon Nov 2022

Embrace the joy and togetherness of the holidays
with Prestige Assisted Living at Autumn Wind.
Join us for a tour and "yule’ see for yourself
the joy and spirit of the season!

P

Prestige Senior Living, L.L.C.

ENJOY THE
SPIRIT OF THE
SEASON WITH Priwias ¢

PRESTIGE

Prestige Assisted Living
at Autumn Wind
200 W Beech St.
Caldwell, ID 83605

For more information about our community and
our current move-in special, call (208) 459-3335,
or visit prestigecare.com/autumnwind.

Milestones

Martha Sweet
Dec 4, 1930 —92 years
Nampa Senior Center

Goldie Talley
Dec 21, 1937—38S5 years
Melba Valley Senior Center

Arnie Chase
Dec 3, 1942—80 years
Nampa Senior Center

Senior Goldmine
recognizes the following
Milestones:

Birthdays—

70, 75, 80, 85, 90 and up;
and Anniversaries—

50, 55, 60 and up.

Send your info and photo to
te seniorgoldmine.com

Larry Hendrix or call (208) 615-1948

Dec 9, 1942—80 years
Caldwell Senior Center

Sandy Eggleston
Dec 12, 1942—80 years
Caldwell Senior Center

Marty Nelson
Dec 26, 1942 —80 years
Melba Valley Senior Center

Diana Stewart
Dec 21, 1947—75 years
Nampa Senior Center

James Borunda
Dec 31, 1942—80 years
Melba Valley Senior Center

Come Support Students in Idaho Classrooms

+ Do you enjoy kids? & Are you 55+ years old?
¢ Are you on a limited income?
¢ Are you ready to give back to the community?

For more information, call (208) 947-4280, or go to
www.agingstrong.org or email amiller@jannus.or

) A iC
AGING STRONG g AmeriCorps

programs by JANNUS

FOSTER
GRANDPARENTS

of the Treasure Valley

For advertising info or to submit milestones, email terry@seniorgoldmine.com or call (208) 615-1948




